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Introduction

Why Israel and the End Times Create So Much Confusion

Few subjects in Christianity create as much debate as the relationship
between Israel and the end times.

Entire books, conferences, and ministries have been built around interpreting
prophetic passages connected to Israel. Charts are drawn. Timelines are
proposed. Current events are examined as possible signs of the approaching
end.

Yet sincere believers studying the same Scriptures often reach very different
conclusions.

Some see the modern nation of Israel as the central piece of God’s unfolding
prophetic plan.

Others believe the promises to Israel find their fulfillment primarily through
Christ and His Church.

Some interpret prophetic passages literally and sequentially.

Others understand them more symbolically.

Because of this, discussions about Israel and the end times can easily become
confusing—and sometimes even divisive.

But beneath these debates lies something deeper.

The Bible describes a spiritual conflict that has existed since the earliest
chapters of Scripture. The struggle between good and evil did not begin in
human politics or military conflicts. It began with rebellion in the unseen
realm and the deception of humanity in the Garden.

From that moment forward, human history has unfolded within a world
affected by that spiritual rebellion.

This perspective helps explain why certain events in history seem unusually
significant.
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Why has the Jewish people —one of the smallest ancient populations —
remained distinct for thousands of years?

Why have so many powerful empires attempted to destroy them?

Why does the small land of Israel repeatedly become the center of global
attention?

And why does the subject of Israel provoke such strong emotions across
cultures and religions?

The Bible suggests that the visible conflicts of history may reflect a deeper
struggle occurring in the unseen spiritual realm.

Understanding that larger spiritual context can help clarify why Israel appears
so often in discussions about prophecy and the end of the age.

At the same time, Scripture also calls believers to humility when approaching
prophetic subjects. Many prophecies have proven far more complex than
earlier generations expected. Throughout history, Christians have frequently
believed they were living in the final moments before Christ’s return.

Yet the central message of the Bible has never changed.

God’s plan of redemption unfolds across history.

Christ has come.

Christ will return.

And the kingdom of God will ultimately triumph over every earthly power.

This book does not attempt to solve every prophetic mystery.

Instead, it seeks to step back and examine the broader story —how Israel fits
within the spiritual conflict described throughout Scripture, and why the
subject of Israel often generates confusion when discussing the end times.

By looking at the biblical narrative from Genesis to Revelation, we can better
understand the forces at work behind the events of history and approach these
questions with clarity rather than fear.
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How This Book Fits Within the Intruders in God’s Good Garden Series

The Intruders in God’s Good Garden series explores a central biblical idea:
The world God created was originally good.

In the beginning there was harmony between God, humanity, and creation.
But through rebellion and deception, that harmony was broken. Into God’s
good creation entered a series of destructive intruders—sin, evil, deception,
suffering, and death.

These intruders were never part of God’s original design.

They represent the corruption of a world that has turned away from its
Creator.

Each book in this series examines one aspect of that broken world and seeks
to explain it within the larger biblical story of redemption.

Why does evil feel so powerful?
Why does suffering exist in a world created by a good God?
Why does spiritual darkness influence human behavior and history?

This volume explores another area where confusion often arises.
Israel and the end times.

Throughout Scripture, Israel appears repeatedly at key moments in the
unfolding story of redemption. From the covenant with Abraham to the
coming of the Messiah, the Jewish people played a central role in God’s plan
to restore what was lost in the Garden.

Yet the story also shows that the forces opposed to God’s kingdom have
continually attempted to disrupt that plan.

Pharaoh attempted to destroy the Israelites in Egypt.
Haman plotted genocide in Persia.

Herod ordered the slaughter of infants in Bethlehem.
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Rome scattered the Jewish people across the world.

In more recent history, the Holocaust revealed again how intense the hatred
against the Jewish people can become.

Why does this pattern continue across centuries?

The Bible suggests that these events are not merely political or historical
accidents. They may reflect the deeper spiritual conflict between the kingdom
of God and the forces that oppose it.

Understanding this conflict helps explain why Israel often becomes the focal
point of discussions about prophecy and the end times.

At the same time, the larger message of Scripture reminds us that the ultimate
focus of God’s plan is not a nation, but a kingdom.

A kingdom established through Christ.
A kingdom that includes people from every tribe and nation.
And a kingdom that cannot be shaken.

Seen within this broader perspective, the story of Israel becomes part of the
greater story of redemption—the story of how God is restoring His creation
and reclaiming what was lost in the Garden.

That larger story remains the central theme of the Intruders in God’s Good
Garden series.
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Chapter 1 — The Covenant With Abraham

The story of Israel does not begin with a nation.
It begins with a man.

Not a king.
Not a warrior.
Not even a religious leader.

A wandering herdsman named Abram.

And from this unlikely beginning, God began a covenant that would shape
the course of human history.

Understanding that covenant is essential to understanding Israel, prophecy,
and much of the confusion surrounding the end times.

Because if the covenant with Abraham is misunderstood, the entire story that
follows can easily be misunderstood as well.

A World Far From God

By the time Abram appears in Scripture, the world had already drifted far
from the Creator.

The early chapters of Genesis reveal a tragic progression.
Creation was good.

Then came the fall.

Humanity multiplied, but so did corruption.

“The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with
violence.” — Genesis 6:11

After the flood, mankind again moved toward pride and rebellion.
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At Babel, humanity attempted to build a civilization independent of God.

“Let us build us a city and a tower... lest we be scattered abroad.” —
Genesis 11:4

God scattered the nations across the earth.
And in that moment of dispersion, something remarkable began.

God chose one man.

The Call of Abram

Abram lived in Ur of the Chaldees, a prosperous city in Mesopotamia.
It was a place of advanced culture, trade, and idol worship.
Yet God called Abram to leave it all behind.

“Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from
thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee.”
— Genesis 12:1

Abram was asked to walk away from:

his homeland

his extended family
his security

his future plans

And to go somewhere he had never seen.
Hebrews later describes the remarkable nature of that step of faith.

“By faith Abraham... went out, not knowing whither he went.” — Hebrews
11:8

This is the first glimpse of a pattern we will see throughout Scripture.

God often begins His work through unlikely people who simply trust Him.



11 of 165

The Promise

With the call came a promise.
A covenant.

God told Abram:

“And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy
name great... and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.” —

Genesis 12:2-3

Several elements of this promise are crucial.

First, Abram would become a great nation.

Second, God would bless him personally.

Third—and most importantly —the blessing would extend beyond Abram.
Through him, all families of the earth would be blessed.

Even in this early moment, God’s plan was never limited to one people
group.

The covenant with Abraham was the beginning of a redemption story meant
for the entire world.

The Land

God also promised Abram a specific land.
“Unto thy seed will I give this land.” — Genesis 12:7
Later the boundaries of this promise were described in greater detail.

“Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great
river, the river Euphrates.” — Genesis 15:18
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This land promise becomes one of the most discussed and debated elements
of biblical prophecy.

It sits at the center of many modern political and theological arguments.
Yet the promise itself was not originally political.
It was covenantal.

The land was meant to be a place where a people would live under God’s
guidance and reflect His character to the surrounding nations.

The Covenant Ceremony

In Genesis 15 something unusual occurs.
God formalizes His covenant with Abram through an ancient covenant ritual.

Animals were divided, and the two parties normally walked between the
pieces, symbolizing that breaking the covenant would bring judgment.

But in this case, Abram did not walk through the pieces.

Only God did.

“A smoking furnace, and a burning lamp... passed between those pieces.” —
Genesis 15:17

This symbolized something extraordinary.

The covenant did not depend on Abram’s ability to fulfill it.

God Himself guaranteed it.

This is why the Abrahamic covenant is often described as unconditional.

Its ultimate fulfillment rests on God's faithfulness.

The Name Change
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Later, God changed Abram’s name.
Abram became Abraham.

“Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be
Abraham; for a father of many nations have I made thee.” — Genesis 17:5

The new name reflected the expanding scope of God’s promise.
Abraham would not simply become the father of one tribe.

He would become the father of many nations.

The covenant was widening.

God’s purposes were bigger than anyone could yet see.

The Line of Promise

Abraham had more than one son.

But the covenant would continue through a specific line.

First through Isaac, not Ishmael.

“In Isaac shall thy seed be called.” — Genesis 21:12

Then through Jacob, later called Israel.

“A nation and a company of nations shall be of thee.” — Genesis 35:11
Through Jacob’s descendants the nation of Israel would emerge.

From that nation would come:

the Law

the prophets

the covenants

and ultimately the Messiah.
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Paul summarizes this unique role.

“Who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the
covenants... and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came.” — Romans
9:4-5

The Purpose of Israel

The covenant with Abraham was never intended to elevate Israel for its own
sake.

Israel was chosen for a purpose.

To be a witness.

To demonstrate what life with God looked like.

Moses explained this calling to the nation centuries later.

“Keep therefore and do them; for this is your wisdom and your understanding
in the sight of the nations.” — Deuteronomy 4:6

Israel was meant to reflect God’s character to the world.
Their obedience would reveal His wisdom.
Their history would reveal His faithfulness.

And through them would come the One who would bless all nations.

The Messiah

The most important part of the Abrahamic covenant is often overlooked.

God promised that all families of the earth would be blessed through
Abraham.

The New Testament explains what that meant.
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“The scripture... preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee
shall all nations be blessed.” — Galatians 3:8

The ultimate fulfillment of the promise was not political.

It was spiritual.

Through Abraham’s lineage came Jesus Christ.

And through Christ the blessing of salvation extends to the entire world.

“There is neither Jew nor Greek... for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.” —
Galatians 3:28

Why This Covenant Still Matters

The covenant with Abraham sits at the foundation of the biblical narrative.
It explains why Israel exists.

It explains why the land matters in Scripture.

It explains why the Messiah came through the Jewish people.

And it helps explain why the subject of Israel continues to generate such
intense discussion.

Because the covenant set in motion a story that ultimately involves the entire
world.

A Beginning, Not an Ending

When God called Abraham, the promise seemed almost impossible.
He was old.
His wife was barren.

He had no nation.
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No land.

No visible future.

Yet God’s promise did not depend on Abraham’s strength.
It depended on God’s faithfulness.

And that promise would unfold across centuries.

Through slavery in Egypt.

Through the wilderness.

Through kings and prophets.

Through exile and return.

Until finally, through Abraham’s descendants, the Savior of the world would
appear.

The covenant with Abraham was not merely the beginning of Israel’s story.
It was the beginning of God’s unfolding plan to redeem humanity.

And that story is still shaping the world today.
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Chapter 2 — The Seed and the Serpent

Before there was Israel...
Before there was Abraham...
Before there were nations...

There was a promise.

And that promise revealed a conflict that would shape the entire story of
humanity.

The Bible first introduces this conflict in the Garden of Eden.

The Fall in the Garden

God created the world good.
Very good.

“And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good.”
— Genesis 1:31

Humanity lived in direct fellowship with the Creator.

There was no death.
No corruption.
No rebellion.

But the peace of the garden did not last.
A deceiver entered the story.

“Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the Lord
God had made.” — Genesis 3:1

Through deception, the serpent tempted Eve to distrust God’s word.

The temptation was subtle but powerful.
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“Ye shall not surely die.” — Genesis 3:4

The lie suggested that God was withholding something good.
“Ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.” — Genesis 3:5
Humanity believed the lie.

Adam and Eve ate the fruit, and sin entered the world.

The First Prophecy

After the fall, God pronounced judgment on the serpent.
But within that judgment came a remarkable promise.

“And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed
and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” —
Genesis 3:15

This verse is often called the Protoevangelium, the first announcement of the
gospel.

It introduces two lines that will exist throughout history.
The seed of the serpent.

The seed of the woman.

These two lines represent opposing allegiances.

One aligned with rebellion against God.

The other aligned with God’s redemptive purposes.

From this moment forward, Scripture unfolds as the story of this conflict.

The Two Seeds
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The conflict appears immediately in the next generation.

Cain and Abel.

Abel offered a sacrifice in faith.

Cain rejected God’s instruction and murdered his brother.

“Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him.” — Genesis 4:8
The righteous line was attacked almost as soon as it appeared.

Yet God preserved the promise.

Another son was born to Adam and Eve.

“For God... hath appointed me another seed instead of Abel.” — Genesis
4:25

That son was Seth.

Through Seth’s descendants the line of promise continued.

A War Through History

From this point forward, the Bible repeatedly shows attempts to destroy the
line through which God’s promise would come.

Sometimes the attacks were obvious.

Sometimes they were subtle.

But the pattern is striking.

Pharaoh tried to eliminate Hebrew male children.

Haman attempted to destroy the Jews throughout the Persian empire.

Herod slaughtered infants in Bethlehem in an effort to kill the newborn
Messiah.



20 of 165

Each of these events appears in human history as political power struggles.
But Scripture hints that something deeper may be occurring.

A long war between the seed of the serpent and the seed of the woman.

The Seed Becomes Clearer

As Scripture progresses, the identity of the promised seed becomes more
defined.

God narrows the lineage step by step.

First through Abraham.

“In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.” — Genesis 22:18
Then through Isaac.

Then through Jacob.

From Jacob’s descendants comes the nation of Israel.

Later the promise narrows further to the tribe of Judah.

“The sceptre shall not depart from Judah.” — Genesis 49:10

Then to the line of David.

“I will establish the throne of his kingdom for ever.” — 2 Samuel 7:13

By the time the prophets speak, the identity of the coming Deliverer is
unmistakable.

A king.
A redeemer.
A suffering servant.

The Messiah.
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The Serpent’s Strategy

If the Messiah would come through this line, then destroying that line would
appear to be an effective strategy.

Throughout history, attempts to destroy Israel repeatedly emerge.

Egypt.
Assyria.

Babylon.
Persia.
Rome.

Later, other powers would attempt the same.
The persistence of these attempts has puzzled historians for centuries.

From a biblical perspective, the hostility may reflect the ancient conflict
described in Genesis 3:15.

The Messiah Appears

Eventually the promised seed arrived.
Jesus of Nazareth.

The New Testament directly connects Him to the promise given in the
garden.

Paul writes:

“When the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son.” —
Galatians 4:4

Jesus came through the lineage of Abraham and David.

But the serpent’s opposition did not end.
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Christ faced constant attempts on His life.

Religious leaders plotted against Him.

Eventually He was crucified.

At first glance, the crucifixion might appear to be the serpent’s victory.
But the opposite was true.

The cross was the moment the serpent’s defeat was secured.

The Bruised Heel and the Crushed Head

Genesis 3:15 contains two parts.

The serpent would bruise the heel of the seed.

The seed would crush the serpent’s head.

The crucifixion fulfilled the first part.

Christ suffered.

But through His death and resurrection, the decisive blow was delivered.
Paul explains this triumph.

“Having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly.”
— Colossians 2:15

The serpent wounded the heel.

But the head was crushed.

The Conflict Continues

Although Christ secured victory at the cross, the conflict has not yet fully
ended.
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Revelation describes the continued hostility of the serpent toward God’s
purposes.

“The dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the
remnant of her seed.” — Revelation 12:17

The ancient struggle continues until the final judgment.
But the outcome has already been determined.

The serpent’s defeat is certain.

The End of the Serpent

The final pages of Scripture describe the conclusion of this long war.
“And the devil... was cast into the lake of fire.” — Revelation 20:10

The serpent who deceived humanity in the garden will ultimately be removed
from creation.

The conflict that began in Eden will finally end.

Why This Matters

Understanding the promise of the seed and the serpent helps explain much of
the Bible’s storyline.

It explains the persistent attempts to destroy the line of the Messiah.
It explains why Israel repeatedly stands at the center of conflict.

And it helps us recognize that many events in history may involve more than
visible political forces.

Scripture presents a world where earthly events often reflect a deeper spiritual
struggle.

The seed has already come.
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The decisive victory has already been won.

But until the final restoration, the echoes of that ancient conflict continue to
shape human history.
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Chapter 3 — Why God Chose Israel

One of the most common questions people ask when reading the Bible is
simple but profound:

Why Israel?

Why did God choose one particular people to carry His covenant, receive His
law, and bring the Messiah into the world?

To many readers this choice seems mysterious. Some even see it as
favoritism. But Scripture gives several important reasons, and understanding
them helps clarify much of the Bible’s story.

Israel was not chosen because it was the strongest nation.
Nor because it was the most righteous.

In fact, the Bible says exactly the opposite.

Not Because They Were Great

When Moses spoke to Israel before they entered the Promised Land, he
addressed this question directly.

“The Lord did not set his love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were
more in number than any people; for ye were the fewest of all people.” —
Deuteronomy 7:7

Israel was not powerful.

It was not numerous.

It was not impressive by the standards of the world.
God deliberately chose a small and unlikely people.

This reflects a pattern seen throughout Scripture.
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God often works through what appears weak so that His power becomes
clear.

“Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.” —
Zechariah 4:6

Israel’s existence itself would become evidence of God’s work.

Because of the Covenant With Abraham

God’s choice of Israel began with a promise to Abraham.

“I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in
their generations for an everlasting covenant.” — Genesis 17:7

Through Abraham’s descendants, God intended to carry forward His plan of
redemption.

This covenant passed through Isaac, then Jacob, whose name was later
changed to Israel.

Jacob’s descendants became the twelve tribes that formed the nation.
God’s promise to Abraham was not forgotten.

It was unfolding across generations.

A Nation Set Apart

Israel was called to be different from the surrounding nations.
God told them:

“Ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation.” — Exodus
19:6

This statement reveals Israel’s purpose.

A priest stands between God and people.
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Israel was meant to represent God to the world.

Their laws, their worship, and their way of life were meant to reflect God’s
character.

If they lived faithfully, the surrounding nations would see something unique.
Moses explained it this way:

“Keep therefore and do them; for this is your wisdom and your understanding
in the sight of the nations.” — Deuteronomy 4:6

Israel was meant to be a living testimony of what life with the true God
looked like.

The Bearers of God’s Word

Another reason God chose Israel was to preserve and deliver His revelation.
Paul explains this clearly.

“Unto them were committed the oracles of God.” — Romans 3:2

Through Israel came:

The Law
The prophets
The writings of Scripture

Without Israel, the written record of God’s dealings with humanity might not
have been preserved.

The Bible itself is largely the product of God speaking through the people of
Israel.

The Line of the Messiah

Most importantly, the Messiah would come through Israel.
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God promised Abraham:

“In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.” — Genesis 22:18
This promise ultimately pointed to Christ.

Paul later explains this connection.

“Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made... and to thy seed,
which is Christ.” — Galatians 3:16

Jesus was born a Jew.
He came through the lineage of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Judah, and David.

Through Him the blessing promised to Abraham reached the entire world.

Israel’s Failure and God’s Faithfulness

The Bible does not present Israel as a flawless nation.
Far from it.
Israel often failed to live up to its calling.

The Old Testament repeatedly describes periods of disobedience, idolatry,
and rebellion.

Yet God remained faithful to His promises.
Even when Israel stumbled, the covenant continued.

The prophets frequently reminded the nation that God’s faithfulness did not
depend on their perfection.

“For I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not
consumed.” — Malachi 3:6

God’s promises endure because His character does not change.
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A Blessing for All Nations

One of the most important truths about Israel’s calling is that it was never
meant to exclude the rest of the world.

From the very beginning, God’s promise to Abraham included all nations.
“In thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.” — Genesis 12:3

Israel was chosen not to keep the blessing, but to carry it.

Through Israel came the Messiah.

Through the Messiah came salvation for every nation.

Jesus Himself made this clear.

“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations.” — Matthew 28:19

The story that began with one man and one nation expanded to include the
entire world.

The Continuing Mystery

Even today, the role of Israel raises many questions.

Why has this small nation remained so central in world affairs?

Why has it faced such persistent hostility throughout history?

Why do so many prophecies involve Jerusalem and the Jewish people?
These questions lead directly into the broader subject of this book.

Understanding why God chose Israel helps explain why Israel continues to
appear at the center of spiritual, historical, and prophetic discussions.

The covenant with Abraham began a story that has not yet fully reached its
conclusion.
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And the unfolding of that story continues to shape the world today.
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Chapter 4 — Pharaoh’s Attempt to Destroy Israel

Long before Israel became a nation in its own land, it first became a people in
bondage.

The story begins in Egypt.

What started as a refuge eventually became oppression, and oppression soon
turned into something darker—an attempt to destroy an entire people.

The events in Egypt reveal an important pattern that appears repeatedly
throughout Scripture: when God’s purposes begin to unfold, opposition often
rises against them.

From Favor to Fear

The descendants of Jacob arrived in Egypt during the days of Joseph.

Joseph had risen to power under Pharaoh and helped save Egypt from famine.
Because of this, Joseph’s family was welcomed into the land.

They settled in the region of Goshen and multiplied.

For a time, the relationship between Egypt and the Hebrews was peaceful.
But generations passed.

Joseph died.

The leaders who remembered him were gone.

Scripture tells us that a new Pharaoh arose.

“Now there arose up a new king over Egypt, which knew not Joseph.” —
Exodus 1:8

This new ruler saw something alarming.

The Hebrews were growing rapidly.
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“The children of Israel were fruitful, and increased abundantly... and the land
was filled with them.” — Exodus 1:7

What had once seemed harmless now appeared threatening.

Pharaoh began to fear the growing population.

The First Attempt: Oppression

Pharaoh’s first response was forced labor.

“Therefore they did set over them taskmasters to afflict them with their
burdens.” — Exodus 1:11

The Israelites were forced into harsh construction projects, building store
cities such as Pithom and Raamses.

But something unexpected happened.
Oppression did not weaken them.
It seemed to strengthen them.

“The more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and grew.” —
Exodus 1:12

Pharaoh’s strategy had failed.
The people continued to grow.

Fear turned into desperation.

The Second Attempt: Infanticide

Pharaoh then took a far more ruthless step.

He commanded the Hebrew midwives to kill every male child born to the
Israelites.
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“When ye do the office of a midwife to the Hebrew women... if it be a son,
then ye shall kill him.” — Exodus 1:16

But the midwives feared God more than they feared Pharaoh.

“The midwives feared God, and did not as the king of Egypt commanded
them.” — Exodus 1:17

Because of their courage, many children survived.

Pharaoh escalated again.

The Third Attempt: A National Decree

Pharaoh issued a command to all his people.

“Every son that is born ye shall cast into the river.” — Exodus 1:22
This was no longer a secret policy.

It was a public decree.

Every Hebrew male infant was to be drowned in the Nile.

It was an attempt to eliminate the next generation of Israel.

If successful, the nation would eventually disappear.

Yet even this attempt failed.

Because one child survived.

The Child Who Lived

A Hebrew woman hid her baby boy for three months.

When she could hide him no longer, she placed him in a small basket and set
him among the reeds of the Nile.
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Pharaoh’s own daughter discovered the child.
Instead of allowing him to die, she rescued him.
“She had compassion on him.” — Exodus 2:6
The child was named Moses.

Ironically, the boy Pharaoh sought to destroy would grow up in Pharaoh’s
own household.

Years later, that same child would return to confront Egypt’s ruler and lead
Israel out of bondage.

The attempt to destroy Israel had instead produced the man God would use to
deliver them.

A Pattern Begins

This story introduces a pattern that appears throughout the Bible.

At critical moments in God’s unfolding plan, attempts arise to destroy the
people through whom that plan will come.

In Egypt, the goal was to eliminate Israel before it could become a nation.
Later, Haman would attempt to destroy the Jews in Persia.

Centuries afterward, Herod would attempt to destroy the newborn Messiah.
Again and again, the pattern appears.

And again and again, the attempts fail.

The Hidden Hand of God

One of the remarkable features of the Exodus story is how often God works
quietly through unexpected people.
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Two midwives who refused Pharaoh’s command.

A mother who hid her child.

A basket placed among reeds.

A princess who showed compassion.

At first glance these events seem ordinary.

But together they preserved the life of Moses and the future of Israel.

God’s hand was guiding events even when it was not immediately visible.

The Deliverance

Eventually Moses returned to Egypt with a message from God.

“Let my people go.” — Exodus 5:1

Pharaoh resisted.

Plagues followed.

The Nile turned to blood.

Darkness covered the land.

Finally, after the death of the firstborn, Pharaoh released the Israelites.
Israel left Egypt as a nation.

What began as a family entering Egypt ended as a people delivered by God’s
power.

Why This Story Matters

Pharaoh’s attempt to destroy Israel reveals several truths that echo throughout
the rest of Scripture.
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First, opposition often rises when God’s purposes move forward.

Second, the destruction of Israel has been attempted more than once in
history.

Third, God’s promises cannot be easily undone.

The very attempt to destroy Israel led to the rise of Moses and the Exodus —
one of the most defining moments in biblical history.

A Foreshadowing of Future Conflicts

The events in Egypt may also hint at a deeper reality.
Behind visible political struggles may lie spiritual opposition to God’s plan.

Scripture later reveals that earthly kingdoms can be influenced by unseen
forces.

“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities...
against powers.” — Ephesians 6:12

What appears to be a conflict between nations may sometimes reflect a
deeper spiritual struggle.

This idea will appear again as we continue the story.
For the attempt to destroy Israel did not end in Egypt.
It would arise again.

And again.

Across centuries of history.
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Chapter 5 — Haman’s Genocide Plot

Centuries after Israel left Egypt, another attempt arose to destroy the Jewish
people.

This time the threat did not come from Egypt.
It came from the vast Persian Empire.

The story is recorded in the book of Esther, and it reveals one of the most
dramatic moments in Jewish history. A single royal decree nearly resulted in
the extermination of the Jewish people throughout one of the largest empires
the world had ever seen.

Yet once again, the destruction of Israel was narrowly prevented.

Jews in a Foreign Empire

By the time of Esther, many Jews were living far from their ancestral
homeland.

Earlier generations had been carried away into exile by the Babylonians when
Jerusalem was conquered. Later the Persian Empire replaced Babylon as the
dominant power in the region.

Many Jews returned to rebuild Jerusalem.
But many others remained scattered throughout the Persian territories.
The Persian Empire stretched across an enormous area.

“This is Ahasuerus which reigned, from India even unto Ethiopia, over an
hundred and seven and twenty provinces.” — Esther 1:1

Within this vast empire lived a Jewish man named Mordecai and his young
cousin Esther.

Neither of them knew that they would soon become central figures in one of
the most dangerous moments in Israel’s history.
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The Rise of Haman

Among the officials in the Persian court was a powerful man named Haman.
King Ahasuerus elevated him above the other princes of the kingdom.

“The king Ahasuerus promoted Haman... and advanced him, and set his seat
above all the princes.” — Esther 3:1

With his new position came authority and honor. People were expected to
bow before him.

Most did.
But Mordecai refused.

Scripture does not fully explain Mordecai’s reasoning, but the refusal angered
Haman deeply.

“When Haman saw that Mordecai bowed not... then was Haman full of
wrath.” — Esther 3:5

At first, Haman intended to punish Mordecai alone.

But his anger grew into something much darker.

A Plan to Destroy a People

When Haman learned that Mordecai was a Jew, his rage expanded.

“He thought scorn to lay hands on Mordecai alone... wherefore Haman
sought to destroy all the Jews that were throughout the whole kingdom.” —
Esther 3:6

This was no longer personal revenge.
It was a plan for genocide.

Haman approached the king with a carefully crafted accusation.
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“There is a certain people scattered abroad... and their laws are diverse from
all people.” — Esther 3:8

He portrayed the Jews as a troublesome and disloyal population.
Then he offered a solution.

“If it please the king, let it be written that they may be destroyed.” — Esther
3:9

The king granted the request.
A royal decree was issued throughout the empire.

“To destroy, to kill, and to cause to perish, all Jews, both young and old... in
one day.” — Esther 3:13

Men, women, and children were all included.
The date for the massacre was set.

Across 127 provinces, the Jewish people suddenly faced the threat of
extinction.

A Hidden Queen

Unknown to Haman, the queen of Persia herself was Jewish.

Esther had been chosen as queen earlier in the story, though her heritage had
not been revealed publicly.

When Mordecai learned of the decree, he sent a message to Esther urging her
to intervene.

But approaching the king without permission was dangerous.
Anyone who entered the king’s presence uninvited could be executed.

Esther hesitated.
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Mordecai’s response has echoed through history.

“If thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there enlargement
and deliverance arise to the Jews from another place... and who knoweth

whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” — Esther
4:14

Mordecai believed something deeply important.
Even if Esther refused, God would somehow preserve His people.

But Esther had been placed in a position where she might become the
instrument of that deliverance.

Esther’s Courage

Esther agreed to act.
But first she asked the Jewish people to fast and pray.

“Fast ye for me... and so will I go in unto the king, which is not according to
the law: and if I perish, I perish.” — Esther 4:16

Her words reveal remarkable courage.

She was willing to risk her life to protect her people.

Esther approached the king.

Instead of anger, the king extended mercy.

“The king held out to Esther the golden sceptre.” — Esther 5:2

This simple gesture meant she would live.

The Reversal

Through a series of events that followed, Haman’s plot began to unravel.
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The king learned of Mordecai’s loyalty in an earlier incident where he had
exposed an assassination attempt.

Ironically, Haman was forced to publicly honor the very man he hated.

“Thus shall it be done unto the man whom the king delighteth to honour.” —
Esther 6:9

Eventually Esther revealed Haman’s plan to destroy the Jews.

The king reacted with anger.

“Will he force the queen also before me in the house?” — Esther 7:8
Haman was executed on the very gallows he had prepared for Mordecai.

The decree against the Jews could not be revoked, but a new decree allowed
them to defend themselves.

When the appointed day arrived, the Jews survived.

The attempt to destroy them had failed.

The Feast of Purim

To commemorate their deliverance, the Jewish people established the feast of
Purim.

“The Jews ordained... that they would keep these two days according to their
writing.” — Esther 9:27

Even today, Jewish communities around the world celebrate Purim as a
reminder of how close their people once came to destruction—and how
unexpectedly that destruction was prevented.

The Pattern Continues
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Haman’s plot is one of several moments in history when the Jewish people
faced possible annihilation.

Egypt.

Persia.

Later, other attempts would arise.
Each time, the pattern is striking.
A powerful ruler.

A decree of destruction.

A people facing extinction.

And somehow, survival.

From a purely historical perspective, the repeated preservation of the Jewish
people is remarkable.

From a biblical perspective, it may reflect the unfolding of God’s covenant
promises.

The Unseen Dimension

One of the most unusual aspects of the book of Esther is that the name of
God does not appear directly in the text.

Yet His presence seems evident throughout the story.

The timing of events.

The placement of Esther as queen.

The king’s sleepless night that led him to review royal records.

The reversal of Haman’s plans.
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All of these events suggest a hidden hand guiding the outcome.

The story reminds us that even when God’s presence is not obvious, His
purposes may still be at work.

A Continuing Question

The plot of Haman raises an important question.

Why has hostility toward the Jewish people appeared so repeatedly
throughout history?

Political tensions alone do not always seem to explain the persistence of this
pattern.

For those who read Scripture carefully, the answer may involve more than
human motives.

The ancient conflict described in the Garden —the struggle between the seed
of the serpent and the seed of the woman—may still be unfolding.

And the survival of Israel may be part of that continuing story.
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Chapter 6 — Herod and the Birth of the Messiah

For centuries the prophets had spoken of a coming king.
A deliverer.

A ruler who would arise from the line of David and bring salvation to God’s
people.

By the time of the New Testament, many Jews were waiting for that promised
Messiah. Some expected a great political leader. Others hoped for a spiritual
redeemer. The details were debated, but the expectation was real.

And when the moment finally came, the birth of that long-awaited child
triggered yet another attempt to destroy the people through whom God’s
promise was unfolding.

This time the threat came from a king named Herod.

A Troubled King

Herod the Great ruled Judea under the authority of Rome.

He was a skilled political operator and a remarkable builder, responsible for
massive construction projects including the expansion of the temple in
Jerusalem.

But he was also deeply paranoid.

History records that Herod feared losing power to rivals, even within his own
family. He executed several of his own sons and even one of his wives
because he suspected threats to his throne.

It was into this tense political environment that Jesus was born.

The Arrival of the Magi

Not long after the birth of Jesus, a group of travelers arrived in Jerusalem.
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They were known as Magi, wise men from the East who studied the stars.
They came with a question that shocked the city.
“Where is he that is born King of the Jews?” — Matthew 2:2

They explained that they had seen a star that signaled the birth of this king
and had come to worship him.

Their question carried enormous implications.
There was already a king in Judea.

Herod.

And he had no intention of sharing his throne.

Fear in Jerusalem

The news spread quickly.
Scripture records the reaction.

“When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all
Jerusalem with him.” — Matthew 2:3

Herod’s fear was understandable.

A newborn king could threaten his power.

But the phrase “all Jerusalem with him” reveals something else.
The entire city sensed that something significant was happening.

Herod immediately sought more information.

The Prophecy
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Herod gathered the chief priests and scribes and asked them where the
Messiah was expected to be born.

They answered without hesitation.

“In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet.” — Matthew
2:5

They quoted the prophecy of Micah.

“But thou, Bethlehem... out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my
people Israel.” — Micah 5:2

The birthplace of the Messiah had been predicted centuries earlier.
Bethlehem.
The city of David.

Herod now knew where to look.

A Deceptive Plan

Herod secretly met with the Magi and asked them when the star had first
appeared.

Then he sent them to Bethlehem.
But his words concealed his true intentions.

“Go and search diligently for the young child; and when ye have found him,
bring me word again, that I may come and worship him also.” — Matthew
2:8

Herod had no intention of worshiping the child.

He intended to eliminate him.

The Star and the Child
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The Magi continued their journey.

The star they had seen earlier appeared again and guided them to the place
where the child was.

“They saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and
worshipped him.” — Matthew 2:11

They presented gifts.

Gold.

Frankincense.

Myrrh.

These gifts carried symbolic meaning—honor fit for a king.
But the Magi were warned in a dream not to return to Herod.

They departed by another route.

The Massacre of the Innocents

When Herod realized that the Magi had not returned, his anger exploded.
He issued a brutal order.

“He sent forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem... from two
years old and under.” — Matthew 2:16

The decree targeted every male child in the region.
It was a desperate attempt to destroy the newborn king.
Families throughout Bethlehem experienced unspeakable grief.

The prophecy of Jeremiah echoed in this tragedy.
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“Rachel weeping for her children, and would not be comforted.” —
Jeremiah 31:15

Yet the child Herod sought to kill had already been taken to safety.

The Escape to Egypt

Before the massacre began, Joseph received a warning.

“Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt.” —
Matthew 2:13

Joseph obeyed immediately.
Jesus and His family fled to Egypt and remained there until Herod died.

Once again, the attempt to destroy God’s plan failed.

The child survived.

Another Pattern

The story of Herod fits a pattern already seen earlier in Scripture.

Pharaoh attempted to destroy Hebrew children during the time of Moses.
Haman attempted to destroy the Jewish people during the Persian Empire.
Now Herod attempted to destroy the Messiah Himself.

Each event appears in history as the decision of a powerful ruler.

Yet the repeated pattern raises deeper questions.

Why do these moments of attempted destruction occur at critical points in
God’s redemptive plan?

Why do they appear just as God’s promises are moving toward fulfillment?
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Scripture suggests that earthly events may sometimes reflect deeper spiritual
realities.

The Seed of the Woman

From the earliest chapters of Genesis, the Bible describes a coming conflict.
“It shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” — Genesis 3:15
The promised seed of the woman would eventually defeat the serpent.

But before that victory could come, opposition would arise.

The birth of Jesus represented the arrival of that promised seed.

And the serpent’s resistance appeared immediately.

Yet the plan could not be stopped.

The Messiah Lives

Herod died not long after these events.

When Joseph learned of his death, he brought Mary and Jesus back to the
land of Israel.

The child who had escaped Herod’s decree would grow up quietly in
Nazareth.

Years later, He would begin His public ministry.

The attempt to destroy the Messiah at His birth had failed.
But the opposition would continue.

Eventually it would lead to the cross.

Yet even that apparent defeat would become the means through which God
accomplished His greatest victory.
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A Continuing Conflict

Herod’s attempt to kill the Messiah was not the last expression of hostility
toward God’s plan.

Throughout history, attempts to destroy the Jewish people have appeared
again and again.

And even today, Israel continues to stand at the center of global tensions.
For many observers, this pattern remains difficult to explain.

But within the biblical narrative, it echoes an ancient conflict that began in
Eden.

A conflict between the seed of the serpent and the seed of the woman.

A conflict that ultimately ends not with the triumph of earthly kings, but with
the victory of Christ.
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Chapter 7 — Rome and the Scattering of Israel

By the time of Jesus, Israel had already endured centuries of foreign
domination.

Babylon.

Persia.

Greece.

And now Rome.

The Jewish people still lived in the land promised to Abraham, but they were
no longer fully sovereign. Roman authority ruled Judea through governors,
client kings, and military presence.

The tension between Rome and the Jewish population simmered constantly.

But few could have imagined how dramatically that tension would soon erupt
—and how deeply it would shape the history of Israel for the next two
thousand years.

A Nation Under Roman Rule

The Roman Empire was one of the most powerful political systems the world
had ever seen.

Its armies were disciplined and formidable. Its administration was efficient.
Its influence stretched from Britain to the Middle East.

Yet the Jewish people were different from most conquered populations.
They refused to worship Roman gods.
They would not call Caesar divine.

Their loyalty ultimately belonged to the God of Israel.
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This made them difficult subjects in the eyes of Roman authorities.
At the same time, Jewish society itself was divided.

Various groups held different visions for the future of Israel.

Some sought cooperation with Rome.

Others longed for revolt.

Some waited for the Messiah to deliver them.

The atmosphere was tense and fragile.

The Growing Conflict

During the decades following the ministry of Jesus, unrest continued to grow.
Roman governors often mismanaged the region.

Heavy taxation, cultural tensions, and religious conflict created resentment
among the Jewish population.

Eventually, the frustration erupted into open rebellion.

In 66 AD, Jewish rebels rose against Roman authority.

At first, the revolt seemed successful.

Roman forces were driven out of Jerusalem.

The rebels believed that God might deliver them from Roman domination.

But Rome was not an empire that tolerated rebellion.

The Roman Response

Rome responded with overwhelming force.

General Vespasian was sent with experienced legions to suppress the revolt.
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Cities across Judea were captured.
Rebel strongholds were destroyed.
Thousands of people were killed or enslaved.

Eventually Vespasian returned to Rome to become emperor, leaving his son
Titus to complete the campaign.

The final target was Jerusalem.

The Siege of Jerusalem

In 70 AD, Roman armies surrounded the city.

Jerusalem was filled with pilgrims who had gathered for the Passover
festival.

As the siege tightened, conditions inside the city became desperate.
Food ran out.

Famine spread.

Violence erupted among rival factions within the city itself.

The historian Josephus, who witnessed the events, described horrifying
scenes of starvation and suffering.

Outside the walls, Roman legions prepared their final assault.
Inside the city, the temple —the center of Jewish religious life —still stood.

But not for long.

The Destruction of the Temple

Eventually the Romans breached the city.
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Fighting spread through the streets.
The temple complex became the final stronghold of resistance.

Despite orders to preserve it, the temple was set on fire during the chaos of
battle.

The magnificent structure built and expanded over centuries was destroyed.
The flames consumed the sanctuary.

The gold and treasures were taken.

The sacred center of Jewish worship was gone.

Jesus had warned of this moment decades earlier.

“There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown
down.” — Matthew 24:2

His words were fulfilled with startling precision.

The Dispersion

With Jerusalem destroyed, the Jewish revolt collapsed.
Thousands were killed.
Many others were enslaved and taken throughout the Roman Empire.

Jewish communities already scattered across the Mediterranean world grew
even larger as survivors fled or were deported.

This scattering is often called the diaspora.

For centuries afterward, the Jewish people lived dispersed across many
nations.

Without a temple.
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Without a unified homeland.

Yet they remained a distinct people.

The Second Revolt

Several decades later another uprising occurred.

In 132 AD, a Jewish leader named Bar Kokhba led a rebellion against
Roman rule.

For a brief time the rebels regained control of parts of Judea.
But Rome again responded with overwhelming military force.
The rebellion was crushed.

The consequences were severe.

Jerusalem was rebuilt as a Roman city named Aelia Capitolina, and Jews
were largely banned from entering it.

The land itself was renamed Syria Palaestina, a name derived from the
ancient Philistines.

This renaming was likely intended to weaken Jewish identity with the region.

A People Without a Homeland

For nearly two thousand years following these events, the Jewish people
lived scattered across many lands.

Europe.
North Africa.
The Middle East.

Later the Americas.
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Most ancient nations that lost their land and sovereignty gradually
disappeared into surrounding cultures.

Languages changed.

Customs faded.

Identity dissolved.

Yet the Jewish people remained remarkably distinct.
They preserved their traditions.

Their Scriptures.

Their sense of shared history.

Even without a homeland, they remained a people.

A Remarkable Survival

Historians have long observed how unusual this survival is.
Many powerful civilizations vanished over time.

The Assyrians.

The Babylonians.

The Hittites.

Even the Roman Empire eventually declined.

Yet the Jewish people endured.

Through centuries of dispersion, persecution, and migration, their identity
remained intact.

For many observers, this persistence raises a profound question.

Why has this people survived when so many others disappeared?
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The Covenant Remembered

From a biblical perspective, the answer may lie in the promises God made
long before Rome existed.

The covenant with Abraham included a remarkable assurance.

“For I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not
consumed.” — Malachi 3:6

Even when Israel experienced judgment or dispersion, the covenant itself was
not erased.

The scattering of the Jewish people did not end their story.

It became another chapter in a long and complex history.

The Continuing Mystery

The destruction of Jerusalem and the scattering of Israel changed the course
of world history.

For centuries afterward, the Jewish people lived as minorities in lands far
from their ancestral home.

Yet their identity endured.

And in modern times, the reappearance of a Jewish state in the land once
ruled by Rome would astonish historians and theologians alike.

But that story lies ahead.
For now, the destruction of Jerusalem marks a turning point.
The people through whom the Messiah came were scattered across the world.

Yet they were not erased.
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And the covenant story that began with Abraham continued to unfold across
the centuries that followed.
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Chapter 8 — The Strange Survival of the Jewish
People

History is filled with vanished nations.

Entire civilizations have risen to power, dominated regions for centuries, and
then disappeared almost completely.

The Hittites once ruled large parts of the ancient Near East.
The Assyrians built one of the most feared empires of antiquity.

The Babylonians controlled vast territories and constructed magnificent
cities.

The Romans dominated much of the known world.

Yet today, most of these peoples exist only in textbooks and archaeological
ruins.

Their languages faded.

Their cultures dissolved.

Their identities blended into surrounding populations.
But one ancient people did not disappear.

The Jewish people.

A Nation That Should Have Vanished

By normal historical patterns, the Jewish nation should not exist today.
Their homeland was destroyed.
Their temple was burned.

Their people were scattered across continents.
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Their language was largely displaced.
Their communities were repeatedly persecuted, expelled, and marginalized.

History usually absorbs such groups into surrounding cultures within a few
generations.

Yet something unusual happened with Israel.
They remained.

Across centuries.

Across continents.

Across persecution.

The Jewish identity endured.

The Long Diaspora

After the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD and the crushing of the Bar
Kokhba revolt in 135 AD, Jews were scattered throughout the Roman world.

Communities formed across:
* Europe
e North Africa
e The Middle East
e Later the Americas and Asia
This dispersion is known as the diaspora.

Unlike many displaced peoples, Jewish communities retained a strong sense
of shared identity.

They preserved their Scriptures.
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They maintained religious practices.

They taught their children the story of their ancestors.
The Passover meal continued to recall the Exodus.
The covenant with Abraham was remembered.

Even far from their homeland, the narrative remained alive.

Persecution Through the Ages

The Jewish people did not simply survive quietly.

They often endured intense hostility.

Throughout history they were repeatedly targeted.

In medieval Europe, Jews were expelled from many countries.

England expelled its Jewish population in 1290.

Spain expelled Jews in 1492, forcing many to flee across the Mediterranean.
In Eastern Europe, Jewish communities faced violent pogroms.

In the twentieth century, the horrors of the Holocaust shocked the world.

Six million Jews were murdered by Nazi Germany in one of history’s darkest
chapters.

Few peoples have endured such sustained hostility across so many centuries.

Yet even this did not erase them.

A Cultural and Spiritual Anchor

One reason for Jewish endurance lies in the central role of Scripture and
tradition.
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The Hebrew Scriptures were not merely religious texts.

They were the story of the people themselves.

The Torah, the prophets, and the writings preserved their history and identity.
Education was highly valued within Jewish communities.

Children were taught to read the sacred texts.

The story of Abraham, Moses, David, and the prophets was passed from
generation to generation.

These traditions created a powerful cultural anchor.

Even when scattered among many nations, Jewish communities maintained a
shared narrative.

The Promise of Preservation

From a biblical perspective, the survival of Israel is not merely a sociological
curiosity.

Scripture contains repeated assurances that the people descended from
Abraham would endure.

God spoke through the prophet Jeremiah:

“Thus saith the Lord, which giveth the sun for a light by day, and the
ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a light by night...

If those ordinances depart from before me, saith the Lord, then the seed of
Israel also shall cease from being a nation before me forever.” — Jeremiah

31:35-36

In other words, as long as the sun and moon continue, Israel would not
disappear completely.

This promise does not mean Israel would never face judgment or hardship.
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But it suggests that the people themselves would not be erased from history.

A People Set Apart

The Jewish people have often been described as distinct among the nations.
They lived within other societies but retained their identity.

Their laws, customs, and religious practices marked them as different.

This uniqueness sometimes contributed to misunderstanding and hostility.
But it also preserved their cultural boundaries.

While many other displaced peoples gradually blended into surrounding
populations, Jewish communities maintained a strong internal cohesion.

The result was a remarkable continuity across centuries.

The Mystery Observed by Historians

Even secular historians have noted the unusual nature of Jewish survival.

The American author Mark Twain once wrote about this phenomenon in
1899:

“All things are mortal but the Jew; all other forces pass, but he remains.”
Twain was not offering a theological explanation.

He was simply observing a historical pattern that seemed difficult to explain.
Why had this particular people endured while so many others vanished?

The question continues to intrigue historians today.

The Return to the Land
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Perhaps the most surprising chapter in this long story occurred in the
twentieth century.

After nearly two thousand years of dispersion, the modern state of Israel was
established in 1948.

For the first time since the Roman period, a Jewish nation again existed in the
ancient homeland.

The rebirth of Israel astonished many observers.

Few people groups have ever reestablished a national homeland after such a
long dispersion.

The event immediately drew global attention.
For some, it appeared to confirm biblical prophecy.
For others, it was simply an extraordinary historical development.

Either way, it renewed worldwide interest in the role of Israel in history.

The Ongoing Debate

The existence of modern Israel has generated intense debate.
Political.

Religious.

Historical.

Some see the nation as central to biblical prophecy.

Others view it primarily through geopolitical or humanitarian lenses.

Christians themselves hold differing interpretations regarding Israel’s role in
the future.
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These differences often contribute to confusion when discussing the end
times.

But regardless of interpretation, one fact remains undeniable.

The Jewish people have survived against extraordinary historical odds.

A Story Still Unfolding

The strange survival of Israel raises questions that history alone may struggle
to answer.

Why did this people endure when so many others disappeared?
Why did their identity remain so strong across centuries of dispersion?
Why has the land of Israel remained such a focal point of global attention?

For those who read the Bible, these questions often lead back to the covenant
promises first given to Abraham.

For others, the story remains an unresolved historical mystery.

Either way, the existence of Israel today is a reminder that the ancient story of
this people is not finished.

And as discussions about the end times continue, Israel remains at the center
of the conversation.
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Chapter 9 — The Holocaust and the Modern Age

Few events in human history reveal the depths of evil as clearly as the
Holocaust.

Between 1933 and 1945, Nazi Germany systematically murdered
approximately six million Jewish men, women, and children. Entire
communities that had existed for centuries were erased.

The scale of the atrocity stunned the world.
The brutality was unimaginable.

Yet for many who study the long history of Israel, the Holocaust also raises
disturbing questions.

Why have the Jewish people so often been targeted?
Why has hatred toward them appeared in so many different cultures and eras?

And why did this hatred culminate in one of the most horrific genocides in
human history?

These questions lead many observers to consider not only political or cultural
explanations, but also the possibility of deeper spiritual forces at work.

The Rise of Nazi Ideology

After World War I, Germany experienced economic collapse, political
instability, and deep national humiliation.

These conditions created fertile ground for extremist movements.
Adolf Hitler rose to power by promising national renewal.

But his ideology was built upon dangerous foundations.



70 of 165

Nazi racial theory claimed that humanity was divided into superior and
inferior races. Jews were portrayed as enemies responsible for Germany’s
problems.

This narrative was not entirely new.
Anti-Jewish prejudice had existed in Europe for centuries.

But the Nazis transformed ancient prejudice into a state-sponsored program
of elimination.

In 1933, Hitler became Chancellor of Germany.

Within a few years, discriminatory laws began stripping Jewish citizens of
their rights.

Jewish businesses were boycotted.

Jewish professionals were dismissed.

Jewish families were gradually excluded from public life.
The persecution was systematic.

And it was escalating.

From Discrimination to Destruction

At first, many believed the persecution might eventually subside.
But the Nazi regime had far darker plans.

In 1935, the Nuremberg Laws formally removed citizenship rights from
Jewish people.

They were legally defined as outsiders within their own country.

Violence soon followed.
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In 1938, the event known as Kristallnacht (“Night of Broken Glass™) saw
synagogues burned, Jewish homes destroyed, and thousands of Jewish men
arrested.

The message was clear.
Jewish life in Nazi-controlled territories was no longer safe.

As World War II began, Nazi policy moved from persecution to systematic
extermination.

The Final Solution

The Nazis developed a plan they called the ‘“Final Solution.”

Its goal was chillingly simple.

The complete destruction of the Jewish people in Europe.

Millions were forced into ghettos where starvation and disease spread rapidly.

Later, many were deported to concentration camps and extermination camps
such as:

e Auschwitz

e Treblinka

e Sobibor

e Belzec
In these camps, mass killings were carried out with horrifying efficiency.
Men, women, and children were murdered in gas chambers.
Others died from forced labor, starvation, or disease.

Entire families vanished.
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Entire towns lost their Jewish populations.

The scale of suffering is almost impossible to comprehend.

The World Responds

When the war ended in 1945, the full horror of the Holocaust became known.
Allied forces liberated the concentration camps.
Images of mass graves and emaciated survivors shocked the world.

The magnitude of the crime forced humanity to confront the capacity for evil
within modern societies.

Many asked how such brutality could occur in one of Europe’s most
advanced nations.

Others asked why the Jewish people had been singled out again.
The Holocaust did not arise in a vacuum.

It emerged from centuries of prejudice, conspiracy theories, and hostility
toward Jews.

But its intensity and organization revealed something deeper and darker.

A Spiritual Dimension?

For those who read Scripture, the long pattern of hostility toward Israel raises
a difficult but important question.

Could there be a spiritual dimension behind this hatred?

The Bible repeatedly portrays history as involving both visible and invisible
forces.

The apostle Paul wrote:
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“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places.” — Ephesians 6:12

If spiritual forces influence human affairs, then some conflicts may involve
more than politics alone.

Throughout biblical history, attempts to destroy Israel repeatedly appear at
critical moments in the unfolding of God’s plan.

Pharaoh sought to eliminate Hebrew infants.

Haman attempted genocide in Persia.

Herod ordered the killing of children in Bethlehem.

Rome scattered the nation.

And in the twentieth century, the Holocaust nearly erased European Jewry.

To some observers, the pattern appears more than coincidental.

After the Darkness

In the aftermath of the Holocaust, many Jews found themselves without
homes or families.

Entire communities had been destroyed.
Millions of survivors were displaced across Europe.

At the same time, global sympathy for the Jewish people increased
dramatically.

The idea of restoring a Jewish homeland gained renewed support.

After complex political negotiations and regional conflict, the modern State
of Israel was declared in 1948.

For many, the timing seemed remarkable.
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Just three years after the Holocaust, a Jewish nation once again existed in the
ancient homeland.

For believers who study biblical prophecy, this development raised profound
questions.

Was this simply a historical accident?

Or was it part of a larger unfolding story?

The Continuing Tension

The creation of modern Israel did not end conflict in the region.
Instead, it introduced new political and religious tensions.

Wars soon followed.

Neighboring nations challenged the existence of the new state.

Debates over land, sovereignty, and identity continue to shape the region
today.

Christians often wrestle with how to interpret these events.
Some see them as fulfillment of biblical prophecy.

Others view them primarily as geopolitical developments.
Still others hold a cautious middle ground.

These differences contribute to the confusion surrounding Israel’s role in the
end times.
Remembering the Lesson

Regardless of how one interprets prophecy, the Holocaust stands as a
sobering reminder of humanity’s capacity for evil.
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It reveals how quickly prejudice and propaganda can lead to unimaginable
cruelty.

It also reminds believers of the importance of resisting hatred in all its forms.

The command to love our neighbor applies even in a world fractured by
conflict.

A Story Still Moving Forward

The twentieth century witnessed both one of history’s darkest tragedies and
one of its most surprising national restorations.

The Jewish people endured the Holocaust.

And within a few years, they once again possessed a nation in their ancestral
land.

Whether viewed through the lens of history, politics, or theology, the story of
Israel continues to unfold.

And as discussions about the end times continue, the events of the modern
age have ensured that Israel remains at the center of global attention.
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Chapter 10 — Spiritual Warfare Over Nations

When people think about war, they usually imagine armies, weapons, and
political conflict.

But the Bible describes another dimension to history.
A hidden one.

Behind the visible movements of nations and empires lies an unseen
spiritual conflict.

Scripture repeatedly suggests that earthly events are sometimes influenced by
forces beyond human perception.

The struggle between good and evil does not occur only in the human heart.

It also unfolds across the spiritual realm.

The Unseen Battle

The apostle Paul warned believers that the deepest conflicts of life are not
merely human struggles.

“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places.” — Ephesians 6:12

Paul’s words suggest a hierarchy of spiritual forces.
These are not simply abstract ideas or symbolic descriptions of evil.
They represent real spiritual influences operating beyond the physical world.

Human history, therefore, may sometimes reflect battles occurring in the
unseen realm.

Earthly events can become the visible expression of invisible struggles.



78 of 165

The Nations After Babel

One of the earliest biblical hints of spiritual authority over nations appears
after the Tower of Babel.

When humanity united in rebellion against God, their languages were
confused and the people were scattered across the earth.

This event reshaped the structure of human civilization.
But Scripture also hints at something deeper.
In Deuteronomy, Moses describes how the nations were divided.

“When the Most High divided to the nations their inheritance, when he
separated the sons of Adam, he set the bounds of the people according to the
number of the children of God.” — Deuteronomy 32:8

Some ancient manuscripts translate this phrase as “sons of God,” suggesting
spiritual beings associated with the nations.

This passage has led many scholars to conclude that God allowed spiritual
authorities to oversee different nations.

Israel, however, remained uniquely His own.

“For the Lord’s portion is his people; Jacob is the lot of his inheritance.” —
Deuteronomy 32:9

This distinction sets Israel apart from all other nations.

When Spiritual Rulers Rebel

If spiritual authorities were entrusted with influence over the nations,
Scripture also indicates that some of them became corrupt.

Psalm 82 portrays God confronting these rulers.
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“God standeth in the congregation of the mighty; he judgeth among the
gods.” — Psalm 82:1

The passage continues with a rebuke:

“How long will ye judge unjustly, and accept the persons of the wicked?” —
Psalm 82:2

These “gods” are not equal to the Creator.
They are created beings who failed in their responsibility.

Instead of guiding the nations toward justice, they encouraged corruption and
deception.

Their judgment, according to the psalm, is certain.

Daniel’s Window Into the Spiritual Realm

One of the clearest glimpses of spiritual conflict over nations appears in the
book of Daniel.

Daniel prayed and fasted for understanding concerning the future of his
people.

After three weeks, an angelic messenger finally arrived.
The angel explained the delay.

bl

“But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days.’
— Daniel 10:13

This “prince” was not a human ruler.
The angel later mentioned another similar figure:
“The prince of Grecia shall come.” — Daniel 10:20

These references suggest spiritual beings associated with earthly empires.
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The passage even describes Michael, one of the chief angels, assisting in the
conflict.

This brief account reveals something remarkable.

Spiritual battles may influence events affecting entire nations.

The Ruler of This World

The New Testament continues this theme.

Jesus referred to Satan as “the prince of this world.”

“Now shall the prince of this world be cast out.” — John 12:31
This does not mean Satan ultimately controls the world.

God remains sovereign over all creation.

But Scripture suggests that rebellious spiritual forces exert influence within
the present fallen order.

This helps explain why injustice, deception, and violence often dominate
human systems.

The conflict is not merely political.

It is spiritual.

Israel at the Center of Conflict

If spiritual warfare operates on a global scale, Israel occupies a unique
position within it.

From a biblical perspective, Israel is the nation through which the Messiah
entered the world.

It is also the people through whom God revealed His law and prophets.
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Because of this role, Israel frequently stands at the center of conflict
throughout Scripture.

Pharaoh sought to destroy Hebrew infants.

Haman plotted genocide in Persia.

Herod tried to kill the newborn Messiah.

Rome scattered the nation.

And in modern times, Israel continues to face intense opposition.
Some observers see only political causes behind these conflicts.

Others wonder whether deeper spiritual forces may also be involved.

The Influence of Deception

If rebellious spiritual powers influence nations, their primary weapon is not
always violence.

Often it is deception.

False ideologies.

Distorted beliefs.

Hatred directed toward particular groups.

These influences can shape cultures and political movements.
They can stir fear, pride, and division.

Throughout history, such forces have often been directed toward the Jewish
people.

Understanding this possibility helps explain why hostility toward Israel has
appeared across so many different cultures and eras.
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God’s Sovereignty Remains

Even while acknowledging spiritual conflict, Scripture never suggests that
evil powers ultimately control history.

God’s authority remains absolute.
The prophet Isaiah recorded God’s declaration:

“I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there 1s none like me,
Declaring the end from the beginning.” — Isaiah 46:9-10

Spiritual warfare may influence events, but it does not override God’s
purposes.

History moves according to His ultimate plan.

The rise and fall of nations occur within His sovereignty.

The Role of Believers

Understanding spiritual warfare also changes how believers approach the
world.

Christians are not merely observers of history.
They are participants in the spiritual struggle.
Paul encouraged believers to put on the armor of God:
e Truth
* Righteousness
e Faith
e Salvation

e The Word of God
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* Prayer
These are not weapons of political power.
They are spiritual defenses against deception and evil.

The battle described in Scripture is fought primarily through faith, truth, and
obedience.

The Conflict Moves Toward a Climax

The Bible suggests that the spiritual struggle influencing nations will
intensify as history moves toward its conclusion.

Earthly conflicts may increasingly reflect deeper spiritual realities.

The stage will eventually be set for a final confrontation between the forces
of darkness and the kingdom of God.

That final conflict is often associated with the events surrounding the end
times.

But even then, the outcome is never uncertain.

The victory of Christ has already been secured.

The King Above All Nations

While spiritual forces may influence the nations, none of them reign forever.
Their authority is temporary.
Their power limited.

Scripture repeatedly points to a coming moment when all earthly and spiritual
rulers will submit to Christ.

“The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of
his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.” — Revelation 11:15
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When that day arrives, the hidden conflict that has shaped history will finally
end.

Until then, the world continues to experience the tension between visible
events and invisible forces.

And Israel remains one of the central points where that tension often appears.
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Chapter 11 — Deception in the Last Days

When people discuss the end times, the conversation often turns to wars,
disasters, and political upheaval.

Yet when Jesus spoke about the last days, His first warning was not about
war.

It was about deception.
“Take heed that no man deceive you.” — Matthew 24:4

Before mentioning wars, famine, or earthquakes, Jesus emphasized that many
people would be misled.

In fact, deception appears to be one of the defining characteristics of the final
period of human history.

Understanding this warning is essential, especially when discussing
complicated topics such as Israel and the end times.

The First Sign Jesus Mentioned

When the disciples asked Jesus about the end of the age, they expected
dramatic signs.

Instead, His first response was a caution.

“For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive
many.” — Matthew 24:5

False teachers and counterfeit spiritual movements would arise.
Some would appear religious.
Some would appear political.

Some would claim divine authority.
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Others would distort the message of Christ in subtle ways.
The danger would not always be obvious.
Deception rarely announces itself.

It often arrives disguised as truth.

False Messiahs and False Prophets

Jesus continued His warning later in the same chapter.

“For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great
signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the
very elect.” — Matthew 24:24

This statement is sobering.

The deception of the last days will not be weak or easily recognized.
It may even involve miraculous signs.

These signs will appear convincing enough to mislead many.

Even sincere believers must remain vigilant.

Discernment will be essential.

The Spirit of Deception

The New Testament repeatedly warns that deception will increase as history
moves toward its conclusion.

The apostle Paul wrote:

“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart
from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.” — 1
Timothy 4:1
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Notice the source Paul identifies.

The deception does not originate merely from human misunderstanding.

It can also arise from spiritual influence.

This connects directly with the concept of spiritual warfare discussed earlier.

Ideas, movements, and ideologies can become tools through which deception
spreads.

The Confusion Surrounding Israel

One area where deception and confusion often appear is the role of Israel in
the last days.

Christians hold many different interpretations.

Some believe modern Israel directly fulfills biblical prophecy.

Others believe the promises to Israel now apply primarily to the church.
Still others hold positions somewhere in between.

These disagreements can become intense.

Sometimes they even divide believers.

Yet Scripture repeatedly emphasizes humility and caution when interpreting
future events.

Prophecy often becomes clearer only after it unfolds.

Even the prophets themselves did not fully understand everything they
recorded.

“Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in
them did signify.” — 1 Peter 1:11

This reminds us that humility is essential when discussing these topics.
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Deception Through Hatred

Another form of deception in the last days may involve hatred and division.

Throughout history, hostility toward the Jewish people has appeared again
and again.

Pharaoh attempted genocide.

Haman plotted extermination.

Herod tried to destroy the Messiah.

Rome scattered the nation.

The Holocaust nearly annihilated European Jewry.

These repeated attempts raise questions about deeper forces at work.

Hatred can spread quickly when fueled by propaganda, fear, or ideological
manipulation.

Deception often thrives in such environments.

People can be persuaded to see others not as human beings but as enemies to
be eliminated.

This pattern has appeared many times throughout history.

Deception Through False Confidence

Deception does not always appear as hostility.
Sometimes it appears as misplaced confidence.

Jesus warned that many people would feel secure even as the world moved
toward crisis.
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“For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage... and knew not until the flood came.” —
Matthew 24:38-39

Life seemed normal in the days of Noah.
People continued their routines.
Yet judgment was approaching.

This warning suggests that spiritual blindness can occur even in times of
apparent stability.

People may ignore warnings until it is too late.

The Role of the Enemy

The Bible describes Satan as the master of deception.
Jesus called him:

“A liar, and the father of it.” — John 8:44

Paul added another warning:

“And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.” — 2
Corinthians 11:14

This description is important.
Deception often looks appealing.
It may appear moral, logical, or compassionate.

But if it leads people away from truth, it ultimately serves destructive
purposes.

This is why discernment is so vital in the last days.
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Standing Firm in Truth

In a world filled with competing voices, Scripture calls believers to remain
anchored in truth.

Jesus prayed for His followers:

“Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.” — John 17:17
The Word of God provides a steady foundation.

It protects against shifting ideologies and misleading interpretations.

Believers who remain grounded in Scripture are less likely to be swept away
by deception.

Watchfulness and Wisdom

Jesus repeatedly urged His followers to remain watchful.

“Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.” —
Matthew 24:42

Watchfulness does not mean fear or obsession.

It means awareness.

It means spiritual readiness.

It means maintaining faith even in confusing times.
The goal is not to predict every event in advance.

The goal is to remain faithful regardless of circumstances.

Truth in the Midst of Confusion

The last days, according to Scripture, will include great confusion.
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Many voices will claim authority.

Many interpretations will compete for attention.
Some will focus on politics.

Others on prophecy charts.

Still others on dramatic predictions.

But in the midst of all this, the central truth of Christianity remains
unchanged.

Christ came.
Christ died.
Christ rose again.

And Christ will return.

The Anchor of Hope

Despite warnings about deception, the Bible ultimately points believers
toward hope.

Jesus did not reveal the future to frighten His followers.

He revealed it so they would remain steady.

The final victory does not belong to deception, violence, or spiritual darkness.
It belongs to Christ.

Until that day arrives, believers are called to walk in truth, humility, and faith.
Even when the world is confused.

Even when interpretations differ.

Even when deception spreads.
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Because the light of Christ cannot ultimately be extinguished.
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Chapter 12 — Why Israel Becomes the Center of
Conflict

Few places on earth attract as much attention as Israel.

It is a small nation.

Its land area is tiny compared to most countries.

Yet events there often dominate global headlines.

Wars in this region draw the involvement of powerful nations.
Political debates about Israel echo across continents.
Religious discussions frequently return to the same location.
Jerusalem.

Why does such a small piece of land carry such enormous global
significance?

The answer lies partly in history, partly in geography, and partly in the deeper
spiritual narrative described in Scripture.

A Strategic Crossroads

Geographically, the land of Israel sits at one of the most strategic locations in
the ancient world.

It lies between three major continents:

e Africa
e Asia
e Europe

Ancient trade routes passed through this narrow strip of land.
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Empires moving armies between Egypt and Mesopotamia often marched
directly through Israel.

Because of this, the region became a frequent battleground.

Powerful civilizations fought to control it:

* Egypt

e Assyria
e Babylon
 Persia

* Greece

e Rome

Each empire understood the strategic importance of this corridor.

Controlling the land meant controlling movement between major regions of
the ancient world.

This alone explains some of the historical conflicts surrounding Israel.

But geography does not explain everything.

The Spiritual Significance of the Land

According to the Bible, this land was not chosen merely for political reasons.
It was chosen by God.

When God called Abram, He promised to establish a people and a land
through which His purposes would unfold.

“Unto thy seed will I give this land.” — Genesis 12:7

Later the promise was repeated.
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“I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee...
and I will give unto thee... all the land of Canaan.” — Genesis 17:7-8

This covenant made the land of Israel central to the biblical story.
From this land came the prophets.

From this land came the law.

And ultimately, from this land came the Messiah.

The spiritual importance of the land extends far beyond its physical size.

Jerusalem: The City at the Center

Within Israel itself, one city carries particular significance.
Jerusalem.

Throughout the Bible, Jerusalem becomes the focal point of worship,
prophecy, and future hope.

King David established it as the capital of Israel.
Solomon built the temple there.
Generations of pilgrims traveled there to worship.

Even after the temple’s destruction, Jerusalem remained deeply connected to
Jewish identity.

The prophets also spoke about the city’s future role.

“For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from
Jerusalem.” — Isaiah 2:3

Jerusalem is not simply a city.

It represents a spiritual center in the biblical narrative.



96 of 165

The Messianic Connection

Another reason Israel becomes central to world history is the coming of the
Messiah.

Jesus was born in Bethlehem.

He grew up in Nazareth.

His ministry unfolded throughout Israel.

His crucifixion occurred in Jerusalem.

And His resurrection changed the course of human history.

Because of this connection, Israel becomes permanently linked to the story of
redemption.

The land where Christ lived, taught, died, and rose again holds deep
significance for billions of people around the world.

Christianity itself emerged from this small region.

The Ongoing Struggle

Yet alongside its spiritual importance, the land has rarely known lasting
peace.

Conflict has surrounded Israel throughout history.
Ancient empires fought over it.

Religious groups claim attachment to it.

Modern political disputes center around it.

The land has been conquered, divided, and contested repeatedly.
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Even today, debates over territory, sovereignty, and identity continue to
generate intense disagreement.

The region remains one of the most politically sensitive places on earth.

A Spiritual Explanation

For many believers, the persistent conflict surrounding Israel suggests more
than political rivalry.

Earlier chapters explored the possibility that spiritual forces influence human
history.

If that is true, then a land central to God’s plan might naturally become a
focal point of opposition.

From the earliest chapters of the Bible, the struggle between the seed of the
woman and the serpent unfolds across history.

“I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and
her seed.” — Genesis 3:15

The Messiah would come through the lineage of Israel.

Attempts to destroy or weaken Israel throughout history could therefore be
seen as attempts to disrupt that plan.

Whether one interprets these events spiritually or politically, the pattern is
difficult to ignore.

Again and again, Israel finds itself at the center of conflict.

The Final Gathering of Nations

The Bible also describes a future moment when Jerusalem will again become
the focal point of world attention.

The prophet Zechariah wrote:
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“Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people round
about.” — Zechariah 12:2

He continued:

“I will make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people.” — Zechariah
12:3

These passages describe a time when many nations will become entangled in
conflict surrounding Jerusalem.

Interpretations of these prophecies vary among Christians.
Some view them as literal future events.
Others interpret them symbolically.

Yet nearly everyone agrees that Jerusalem plays a significant role in biblical
prophecy.

A Land Watched by the World

Today, the land of Israel continues to occupy a unique place in global
attention.

Political leaders monitor developments there closely.

Religious communities study its significance.

Historians trace the remarkable continuity of its people.

Few regions of comparable size generate such worldwide interest.

This alone suggests that the story of Israel is far from ordinary.

Beyond Politics

Discussions about Israel often become deeply political.
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Yet the biblical narrative invites readers to look beyond political arguments.
The story of Israel is part of a much larger spiritual narrative.

It connects the covenant with Abraham...

the coming of the Messiah...

and the future hope described in prophecy.

Understanding this larger framework helps explain why Israel continues to
attract such attention.

The Story Is Not Finished

Israel has been conquered and scattered.

It has been persecuted and restored.

It has stood at the crossroads of empires and at the center of religious history.
Yet the biblical story suggests that Israel’s role is not finished.

Whether one views these events primarily through history, politics, or
prophecy, one thing is certain.

The land that once seemed insignificant continues to shape global
conversations.

And the story connected to it continues to unfold.
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Chapter 13 — What Does “Israel” Mean in Prophecy?

One of the greatest sources of confusion in discussions about the end times is
a simple question.

What does the Bible mean when it says ““Israel”?
At first glance the answer seems obvious.

Israel is the Jewish people.

The descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

But when readers move from the Old Testament into the New Testament—
and then into prophetic passages—the meaning of the word sometimes
appears more complex.

Some passages clearly refer to the nation of Israel.
Others appear to refer to God’s people more broadly.
Still others seem to blend the two ideas together.

Understanding these distinctions is essential if we hope to interpret prophecy
wisely.

Israel the Nation

The most straightforward meaning of Israel refers to the physical descendants
of Jacob.

Jacob’s name was changed to Israel after his encounter with God.
“Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel.” — Genesis 32:28
His twelve sons became the tribes of Israel.

Throughout the Old Testament, “Israel” usually refers to this ethnic and
national people.
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They were chosen to represent God among the nations.
They received the law through Moses.
They inherited the land promised to Abraham.

The prophets spoke directly to this people about obedience, judgment, and
restoration.

In many prophetic passages, Israel clearly refers to this historical nation.

Israel and the Covenant

God’s covenant with Abraham established Israel’s unique role in history.

“I will make of thee a great nation... and in thee shall all families of the earth
be blessed.” — Genesis 12:2-3

This promise carried two dimensions.
First, Abraham’s descendants would become a nation.
Second, through that nation a blessing would come to the entire world.

Christians believe that blessing ultimately arrived through Jesus Christ, a
descendant of Abraham.

Because of this, Israel occupies a central position in the unfolding story of
redemption.

The Church and the People of God

When we reach the New Testament, the picture becomes more complex.

Gentiles—people from other nations—begin joining the people of God
through faith in Christ.

The early church quickly became a mixture of Jews and Gentiles.
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This raised an important theological question.
How do these new believers relate to the promises originally given to Israel?
The apostle Paul addressed this issue several times.

He wrote that Gentile believers are grafted into the spiritual family of
Abraham.

“And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the
promise.” — Galatians 3:29

This does not erase the Jewish people.
But it expands the family of faith.

Through Christ, people from every nation can now participate in the covenant
blessings.

The Olive Tree Illustration

Paul used a powerful metaphor to explain this relationship.

In Romans 11, he describes Israel as an olive tree.

Some natural branches (unbelieving Israelites) were broken off.
Gentile believers were grafted into the tree.

“And thou, being a wild olive tree, wert grafted in among them.” — Romans
11:17

But Paul also warned Gentile believers not to become arrogant.
The natural branches could be grafted back in again.
“God is able to graft them in again.” — Romans 11:23

This passage suggests that God’s plan still includes the Jewish people in ways
that are not yet fully understood.
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“All Israel Shall Be Saved”

One of the most debated statements in the New Testament appears later in the
same chapter.

Paul writes:

“And so all Israel shall be saved.” — Romans 11:26
What does this mean?

Christians have proposed several interpretations.

Some believe Paul refers to a future turning of the Jewish people toward
Christ.

Others believe the phrase refers to the full number of God’s people —both
Jews and Gentiles—who belong to Christ.

Still others see a combination of both ideas.

This verse illustrates how prophecy can sometimes leave room for multiple
interpretations.

The Israel of God

Another passage sometimes cited in these discussions appears in Galatians.
Paul refers to “the Israel of God.”

“Peace be on them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.” — Galatians
6:16

Some interpret this phrase as referring to the church—the community of
believers in Christ.

Others believe Paul still had Jewish believers specifically in mind.

Again, the language of Scripture invites careful interpretation.



105 of 165

Prophecy and Perspective

Many disagreements about the end times arise from how readers interpret
these passages.

Two general approaches often appear.

One view emphasizes national Israel, expecting future prophetic events to
involve the Jewish people and the land of Israel directly.

Another view emphasizes the spiritual people of God, seeing the church as
the continuation or fulfillment of Israel’s role.

Both perspectives attempt to take Scripture seriously.
Both have been held by sincere believers throughout Christian history.

Understanding this helps explain why discussions about prophecy can
become so complex.

Humility in Interpretation

Prophetic interpretation has often been revised as history unfolds.

Many Old Testament prophecies about the Messiah were misunderstood
before Jesus came.

Some expected a conquering king.

Few anticipated a suffering servant.

Only after the events occurred did the full meaning become clear.

The same principle may apply to certain aspects of end-time prophecy.
Humility is therefore essential.

We study Scripture carefully.
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But we also recognize that God’s plan sometimes becomes clearer only as
history progresses.

What Remains Certain

Despite the debates, several truths remain clear.

God made real promises to Abraham and his descendants.

Through Israel came the law, the prophets, and the Messiah.

Through Christ, the blessings of the covenant now extend to all nations.
And the story of redemption continues to unfold.

The apostle Paul summarized this beautifully:

“For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance.” — Romans 11:29

God does not abandon His purposes.

The Bigger Picture

When discussing prophecy, it is easy to become focused on charts, timelines,
and political events.

But the larger biblical story is about something deeper.
God is gathering a people for Himself.

People from every tribe and nation.

Reconciled through Christ.

Restored to fellowship with their Creator.

The story that began with Abraham continues today.
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And its final chapter points not merely to a nation, but to a renewed creation
where God dwells with His people forever.

Understanding Israel’s role in prophecy is part of that story.
But the ultimate focus of prophecy is not a nation.
It is the King who will one day rule over all nations.

Jesus Christ.
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Chapter 14 — Different Christian Views of the End
Times

Few areas of Christian theology produce as much debate as the end times.

Faithful believers who love Scripture often arrive at very different
conclusions about how the final events of history will unfold.

Some expect dramatic prophetic fulfillments involving modern Israel.
Others believe many prophetic passages were fulfilled long ago.

Still others see prophecy primarily as symbolic descriptions of spiritual
realities.

These differences can lead to confusion, especially when discussing Israel’s
role in the future.

Yet it is important to remember something.

Christians have always agreed on the central truths of the faith.
Christ will return.

Evil will be judged.

God’s kingdom will be fully established.

Where believers disagree is often in the details surrounding those events.

Why Interpretations Differ

Prophecy is one of the most challenging areas of Scripture to interpret.
Unlike historical narratives or moral teachings, prophetic writings often use:
e Symbolic imagery

e Apocalyptic language
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e Visions and dreams
e Layered meanings

Even the prophets themselves sometimes struggled to understand the timing
of what they were describing.

Peter wrote about the prophets:

“Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in
them did signify.” — 1 Peter 1:11

Because prophecy can be complex, Christians approach it with different
interpretive frameworks.

These frameworks shape how passages about Israel, tribulation, and Christ’s
return are understood.

Premillennialism

One widely known view is premillennialism.

This perspective interprets Revelation 20 as describing a future thousand-
year reign of Christ on earth after His return.

According to this view:
e  Christ returns before the millennium (“pre-millennial™).
e A period of tribulation precedes His return.
e Israel may play a significant role in future prophetic events.
e  Christ reigns physically on earth during the millennium.

Some versions of premillennialism also include the concept of a rapture,
where believers are caught up to meet Christ before or during the tribulation.

This view has been especially influential in many evangelical churches
during the last century.
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Amillennialism

Another common perspective is amillennialism.

This view interprets the thousand years of Revelation 20 symbolically rather
than literally.

According to amillennialism:
e The “millennium” represents the present age of the church.
e  Christ already reigns spiritually through His kingdom.
e Satan’s power is limited during this period.
e  Christ will return once, bringing final judgment and the new creation.

In this interpretation, prophecy often focuses less on political events and
more on the spiritual reign of Christ over His people.

Many historic Christian traditions have held this view for centuries.

Postmillennialism

A third perspective is postmillennialism.

This view expects the gospel to gradually transform the world before Christ’s
return.

According to postmillennialism:

e The spread of Christianity leads to increasing righteousness in the
world.

* Along period of peace and gospel influence develops (the millennium).

e  Christ returns after this era of spiritual growth.
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This view was more common in earlier centuries, especially during periods
when many believed the world was steadily improving.

The Role of Israel in These Views

Where these interpretations differ most sharply is often in how they
understand Israel.

Premillennial interpreters frequently expect a future role for the Jewish nation
within prophecy.

Amillennial and postmillennial interpreters often emphasize the church as the
continuation of God’s covenant people.

Both positions attempt to interpret the same biblical passages faithfully.
Both appeal to Scripture for support.

This explains why discussions about Israel and prophecy sometimes become
intense among believers.

The Danger of Dogmatism

History offers a helpful lesson in humility.

Many Christians throughout the centuries believed they understood exactly
how the end times would unfold.

Yet events often surprised them.

Even Jesus’ first coming was misunderstood by many who studied prophecy
carefully.

They expected a conquering king.

Instead they received a suffering Savior.
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This reminds believers to approach prophecy with both confidence in
Scripture and humility about interpretation.

What All Christians Agree On

Despite the differences, there are several truths nearly all Christians affirm.
Christ will return.

The dead will be raised.

Evil will be judged.

God’s kingdom will be fully established.

And the redeemed will dwell with God forever.

These shared convictions form the foundation of Christian hope.

The details of the timeline may remain debated.

But the outcome is certain.

The Purpose of Prophecy

Sometimes believers approach prophecy primarily as a puzzle to solve.
Charts are drawn.

Timelines are proposed.

Predictions are debated.

Yet Scripture suggests that prophecy serves a deeper purpose.

It prepares believers to remain faithful.

Jesus said:
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“When these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your
heads; for your redemption draweth nigh.” — Luke 21:28

Prophecy encourages perseverance.

It reminds believers that history is moving toward a divinely appointed
conclusion.

Avoiding Division

Because prophecy can be complex, it should not become a source of
unnecessary division among believers.

Christians who disagree on timelines can still share the same faith in Christ.
The apostle Paul urged unity within the body of Christ.

“Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” —
Ephesians 4:3

Discussions about prophecy should therefore be approached with grace and
humility.

Watching With Wisdom

Jesus repeatedly told His followers to remain watchful.

But watchfulness does not mean speculation or fear.

It means living faithfully while waiting for Christ’s return.

Believers are called to love God, serve others, and proclaim the gospel.

Whenever Christ returns — whether sooner or later— His followers should be
ready.

The Final Focus
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The ultimate focus of prophecy is not a timeline.
It is a person.
Jesus Christ.

The New Testament repeatedly points toward His return as the climax of
history.

“Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” — Revelation 22:20

Regardless of how one interprets the details of the end times, the central hope
remains the same.

The King is coming.

And when He does, every question will finally find its answer.
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Chapter 15 — Wars and Rumors of Wars
Few phrases in biblical prophecy are quoted more often than this one.
“Wars and rumors of wars.”

When a new conflict erupts somewhere in the world —especially in the
Middle East—many people immediately wonder whether it signals the end of
the age.

But when Jesus first spoke these words, His purpose may have been very
different from the way the phrase is often used today.

Rather than identifying wars as the decisive sign of the end, Jesus may have
been warning His followers not to mistake wars for the final signal.

The Question of the Disciples

The statement comes from a conversation recorded in Matthew 24.
The disciples asked Jesus about the future.

“Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy
coming, and of the end of the world?” — Matthew 24:3

They wanted a clear indicator.

Something unmistakable.

A sign that would tell them the final moment had arrived.
But Jesus’ response begins with a warning.

“Take heed that no man deceive you.” — Matthew 24:4

Before mentioning wars, disasters, or persecution, Jesus speaks first about
deception.

This order is important.
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The greatest danger in the last days may not be war itself, but
misunderstanding what those events mean.

The Warning About Wars

Jesus then says something that has often been misunderstood.

“And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled:
for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.” — Matthew
24:6

The phrase at the end of the sentence is crucial.
“The end is not yet.”

In other words, when wars occur, believers should not immediately assume
the final moment has arrived.

Wars will happen.
Rumors of wars will circulate.

But these events alone do not signal the end of history.

Conflict Is Part of a Fallen World

Human history has always been marked by conflict.

The first act of violence recorded in Scripture occurs in the early chapters of
Genesis.

Cain kills his brother Abel.
“And Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him.” — Genesis 4:8

From that moment forward, violence becomes a recurring feature of human
history.

Empires fight for territory.
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Nations struggle for power.
Tribes and kingdoms clash.

The Old Testament records numerous wars involving Israel and surrounding
nations.

Conflict is not a new phenomenon.

It is part of the tragic reality of a world shaped by sin.

The Common Pattern of War

Throughout history, nearly every generation has experienced conflict
somewhere in the world.

The ancient world saw the rise and fall of powerful empires:
Egypt.

Assyria.

Babylon.

Persia.

Greece.

Rome.

Each empire expanded through warfare.

Each eventually declined or collapsed.

Later centuries witnessed similar patterns.
The medieval world endured countless battles.

The modern era brought two devastating global conflicts—World War I and
World War II.
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Even today, wars continue in various regions across the globe.

Because of this long history, it becomes clear that wars themselves are not
rare or unusual events.

Why Jesus Mentioned Wars

If wars are so common, why did Jesus mention them at all?
One possibility is that He anticipated how people would react to them.

When wars occur, people often assume something extraordinary must be
happening.

Fear spreads.

Rumors circulate.

Predictions emerge about the end of the world.

Jesus’ warning appears designed to calm that reaction.

““See that ye be not troubled.”

The existence of war does not mean history has reached its final chapter.
These things must happen in a fallen world.

But they are not the ultimate sign.

The Danger of Misinterpretation

Throughout history, many people have believed their generation was
witnessing the final war.

During the Roman era, some Christians expected Christ’s immediate return.

During the Crusades, others believed the end was near.
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The world wars of the twentieth century produced similar speculation.
Each time global conflict erupted, predictions followed.
Yet history continued.

Jesus’ words encourage believers not to interpret every war as the final
moment of prophecy.

Wars in the Modern Middle East

Because of Israel’s biblical significance, conflicts in the Middle East often
attract particular attention.

Wars involving Israel have occurred several times since the nation’s modern
reestablishment in 1948.

These conflicts naturally raise questions about biblical prophecy.
Yet Jesus’ words remain relevant.

The presence of war—even in regions connected to biblical history —does
not automatically signal the final battle described in prophecy.

Wars may shape history.

But they are not themselves the ultimate indicator of the end.

The Deeper Problem

Scripture points to a deeper cause behind human conflict.

James asks an important question.

“From whence come wars and fightings among you?” — James 4:1
His answer is direct.

Human desires.
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Ambition.

Pride.

Competition for power and resources.

These motivations lie at the heart of many conflicts.
War is therefore not merely a political phenomenon.

It reflects the broken condition of the human heart.

Spiritual Influence and Conflict

The Bible also suggests that unseen spiritual forces can influence human
affairs.

Paul writes:

“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against
powers...” — Ephesians 6:12

This does not mean every war is directly caused by spiritual beings.

But it does remind believers that deception, hatred, and violence can be
intensified by influences beyond human understanding.

The visible battles of nations may sometimes reflect deeper spiritual
struggles.

The Promise of Future Peace

Despite the long history of war, the Bible consistently points toward a future
when conflict will end.

The prophet Isaiah describes a remarkable vision.

“They shall beat their swords into plowshares... neither shall they learn war
any more.” — Isaiah 2:4
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This promise looks forward to a time when God’s kingdom transforms the
world.

Weapons will no longer define human civilization.
Peace will replace conflict.
The hope of Scripture is not endless war.

It is ultimate restoration.

Watching Without Fear

Jesus’ instruction remains deeply relevant.

When wars occur, believers are not called to panic.
They are not called to assume the end has arrived.
Instead, they are told:

“See that ye be not troubled.” — Matthew 24:6

History will continue to experience conflict until God’s final purposes are
fulfilled.

The presence of war reminds us that the world is still broken.

But it does not mean God has lost control of history.

The End Beyond the Wars

The message of the Bible ultimately moves beyond the wars of nations.
Human conflict will not define the final chapter of history.
Christ will return.

Evil will be judged.
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Peace will be established.

Until that day arrives, wars and rumors of wars will continue to echo across
the world.

But believers live with a deeper assurance.
The end of the story is not written by armies or empires.

It is written by the King who will one day bring true and lasting peace.
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Chapter 16 — Armageddon
Few words in biblical prophecy stir the imagination like Armageddon.

In popular culture the word has come to mean the ultimate catastrophe —the
final war that destroys civilization.

Movies, books, and political commentators sometimes use the term to
describe nuclear war or global collapse.

But the biblical description of Armageddon is far more specific.
It is not merely the collapse of human society.

It is the final confrontation between the kingdom of God and the forces
that oppose Him.

In that moment, the spiritual conflict that has shaped history will reach its
visible climax.

The Only Place the Word Appears

Surprisingly, the word Armageddon appears only once in the Bible.
It is found in the book of Revelation.

“And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue
Armageddon.” — Revelation 16:16

The name likely comes from the Hebrew phrase Har-Megiddo, meaning
“Mount of Megiddo.”

Megiddo was a strategic location in northern Israel overlooking a wide
valley.

This valley —often called the Valley of Jezreel —served as a battlefield for
many ancient conflicts.

Because of its strategic importance, armies throughout history fought there.
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This historical background makes Megiddo a fitting symbol for a final
gathering of armies.

The Gathering of Nations

The book of Revelation describes a time when the nations of the earth gather
for conflict.

Earlier in the chapter we read:

“The spirits of devils, working miracles... go forth unto the kings of the earth
and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God
Almighty.” — Revelation 16:14

Notice something important.

The gathering is not merely political.

It is spiritually influenced.

Deceptive forces draw the nations into confrontation.

This reflects the broader biblical theme of spiritual warfare operating behind
earthly events.

The conflict that emerges is not simply between nations.

It represents a larger rebellion against God.

The Role of Deception

Deception appears again as a key factor in this final conflict.
The passage describes spiritual forces influencing the rulers of the world.
These forces perform signs that persuade leaders to gather their armies.

The same pattern seen throughout history — pride, ambition, and deception —
reaches its ultimate expression.
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Human rulers believe they are acting according to their own plans.
Yet unseen influences push events toward a final confrontation.

The long spiritual struggle between good and evil begins to converge on a
single moment in history.

A Battle Unlike Any Other

Many imagine Armageddon as a massive military struggle between global
armies.

Yet the biblical description suggests something unexpected.
When Christ appears, the battle ends almost immediately.
Revelation describes the moment this way:

“And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon
him was called Faithful and True... and in righteousness he doth judge and
make war.” — Revelation 19:11

Christ returns as the victorious King.
The armies of heaven accompany Him.
But the outcome is never in doubt.

The forces opposing God are defeated.

The rebellion that began long ago is finally crushed.

The End of the Rebellion

The book of Revelation portrays the defeat of evil powers that have
influenced the world.

The beast and the false prophet—symbols of corrupt political and spiritual
authority —are judged.
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The armies gathered against Christ collapse.

The rebellion that began with deception in the Garden of Eden reaches its
conclusion.

The serpent’s challenge to God’s authority finally ends.

The victory of Christ becomes visible to the world.

Heaven and Earth Intersect

Armageddon represents more than a military conflict.

It is the moment when heaven and earth intersect in the most dramatic
way.

Throughout history, spiritual forces have influenced events behind the scenes.
At Armageddon, that hidden struggle becomes visible.

The King of heaven enters the battlefield of earth.

The unseen war is revealed.

What once operated in shadows is brought into the open.

The spiritual kingdom of God confronts the rebellion of the world.

Israel and the Final Conflict

Because the final gathering occurs in the land of Israel, the nation once again
stands at the center of world events.

The land promised to Abraham becomes the stage where the last chapter of
history unfolds.

This does not mean the conflict belongs only to one nation.

It involves the entire world.
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But the location reflects the long biblical story that began with God calling
Abraham.

The same land where prophets walked, where Christ taught, and where the
gospel first spread becomes the place where the final victory of Christ is
revealed.

The Reduction of Human Power

An important theme throughout Scripture is that God often reduces human
strength before revealing His power.

Gideon’s army was reduced from thousands to three hundred so that victory
would clearly belong to God.

“Lest Israel vaunt themselves against me, saying, Mine own hand hath saved
me.” — Judges 7:2

Armageddon reflects the same principle.

Human armies gather in massive numbers.

Their leaders believe they control the situation.

Yet when Christ appears, human strength proves meaningless.

The battle is decided by divine authority, not military power.

The Victory of the King

The Bible does not describe Armageddon as a close contest.

The victory of Christ is decisive.

The one who once came as a suffering servant returns as the reigning King.
The kingdoms of the world finally yield to His authority.

What began with the promise of a coming Messiah ends with the visible rule
of the Messiah over all creation.
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The long conflict between rebellion and redemption reaches its conclusion.

The End of War

The final battle of Armageddon does not lead to endless warfare.

It leads to the end of war.

The rebellion that fueled conflict throughout human history is removed.
Evil powers are judged.

The authority of Christ becomes universal.

The world that once echoed with wars and rumors of wars moves toward a
new reality.

The reign of the Prince of Peace.

The Hope Beyond Armageddon

For many people, the word Armageddon evokes fear.

But for believers, it ultimately represents something different.
The moment when injustice ends.

The moment when deception collapses.

The moment when the rightful King takes His throne.

The final victory of Christ is not the destruction of hope.

It is the fulfillment of it.

Because beyond the final battle lies something far greater.
The restoration of all things.

And the beginning of a kingdom that will never end.
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Chapter 17 — The War Behind the War

When people read about wars in history, they usually see armies, strategies,
and political decisions.

Generals move troops.
Leaders negotiate alliances.
Nations compete for territory and power.

From the outside, war appears to be the result of human ambition and
conflict.

But the Bible suggests that something deeper may also be involved.
Behind the visible struggles of history lies another battle.
A hidden one.

A war behind the war.

A Conflict Older Than Humanity

The Bible reveals that the struggle between good and evil did not begin with
human civilization.

It began earlier.
Scripture describes a rebellion within the spiritual realm itself.
One of the clearest glimpses appears in the book of Revelation.

“And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the
dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels.” — Revelation 12:7

The dragon in this passage is identified as Satan.

“That old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole
world.” — Revelation 12:9
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This rebellion introduced conflict into the spiritual world before humanity
even fully understood the nature of the battle.

From that moment forward, the struggle between God’s purposes and
rebellious spiritual forces began influencing events on earth.

The First Battlefield on Earth

The first earthly moment in this conflict appears in the Garden of Eden.
The serpent deceives Eve.

Humanity chooses independence from God.

Sin enters the world.

The harmony of creation is broken.

What began as a spiritual rebellion now affects the physical world.
Death, suffering, and conflict follow.

The battle that began in the unseen realm now touches human history.

The Pattern Through History

As the biblical story unfolds, the same pattern appears again and again.

Moments that threaten God’s redemptive plan often include attempts to
destroy the people through whom that plan unfolds.

Pharaoh tries to eliminate Hebrew infants in Egypt.
Haman plots the extermination of the Jewish people in Persia.
Herod attempts to destroy the newborn Messiah.

Rome scatters Israel across the nations.
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Centuries later, the Holocaust nearly annihilates European Jewry.
Each event has political and human explanations.
But the pattern is striking.

At critical moments in the biblical story, attempts arise to destroy the people
connected to God’s promises.

Spiritual Powers and Nations

The Bible offers occasional glimpses into how spiritual forces interact with
earthly kingdoms.

One of the most revealing passages appears in the book of Daniel.

An angel explains why he was delayed in delivering a message to the
prophet.

bl

“But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days.’
— Daniel 10:13

This “prince” was not a human ruler.
The angel later mentions another spiritual figure connected to Greece.

“And now will I return to fight with the prince of Persia: and when I am gone
forth, lo, the prince of Grecia shall come.” — Daniel 10:20

These verses suggest that spiritual beings may influence earthly nations in
ways humans rarely perceive.

The conflicts of history may therefore reflect more than political ambition.

They may also involve unseen spiritual struggles.

The Ruler of This World
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Jesus Himself acknowledged the presence of spiritual opposition within the
present world.

He referred to Satan as “the prince of this world.”

“Now shall the prince of this world be cast out.” — John 12:31
This does not mean Satan ultimately controls the world.

God remains sovereign over all creation.

But the New Testament suggests that rebellious spiritual forces currently
operate within the fallen order of the world.

Their influence often appears through deception, corruption, and division.

Deception as a Weapon

The primary weapon in this unseen war is not always violence.
It is deception.
Jesus described Satan this way:

“He was a murderer from the beginning... for he is a liar, and the father of
it.” — John 8:44

Deception can shape cultures.

It can influence governments.

It can distort moral values and encourage hatred.

It can cause entire societies to accept ideas that lead to destruction.

Many of the great tragedies of history were fueled by lies that people came to
believe.

The Focus on Israel
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Within this larger conflict, Israel occupies a unique place.

The nation through whom God revealed His law and prophets also became
the lineage through which the Messiah entered the world.

Because of this role, Israel frequently stands at the center of historical
tension.

Attempts to destroy Israel appear repeatedly across the centuries.

This pattern has led many believers to suspect that opposition to Israel
sometimes reflects deeper spiritual hostility.

If the Messiah came through Israel, then the destruction of that nation would
seem advantageous to the forces opposing God’s plan.

The War Intensifies

As history moves toward its conclusion, the Bible suggests that the unseen
conflict will intensify.

Spiritual deception will increase.
Political and cultural tensions will grow.

Nations will become entangled in conflicts that seem increasingly difficult to
resolve.

The visible struggles of the world will increasingly reflect deeper spiritual
realities.

This culminates in the final gathering described in Revelation.

The armies of the world assemble for what appears to be a political and
military confrontation.

Yet behind the scenes, the spiritual war that began long ago is reaching its
climax.
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The Armor of God

While the unseen war influences nations, Scripture also emphasizes that
believers themselves are part of this spiritual conflict.

Paul describes the Christian life using the language of warfare.

“Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the
wiles of the devil.” — Ephesians 6:11

This armor is not physical.
It includes truth, righteousness, faith, salvation, and the Word of God.
The battle believers fight is not fought with weapons of destruction.

It is fought through faithfulness, truth, and obedience to God.

The Outcome Is Certain

Although the war behind the war has influenced history for centuries, its
outcome is not uncertain.

The victory of Christ has already been secured.

Through His death and resurrection, the power of sin and death has been
broken.

Paul writes:

“Having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly,
triumphing over them.” — Colossians 2:15

The spiritual forces that once seemed unstoppable have already been defeated
at the cross.

Their influence continues for a time, but their ultimate defeat is guaranteed.
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When the Hidden War Ends

The final chapters of Scripture describe the moment when the unseen war
finally ends.

Christ returns.

Evil is judged.

Deception disappears.

The spiritual rebellion that began long ago is permanently defeated.
The world moves toward restoration.

Until that moment arrives, humanity continues to experience the visible
effects of a deeper conflict.

Wars between nations.

Cultural division.

Moral confusion.

But beneath it all lies the truth revealed in Scripture.
History is not merely the story of human struggle.

It is also the story of a hidden war.

And the final victory belongs to God.
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Chapter 18 — Should Christians Support Israel?

Few questions create more tension among Christians today than this one:
Should Christians support Israel?

For some believers the answer seems obvious.

God made promises to Abraham.

Israel is central to the biblical story.

Therefore Christians should stand firmly with the modern nation of Israel.
Others see the issue differently.

They point out that modern political states are complex and imperfect,
including Israel.

They emphasize that the kingdom of God is not tied to any earthly nation.
Still others try to hold both realities together.

They recognize Israel’s unique place in Scripture while also acknowledging
that modern political conflicts are complicated.

Because of these differences, the subject often produces strong opinions.

Understanding the biblical background can help believers approach the issue
with wisdom and humility.

The Covenant With Abraham

The starting point for many Christians is the promise God made to Abraham.

“I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee
shall all families of the earth be blessed.” — Genesis 12:3

This promise established a covenant between God and Abraham’s
descendants.
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It also connected the fate of other nations to their treatment of Abraham’s
family.

For many readers, this verse suggests that supporting Israel brings blessing.
Opposing Israel invites judgment.

Because of this passage, some Christians believe their nations should strongly
support the Jewish people and the modern state of Israel.

Israel in the New Testament

The New Testament, however, introduces another important dimension.

Through Jesus Christ, the blessings promised to Abraham extend to all
nations.

Paul explains that those who belong to Christ share in the covenant promise.

“If ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the
promise.” — Galatians 3:29

This does not erase Israel’s historical role.
But it expands the family of God.
Gentiles are now included alongside Jews in the people of faith.

Because of this, some Christians emphasize that the church—not any political
nation—is now the primary expression of God’s covenant people.

The Difference Between Biblical Israel and Modern Israel

Another source of confusion arises from the difference between biblical
Israel and the modern nation-state of Israel.

The Israel of the Bible was a covenant nation directly governed by God’s law.

Modern Israel is a contemporary political state formed in 1948.
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Like every nation, it includes political parties, military decisions, internal
disagreements, and complex policies.

Some Christians therefore caution against assuming that modern political
actions automatically reflect biblical prophecy or divine approval.

Others see the modern restoration of Israel as part of God’s continuing plan
for the Jewish people.

These differing interpretations lead sincere believers to different conclusions.

The Danger of Simplistic Answers

Because the issue involves both theology and politics, simplistic answers can
be misleading.

Supporting the Jewish people does not necessarily mean endorsing every
political decision made by a modern government.

Likewise, criticizing particular policies does not automatically mean hostility
toward the Jewish people.

The Bible consistently calls believers to pursue justice, mercy, and truth.

These principles apply in every nation.

The Call to Love

Scripture also reminds Christians of a broader responsibility.
Jesus summarized the law with two commands.

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart...
And... thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.” — Matthew 22:37-39

This command extends beyond national boundaries.

Christians are called to love both Jews and non-Jews.



142 of 165

Both Israelis and Palestinians.
Both allies and enemies.

The kingdom of God does not operate according to the same categories that
shape human politics.

Paul’s Heart for Israel

The apostle Paul provides an important example of how Christians should
think about the Jewish people.

Paul himself was Jewish.

Yet he recognized that many of his fellow Israelites had not accepted Jesus as
the Messiah.

His response was not anger or rejection.
It was grief and prayer.

“My heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved.”
— Romans 10:1

Paul longed for the spiritual restoration of his people.
His deepest concern was not political sovereignty.

It was reconciliation with God through Christ.

A Unique Role in God’s Plan

At the same time, Paul believed the Jewish people still held a unique place in
God’s unfolding plan.

“For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance.” — Romans 11:29

This statement suggests that God has not abandoned His purposes for Israel.
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How those purposes will ultimately unfold remains a matter of debate among
Christians.

But the passage encourages humility when discussing the future of the Jewish
people.

The Central Issue

When Christians ask whether they should support Israel, they are often
asking a political question.

But the Bible consistently points to a deeper spiritual focus.

The gospel.

The message of Christ is offered to every nation, including Israel.

The ultimate hope for Jews and Gentiles alike is not found in political power.

It is found in reconciliation with God through Jesus.

A Balanced Perspective

For many believers, a balanced approach may include several convictions:
Respect for the Jewish people and their remarkable history.

Recognition of Israel’s important role in the biblical story.

Compassion for all people living in the region.

And a commitment to pursue peace, justice, and truth.

Such an approach avoids turning prophecy into political slogans.

It also avoids ignoring the deep biblical connections that surround the land
and people of Israel.



144 of 165

The Kingdom That Transcends Nations

The Bible ultimately points beyond every earthly nation.

Even the nation of Israel itself was always part of a larger story.

The story of God redeeming humanity.

In the final vision of Scripture, people from every nation gather before God.

“A great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds,
and people, and tongues.” — Revelation 7:9

The kingdom of God will include Jews and Gentiles alike.
Israel and the nations together.

United under the rule of Christ.

The Final Hope

The question of Israel’s political future continues to generate debate.
But the ultimate hope of Scripture does not rest in political alliances.
It rests in the return of the King.

Jesus Christ.

When He comes, the confusion surrounding nations, borders, and conflicts
will finally give way to something far greater.

The establishment of a kingdom where righteousness, justice, and peace reign
forever.
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Chapter 19 — Watchfulness Without Fear

When people discuss the end times, the conversation often turns quickly
toward fear.

Predictions of disaster.
Speculation about wars.
Warnings about global collapse.

Some believers become anxious as they try to interpret every political event
or international conflict as a possible signal of the end.

Yet when Jesus spoke about the future, His message carried a very different
tone.

He called His followers to watchfulness.

But not to fear.

The Instruction of Jesus

In His teaching about the end of the age, Jesus repeatedly encouraged His
followers to remain alert.

“Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.” —
Matthew 24:42

The instruction is simple.

Stay watchful.

Be aware.

Remain spiritually ready.

But notice what Jesus does not say.

He does not tell His followers to panic.
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He does not tell them to live in constant anxiety.

Instead, watchfulness is presented as a calm awareness that history is moving
toward a divinely appointed conclusion.

Not Troubled by the World

Earlier in the same discourse, Jesus addressed the unsettling events that
would occur in the world.

Wars.

Rumors of wars.

Political upheaval.

But He gave a clear instruction.

“See that ye be not troubled.” — Matthew 24:6
The message is striking.

Even in times of global instability, believers are not meant to be
overwhelmed by fear.

The world may experience turbulence, but the followers of Christ know that
history ultimately unfolds according to God’s purposes.

Fear and Faith

Fear often arises when people feel events are beyond control.
Human history certainly contains many uncertainties.
Governments rise and fall.

Conflicts erupt unexpectedly.

Economic systems shift.
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Natural disasters occur.

Yet the Bible consistently reminds believers that God remains sovereign over
the course of history.

The prophet Isaiah recorded God’s declaration:

“I am God, and there is none else... declaring the end from the beginning.”
— Isaiah 46:9-10

Because of this truth, watchfulness does not need to be accompanied by fear.

Faith anchors the believer even in uncertain times.

The Temptation of Speculation

One reason fear spreads so easily is the temptation to speculate.
Every new crisis can spark predictions.

Timelines are drawn.

Dates are suggested.

Theories circulate across communities and media.

Yet history shows that such predictions are rarely accurate.
Jesus addressed this tendency directly.

“But of that day and hour knoweth no man.” — Matthew 24:36

If the exact timing remains unknown even to the disciples, then speculation
will always remain uncertain.

The goal of prophecy is not to encourage endless prediction.

It is to encourage faithful living.
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Living Ready

Watchfulness in the New Testament is closely connected with how believers
live.

Jesus illustrated this idea through several parables.

A servant who expects his master’s return remains diligent.

A steward who knows the master is coming keeps the household in order.
The focus is not on predicting the exact moment of arrival.

It is on living responsibly while waiting.

Faithfulness becomes the mark of true watchfulness.

Hope in the Midst of Uncertainty

For Christians, the return of Christ is not a threat.
It is a hope.
The apostle Paul described it this way:

“Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God
and our Saviour Jesus Christ.” — Titus 2:13

The phrase ‘“‘blessed hope” reveals the attitude believers are meant to have.
Christ’s return represents the fulfillment of God’s promises.

The restoration of creation.

The defeat of evil.

The end of suffering.

These events inspire anticipation rather than dread.
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The Balance Between Awareness and Peace

Christians are therefore called to maintain a balance.
Awareness of the times.

But peace in the heart.

Believers pay attention to the world around them.

They recognize that history is moving toward a final resolution.
But they do not allow fear to dominate their thinking.

Their confidence rests in the character of God.

The Mission Continues

Another important reminder appears throughout the New Testament.
Until Christ returns, the mission of the church continues.

The gospel is still being preached.

Lives are still being transformed.

People from every nation are still being invited into the kingdom of God.
Jesus’ final instructions to His disciples were not about predicting the end.
They were about spreading the message of salvation.

“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations.” — Matthew 28:19

The focus of the church remains the same regardless of how close the end
may be.

Faithfulness to Christ.

Service to others.
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Proclamation of the gospel.

The Example of the Early Church

The early Christians lived with a strong expectation that Christ might return
soon.

Yet they did not withdraw from the world in fear.

They continued their work.

They cared for the poor.

They spread the gospel across the Roman Empire.

Their watchfulness expressed itself through faithful living, not anxiety.

Their hope strengthened their courage.

The Promise of Peace

Jesus gave His followers a promise that remains deeply relevant.

“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth,
give [ unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” —
John 14:27

This peace does not depend on stable governments or peaceful nations.

It comes from trusting the One who holds history in His hands.

Watching for the King

Ultimately, watchfulness is about relationship.
Believers are not simply waiting for events.

They are waiting for a person.
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Jesus Christ.

The King who will one day return to restore the world.

Until that moment arrives, Christians live with a unique perspective.
They recognize the brokenness of the present world.

Yet they also know how the story ends.

The King is coming.

And because of that promise, watchfulness can exist without fear.
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Chapter 20 — The Kingdom That Cannot Be Shaken

Throughout history, kingdoms have risen and fallen.
Empires that once appeared unstoppable eventually faded into memory.

Egypt dominated the ancient world for centuries.
Assyria terrified nations with its armies.

Babylon dazzled with its wealth and power.

Persia ruled vast territories.

Greece spread its culture across continents.

Rome governed an empire that seemed unbreakable.

Each kingdom once appeared permanent.
Each eventually faded.

The ruins of human history stand as reminders that earthly power never lasts
forever.

But the Bible speaks of a kingdom unlike any other.

A kingdom that cannot be shaken.

The Vision Given to Daniel

Centuries before Christ was born, God revealed a remarkable vision to the
prophet Daniel.

King Nebuchadnezzar dreamed of a great statue composed of different
metals:

e Ahead of gold
e Achest of silver
e Abelly of bronze

e Legsof iron
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e Feet mixed with iron and clay

Daniel explained that each section represented a powerful kingdom that
would rule the earth in succession.

These kingdoms would appear strong and unstoppable in their time.
But the dream did not end with them.
Daniel described something unexpected.

“Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the
image upon his feet... and brake them to pieces.” — Daniel 2:34

The statue representing human empires collapsed.
Then the stone grew into something extraordinary.

“The stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the
whole earth.” — Daniel 2:35

Daniel explained the meaning.

“And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom,
which shall never be destroyed.” — Daniel 2:44

Unlike every kingdom before it, this one would not fade.

It would endure forever.

The Kingdom Announced by Jesus

When Jesus began His earthly ministry, this very kingdom became the center
of His message.

“Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” — Matthew 4:17
The long-awaited kingdom of God had begun to arrive.

Yet it did not appear the way many expected.
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It did not come through military conquest.
It did not overthrow Rome.
Instead, it began quietly.

Jesus described it as a mustard seed—small at first, but destined to grow into
something vast.

He compared it to yeast spreading through dough, slowly transforming
everything it touches.

The kingdom of God was entering the world, but not through political power.

It was advancing through transformed hearts.

A Kingdom Not of This World

When Jesus stood before the Roman governor Pilate, He explained the nature
of His kingdom.

“My kingdom is not of this world.” — John 18:36

This statement did not mean that Christ’s kingdom has no influence on the
world.

It means its authority does not come from earthly systems.

Human kingdoms depend on armies, wealth, and political alliances.
The kingdom of God rests on something far greater.

The authority of the Creator Himself.

Because of this, it cannot be destroyed by the forces that bring down earthly
empires.

A Kingdom Already Present
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Many people think of God’s kingdom only as a future event.

But the New Testament teaches that the kingdom has already begun.
When a person places their faith in Christ, something profound happens.
Their spiritual citizenship changes.

“Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us
into the kingdom of his dear Son.” — Colossians 1:13

Believers are transferred from one kingdom to another.
They no longer belong to the domain of darkness.
They now belong to the kingdom of Christ.

Paul describes this identity in another place:

“For our citizenship is in heaven.” — Philippians 3:20
Christians therefore live in two realities at once.

They live physically within the nations of this world.
But spiritually they belong to another kingdom.

The kingdom of God has already begun in the hearts and lives of those who
follow the King.

A Kingdom Yet to Come

Yet the Bible also makes clear that the kingdom has not yet fully arrived.
The world still experiences sin, suffering, and conflict.
Creation itself groans under the weight of the fall.

“For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together
until now.” — Romans §8:22
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When Jesus taught His disciples to pray, He instructed them to say:

“Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.” —
Matthew 6:10

This prayer reflects a longing shared by believers throughout history.
The kingdom has begun.

But its complete expression still lies ahead.

Living Between Two Kingdoms

This creates a unique situation for followers of Christ.
Believers live in earthly societies, governed by human systems.
Yet their ultimate allegiance belongs to another King.

Peter describes Christians as:

“Strangers and pilgrims.” — 1 Peter 2:11

They are present in the world but not defined by it.

They live within earthly nations while belonging to a greater kingdom.
This truth brings stability in uncertain times.

Political events may shake nations.

Wars may reshape borders.

Empires may rise and fall.

But the kingdom to which believers belong cannot be shaken.

Israel and the Larger Story
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Within the biblical narrative, Israel plays an important role in the unfolding
story of God’s kingdom.

Through Israel came the promises.
Through Israel came the prophets.
Through Israel came the Messiah.

The Jewish people became central to the story of redemption that would
ultimately reach the entire world.

Yet the kingdom established by Christ extends far beyond the borders of any
single nation.

It gathers people from every tribe, language, and people group.
Israel remains part of the story.
But the kingdom of God is not confined to geography.

It is defined by allegiance to the King.

The Final Shaking

The book of Hebrews describes a future moment when the present order of
the world will be shaken.

“Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven.” — Hebrews
12:26

This shaking represents the removal of everything temporary.
Human systems built on pride and ambition will not endure forever.
Political powers.

Economic structures.

Human institutions.
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All of them will eventually pass away.

But something will remain.

The Kingdom That Cannot Be Shaken

The writer of Hebrews gives believers a remarkable assurance.

“Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have
grace.” — Hebrews 12:28

The kingdom of God cannot be shaken.

It cannot be overthrown.

It cannot collapse like the kingdoms of this world.
Its foundation is not human strength.

It rests upon the authority of God Himself.

This truth brings confidence in uncertain times.
The world may experience turmoil.

Conflicts may arise.

Nations may clash.

But the kingdom of Christ continues to advance.
Quietly.

Steadily.

Unstoppably.

The Final Victory
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The book of Revelation describes the moment when Christ’s kingdom
becomes fully visible.

“The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of
his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.” — Revelation 11:15

Every earthly power will ultimately yield to His authority.

The long conflict between good and evil will reach its conclusion.
The kingdom that began quietly will fill the entire earth.

Just as Daniel saw.

Just as the prophets foretold.

Just as Christ promised.

A Kingdom That Endures Forever

Until that day arrives, believers live with a steady confidence.
They belong to a kingdom that already exists.

A kingdom that will one day be fully revealed.

Earthly kingdoms will continue to rise and fall.

History will continue to unfold with conflict and uncertainty.
But the final outcome is not in doubt.

The kingdom of God cannot be shaken.

And those who belong to Christ are already citizens of that everlasting
kingdom.
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Epilogue — What Really Matters

Throughout this book we have explored a difficult and often confusing
subject.

Israel.

Prophecy.

The end times.

Wars.

Spiritual forces at work behind human events.

For centuries Christians have wrestled with how these pieces fit together.
Some see Israel primarily as a nation still central to God's prophetic timeline.

Others understand Israel more broadly as the people of God gathered through
faith in Christ.

Some interpret prophetic passages literally.
Others see them symbolically.

Entire systems of theology have developed around these differences.

And sincere believers —studying the same Scriptures —have often reached
different conclusions.

Many Interpretations Exist

The truth is that the Bible contains prophetic passages that are not always
simple to interpret.

Some prophecies were fulfilled quickly and clearly.
Others unfolded slowly across centuries.
Some still appear to point forward to events we have not yet fully seen.

Because of this, thoughtful Christians have approached prophecy from
different perspectives.
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Premillennial.

Amillennial.

Postmillennial.

Dispensational.

Covenantal.

Each approach attempts to understand the same Scriptures.

And each contains believers who sincerely love Christ and trust the authority
of the Bible.

Yet throughout history one pattern has remained constant.

Every generation that believed it had perfectly mapped the end times
eventually discovered that God’s plan unfolded in ways no one fully
anticipated.

Prophecy often becomes clearest after it is fulfilled.

Christ’s Return Is Certain

While many details remain debated, one truth stands above all others.
Christ will return.
This promise runs throughout the New Testament.

“This same Jesus... shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into
heaven.”
— Acts 1:11

The return of Christ is not symbolic language or theological speculation.
It is the central hope of the Christian faith.

Jesus Himself promised it.
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“And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again.”
— John 14:3

The apostles proclaimed it.

“The Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout.”
— 1 Thessalonians 4:16

The book of Revelation ends with the same declaration.

“Surely I come quickly.”
— Revelation 22:20

The exact timing remains unknown.
But the certainty of His return is beyond question.
History is not wandering aimlessly.

It is moving toward the return of the King.

Faithfulness Matters More Than Speculation

Because prophecy can be complex, believers are sometimes tempted to focus
more on prediction than obedience.

Charts are drawn.

Dates are suggested.

Current events are constantly analyzed.

Entire ministries have been built around identifying the latest prophetic signs.
But when Jesus spoke about the future, His emphasis was different.

He consistently called His followers to watchfulness and faithfulness, not
speculation.

“Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing.”
— Matthew 24:46
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The faithful servant is not the one who correctly predicted every detail.

The faithful servant is the one who continued to live in obedience while
waiting.

Jesus warned His disciples that the timing of His return would remain
unknown.

“But of that day and hour knoweth no man.”
— Matthew 24:36

Rather than solving every mystery, believers are called to remain prepared.
To live with steady faith.
To serve with humility.

To walk with God faithfully until the day Christ returns.

Living in Light of the Kingdom

The kingdom of God has already begun through Christ.
Believers now belong to a kingdom that cannot be shaken.
Yet the full restoration of the world still lies ahead.

This means Christians live with both hope and responsibility.
Hope —because the final victory of Christ is certain.
Responsibility —because the time before His return matters.
Jesus told His followers to be salt and light in a broken world.
To care for the poor.

To share the gospel.

To love their neighbors.
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To live holy lives.
These commands do not change based on prophetic interpretation.

Regardless of how one understands the timeline of end-time events, the
calling of believers remains the same.

The Final Perspective

Israel will continue to be discussed.
Prophetic passages will continue to be debated.
Global events will continue to raise questions about the future.

But for the follower of Christ, the most important truths remain beautifully
simple.

Christ has come.
Christ has risen.
Christ will come again.

And until that day arrives, believers are called to live faithfully within the
kingdom that has already begun.

The end of the story is not confusion.
It is restoration.

A restored creation.

A restored people.

A restored relationship with God.

And the reign of a King whose kingdom will never end.
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