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Chapter 1: The Foundation Jesus Laid
 
“I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”
—Matthew 16:18
 
A Kingdom, Not a Club
Jesus didn’t come to start a religion.
He came to announce a Kingdom.
A spiritual reality that would spread like leaven.
A mustard seed that would grow into a mighty tree.
A treasure worth selling everything to possess.
This Kingdom had laws—
but not the kind written on stone tablets.
Laws written on hearts.
This Kingdom had a King—
not one who sat in a palace,
but One who knelt to wash feet.
And this Kingdom had a Church—
not a building,
but a people.
 
What Did Jesus Actually Say?
Jesus spoke often about the Kingdom of Heaven.
He taught parables—some confusing, all revealing.
He compared the Kingdom to:
	Seeds sown on different soils

	Wheat growing alongside weeds

	A pearl of great price

	A net catching fish of every kind

He wasn’t describing denominations.
He wasn’t drawing lines around theology.
He was teaching a way of life.
A reversal of human pride.
A healing of the soul.
A union between God and man.
 
The People of This Kingdom
The Church Jesus began was meant to reflect Heaven.
Not just in doctrine—
but in character.
The fruit of the Spirit wasn't a bonus.
It was the evidence of being part of His Body.
“By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
—John 13:35
Love.
Joy.
Peace.
Patience.
Kindness.
Goodness.
Faithfulness.
Gentleness.
Self-control.
These weren’t “suggested behaviors.”
They were the culture of the Kingdom.
The expected traits of citizens of heaven.
 
Unity: His Dying Prayer
On the night He was betrayed, Jesus prayed for us.
Not for our cleverness.
Not for our giftedness.
Not for denominational loyalty.
He prayed for unity.
“That they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you… so that the world may believe that you have sent me.”
—John 17:21
He didn’t say the world would believe because we win arguments.
He said the world would believe because we love one another as one body.
Unity was never optional.
It was the plan.
It was the proof.
 
The Church He Intended
Jesus didn’t create a hierarchy.
He created a body—
where every part is needed,
every person equipped,
every gift used for the good of others.
“To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.”
—1 Corinthians 12:7
Paul said we are a temple built together.
Peter said we are living stones, chosen and precious.
No one stands alone.
No one exalts themselves.
No one boasts except in Christ.
 
And Yet… We Divided
How far we’ve strayed.
How quickly we forgot.
We’ve built camps and camps within camps.
We’ve split over doctrines and styles and personalities.
We’ve traded the culture of the Kingdom for the comfort of our tribes.
Some boast in Calvin.
Some in Arminius.
Some in Luther.
Some in Rome.
And Christ asks—
“Is Christ divided?” (1 Corinthians 1:13)
 
What This Book Will Do
This book will not solve every theological disagreement.
But it will ask us to be honest.
It will show both sides of long-standing arguments.
And it will ask:
	Where is the Spirit in this debate?

	Where is love?

	Where is humility?

We will explore both conviction and contradiction—
Because Scripture often affirms truths that seem to pull against each other.
But perhaps tension isn’t the enemy.
Maybe it’s where truth lives.
 
Devotional Reflection
The Church Jesus envisioned was radiant, unified, and overflowing with love.
Not uniform, but unified.
Not opinionless, but Spirit-led.
If Jesus returned today and walked into our churches—
Would He see His vision fulfilled?
Or would He weep, as He did over Jerusalem?
 
Prayer
Lord Jesus,
You are the head of the Church.
We confess that we’ve made it about us—our views, our control, our tribes.
Bring us back to You.
To the simplicity of the Gospel.
To the unity of Your Spirit.
Make us one,
As You and the Father are one.
Amen.
 
 
 

Chapter 2: What Went Wrong?
 
“Each one of you says, ‘I follow Paul,’ or ‘I follow Apollos,’ or ‘I follow Cephas,’ or ‘I follow Christ.’ Is Christ divided?”
—1 Corinthians 1:12–13
 
Division Didn’t Start in the Reformation
Long before denominations…
Long before councils and creeds…
The seeds of division were already sprouting.
Paul wrote to the Corinthians in grief.
They had the Spirit.
They had the Gospel.
They had miraculous gifts.
But they were already splintering.
Choosing teachers over truth.
Turning preferences into pride.
“There is jealousy and strife among you… are you not of the flesh?”
—1 Corinthians 3:3
They had traded the unity of the Spirit
for the comfort of categories.
 
A Warning from the Early Church
Even in the first century, division crept in.
	False teachers arose (2 Peter 2:1)

	Heresies gained traction (Galatians 1:6–7)

	Church leaders clashed (Acts 15:36–40)

Unity was never easy.
Even Peter and Paul argued.
Even Barnabas and Paul parted ways.
But they never built separate brands.
Today, we split over much less.
 
What Unity Isn’t
Unity is not agreement on every detail.
It’s not forced conformity.
It’s not silence in the face of error.
But neither is unity
a loose alliance of theologically armed tribes,
each building its own kingdom
under the banner of Christ.
The unity Jesus prayed for
was rooted in love, not control.
 
From Church to Churches
The word denomination means “a naming apart.”
From one Body… we’ve become thousands.
Roman Catholic.
Eastern Orthodox.
Protestant.
Evangelical.
Non-denominational.
Each with sub-branches.
Each with passionate defenders.
Each with blind spots.
Some were born from true reform.
Others from pride.
Still others from politics, ego, or fear.
The Reformation brought light—
but it also brought fracture.
Instead of Rome…
now we had Romes of our own.
 
The Rise of Church Brands
Today, it’s not just doctrine.
It’s style, marketing, and personality.
We follow pastors like celebrities.
We choose churches like restaurants.
“Do they fit my needs? My vibe? My views?”
The Body of Christ becomes
a menu of ministries—
each competing for attention.
And all the while,
the world sees our disunity
and mocks our message.
“They will know you are my disciples by your love…”
—John 13:35
Not by your livestream.
Not by your building.
Not by your doctrinal statement.
By your love.
 
Why We Divide
Sometimes we divide over deep convictions.
Other times over fear.
Or offense.
Or wounds left unhealed.
Some want clarity.
Some want control.
Some just don’t want to change.
But at the root of many divisions
is a darker truth:
Pride.
“Only by pride comes contention…”
—Proverbs 13:10 (KJV)
 
Can the Church Be One Again?
Not by force.
Not by doctrinal erasure.
Not by pretending the differences don’t matter.
But by returning to:
	Christ at the center

	Scripture above opinion

	Love above position

	The Holy Spirit above personality

When we humble ourselves,
we make space for healing.
When we love one another,
we reflect our King.
When we speak the truth in love,
we grow into the fullness of Christ (Ephesians 4:15).
 
Devotional Reflection
The early church had issues.
So do we.
But Jesus didn’t give up on His Church then—
and He hasn’t now.
He still walks among the lampstands (Revelation 2:1).
Still disciplines those He loves (Revelation 3:19).
Still calls us back to our first love.
The question is not whether Jesus still desires unity.
The question is whether we do.
 
Prayer
Father,
We confess that we have divided what You intended to be one.
We’ve lifted up names above the Name.
We’ve let pride, fear, and preference
displace truth, love, and Your Spirit.
Forgive us.
Heal our fractures.
Make us one again—
not in uniformity, but in humble love.
Amen.
 
 
 

Chapter 3: Predestination vs. Free Will
 
Intro: Chosen or Choosing?
 
The Oldest Debate in the Modern Church
Few doctrines have stirred more passion—
or more division—
than the question of God’s sovereignty versus man’s responsibility.
	Did I choose God… or did He choose me?

	Is salvation a free gift I receive… or a calling I cannot resist?

	If God is in control of everything… do I have any real say at all?

These questions are not just academic.
They strike at the very core of how we view:
	God’s nature

	Our role in salvation

	And the justice of God’s plan

Christians who love the same Lord
read the same Bible
and come to very different conclusions.
 
Two Sides, One Book
The debate usually takes shape in two camps:
	Those who emphasize free will—human choice, accountability, and God’s desire for all to be saved

	Those who emphasize predestination—God’s sovereign election, irresistible grace, and the mystery of divine will

Both groups hold Scripture as authority.
Both believe they are defending God’s truth.
And both have centuries of theology behind them.
Yet Scripture seems to speak to both truths.
 
Why This Matters
This issue isn’t just theoretical. It shapes:
	How we share the Gospel

	How we pray for the lost

	How we understand suffering, rejection, assurance, and grace

It affects our confidence, our compassion, and sometimes… our pride.
Some find comfort in divine control.
Others find hope in human response.
But too often, both groups forget:
We see in part (1 Corinthians 13:9).
 
Our Approach
This chapter will not “solve” the debate.
It will honor both perspectives by presenting:
	(A) The case for Free Will

	(B) The case for Predestination

	(C) A vision of how both may be held together in tension—
not contradiction, but mystery.

Because the Church is not divided by one doctrine.
It is divided by what we do with tension in Scripture.
Do we embrace it in humility?
Or demand that every corner be squared?
 
A Word of Caution
If you're hoping this chapter proves your side right—
you may be reading it wrong.
Our goal is not to win an argument,
but to reclaim unity in the essentials.
To hold open-handed what God has not made airtight.
To remember that we are not saved by knowing the mechanics—
but by trusting in the grace of God
and the blood of Christ.
 
 
 

Chapter 3.a:  Free Will – The Power to Choose
 
From Eden to Today
Free will begins in the garden.
God gave Adam and Eve a choice.
One tree was off-limits.
But they could obey… or not.
“You are free to eat from any tree… but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil…”
—Genesis 2:16–17
That doesn’t sound like coercion.
It sounds like freedom—with consequences.
 
God Invites, Not Forces
Throughout Scripture, God calls His people to choose:
“Choose this day whom you will serve…”
—Joshua 24:15
“Come now, let us reason together…”
—Isaiah 1:18
“I have set before you life and death… choose life…”
—Deuteronomy 30:19
These invitations imply genuine agency.
God doesn’t just move pieces on a chessboard.
He pursues hearts, but He doesn’t override them.
 
Jesus Called for Decisions
Jesus didn’t just announce salvation.
He called for repentance.
“Repent and believe the gospel.”
—Mark 1:15
“Whoever believes in him shall not perish…”
—John 3:16
“If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross…”
—Matthew 16:24
These aren’t statements of inevitability.
They are calls to respond—to follow, to believe, to surrender.
 
Love Must Be Chosen
Can love be real… if it’s forced?
The free will perspective emphasizes that true love—
the kind God desires from His people—
requires freedom.
If we are only programmed to respond,
then obedience is automation, not affection.
But Scripture speaks of God seeking lovers, not robots:
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart…”
—Deuteronomy 6:5
“Return to me with all your heart…”
—Joel 2:12
 
Responsibility Implies Freedom
Why would God hold us accountable…
if we never had a choice?
“They are without excuse…”
—Romans 1:20
“God desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.”
—1 Timothy 2:4
If God desires all to be saved,
and some are not saved,
then human response must matter.
Free will theology teaches that:
	God draws, convicts, and initiates

	But man must still respond

	Salvation is offered—but not forced

 
God’s Foreknowledge Is Not Control
A common argument:
“If God knows what I will choose, is my choice really free?”
Free will thinkers answer this way:
	Knowing is not the same as causing

	A parent might know their child will eat the cookie—
but didn’t force them to do it

God, being outside of time, sees all events.
But He can foresee without forcing.
 
A God Who Honors Our Decisions
Free will doesn’t diminish God.
It magnifies His grace and restraint.
	He could override us

	But He waits

	He knocks, but doesn’t kick the door down (Revelation 3:20)

He lets the rich young ruler walk away.
He weeps over Jerusalem’s unwillingness (Matthew 23:37).
He allows rejection—because love requires freedom.
 
The Strength of This View
	It affirms God’s justice: He only condemns those who reject His offer

	It encourages evangelism: Every person could respond

	It preserves human dignity: We are not pawns—we are participants

Free will theology says:
God’s grace is universal,
but it must be received.
 

Chapter 3.b: Predestination – Chosen Before Time
 
Before the Foundation of the World
To many Christians, the doctrine of predestination is not about control—
but about comfort.
It’s the idea that before we were born,
before we did good or evil,
before we could accept or reject anything…
God chose.
“He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world…”
—Ephesians 1:4
“Those whom He predestined He also called…”
—Romans 8:30
This is not a fringe idea.
It is woven through the epistles.
 
God’s Sovereignty Is Absolute
Scripture doesn’t just suggest that God is in charge.
It declares it—from beginning to end.
“Our God is in the heavens; He does whatever He pleases.”
—Psalm 115:3
“I will have mercy on whom I have mercy…”
—Romans 9:15
To those who hold the predestinarian view,
these verses point to a God who is not reactive,
but decisively in control of salvation history.
He isn’t waiting on human permission.
He acts with divine purpose and foreknowledge.
 
 
Election Is a Biblical Term
“God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation…”
—2 Thessalonians 2:13
“No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him…”
—John 6:44
Jesus didn’t say we can’t come unless we want to—
He said we can’t come unless the Father draws us.
And not all are drawn in the same way.
Not all respond, because not all are called in the same manner.
To those who hold this view, salvation is not about who seeks—
but about who is sought.
 
Grace Cannot Be Earned or Initiated
One of the strongest convictions in predestination theology is this:
We were spiritually dead.
“You were dead in your trespasses and sins…”
—Ephesians 2:1
A dead person cannot reach out for life.
They must be made alive first.
Predestination says that the new birth precedes faith—
That God makes you alive, and then you respond.
You don’t choose God—
He chooses you, and your choosing is evidence of His work.
 
God’s Mercy Is Not Owed to All
This is the hardest part of this doctrine.
It’s not that God chooses some to be lost.
It’s that He doesn’t have to choose any.
But in love, He chooses some.
“Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”
—Romans 9:13
“So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy.”
—Romans 9:16
The predestinarian doesn’t argue that this is comfortable.
Only that it is biblical.
And it highlights that salvation is not a reward for the willing—
but a gift from a holy and merciful God.
 
The Strength of This View
	It magnifies God’s sovereignty and initiative

	It protects grace from becoming a work

	It offers deep assurance—because what God begins, He finishes

“He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion…”
—Philippians 1:6
Predestination says:
God doesn’t wait to be chosen.
He chooses.
And His choosing cannot fail.
 
 
 

Chapter 3.c:  How They Can Coexist – The Tension of Truth
 
Two Rails, One Track
Imagine a train running on two parallel rails.
If one rail is removed, the train crashes.
If one is elevated above the other, it derails.
Predestination and free will are often presented as enemies—
but Scripture seems to hold them together as partners in mystery.
 
The Bible Says Both
“You did not choose me, but I chose you…”
—John 15:16
And yet:
“Whoever believes in Him shall not perish…”
—John 3:16
“No one can come unless the Father draws him…”
—John 6:44
And yet:
“Come to me, all who are weary…”
—Matthew 11:28
“As many as were appointed to eternal life believed.”
—Acts 13:48
And yet:
“You stiff-necked people… you always resist the Holy Spirit.”
—Acts 7:51
These are not contradictions.
They are paradoxes—truths held in divine tension.
 
Man’s Choice. God’s Plan.
When Joseph confronted his brothers in Egypt, he said:
“You meant evil against me, but God meant it for good…”
—Genesis 50:20
They chose evil.
God used their choice to fulfill His plan.
It wasn’t one or the other.
It was both.
God’s sovereignty didn’t eliminate human responsibility.
It worked through it.
 
The Cross Proves the Paradox
“This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge…”
—Acts 2:23
“…and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death.”
Who killed Jesus?
	Wicked men made a free choice.

	God had a sovereign plan.

The single most important event in human history
was both foreordained and freely enacted.
 
Why the Tension Is Good
If salvation were entirely up to man,
we might boast in our choice.
If salvation were entirely up to God,
we might question His fairness.
But in this mysterious middle,
we find grace and responsibility
sovereignty and invitation
security and urgency
And above all—
we find a God who is higher than our logic.
“My thoughts are not your thoughts…
my ways are higher than your ways.”
—Isaiah 55:8–9
 
The Example of Jesus
Jesus never explained the mechanics of salvation.
He simply:
	Called sinners to repent

	Wept over those who refused

	Declared that none could come unless drawn

	And promised never to cast out anyone who came

He taught both God’s sovereignty and man’s decision
without apology or need to resolve the tension.
 
A Call to Humility
The deeper we go into this topic,
the more we realize:
We are dealing with mystery, not math.
And mystery should not divide us.
It should make us worship.
God is not confused.
He is not contradicting Himself.
He is simply greater than our systems.
 
Devotional Reflection
You may lean toward one side.
You may feel the other is flawed.
But let this truth rest in your soul:
We are saved by grace through faith (Ephesians 2:8).
We are called to believe, repent, and follow Jesus.
And God is sovereign over it all.
We are not saved because we understand it.
We are saved because He is merciful.
 
Prayer
Father,
Your Word speaks of choice,
and it speaks of Your choosing.
We confess—we do not fully understand how both can be true.
But we trust that You are not bound by our logic.
Let this mystery lead us not to division,
but to worship.
You are God.
And we are grateful.
Amen.
 
 

Chapter 4: Once Saved, Always Saved?
 
Intro: Can You Lose What God Has Given?
 
Security or Warning?
The question of eternal security has split churches, divided denominations, and confused believers.
	Can someone truly saved ever walk away?

	Are we eternally secure in Christ… or responsible to remain faithful?

	Is salvation a finished fact, or an ongoing journey?

Some rest in assurance.
Others live in holy fear.
And both turn to Scripture to make their case.
 
Why This Matters
This isn’t just a theological puzzle.
It deeply affects:
	How we counsel the backslidden

	How we view ongoing sin

	Whether we live in confidence or doubt

	Whether we encourage perseverance or presume safety

And ultimately:
What do we really believe about grace, repentance, and faith?
 
Two Clear Themes in Scripture
Some verses shout security.
Others thunder warning.
Can both be true?
Let’s look at each in turn.
 
(A) Eternal Security – Held by Grace
 
No One Can Snatch Them
Jesus said it plainly:
“My sheep hear my voice… I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand.”
—John 10:27–28
That’s not temporary life.
That’s eternal.
 
The Work God Begins, He Finishes
“He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion…”
—Philippians 1:6
This view teaches that salvation is God’s work—
and what God starts, He completes.
If we didn’t earn salvation by our works,
we can’t lose it by our weakness.
 
Sealed with the Spirit
“You were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit… until the day of redemption.”
—Ephesians 1:13–14
A seal implies security, ownership, and permanence.
If we belong to Christ,
no sin or failure can unmake what God has made.
 
Grace Covers All
Paul writes:
“Nothing… will be able to separate us from the love of God…”
—Romans 8:38–39
This view teaches:
	True believers may stumble

	But they will never fall away completely

	If someone walks away permanently, they were never truly saved to begin with (1 John 2:19)

Salvation is not fragile.
It is anchored in Christ.
 
(B) Warnings Against Falling Away
 
Remain in Him
Jesus said:
“If you remain in me… you will bear much fruit. Apart from me, you can do nothing.”
—John 15:5–6
But He also said:
“If anyone does not remain in me, he is thrown away like a branch and withers…”
—John 15:6
Why warn someone to remain
if there’s no risk of falling?
 
Faith Can Be Shipwrecked
“Some have rejected these and so have shipwrecked their faith.”
—1 Timothy 1:19
“If we deliberately keep on sinning after receiving the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left…”
—Hebrews 10:26
Hebrews is filled with sobering warnings:
	“We must pay more careful attention… so that we do not drift away.”

	“It is impossible… if they fall away, to be brought back to repentance.”

	“See to it that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart…”

This view teaches:
	Salvation must be guarded

	Faith must be enduring

	God is faithful—but we must remain in Him

 
Apostasy Is Real
“They promise them freedom, while they themselves are slaves of depravity… they are worse off at the end than they were at the beginning.”
—2 Peter 2:19–20
The New Testament does not assume that all who profess faith are eternally secure.
It warns, exhorts, pleads:
Endure. Persevere. Remain.
 
(C) How Both Views May Be True
 
The Fruit Reveals the Root
Jesus said:
“By their fruit you will recognize them.”
—Matthew 7:16
Those who fall away may never have truly belonged.
Those who are truly His will bear fruit over time.
Salvation is not proved by a prayer.
It is revealed by a life transformed by grace.
 
Security Comes from Abiding
Both views can agree:
	You cannot earn salvation

	You must abide in Christ

What if the tension exists because:
	God truly preserves His saints

	But His saints are marked by perseverance?

Not that we are saved by holding on—
but that the truly saved will not let go
because He holds them.
 
Assurance Without Arrogance
We should not walk in fearful uncertainty
or in careless overconfidence.
Instead, we walk in humble trust:
“Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith.”
—2 Corinthians 13:5
“Work out your salvation with fear and trembling,
for it is God who works in you…”
—Philippians 2:12–13
 
 
Keep Your Eyes on Jesus
If you trust in your record—
you’ll fall into fear or pride.
But if you trust in Christ alone,
you will find both peace and perseverance.
“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus,
the author and finisher of our faith…”
—Hebrews 12:2
 
Devotional Reflection
Are you relying on a past moment… or a present Savior?
Are you resting in grace… or abusing it?
Are you striving to earn what was freely given?
Or surrendering daily to the One who gives and sustains faith?
 
Prayer
Lord Jesus,
You are the One who saves—
and the One who keeps.
Teach us to rest in Your grace,
but never to grow cold.
Strengthen our faith,
so that we may endure,
not by our power,
but by Your Spirit.
Let us run the race until the end.
Amen.
 
 

Chapter 5: Baptism – Symbol or Salvation?
 
Intro: What Must I Do?
 
A Water Line Drawn in the Sand
Baptism is one of the most universally practiced, yet deeply debated, rituals in the Christian church.
Some see it as a public declaration of faith—an outward sign of an inward reality.
Others see it as an essential part of salvation—the moment when sins are washed away.
Still others debate how and when to baptize:
	Infants or only believers?

	Sprinkling or immersion?

	In water only, or with the Spirit?

But underneath the method lies the real question:
What does baptism actually do?
 
Why This Matters
What you believe about baptism shapes:
	How you counsel the unsaved

	Whether you call baptism obedience or necessity

	How you interpret verses like Acts 2:38 or Romans 6:4

	Whether you see differences as doctrinal diversity… or dangerous error

Let’s look at the key perspectives.
 
 
 
(A) Baptism as Symbolic Obedience
 
Saved by Grace, Not Ritual
Paul is clear:
“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith… not by works…”
—Ephesians 2:8–9
This view teaches that baptism is a response, not a requirement.
It is a visible sign of what has already happened in the heart.
 
An Act of Obedience, Not a Means of Salvation
Jesus said:
“Go and make disciples… baptizing them…”
—Matthew 28:19
This camp agrees that baptism is commanded—
but not as the instrument of salvation,
rather as the first step of discipleship.
Baptism is to salvation what a wedding ring is to marriage:
A powerful symbol—
but not the thing that makes you married.
 
Paul’s Testimony
When Paul recounts his Gospel message, he says:
“Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel…”
—1 Corinthians 1:17
If baptism were essential for salvation,
why wouldn’t Paul emphasize it above preaching?
This view holds that salvation occurs
the moment faith is placed in Christ—
with or without water.
 
Thief on the Cross
“Today you will be with me in paradise.”
—Luke 23:43
The thief on the cross was never baptized.
But he believed—and Jesus assured his salvation.
This example is often cited as proof that baptism is not a requirement,
but a grace-filled opportunity to obey, not earn.
 
(B) Baptism as Part of Salvation
 
“Repent and Be Baptized”
Peter’s first sermon after Pentecost was direct:
“Repent and be baptized… for the forgiveness of your sins…”
—Acts 2:38
That doesn’t sound optional.
It sounds essential.
This view teaches that baptism is not a work—
but the appointed moment of saving grace.
 
Washing of Regeneration
Paul writes:
“He saved us… by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit…”
—Titus 3:5
Many link this “washing” with baptism.
Not just a symbol, but the means God chose to apply His grace.
 
Baptism and Forgiveness Are Linked
“Rise and be baptized and wash away your sins, calling on his name.”
—Acts 22:16
“Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved…”
—Mark 16:16
To those in this camp, baptism is not just a testimony—
it is where and when salvation is received.
 
An Instrument, Not a Work
This view does not teach baptism earns salvation.
Rather, it is the God-ordained way to receive it.
Just as faith does not earn grace,
but is the channel through which grace comes—
baptism is not merit, but means.
 
Early Church Consistency
Historical evidence suggests the early church treated baptism as the normal moment of conversion:
	Baptism followed confession immediately

	It wasn’t delayed or separated from salvation

	It was the expected response to the Gospel

 
(C) How They Can Coexist
 
God Saves. Baptism Obeys.
Both views agree:
God alone saves by grace through faith.
Where they differ is when and how that grace is applied.
Perhaps the answer lies in both:
	Baptism does not earn salvation

	But baptism also is not optional for those who follow Christ

In Scripture, faith and baptism are often so close,
they’re treated as one continuous act of response.
 
The Faith Is What Saves… But the Faith Obeys
James says:
“Faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.”
—James 2:17
So does Paul:
“We are baptized into His death…”
—Romans 6:3
Those who truly believe will want to obey—
and baptism is often the first obedience.
 
What About Exceptions?
Yes—the thief on the cross was saved without baptism.
But he had no opportunity.
Exceptions don’t nullify the norm.
God can save without baptism…
But we are not called to test the exceptions—
We are called to obey.
 
Unity in the Water
This issue should not divide us
if we agree that:
	Salvation is by grace

	Baptism is commanded

	Obedience flows from faith

	And God sees the heart, not just the ritual

Let’s call people to faith—
and to the waters of baptism,
not to argue the sequence,
but to celebrate the Savior it declares.
 
Devotional Reflection
Have you trusted in Jesus alone for salvation?
Have you followed Him in baptism?
Do you treat baptism as optional,
or as your joyful declaration of death and resurrection with Christ?
 
Prayer
Lord Jesus,
Thank You that You save by grace.
Thank You for the gift of baptism—
not as a burden, but as a sign and seal of Your love.
Help us not to argue over symbols,
but to obey with joy,
and to celebrate what baptism points to:
Your death, burial, and resurrection for us.
Amen.
 
 

Chapter 6: The Gifts of the Spirit – Dividing or Unifying?
 
Intro: The Same Spirit, Different Conclusions
 
Power That Divides
When the Holy Spirit descended at Pentecost,
it unified the early believers and empowered their mission.
But today?
Discussions about the Spirit’s gifts often divide us.
	Do all believers receive supernatural gifts?

	Are tongues, healing, and prophecy still active—or have they ceased?

	What does a “Spirit-filled” church really look like?

We are meant to be empowered by the Spirit,
but many churches are instead split over Him.
 
Why This Matters
What we believe about the gifts influences:
	How we worship

	How we pray

	How we view others in the Body

	Whether we pursue the supernatural—or avoid it

Some fear emotionalism.
Others fear lifeless faith.
And both often dismiss one another.
Let’s explore the two major views.
 
 
(A) Cessationism – Gifts for a Season
 
The Gifts Had a Purpose
This view holds that miraculous gifts like prophecy, tongues, and healing
were given for a specific time—
to establish the early church and confirm the Gospel message.
“God also bore witness by signs and wonders and various miracles…”
—Hebrews 2:4
Once Scripture was complete and the apostles passed,
the need for these signs ceased.
 
The Perfect Has Come?
Cessationists often point to this passage:
“When the perfect comes, the partial will pass away.”
—1 Corinthians 13:10
They interpret “the perfect” as the completed New Testament canon.
Once it arrived, the partial gifts were no longer needed.
 
Guarding Against Abuse
This view also responds to the misuse and confusion surrounding spiritual gifts:
	Tongues without interpretation

	Self-proclaimed prophets making false predictions

	Healings that draw attention to man, not Christ

Paul himself warned:
“Let all things be done decently and in order.”
—1 Corinthians 14:40
Cessationism seeks stability and scriptural grounding,
guarding against emotional or deceptive extremes.
 
The Spirit Still Works
Importantly, cessationists do not deny the ongoing work of the Holy Spirit.
They affirm that:
	The Spirit regenerates, teaches, convicts, and sanctifies

	The Spirit empowers through ordinary means—preaching, prayer, service

	The miraculous gifts simply had a limited timeframe

 
(B) Continuationism – Gifts Still Active
 
Nowhere Does Scripture Say They’ve Stopped
Continuationists argue that no verse clearly states the gifts have ceased.
Instead, Paul says:
“Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise prophecies…”
—1 Thessalonians 5:19–20
“Eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially prophecy.”
—1 Corinthians 14:1
Why would Paul urge pursuit of gifts
if they were about to vanish?
 
The Church Still Needs Power
Jesus said:
“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you…”
—Acts 1:8
That power was not just for the apostles,
but for every believer who would carry the Gospel to the ends of the earth.
Continuationists argue:
	The Church still faces spiritual darkness

	The Gospel still needs confirmation

	People still need healing and deliverance

And so the Spirit still gives miraculous gifts.
 
Gifts Must Be Tested, Not Feared
Continuationists agree that abuses exist.
But they argue that error is no reason for neglect.
Paul addressed disorder in Corinth—
but he never told them to shut it down.
He told them to order it, test it, and pursue love above all.
“Do not forbid speaking in tongues.”
—1 Corinthians 14:39
 
The Global Church Testifies
Many continuationists point to reports from:
	The underground church in China

	Revivals in Africa and South America

	Miraculous visions in Iran

They argue:
God is still moving powerfully,
especially where the Gospel is advancing in hardship.
 
 
(C) How Both Views May Contain Truth
 
The Same Spirit, Different Emphases
Perhaps the disagreement isn’t about the Spirit—
but about how He chooses to work in different seasons and places.
What if God uses ordinary means in some places…
and extraordinary gifts in others?
	The Spirit may empower one church with wisdom and teaching

	And another with healing and tongues

	But both serve the same Lord (1 Corinthians 12:4–6)

 
Gifts Must Flow from Love
“If I speak in tongues of men and angels… but have not love, I am nothing.”
—1 Corinthians 13:1
Whether you emphasize the miraculous
or the practical—
love must be the defining fruit.
Pursuing gifts without love leads to division.
Rejecting gifts out of fear can grieve the Spirit.
Let’s test all things,
hold fast to what is good,
and never lose sight of Christ at the center.
 
Unity Through Humility
We must hold our views humbly.
	Cessationists: Be open to the Spirit’s surprising work

	Continuationists: Pursue order and test every gift

Both camps need each other—
truth and power, order and fire.
“To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.”
—1 Corinthians 12:7
Not to divide—
but to build up the Body.
 
Devotional Reflection
Have you been open to how the Spirit wants to work through you?
Are you afraid of disorder… or afraid of dryness?
Ask God not just for gifts—
but for wisdom, discernment, and love
to use them well.
 
Prayer
Holy Spirit,
You are the same yesterday, today, and forever.
Forgive us for limiting You
based on our fears or traditions.
Fill us with love, humility, and discernment.
Let us walk in truth—
and in power—
for the glory of Jesus.
Amen.
 
 

Chapter 7: Women in Ministry – Restriction or Calling?
 
Intro: God’s Design or Cultural Blind Spot?
 
Half the Church, Fully Called?
Across the world, women serve and lead in worship, missions, discipleship, and prayer.
And yet the question persists:
	Can women preach?

	Can women teach men?

	Can they lead churches?

Few topics ignite such passionate division.
Some believe allowing women in leadership compromises Scripture.
Others believe not allowing them stifles the Spirit’s work.
Both claim biblical support.
Both say they are upholding God’s design.
 
Why This Matters
This issue affects:
	Who is allowed to speak, teach, or lead

	How churches train and deploy their members

	Whether gifted women are empowered or sidelined

	Whether the church reflects the Spirit's gifting or man’s tradition

Let’s listen carefully to both perspectives.
 
 
 
(A) The Restrictive View – Honoring Biblical Roles
 
Rooted in Creation Order
“For Adam was formed first, then Eve.”
—1 Timothy 2:13
This view holds that male headship is not cultural, but creational.
God designed different roles—
not to demean,
but to reflect divine order and responsibility.
 
Paul’s Clear Instructions
“I do not permit a woman to teach or to assume authority over a man; she must be quiet.”
—1 Timothy 2:12
“The women should keep silent in the churches…”
—1 Corinthians 14:34
These verses, taken plainly, seem to limit women’s roles in public instruction or leadership over men.
The restrictive view says:
	These are timeless commands, not cultural suggestions

	Paul appeals to creation, not culture, to explain them

	Eldership and pastoral leadership are to be male-only roles, as a reflection of Christ’s relationship to His bride, the Church

 
Different Roles, Equal Worth
This view does not say women are inferior.
It emphasizes complementarity—different, but equal.
Just as Christ submitted to the Father (1 Corinthians 15:28)
without being lesser,
women can submit to male leadership
without devaluation.
 
Safeguarding Church Order
Supporters of this view often express concern that:
	Abandoning clear gender roles leads to doctrinal erosion

	Modern culture, not Scripture, drives many changes

	Biblical patterns should shape our practice—not popular trends

 
(B) The Egalitarian View – Called by the Spirit
 
Joel’s Prophecy Fulfilled
“I will pour out my Spirit on all people… your sons and daughters will prophesy…”
—Joel 2:28 (quoted in Acts 2:17)
At Pentecost, this promise came true.
The Spirit was poured out
without distinction of gender.
This view teaches that gifting, not gender, determines calling.
 
Women Already Led in Scripture
The Bible names women who:
	Prophesied: Deborah (Judges 4), Huldah (2 Kings 22), Anna (Luke 2)

	Taught: Priscilla helped instruct Apollos (Acts 18:26)

	Led: Phoebe was a deacon (Romans 16:1), Junia may have been an apostle (Romans 16:7)

Paul speaks of women as co-laborers in the Gospel—
not sidelined servants, but partners in ministry.
 
Context Is Everything
Egalitarians argue that Paul’s restrictive commands were cultural and situational:
	In Corinth, women were disrupting worship with uneducated questions

	In Ephesus, where Timothy ministered, false teaching was rampant—many influenced by goddess cults

Thus, Paul’s restrictions addressed specific issues,
not universal roles.
 
Christ Broke Cultural Barriers
Jesus:
	Spoke with women publicly (John 4)

	Taught women alongside men (Luke 10:39)

	Appeared first to women after His resurrection

	Commissioned them to tell the disciples (John 20:17)

The first human witnesses of the Gospel’s greatest event were women.
 
No Male or Female in Christ?
“There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”
—Galatians 3:28
While roles may differ in society,
egalitarians argue this verse points to kingdom equality
in access, calling, and leadership.
 
(C) How Both Views May Contain Truth
 
Unity in Mission, Humility in Practice
Perhaps the question is not can women lead—
but how we discern when and where they should.
	Scripture presents clear roles

	Scripture also presents Spirit-led exceptions

Deborah judged Israel.
Priscilla taught a leader.
Phoebe carried Paul’s letter.
Rather than fighting over titles,
the Church should ask:
Is the Spirit clearly at work in this woman’s life?
Is she faithful to the Word, filled with fruit, tested by time?
 
We Need One Another
The Church is described as a body—not a hierarchy.
No part can say to another, “I don’t need you” (1 Corinthians 12:21).
Whatever your position:
	Encourage women to teach, evangelize, counsel, and serve

	Support men in leadership with humility, not dominance

	Don’t let fear or pride silence the voice of the Spirit

 
Not Just a Gender Debate… A Gospel Issue
The real question:
Are we equipping every believer to serve Jesus fully?
Let’s not draw tighter lines than Scripture does.
Let’s not loosen boundaries where God has spoken.
Let’s open our ears to the Word—
and our hearts to the Spirit's leading.
 
Devotional Reflection
What gifts has God given you—or those around you?
Have you encouraged or suppressed them based on tradition or fear?
Ask God to show you where He’s working—
even if it challenges your assumptions.
 
Prayer
Lord,
You are the one who gives gifts,
who raises up servants,
who calls both sons and daughters.
Forgive us for the ways we’ve resisted Your Spirit—
whether out of fear or pride.
Help us honor Your Word,
walk in love,
and empower one another for Your mission.
Amen.
 
 

Chapter 8: End Times – Charts, Confusion, and What Truly Matters
 
A: Premillennialism
B: Amillennialism & Postmillennialism
C: Why It Doesn’t Matter as Much as We Think
 
Intro: The End of the World (As We Know It?)
Few topics stir more speculation, books, and timelines than the end times.
	Will there be a rapture?

	Is the tribulation literal?

	Are we living in the last days?

	What’s the mark of the beast?

Churches have split over it.
People have built ministries around it.
Some have even sold everything and waited on rooftops.
And yet—when Jesus spoke of His return,
He emphasized readiness… not charts.
Let’s explore three primary views—
then see why we should all live the same way:
watchful, humble, and faithful.
 
(A) Premillennialism – Christ Returns, Then the Kingdom
 
The Timeline View
This view teaches that:
	The world will grow increasingly dark

	Christ will return before a literal 1,000-year reign (the millennium)

	There will be a rapture (pre-, mid-, or post-tribulation depending on the branch)

	A final judgment will follow after the millennium

This view sees Revelation 20 as a chronological prophecy.
 
Why It’s Appealing
	Takes prophecy literally

	Emphasizes the urgency of Christ’s return

	Offers hope that Jesus will personally rule on Earth

It frames history as a battlefield awaiting rescue.
 
Challenges
	Requires complex interpretations of Revelation

	Divides opinions even within premillennialism

	Can lead to fear or speculation (date-setting, conspiracy theories)

Still, many faithful believers hold this view with hope and reverence.
 
(B) Amillennialism & Postmillennialism – Already and Not Yet
 
Amillennialism – Christ Reigns Now
This view teaches that:
	The “millennium” is symbolic

	Christ is already reigning spiritually through His Church

	Satan is bound in a limited way

	The Church suffers and overcomes until His final return and judgment

This is the traditional view of many in the Reformed and Catholic world.
 
Postmillennialism – The World Improves Before Christ Returns
This view believes:
	The Gospel will gradually spread and transform society

	A golden age of peace and righteousness will come

	Christ will return after this period of success

It sees the Church as actively building the Kingdom until Jesus comes.
 
Why These Views Are Appealing
	Avoid rigid timelines

	Emphasize present-day mission and spiritual reality

	Focus on Christ’s lordship right now

They remind us:
We already walk in resurrection power.
 
Challenges
	Some struggle with spiritualizing Revelation

	Others feel it downplays the coming suffering or crisis

	The world often looks worse, not better

Still, many faithful believers hold these views with hope, mission, and patience.
 
 
(C) What We Know for Sure – Jesus Wins
 
He Is Coming Back
No matter the view, Christians agree:
“This same Jesus… will come back…”
—Acts 1:11
“Behold, I am coming soon.”
—Revelation 22:12
There is a Kingdom coming.
There will be a judgment.
Jesus will make all things new.
And when He does, every eye will see.
 
Focus on What’s Clear
	Be ready (Matthew 24:44)

	Keep your lamp burning (Matthew 25:1–13)

	Live in holiness and hope (2 Peter 3:11–14)

	Make disciples while you wait (Matthew 28:18–20)

God didn’t give us prophecy to confuse us—
but to strengthen our faith.
 
Don’t Divide Over the Details
Whatever your end-times chart looks like…
	Christ is still the center

	His return is still the goal

	And faithfulness today is still what matters

Let’s not break fellowship over the unknowable.
Let’s cling to what’s undeniable:
Jesus is coming again.
Let Him find us faithful.
 
Devotional Reflection
Do you spend more time analyzing prophecy
than living out your calling?
Have you neglected your present mission
in fear or fascination with the end?
The best way to prepare for Jesus’ return
is to walk with Him today.
 
Prayer
Lord Jesus,
We do not know the hour of Your return,
but we believe Your promise.
Whether You come in glory soon
or call us home before You do,
let us live ready.
Not in fear.
Not in pride.
But in faith, love, and truth.
Come quickly, Lord.
Amen.
 
 
 

Chapter 9: Race, Culture, and the Church – One Body or Many Divides?
 
A: Cultural Distinctions
B: The Gospel’s Call to Unity
C: Christ Over Culture
 
Intro: The Most Segregated Hour
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. once said,
“It is appalling that the most segregated hour of Christian America is eleven o'clock on Sunday morning.”
Decades later, much of the Church still reflects this reality.
	Black churches

	White churches

	Latino churches

	Korean churches

	Suburban churches vs. inner-city churches

Even when theology aligns, culture divides.
We sing different songs.
Preach with different tones.
Value different styles of worship, leadership, and community.
But shouldn’t the Church reflect the unity of heaven?
 
Why This Matters
The world watches how Christians treat one another.
If we claim a Gospel of reconciliation
but remain fractured by race, class, and culture—
what message are we sending?
Let’s explore both the reasons churches divide
and the reasons we must come together.
 
(A) Cultural Distinctions – Why We Worship Apart
 
Shared History and Identity
Many churches formed along ethnic lines for understandable reasons:
	Immigrant communities needed worship in their language

	Black churches arose during segregation and slavery

	Cultural worship styles create deep emotional and communal connection

These churches became places of safety, identity, and family.
 
Context Matters
A church in rural Alabama may look very different from one in urban Chicago—
and that’s not always a problem.
Paul said:
“To the Jews I became like a Jew… to those not under the law, I became like one not under the law…”
—1 Corinthians 9:20–21
This isn’t compromise—
it’s contextual ministry.
Cultural churches can help people
feel known, loved, and seen.
 
The Risk of Forced Uniformity
Pushing for immediate integration
without understanding or relationship
can breed bitterness or tokenism.
Sometimes, distinct churches allow for deeper discipleship
within a shared cultural lens.
In that sense, diversity of expression
is not the same as division of Spirit.
 
(B) The Gospel’s Call to Unity – One in Christ
 
There Is One Body
“There is one body and one Spirit… one Lord, one faith, one baptism…”
—Ephesians 4:4–5
Jesus didn’t come to create tribal Christianity.
He broke down dividing walls (Ephesians 2:14).
He called a people from every nation, tribe, and tongue (Revelation 7:9).
The Church is meant to display
God’s ability to unite what man has separated.
 
No Room for Partiality
“If you show favoritism, you sin…”
—James 2:9
“There is neither Jew nor Greek… for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”
—Galatians 3:28
Racial superiority, cultural pride, or socio-economic judgment
have no place in the Body of Christ.
Unity is not an afterthought.
It’s central to the Gospel.
 
Jesus Died to Unite Us
“He died… that he might create in himself one new humanity out of the two…”
—Ephesians 2:15
Any barrier we resurrect
between believers of different backgrounds
is an insult to the cross.
The early church didn’t just tolerate diversity—
they fought for it (Acts 15, Galatians 2).
We should too.
 
(C) Christ Over Culture – How Unity and Diversity Can Coexist
 
Difference Doesn’t Mean Division
Different music, preaching styles, languages, or expressions
can reflect the beauty of God’s creativity.
The goal isn’t uniformity—
it’s Christ-centered unity.
When Jesus is the focus,
culture becomes flavor, not fracture.
 
Pursue One Another
“Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.”
—Ephesians 4:3
We must be intentional:
	Invite other voices into your church

	Build friendships across boundaries

	Partner with different churches in mission and worship

	Learn, listen, and repent where needed

Unity doesn’t happen by accident.
It must be pursued.
 
A Foretaste of Heaven
When diverse believers worship together—
serve together—
weep and rejoice together—
we show the world a living preview of the Kingdom to come.
Jesus prayed:
“That they may be one… so that the world may believe…”
—John 17:21
Our unity proves the Gospel is real.
 
Devotional Reflection
What unspoken barriers exist in your heart or your church?
Have you dismissed others as “too different”
to worship with, serve with, or learn from?
Christ broke every dividing wall—
why rebuild them?
 
Prayer
Father,
We confess that we have allowed race, class, and culture
to shape the Church more than Your Word has.
Forgive us for our pride, ignorance, and fear.
Teach us to love across boundaries,
to listen deeply,
and to pursue the unity that Your Son died to give us.
Make us one—
as You are One.
Amen.
 
 
 

Chapter 10: Political Idolatry – Jesus Left, Right, or Lord of All?
 
A: Engage the Culture
B: Beware the Idol
C: Kingdom First, Always
 
Intro: When Flags Fly Higher Than Crosses
Politics has become one of the most divisive forces in the Church.
Not just which candidate you support—
but what that support says about your faith.
	Some churches sound like political rallies

	Others stay silent in fear of alienation

	Families split. Friendships end. Small groups fracture.

We say “Jesus is Lord”—
but often act like our hope rests on election cycles.
Has the Church forgotten its true King?
 
Why This Matters
Political conviction isn’t bad.
Civic engagement is part of being salt and light.
But when earthly kingdoms become our primary concern,
we forget the Kingdom not of this world (John 18:36).
Let’s explore both the call to engage
and the need to repent of political idolatry.
 
 
 
(A) Engage the Culture – Faith Isn’t Silent
 
Salt and Light Must Be Seen
“You are the salt of the earth… the light of the world.”
—Matthew 5:13–14
This view teaches that Christians must engage culture, including politics.
To stay silent is to let darkness spread unchallenged.
 
The Prophets Spoke to Power
	Nathan rebuked David

	Elijah confronted Ahab

	John the Baptist called out Herod

God’s messengers didn’t avoid politics—
they called out sin in high places.
 
Laws Affect Lives
What governments do matters:
	Policies affect the poor, unborn, and marginalized

	Legislation shapes education, freedom, justice, and morality

Believers should vote with conscience,
advocate for righteousness,
and resist evil through lawful means.
 
Freedom Isn’t Guaranteed
Some warn that political disengagement leads to:
	Moral collapse

	Erosion of religious liberty

	Silence in the face of evil

The Church must not retreat into passivity.
 
(B) Beware the Idol – Christ Alone Is King
 
Jesus Never Backed a Party
Jesus spoke truth to power—
but never aligned Himself with Rome or rebellion.
He called out sin among Pharisees and tax collectors alike.
He refused to be a political pawn (John 6:15).
He told Pilate, “My Kingdom is not of this world.”
 
Earthly Power Can’t Save
“Do not put your trust in princes, in human beings, who cannot save.”
—Psalm 146:3
Every party platform is flawed.
Every candidate is sinful.
Every human institution will fall short of God’s righteousness.
When we act like one party owns Jesus,
we create a false gospel.
 
Political Idolatry Destroys Unity
	Churches divide over political talking points

	Love grows cold as sides harden

	Gospel witness is lost to culture war noise

We were meant to be known by our love—
not by our party line.
 
Jesus Disrupts Every Agenda
His commands cut across both conservative and progressive platforms:
	Love your enemies

	Care for the poor

	Uphold sexual purity

	Welcome the foreigner

	Speak truth to power

	Lay down your rights

He cannot be tamed by the left or the right.
He is Lord of all.
 
(C) Kingdom First – How to Live with Conviction and Unity
 
Vote, But Bow to Christ
It is right to vote.
To advocate for justice.
To speak truth with courage.
But do it as a citizen of heaven first.
“Our citizenship is in heaven…”
—Philippians 3:20
Let Jesus define your politics,
not politics define your Jesus.
 
Make Disciples, Not Converts to a Party
Jesus didn’t say,
“Go into all the world and make Republicans…”
or “Democrats…”
He said:
“Make disciples of all nations…”
—Matthew 28:19
When we elevate policy over people,
and politics over the Gospel—
we lose the mission.
 
Unity Is Greater Than Agreement
We will not all vote the same.
We will not all see every issue alike.
But we must:
	Speak in love

	Refuse to judge motives

	Keep the cross higher than the flag

“Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit…”
—Ephesians 4:3
 
Live for the Kingdom That Lasts
Presidents rise and fall.
Nations crumble.
Parties shift.
But the Kingdom of God will never end.
Live for what cannot be shaken (Hebrews 12:28).
 
Devotional Reflection
Are you more passionate about defending your politics
than preaching the Gospel?
Have you written off believers who vote differently?
Where is your hope—
in Christ’s return or the next election?
 
Prayer
Lord Jesus,
You are the only King worth trusting.
Forgive us for placing our hope in man-made systems.
Give us wisdom to engage,
humility to listen,
and courage to stand for truth
without losing love.
Make us Kingdom-first people—
no matter who holds earthly power.
Amen.
 
 

Chapter 11: The Root of It All – Pride, Power, and Fear
 
A: Pride – Needing to Be Right
B: Power – Needing to Control
C: Fear – Needing to Feel Safe
 
Intro: The Deeper Problem
Doctrines matter.
But doctrine alone isn’t what divides the Church.
Most splits aren’t purely intellectual.
They’re spiritual.
They’re fueled by:
	Pride – “I’m right and you’re wrong”

	Power – “We’re in charge, and you’re not”

	Fear – “If we let go of this, everything will fall apart”

These heart-postures quietly corrupt good theology
and fracture Christ’s body.
Let’s bring them into the light.
 
(A) Pride – Needing to Be Right
 
Knowledge Without Love
“Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.”
—1 Corinthians 8:1
Some believers have great theology—
but a heart grown cold.
They know every argument.
Every Greek word.
Every quote from the Reformers.
But they wield truth like a sword to wound—
not to heal.
When the goal is to win, not to love,
we’ve left the Spirit behind.
 
The Pharisee in All of Us
Jesus didn’t rebuke the tax collectors for bad theology.
He rebuked the Pharisees for their prideful certainty.
“You search the Scriptures… yet you refuse to come to Me…”
—John 5:39–40
Right doctrine, wrong spirit.
It’s a timeless danger.
 
Humility Is the Beginning of Unity
“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or conceit…”
—Philippians 2:3
What if our divisions are less about truth—
and more about our refusal to admit we could be wrong?
Christlikeness doesn’t mean knowing everything.
It means washing feet.
 
(B) Power – Needing to Control
 
Who Gets to Decide?
Every church wrestles with:
	Who preaches?

	Who leads?

	Who decides what’s allowed?

Behind many theological battles is a power struggle.
Denominations split not just over doctrine,
but over who holds the reins.
 
Jesus Flipped the Model
“The greatest among you must be your servant.”
—Matthew 23:11
Jesus never built a hierarchy.
He built a body, where every part is needed.
When the goal is control,
the Spirit is quenched.
When leaders cling to authority,
and members crave influence,
division follows close behind.
 
The Spirit Distributes Gifts
“To each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given…”
—1 Corinthians 12:7
Churches must remember:
	We are not owners

	We are stewards

	The Spirit—not man—decides how gifts flow

The more we grasp for power,
the less we reflect our King.
 
(C) Fear – Needing to Feel Safe
 
What If We’re Wrong?
Fear drives many divisions.
	Fear of heresy

	Fear of compromise

	Fear of losing control, tradition, or purity

But fear is not a fruit of the Spirit.
“God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power, love, and self-control.”
—2 Timothy 1:7
 
Truth Without Trust Becomes Tyranny
When we fear error more than we trust God,
we build fences so high
even the Spirit can’t move without suspicion.
We start to believe that our system is the ark of salvation.
That if our camp is wrong, all hope is lost.
That’s not faith. That’s control.
 
Perfect Love Casts Out Fear
“There is no fear in love… perfect love drives out fear.”
—1 John 4:18
Fear of the future.
Fear of losing influence.
Fear of letting others think for themselves.
These are signs that we are relying on flesh, not faith.
The Church doesn’t belong to us.
It belongs to Jesus.
And He will preserve what is His.
 
 
Devotional Reflection
What’s really behind your convictions?
Is it the Spirit’s leading?
Or a hidden need to be right…
to stay in charge…
to keep safe?
What would it look like to lay those things down?
 
Prayer
Lord,
Search our hearts.
Show us where pride, power, or fear
have replaced humility, service, and trust.
Break down the idols we’ve built around our doctrines,
our pulpits, and our traditions.
Make us like You—gentle, truthful, and full of grace.
Teach us to love,
and let that love lead us to unity.
Amen.
 
 
 

Chapter 12: Liberty, Conscience, and the Temptation to Judge
 
A: Romans 14 and the Birth of Denominations
B: “Judge Not” Revisited
C: Work Out Your Own Salvation—with Fear and Trembling
 
Intro: We Meant Well… But We Split Anyway
Denominations didn’t begin with hatred.
They began with conviction.
One group said, “We think the Bible teaches this.”
Another replied, “We’re not so sure.”
And instead of humbly living with disagreement,
they separated.
Over baptism.
Over communion.
Over styles of worship.
Over church government.
Over spiritual gifts.
Over which days to celebrate.
The strange result?
A fractured body,
each piece convinced they’re the faithful remnant.
But long before denominations even existed,
Paul wrote a letter to the Romans,
saying: don’t divide over disputable matters.
We didn’t listen.
Let’s revisit that letter—and see what we missed.
 
 
(A) Romans 14 and the Birth of Denominations
 
Paul’s Warning to the Early Church
“Accept the one whose faith is weak, without quarreling over disputable matters.”
—Romans 14:1
In the Roman church, believers were fighting over:
	Whether to eat meat or only vegetables

	Whether certain days were holier than others

	Whether religious practices mattered at all

These weren’t matters of heresy.
They were matters of conscience.
And Paul’s command?
“Each of them should be fully convinced in their own mind…
Who are you to judge someone else’s servant?”
—Romans 14:5, 4
 
Denominations: A Modern Violation of Romans 14?
What if Paul wrote this today?
He might say:
	“One church baptizes infants, another waits for profession of faith… let each be fully convinced.”

	“One group uses instruments, another sings a cappella… stop passing judgment.”

	“One honors the Sabbath on Saturday, another on Sunday… both do so to the Lord.”

Yet instead of embracing Spirit-led diversity,
we’ve built walls.
Not just preferences—denominations.
Some of these reflect honest attempts to obey God.
But many reflect our inability to tolerate difference.
We didn’t just disagree.
We judged.
We divided.
We labeled others as "less faithful" or "compromised."
And in doing so,
we made personal conscience into institutional boundaries.
 
Paul’s Antidote: Honor Conscience, Pursue Peace
“Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification.”
—Romans 14:19
If Paul were among us,
he might not abolish every denomination—
but he would rebuke every spirit of superiority that drives them.
He’d remind us:
	We’re all servants of the same Master

	God alone will make each one stand

	Christ died for all of us, not just for our camp

 
(B) “Judge Not” Revisited
 
Jesus’ Most Misquoted Line
“Do not judge, or you too will be judged.”
—Matthew 7:1
This verse gets thrown around like a shield against any moral comment.
But Jesus wasn’t saying, “Never speak truth.”
He was saying, “Judge yourself before judging others.”
“Why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own?”
—Matthew 7:3
It’s about humility, not silence.
 
Paul’s Echo: Stop Passing Judgment
“You, then, why do you judge your brother or sister?”
—Romans 14:10
This echoes Christ’s teaching.
So many denominational divides exist not because the other group is in sin—
but because we assumed they were.
We judged traditions instead of hearts.
We judged customs instead of fruit.
We judged worship style instead of spiritual sincerity.
 
The Real Judge Still Sits on the Throne
“Each of us will give an account of ourselves to God.”
—Romans 14:12
Not to your pastor.
Not to your denomination.
Not even to your theological tribe.
To God.
That sobering reality should soften our posture toward other Christians.
 
(C) Work Out Your Own Salvation—with Fear and Trembling
 
The Call to Personal Faithfulness
“Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you…”
—Philippians 2:12–13
This is not a call to anxiety—
but to reverent responsibility.
We will each answer for:
	How we treated fellow believers

	Whether we honored others’ consciences

	Whether we obeyed what the Spirit told us

Not whether we policed other people’s convictions.
 
God Works in Different People, in Different Ways
Some people grow in churches with liturgy.
Others thrive under expository preaching.
Some pray in tongues.
Others do not.
The real question isn’t uniformity.
It’s fruit.
“By their fruit you will recognize them.”
—Matthew 7:20
If another denomination is bearing love, joy, peace, patience…
then the Spirit is present.
We don’t have to explain it.
We just have to honor it.
 
Denominations Can Be Useful—But Must Be Humble
Denominations aren’t inherently evil.
They help organize missions, training, and leadership.
But they become destructive when:
	They claim exclusive truth

	They demonize other believers

	They stop listening to the Spirit outside their own walls

We must return to the truth that:
There is one body, one Spirit, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all.
(Ephesians 4:4–6)
 
Devotional Reflection
Have you judged a brother or sister because of their denomination?
Have you assumed their convictions were wrong—just because they weren’t yours?
Ask God to help you see the Church as He does:
diverse, messy, and growing—
but still His.
 
Prayer
Lord,
You are the God of every tribe and tongue.
Forgive us for dividing what You intended to be one.
Forgive us for mistaking personal conviction for universal truth.
Show us how to walk humbly with our own conscience,
and how to honor Yours at work in others.
Make us one Church again—
not by erasing difference,
but by filling us all with the same Spirit,
and the same love.
Amen.
 

Chapter 13: The Essentials  –  Christ, Truth, and the Spiritual War
 
A: Jesus, the Cornerstone
B: The Bible, the Foundation of All Truth
C: Satan, the Present Ruler of a Temporary World
D: What Unites Us Must Be Greater Than What Divides Us
 
Intro: Doctrines Divide—But Doctrine Also Unites
Christians disagree about many things.
But if we forget what we agree on—
we’ve lost more than a debate.
We’ve lost our identity.
Denominations may differ on baptism, worship, church government, or prophecy.
But none of these is the cornerstone.
There are truths so essential—so central to the gospel—
that if they’re missing, it’s not Christianity at all.
This chapter is about those truths.
The non-negotiables.
They are not up for revision.
Not subject to denominational taste.
Not meant to be softened for modern culture.
These truths do not bend.
They anchor.
 
(A) Jesus, the Cornerstone
 
“No one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.”
—1 Corinthians 3:11
If you get Jesus wrong, you get everything wrong.
He is not optional.
Not symbolic.
Not just a moral teacher.
He is God in flesh.
The eternal Word.
The spotless Lamb.
The risen King.
 
What Must All Christians Believe About Jesus?
	He was born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23)

	He lived a sinless life (2 Corinthians 5:21)

	He died a substitutionary death (Romans 5:8)

	He rose bodily from the grave (1 Corinthians 15:3–4)

	He is coming again to judge and to reign (Acts 1:11; Revelation 22:12)

Without these, there is no gospel.
No forgiveness.
No victory.
No Christianity.
 
Salvation by Faith Alone, Through Grace Alone
“It is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God.”
—Ephesians 2:8
Salvation is not by works.
Not by law.
Not by human merit.
Only by believing in Jesus, repenting, and receiving the gift of life.
This truth cannot be softened.
It must be preached, protected, and passed on.
 
(B) The Bible, the Foundation of All Truth
 
If Jesus is the cornerstone,
Scripture is the frame through which we see Him rightly.
We cannot know who Jesus truly is unless we believe what God’s Word says about Him.
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful…”
—2 Timothy 3:16
“The sum of your word is truth.”
—Psalm 119:160
The Church cannot be united without a shared foundation.
And that foundation is not tradition.
Not emotion.
Not cultural consensus.
It is the Word of God—perfect, inspired, inerrant.
 
What Does Inerrancy Mean?
It means the Bible is without error in all that it affirms—
in history, theology, and spiritual truth.
It means:
	God does not lie

	God does not change

	God does not contradict Himself

And His Word—because it is His—is as trustworthy as He is.
 
If We Disagree on Scripture, We Disagree on Everything
You can’t say you follow Jesus
but ignore what He said.
You can’t say you love God
and rewrite His Word.
If the Bible is up for negotiation,
then the faith will crumble under every new pressure.
Unity demands truth that doesn’t move.
And Scripture is that unmovable truth.
 
(C) Satan, the Present Ruler of a Temporary World
 
A Real Enemy, Often Ignored
“The whole world lies in the power of the evil one.”
—1 John 5:19
“The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers…”
—2 Corinthians 4:4
The modern world laughs at Satan.
So, sadly, do many churches.
But Jesus didn’t.
He called Satan “the prince of this world” (John 12:31).
He said he was a murderer from the beginning (John 8:44).
And He came to destroy the works of the devil (1 John 3:8).
 
Why This Matters for Church Unity
Satan thrives in confusion.
In division.
In compromise.
When we deny he exists,
we lower our guard.
When we divide over non-essentials,
he celebrates.
And when we drift from Scripture,
he steps in with subtle lies.
That’s why Paul urges us:
“Put on the full armor of God… for our struggle is not against flesh and blood.”
—Ephesians 6:11–12
The Church doesn’t just face disagreement.
It faces a war—invisible, spiritual, and deadly serious.
 
(D) What Unites Us Must Be Greater Than What Divides Us
 
These Essentials Are the Spine of the Church
We may not agree on:
	When Christ returns

	How to baptize

	What spiritual gifts remain

	What church governance looks like

But if we agree on:
	Jesus as Savior and Lord

	Salvation by grace through faith

	The authority and inerrancy of Scripture

	The reality of sin, Satan, and the need for rescue

	The call to holiness and love in Christ

Then we are one Church.
 
 
This Is Where We Plant Our Flag
Not in our denomination.
Not in our theological camp.
Not in our traditions.
But in Christ.
In His Word.
And in the unchanging truth that saves.
 
Devotional Reflection
Which “essentials” are you holding tightly today?
Are you anchored in the gospel—or in secondary arguments?
Do you believe the Bible is the final word in your life?
Have you underestimated the presence of evil in this world?
Come back to what is immovable.
Come back to Jesus.
 
Prayer
Lord,
You are the truth that never changes.
Your Word is the rock beneath our feet.
Your Son is the only name under heaven by which we are saved.
Let us never drift from these essentials—
not for popularity, not for comfort, not for pride.
Remind us that Satan is real, but defeated.
That truth is absolute, not relative.
And that unity begins when we all bend our knees
at the foot of the cross.
Amen.
 
 

Chapter 14: Lord, Lord — When Faith Is Counterfeit and Assurance Is Shaken
 
A: Many Will Say, “Lord, Lord” — But Be Unknown
B: The Word Is Your Mirror — Not the Preacher’s Words
C: Assurance Found in Spirit and Truth
 
Intro: A Sobering Reality
Not everyone who looks Christian really is.
Not everyone who says “Jesus” really knows Him.
Not everyone who fills a pew on Sunday will be welcomed home on the Last Day.
Jesus Himself said so:
“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven… Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name…?’ Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’”
—Matthew 7:21–23
This is perhaps the most chilling passage in the New Testament.
It unsettles believers.
It shakes our sense of security.
But that was Jesus’ intention — not to paralyze His followers with fear,
but to warn them:
It is possible to appear religious yet remain unredeemed.
So how do you know?
How can you have confidence that your faith is real — and not counterfeit?
The answer is not to look deeper into yourself,
but deeper into His Word and the witness of His Spirit.
 
(A) Many Will Say, “Lord, Lord” — But Be Unknown
 
Good Deeds Don’t Equal Salvation
Notice what Jesus rebukes in Matthew 7:
these people did many religious works:
— prophesying
— casting out demons
— performing miracles
Yet none of these proved they belonged to Him.
They were busy doing things for Jesus
without ever being known by Jesus.
This is a warning against:
	External religion without internal rebirth.

	Activity without relationship.

	Profession without possession.

 
Why So Many Are Deceived
Part of the danger comes from being surrounded by spiritual activity:
loud preaching, emotional worship, charitable deeds, crowded gatherings.
It’s easy to mistake all of that for genuine faith.
Especially when preachers and movements assure you:
"You’re fine. Just say this prayer. Just give this gift. Just attend this service."
But Jesus insists:
the test is not what you’ve done,
but whether you’ve truly known Him —
and been made new by His Spirit.
 
(B) The Word Is Your Mirror — Not the Preacher’s Words
 
Don’t Simply Trust What You Hear
“Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves.”
—2 Corinthians 13:5
Many believers only ever hear Scripture secondhand.
They trust the preacher, the church, the tradition —
but never open the Book for themselves.
Yet every believer is called to know the truth directly.
“Now the Bereans… examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.”
—Acts 17:11
Even Paul’s teaching was tested against the Word!
If you want to know whether your faith is real,
look into Scripture as your mirror.
Not your feelings.
Not what others say.
Not your activity.
God’s Word alone reveals who you really are.
 
Pray for Wisdom and Discernment
James promises:
“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him.”
—James 1:5
Pray daily for wisdom to see your heart clearly —
and to see Jesus clearly.
Ask the Spirit to show you what’s true and what’s false —
both around you and within you.
 
(C) Assurance Found in Spirit and Truth
 
The Spirit Bears Witness
“The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.”
—Romans 8:16
You are not left to figure it out alone.
The Holy Spirit assures believers by producing fruit in their lives:
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.
Not perfection — but direction.
Not flawless — but fruitful.
 
Genuine Faith Perseveres
“He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”
—Philippians 1:6
True faith endures —
not because you’re strong,
but because He is faithful.
The question is not whether you’ve done enough.
The question is whether you’ve truly trusted Jesus —
and whether His life is growing in you.
 
Devotional Reflection
Does this chapter unsettle you?
That may be the Spirit’s kindness — inviting you to examine yourself
and to run to Him afresh.
Have you been content to let others tell you what the Bible says?
Or have you searched it yourself?
Have you asked God for wisdom —
and trusted Him to reveal what is true?
 
Prayer
Lord,
You warn us not to assume —
not to coast,
not to rest in outward appearances.
Search me and know me.
Show me what is true about my heart.
Give me wisdom to discern truth from error.
Give me courage to seek You in Your Word
and to pray without ceasing for Your guidance.
And may Your Spirit bear witness in me —
that I am truly Yours.
Amen.
 
 

Chapter 15: Wolves in the Fold — How to Recognize a False Church
 
A: The Warnings of Scripture
B: The Marks of a False Teacher
C: Why Crowds and Sincerity Are Not Proof
 
Intro: The Danger Inside the Fence
Sheep expect danger to come from the outside —
a lion, a bear, a thief.
But what happens when the threat wears wool?
When the danger comes from the pulpit?
When the wolf walks freely among the flock —
and few seem to notice?
Jesus warned:
“Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves.”
—Matthew 7:15
Paul echoed:
“I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock.”
—Acts 20:29
False teachers aren’t just out there somewhere.
They stand inside the church — often welcomed, celebrated, and followed.
So how do you recognize them?
And what do you do when you find them?
 
(A) The Warnings of Scripture
 
Not a Rare Exception, but a Constant Threat
False prophets have been around since Israel’s earliest days.
God continually warned His people not to follow voices that promised prosperity without repentance,
blessing without obedience.
Jesus, Paul, Peter, John, and Jude all warned that the church age would be no different.
“But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you.”
—2 Peter 2:1
They’re not rare.
They’re expected.
 
The Tragedy of Tolerance
One of the marks of a lukewarm church is its willingness to tolerate wolves in the name of unity.
“You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophet…”
—Revelation 2:20
Unity is precious.
But unity with lies is dangerous.
A church that refuses to confront false teaching invites judgment.
 
(B) The Marks of a False Teacher
 
Greed
“In their greed these teachers will exploit you with fabricated stories.”
—2 Peter 2:3
False teachers are often obsessed with money —
promising blessings in exchange for gifts,
manipulating the poor,
living in luxury while demanding sacrifice from others.
If the teaching seems designed to enrich the teacher rather than magnify Christ,
beware.
 
Manipulation and Control
“They secretly introduce destructive heresies…”
—2 Peter 2:1
False teachers often use fear, guilt, and shame to keep followers loyal.
They twist Scripture to justify their control.
They discourage questions and isolate dissenters.
If the ministry revolves around a man rather than the Messiah,
if transparency is absent,
if leaving is painted as rebellion against God —
beware.
 
Twisting the Gospel
“Even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let them be under God’s curse!”
—Galatians 1:8
False teachers often minimize sin,
deny the cross,
downplay repentance,
or turn the gospel into self-help and prosperity.
If Christ crucified is no longer the center —
if repentance is replaced by self-affirmation —
if the Bible is treated as optional —
beware.
 
Denial of Christ’s Work
“They will secretly introduce… denying the sovereign Lord who bought them.”
—2 Peter 2:1
False teachers may use the name “Jesus” but redefine who He is and what He did.
They may deny His deity, His resurrection, His atonement, or His return.
If the Jesus preached is not the Jesus of Scripture —
beware.
 
(C) Why Crowds and Sincerity Are Not Proof
 
Many Follow Them
“Many will follow their depraved conduct and will bring the way of truth into disrepute.”
—2 Peter 2:2
False teachers often have large crowds.
Their ministries look alive and successful.
But numbers do not prove blessing.
In fact, Jesus said:
“Wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it.”
—Matthew 7:13
 
Sincerity Is Not Enough
Many false teachers genuinely believe they’re serving God —
but sincerity without truth is still deadly.
“They are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on knowledge.”
—Romans 10:2
A kind smile, a moving sermon, a passionate plea —
none of these can substitute for faithfulness to the Word.
 
What Should You Do?
	Compare everything you hear to Scripture (Acts 17:11).

	Pray for discernment.

	Speak the truth in love when you see error.

	If necessary, leave — and find a fellowship faithful to the gospel.

 
Devotional Reflection
Have you assumed that everyone who stands in a pulpit speaks for God?
Have you ignored red flags because the crowd seemed blessed?
Ask the Spirit to open your eyes.
And pray for the courage to act if you see wolves among the sheep.
 
Prayer
Lord,
Your Word warns us that wolves will come —
sometimes in robes, sometimes in suits,
sometimes with Bibles in hand.
Give us wisdom to recognize what is false,
courage to stand for what is true,
and love to protect those who are vulnerable.
Keep us from being deceived by appearances,
and teach us to discern all things by Your Word.
Amen.
 
 

Chapter 16: The Health and Wealth Gospel — A Different Jesus
 
A: How the Prosperity Gospel Distorts the Truth
B: Why “Mass Healings” and Showy Displays Deceive Many
C: Real Healing, Real Hope
 
Intro: A Gospel Too Good to Be True
They promise healing.
They promise riches.
They promise victory over every problem — right now — if you just have enough faith.
It sounds like good news.
But it isn’t the gospel.
It’s a counterfeit.
And it enslaves countless souls.
Paul warned:
“If someone comes to you and preaches a Jesus other than the Jesus we preached… you put up with it easily enough.”
—2 Corinthians 11:4
The health-and-wealth movement preaches a different Jesus:
a Jesus who exists to serve our desires
instead of calling us to take up our cross.
We must see this false gospel for what it is —
and return to the Jesus of Scripture.
 
(A) How the Prosperity Gospel Distorts the Truth
 
Turning God into a Vending Machine
The prosperity gospel teaches that God exists to bless us materially.
If you pray enough, believe enough, sow enough “seed money,”
you can unlock His favor — as if He were a vending machine.
This turns faith into a tool to get what we want —
instead of trusting God’s will, even in suffering.
“Some people think that godliness is a means to financial gain. But godliness with contentment is great gain.”
—1 Timothy 6:5–6
 
Ignoring Jesus’ Example
Jesus had no wealth.
No palace.
No earthly power.
“Foxes have holes and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.”
—Luke 9:58
If our Savior lived poor, suffered, and was rejected —
why would we believe faith guarantees wealth and comfort?
 
Shaming the Suffering
One of the cruelest lies of this movement is that if you are sick or poor,
it’s your fault — because you lacked faith.
But Scripture says trials refine us, not shame us (James 1:2–4).
And suffering often brings us closer to Christ (Romans 5:3–5).
 
(B) Why “Mass Healings” and Showy Displays Deceive Many
 
The Spectacle Draws Crowds
False teachers put on impressive shows:
— people falling to the ground
— dramatic claims of instant healing
— expensive suits and bright lights
It looks like power.
But often it’s manipulation, psychology, or outright fraud.
Jesus warned:
“A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a sign!”
—Matthew 16:4
Miracles do happen —
but they are never for show.
 
Jesus’ Miracles Were Different
When Jesus healed,
it was quiet.
Personal.
And it pointed to God — not the healer.
“Jesus sternly charged them to tell no one.”
—Mark 1:43–44
Today’s performers seek applause and offerings —
while Jesus sought only the Father’s glory.
 
False Healing Hurts the Hurting
When people are promised healing that never comes,
many walk away from faith entirely.
They believe God failed them —
when in reality, a false teacher deceived them.
 
 
(C) Real Healing, Real Hope
 
God Still Heals — But Not Always Now
God can and does heal.
Sometimes instantly.
Sometimes over time.
Sometimes through doctors.
Sometimes only in eternity.
Paul himself endured a “thorn in the flesh” that God chose not to remove (2 Corinthians 12:7–9).
Faith doesn’t demand healing —
it trusts God’s goodness, whatever He decides.
 
True Riches Are in Christ
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”
—Matthew 5:3
The real gospel promises forgiveness of sin,
peace with God,
eternal life —
not mansions and sports cars.
If Christ is yours,
you already possess the greatest treasure.
 
Devotional Reflection
Have you believed that God owes you health or wealth because of your faith?
Have you judged others for their suffering?
Ask Him to help you see Jesus as enough —
even without miracles, even without riches.
And pray for discernment to spot when a “different Jesus” is being preached.
 
Prayer
Lord,
We confess that we often want comfort more than holiness.
We chase blessings instead of chasing You.
Protect us from the lie that You exist to serve us —
and teach us to serve You.
Give us faith that endures even when healing doesn’t come.
Give us joy that rests in You, not in possessions.
And give us eyes to recognize the true gospel —
and to reject anything less.
Amen.
 
 

Chapter 17: The Cult of Personality — When Men Replace Christ
 
A: When Leaders Demand What Belongs to Jesus
B: How Cultish Churches Twist Loyalty and Truth
C: Why Christ Alone Must Be Exalted
 
Intro: The Danger of Charisma Without Christ
Some of the most dangerous movements in history didn’t start with lies —
they started with a man.
A man with vision.
A man with charisma.
A man who spoke with conviction.
A man who convinced others he was the only one who could truly interpret God’s will.
Over time, the focus shifts from Jesus to the leader.
From Scripture to his opinions.
From God’s glory to his control.
This is not new.
Paul warned the Corinthians:
“One says, ‘I follow Paul’; another, ‘I follow Apollos’… Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you?”
—1 Corinthians 1:12–13
And yet, thousands of years later, we still fall for the same trap.
 
(A) When Leaders Demand What Belongs to Jesus
 
The Subtle Shift
It often begins innocently enough.
A gifted teacher.
A passionate visionary.
A faithful pastor who attracts followers.
But over time, a subtle shift occurs:
— His word starts carrying more weight than the Word.
— His personality overshadows the gospel.
— His preferences become “doctrine.”
Instead of pointing to Jesus,
he builds his own name and kingdom.
 
The Danger of “Special Revelation”
Many cultish movements are fueled by leaders who claim to receive secret, personal revelation from God —
revelation that contradicts or adds to Scripture.
Examples abound:
— New doctrines “revealed” only to the founder.
— Predictions of dates for Christ’s return.
— Claims of exclusive authority to interpret the Bible.
But God’s Word warns:
“Even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let them be under God’s curse!”
—Galatians 1:8
 
(B) How Cultish Churches Twist Loyalty and Truth
 
Demands for Absolute Loyalty
In healthy churches, members are encouraged to grow in Christ —
to question, to study, to mature.
In cult-like churches, members are expected to obey without question —
to treat the leader’s word as final,
to cut off anyone who disagrees,
to fear leaving.
Jesus said:
“You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them… Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant.”
—Matthew 20:25–26
Any church where the leader rules like a king instead of serving like Christ
has lost its way.
 
Isolating Members from the Body of Christ
Cultish groups often insist they are the only “true church,”
that all other Christians are compromised,
that salvation is only found in their fellowship.
But Scripture says:
“Everyone who confesses that Jesus is the Son of God — God abides in them, and they in God.”
—1 John 4:15
No human organization has the right to declare itself the exclusive gatekeeper of heaven.
 
(C) Why Christ Alone Must Be Exalted
 
Only One Name Saves
“There is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.”
—Acts 4:12
The Church belongs to Christ —
not to any pastor, prophet, or founder.
When a leader begins to demand worship —
or when followers talk more about the man than the Messiah —
the foundation has already cracked.
 
 
 
Testing the Leader by the Word
A true servant of Christ will:
✅ Point people to Jesus, not himself.
✅ Invite accountability, not demand blind loyalty.
✅ Preach Scripture, not personal revelation.
✅ Serve with humility, not seek celebrity.
We must never be so impressed with a man
that we forget the only One worthy of worship.
 
Devotional Reflection
Have you placed more trust in a teacher, pastor, or leader than in Christ Himself?
Have you allowed someone’s charisma to cloud your judgment?
Have you confused loyalty to a man with faithfulness to Jesus?
Pray that God would open your eyes to see clearly
and give you the courage to follow Christ above all.
 
Prayer
Lord Jesus,
You are the head of the Church,
the only Shepherd of the sheep.
Forgive us for lifting up men where only You deserve glory.
Give us discernment to see when leaders seek their own kingdom
instead of Yours.
Keep our eyes fixed on You —
the author and perfecter of our faith.
Amen.
 

Chapter 18: Holding Fast — How to Discern and Stand Firm
 
A: Testing the Spirits — Why Discernment Matters
B: The Bible as Your Only Sure Guide
C: Loving the Truth Enough to Leave Error
 
Intro: Standing When Others Fall
After so many warnings — about counterfeit faith, wolves, false gospels, and cultish leaders — it’s easy to feel overwhelmed.
How can anyone stay faithful in a world so full of deception?
How can you be sure you won’t be swept away?
The answer is not in being smarter or stronger than others.
It’s in holding fast to what is true, and to the One who is Truth Himself.
Paul’s encouragement is still for us today:
“So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the teachings we passed on to you.”
—2 Thessalonians 2:15
You can discern.
You can stand.
And by His Spirit and His Word — you will.
 
(A) Testing the Spirits — Why Discernment Matters
 
Not Everything Spiritual Comes from God
“Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.”
—1 John 4:1
We cannot afford to be naïve.
Just because something seems spiritual —
just because it feels powerful —
just because it’s popular —
does not mean it’s from God.
We are commanded to test everything.
Not with suspicion or cynicism — but with discernment.
 
Pray for Wisdom
God doesn’t leave you to figure it out alone.
“If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you.”
—James 1:5
Ask Him daily to open your eyes and guard your heart.
The Spirit delights to lead you into truth (John 16:13).
 
(B) The Bible as Your Only Sure Guide
 
Feelings Fade, Opinions Change — But the Word Stands
When others twist Scripture,
when your feelings betray you,
when the world’s wisdom confuses you —
God’s Word remains solid.
“The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God endures forever.”
—Isaiah 40:8
Compare every teaching, every sermon, every spiritual experience to what is written.
If it doesn’t align — reject it.
 
Be Like the Bereans
Even Paul’s teaching was tested by Scripture.
“Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character… for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.”
—Acts 17:11
A true teacher of God will welcome questions and accountability —
because the truth has nothing to fear from examination.
 
(C) Loving the Truth Enough to Leave Error
 
The Courage to Walk Away
Sometimes the hardest part of discernment is what it costs you.
If you discover that your church, your favorite teacher, or even your family is walking in error —
you may need to walk away.
This is never easy.
But Jesus said:
“Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of me…”
—Matthew 10:37
Loving Christ means loving the truth — even when it hurts.
 
Cling to Christ, Not to a Crowd
You may feel alone when you leave error.
You may lose friends, position, or reputation.
But you gain Him.
And He promises:
“Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.”
—Hebrews 13:5
 
 
Holding Fast Until the End
“Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.”
—Hebrews 10:23
Discernment is not just about seeing what’s false —
it’s about clinging to what is true.
 
Devotional Reflection
Have you tested what you’ve been taught — or simply accepted it?
Have you asked God for wisdom to discern?
Have you loved Christ enough to walk away from error when necessary?
Pray for strength to hold fast,
eyes to see clearly,
and a heart that loves truth more than comfort.
 
Prayer
Father,
We live in a world of lies —
but You are the God of truth.
Help us to test everything by Your Word.
Give us courage to let go of what is false
and cling to what is true.
When the crowd walks the other way,
keep us walking with You.
And when we feel weak,
remind us that You are faithful —
and You will hold us fast.
Amen.
 
Chapter 19: The Church Jesus Prayed For — One, Pure, and Unshaken
A: Jesus’ Prayer for His People
B: Why Unity Must Be Rooted in Truth
C: How to Walk in Hope — Even When You Fear Being Found Wanting
 
Intro: The Final Vision
On the night before the cross —
with betrayal in motion and the weight of the world upon Him —
Jesus prayed.
But He didn’t pray for escape.
He didn’t pray for revenge.
He prayed for us.
For His Church.
For the people who would bear His name in a broken world.
“That they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you… that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me.”
—John 17:21, 23
After all the warnings of wolves, false gospels, and counterfeit faith —
we end here:
with the hope that what Jesus prayed for will come to pass.
 
(A) Jesus’ Prayer for His People
 
One Church — Not Many
Jesus’ prayer was not that we would splinter into thousands of competing tribes,
but that we would be united —
not by denominational labels,
not by secondary doctrines,
but by Himself.
The world is watching.
And Jesus said our unity would show them the truth of His mission.
Unity is not a strategy.
It is our witness.
 
Pure and Holy
Jesus also prayed:
“Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.”
—John 17:17
His prayer was not just that we would be united,
but that we would be holy —
set apart from the world’s lies and sin,
living out the truth of His Word.
The Church He envisions is both one and pure —
standing together, yet standing out.
 
(B) Why Unity Must Be Rooted in Truth
 
Not Unity at Any Cost
We cannot achieve true unity by ignoring truth.
We cannot link arms with wolves or false gospels
and still call it faithfulness.
The Church Jesus prayed for is united in Him —
and He is the Truth.
Our unity must be deep enough to withstand disagreement
but firm enough to reject deception.
 
 
What About Denominations?
While denominations reflect our differences,
they do not have to destroy our unity.
When we agree on the essentials —
Christ crucified and risen,
salvation by grace through faith,
the authority of God’s Word —
we are still one Church.
We may worship differently.
We may disagree on the lesser things.
But we are still the Body of Christ.
 
(C) How to Walk in Hope — Even When You Fear Being Found Wanting
 
The Fear of Hearing “I Never Knew You”
After reading Matthew 7 —
where Jesus says, “Many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ … then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you’” —
many believers feel afraid.
"What if that’s me?"
That fear is not bad if it leads you to examine your faith (2 Corinthians 13:5).
But you don’t need to live paralyzed by it.
The very fact that you care —
that you grieve over sin,
that you long to be sure,
that you seek His face in prayer and Scripture —
is evidence that His Spirit is at work in you.
 
 
How You Can Be Sure
“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.”
—John 10:27
If you are clinging to Christ,
trusting in His finished work,
and seeing the fruit of His Spirit in your life —
you belong to Him.
Your assurance does not come from perfection,
but from the One who promised:
“Whoever comes to me I will never cast out.”
—John 6:37
 
The Church Will Stand
The Church Jesus prayed for will not fail.
He will purify His bride.
He will gather His flock.
He will finish what He began.
The Church is not held together by our faithfulness —
but by His.
 
Devotional Reflection
Are you afraid you may one day hear, “I never knew you”?
Have you doubted whether you truly belong to Him?
Run to His Word.
Rest in His promise.
Trust His Spirit.
You are not saved because you are strong —
but because He is faithful.
And remember: you are not alone.
You are part of the Church He prayed for —
one, pure, and unshaken.
 
Prayer
Lord Jesus,
Thank You for praying for us —
even as You faced the cross.
Thank You that Your prayer will not fail —
that Your Church will be made one,
that Your people will be made holy,
that Your bride will be ready.
Keep us from fear.
Keep us from falsehood.
And keep us close to You —
until we see You face to face.
Amen.
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