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Introduction to the FAITH SERIES

Faith is one of the most misunderstood words in the Christian vocabulary.

For some, faith is treated as a blind leap—belief without evidence, conviction
without grounding.

For others, faith is reduced to emotion, tradition, or cultural inheritance.

And for many, faith is something assumed rather than examined, practiced
rather than understood.

Scripture presents faith very differently.

Biblical faith is neither irrational nor accidental.

It is not blind, nor is it merely intellectual.

It is a response to revelation—God making Himself known and calling His
creation to trust Him.

“Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not

seen.”
— Hebrews 11:1

The FAITH SERIES exists to recover this biblical understanding.
These volumes are written to explore faith as Scripture describes it:
e faith as a gift from God
e faith as something that grows and matures
e faith that can be tested without being destroyed
e faith that is reasonable, defensible, and deeply relational

Some works in this series address why faith is justified —engaging questions
of reason, evidence, and worldview.

Others focus on how faith is lived —formed, exercised, weakened,
strengthened, and endured.

Together, they form a unified exploration of faith that is:
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e intellectually honest
e biblically grounded
e pastorally sensitive

Works such as Faith Is Not Blind, Faith Is Reasonable, and Christianity, A
Logical Conclusion examine faith from the standpoint of reason and
evidence —addressing the modern assumption that belief in God requires
abandoning logic.

Other volumes, including the one you now hold, turn inward —toward
formation, endurance, and lived trust.

The FAITH SERIES is not written to pressure belief.
It is written to clarify it.

Faith, rightly understood, is not the abandonment of reason—
it is the alignment of trust with truth.

Introduction to This Volume
Faith — Volume One

This book is not written to argue for the existence of God.

That work has already been done—by Scripture, by creation, and by reason
itself.

This book begins after belief has been granted.
It asks different questions:

e  What is faith, according to God?

e If faith is a gift, how do we receive it?

 How does faith grow —or weaken—over time?
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*  Why does faith look steady in some and fragile in others?
e  What does faith look like when it is lived, tested, and endured?
Scripture never treats faith as static.

Some have little faith.

Some have great faith.

Some struggle honestly.

Some trust simply.

Some endure quietly for decades.

This volume explores those realities without ranking believers or reducing
faith to a formula.

“The righteous shall live by faith.”
— Habakkuk 2:4

That statement is not poetic.
It is foundational.

Faith is not merely how we begin the Christian life—it is how we live it.
Throughout this book, faith is presented as:

e trust rather than certainty

e dependence rather than control

e endurance rather than emotion

You will encounter examples of faith that is simple and unwavering, and faith
that is tested and strained.

You will see that faith can feel absent without being lost, and weak without
being false.

Above all, you will see that biblical faith is not self-generated.
It is received —and then lived out day by day.
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This book is written for:
e believers who trust deeply but cannot always explain why
* believers who struggle honestly and fear their faith is insufficient
* believers who want their faith to mature without becoming brittle

Faith does not require perfection.
It requires trust.

And trust, Scripture tells us, is something God Himself is faithful to grow.
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Chapter One — What Is Faith—According to God

Faith is one of the most used words in Christianity —and one of the least
examined.

We speak of “keeping the faith.”
We praise people for having “strong faith.”
We struggle when our faith feels weak.

Yet Scripture does not leave faith undefined.
It does not allow us to shape faith according to personality, upbringing, or
circumstance.

God tells us what faith is—before He tells us what faith does.

Faith Begins With God’s Definition, Not Ours

The clearest definition of faith in Scripture is not found in a parable, a
miracle, or a prayer.
It is found in a simple, direct statement:

“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not
seen.”

— Hebrews 11:1

Faith is not optimism.
It is not wishful thinking.
It is not pretending something is true until it becomes true.

Faith is assurance.

Faith is conviction.

Faith deals with realities that cannot yet be touched, measured, or proven by
sight.

Scripture immediately places faith in tension with the visible world.
Not because the visible world is unreal —but because it is incomplete.
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Faith and the Unseen World

From the beginning, God’s people are taught to live with awareness beyond
what the eyes can see.

“For we walk by faith, not by sight.”
— 2 Corinthians 5:7

This does not mean we reject evidence or reason.
It means we acknowledge their limits.

Sight deals with what is.
Faith deals with what God has said will be.

The unseen world is not imaginary —it is foundational.
Creation itself began with God speaking into emptiness.

Faith begins the same way.

Faith Is Required —Not Optional

Faith is not an advanced Christian concept reserved for mature believers.
It is the entry point.

“And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for whoever would draw
near to God must believe that He exists and that He rewards those who seek
Him.”

— Hebrews 11:6

Scripture does not say faith makes pleasing God easier.
It says faith makes pleasing God possible.

This immediately reframes faith:
* Not as a spiritual accessory
e Not as a personality trait

e But as the necessary posture of anyone who approaches God
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Faith 1s not confidence in self.
Faith is confidence in God’s character.

Faith Is Not Certainty —It Is Trust

One of the great misunderstandings about faith is that it eliminates questions.
Scripture says the opposite.

“Hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees?”
— Romans 8:24

Faith operates precisely where certainty ends.

If everything were visible...
If every outcome were guaranteed...
If every prayer were answered immediately...

Faith would be unnecessary.

Faith is not knowing how God will act.
Faith is trusting who God is.

Faith Is Anchored in God’s Word

Faith does not arise in a vacuum.

It does not come from emotion alone.
It does not come from personal strength.
It does not come from cultural Christianity.

Scripture is clear:

“So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.”
— Romans 10:17

Faith is born when God speaks —and someone listens.
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This is why Scripture matters.
Not as information, but as revelation.

Faith grows where God’s Word is:
* heard
* remembered
e trusted

e returned to

Faith Is Not the Absence of Struggle

Some assume strong faith never wavers.
Scripture does not support this.
Even the father who approached Jesus for his son cried out:

“I believe; help my unbelief!””
— Mark 9:24

Jesus did not reject him.
Jesus did not correct him.
Jesus honored his honesty.

Faith does not mean never struggling.
Faith means struggling toward God, not away from Him.

Faith Looks Forward, Not Inward

Faith does not draw its strength from self-examination.
It draws strength from promise.

“Faith is the assurance of things hoped for...”
— Hebrews 11:1
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Biblical hope is not vague optimism.
It is confidence rooted in God’s faithfulness.

Faith looks forward:
e to promises not yet fulfilled
* toakingdom not yet seen
e to arestoration not yet complete

Faith refuses to believe that what is visible now is all there is.

Why This Definition Matters

If faith is misunderstood, everything built on it becomes unstable.
e Prayer becomes transactional
e Obedience becomes conditional
e Suffering becomes offensive
e  Waiting becomes unbearable

But when faith is understood as God defines it—
assurance... conviction... trust in the unseen—

then faith becomes:
e resilient
e patient
* honest
e enduring

Faith does not require us to see clearly.
It requires us to trust faithfully.
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A Quiet Invitation

This book will explore:
e how faith is given
e how faith grows
e how faith is tested
e how faith matures
But all of it rests on this foundation:

Faith is not something we prove to God.
Faith is something we receive from Him—and choose to live by.

“The righteous shall live by faith.”
— Habakkuk 2:4

That has always been true.
And it still is.
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Chapter Two — Faith Is a Gift, Not a Skill

One of the quiet burdens many believers carry is the belief that faith is
something they are supposed to produce.

They see others who seem confident, steady, unshaken—and assume those
people possess something they lack.

They try harder.

They pray harder.

They feel guilty when faith does not come easily.

Scripture offers relief almost immediately.

Faith 1s not first a human achievement.
Faith is a gift from God.

Faith Does Not Originate With Us

Few passages are quoted more often—and misunderstood more deeply —than
this:

“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.”
— Ephesians 2:8-9

Paul is careful here.

Salvation is by grace.
Faith is the means.
And the whole movement —from start to finish —comes from God.

Faith is not the currency we bring to God.
Faith is the open hand with which we receive what He gives.

This immediately removes two dangers:

e pride in those who believe easily
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e despair in those who struggle to believe

Neither has grounds to boast.

Faith and God’s Initiative

Scripture consistently places God as the initiator.

“No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him.”

— John 6:44

Faith does not begin with our search for God.
It begins with God’s movement toward us.

This does not erase human responsibility.
But it clarifies order.

God draws.
God reveals.
God awakens.

We respond.

The Measure of Faith

Paul speaks carefully —but directly —about this reality:

“God has assigned to each a measure of faith.”
— Romans 12:3

This is not a hierarchy.
It is not a ranking system.
It is not a spiritual competition.

It is an acknowledgment that faith is distributed, not self-generated.
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Some receive faith early.
Some receive it gradually.
Some receive it after years of resistance.

In every case, faith remains a gift.

Why This Matters More Than We Realize

If faith is a skill, then:
e failure is shameful
e struggle is weakness
e doubt is disqualifying
But if faith is a gift, then:
e growth is possible
e weakness invites grace
* struggle becomes a place of dependence
Paul even goes so far as to say belief itself is granted:

“It has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only
believe in Him but also suffer for His sake.”
— Philippians 1:29

Belief is not merely allowed.
It is granted.
Faith and Responsibility —Not a Contradiction

Calling faith a gift does not excuse passivity.

Scripture never treats grace as an invitation to disengage.
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Instead, gift and responsibility walk together.

A seed is a gift.
Growth still requires soil, water, and light.

Faith is given—
but it is also exercised.

This is why Jesus can both commend faith and call for more of it.

Why Comparison Weakens Faith

When faith is treated as a skill, comparison becomes inevitable.
We measure:

e our confidence against others

e our certainty against theirs

e our calm against their peace
But comparison misunderstands how faith works.

Jesus never asks, “Why don’t you have their faith?”
He asks, “Do you trust Me?”

Faith is relational before it 1s measurable.

Faith as Dependence, Not Performance

At its core, faith is dependence.

Not on understanding.
Not on consistency.
Not on emotional strength.

But on God Himself.
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“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own
understanding.”

— Proverbs 3:5
Faith grows strongest when it stops leaning on self.
This is why faith often deepens:

e during loss

e during waiting

e during uncertainty

Not because hardship creates faith—but because it strips away illusions of
control.

A Necessary Humility

If faith is a gift, then humility is the only reasonable posture.

No one believes because they are smarter.
No one believes because they are stronger.
No one believes because they are better.

We believe because God was merciful.

This truth levels the ground at the foot of the cross.

Looking Ahead

If faith is given, the next question becomes unavoidable:
How does faith come to us—and how does it grow once received?
Scripture answers that clearly as well.

“Faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.”
— Romans 10:17
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That 1s where we turn next.
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Chapter Three — How Faith Comes
Faith does not usually arrive with spectacle.

It is rarely sudden.
It is seldom dramatic.
It almost never announces itself.

More often, faith comes quietly —
through repetition, exposure, and hearing the same truth again and again.

Scripture is remarkably plain about this.

“So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.”
— Romans 10:17

Faith does not come from isolation.
Faith does not come from introspection alone.
Faith comes from hearing.

Hearing Comes Before Believing

Paul’s logic in Romans 10 is intentional and layered.

Before faith, there must be hearing.
Before hearing, there must be a message.
Before the message, there must be someone sent.

Faith does not originate in the heart—it enters through the ear.
This is why God has always emphasized speaking His truth aloud.

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.”
— Deuteronomy 6:4

God does not whisper truth once and move on.
He repeats it.
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He reinforces it.
He embeds it in daily life.

The Ordinary Path God Chose

Modern believers often search for extraordinary faith experiences.
Scripture points us back to ordinary means.
e teaching
e reading
e listening
e remembering
e repetition
Even Jesus Himself taught openly, repeatedly, and publicly.
Faith grows where truth is present.

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.”
— Colossians 3:16

Faith does not need novelty.
It needs nearness.

Why Repetition Matters

God never assumes His people will remember after hearing something once.

He instructs parents:

“You shall teach them diligently to your children... when you sit... when you
walk... when you lie down...and when you rise.”
— Deuteronomy 6:6-7
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This is not because God is repetitive.
It is because we are forgetful.

Faith weakens when truth becomes occasional.
Faith strengthens when truth becomes familiar.

Environment Shapes Faith

Scripture never treats environment as neutral.
The psalmist writes:

“Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked... but his
delight is in the law of the Lord.”
— Psalms 1:1-2

What we listen to shapes what we trust.
What we dwell on shapes what we believe.

Faith grows in environments where God’s Word is:
e honored
e repeated
e expected
e trusted

This does not require perfection.
It requires presence.

Faith Often Grows Before We Notice It

One of the quiet truths about faith is that it often matures unnoticed.

Jesus described this process:
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“The earth produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full
grain.”
— Mark 4:28

Faith does not announce milestones.
It reveals itself later—under pressure, in obedience, in trust.

Many believers assume they lack faith because they do not feel it growing.

Scripture suggests faith grows long before it is felt.

Faith and Familiarity

There is a modern suspicion that familiarity breeds contempt.
Scripture suggests something different.
Familiar truth, when received humbly, breeds confidence.

This explains why some believers trust deeply without needing constant
explanation.
They have heard God’s Word so consistently that trust feels natural.

Faith becomes the default posture —not the exception.

When Faith Seems Slow

Some grow impatient with faith.

They want clarity quickly.
Answers immediately.
Assurance now.

But Scripture describes faith as something cultivated over time.

“We desire each one of you to show the same earnestness to have the full
assurance of hope until the end.”
— Hebrews 6:11
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Faith is not rushed.
Faith is formed.

A Gentle Warning

Faith does not grow well in neglect.
When God’s Word is absent:
e faith becomes fragile
e trust becomes conditional
e doubt grows louder
This is not punishment—it is consequence.

What is not fed will weaken.
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Chapter Four — Childlike Faith — The Strength of
Simple Trust

There are believers whose faith does not feel dramatic.

They do not tell stories of searching, wandering, or wrestling their way
toward belief.

They do not remember a moment when faith “clicked.”

They cannot point to a season when God felt distant.

Faith has always been there.

Call them Ruth and VicKki.

They are not theologians.
They are not apologists.
They are not especially interested in defending their faith in debates.

They were raised in the church.
They heard Scripture early.
They believed it naturally.

And they cannot fathom any other way to live.

Faith That Never Learned an Alternative

Ruth and Vicki were taught God’s Word when they were young.
Not occasionally.

Not symbolically.

But consistently.

Church was not a phase.

Scripture was not optional.

Faith was not something they had to discover later—it was something they
received.
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They did not weigh Christianity against other worldviews.
They did not test belief against personal preference.
They trusted what they were taught because it came from God.

That trust never fractured.

What Jesus Means by ‘“Childlike”

When Jesus speaks of children, He is not romanticizing innocence.
He is pointing to posture.

“Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never

enter the kingdom of heaven.”
— Matthew 18:3

Children do not negotiate authority.
They do not require full explanations before obedience.
They trust because trust is their starting place.

Jesus does not call this optional.
He calls it necessary.

Childlike Is Not Childish

Scripture is careful here.
Paul warns against remaining childish in understanding:

“Do not be children in your thinking... but in your thinking be mature.”
— 1 Corinthians 14:20

But Jesus commands childlikeness in faith.
The difference matters.

e  Childish faith resists growth
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¢  Childlike faith resists control

Ruth and Vicki are not unthinking.
They are unnegotiating.

They do not stand over God’s Word deciding what they will accept.
They stand under it.

“The Bible Says So”

Ask Ruth or Vicki why they believe something, and the answer may sound
simple.

“The Bible says so.”

To modern ears, this sounds weak.
Circular.
Insufficient.

Scripture does not agree.

“Your word is truth.”
— John 17:17

If God has spoken, then trust is not naive —it is obedient.

Every worldview rests on an unprovable foundation.
Christian faith simply admits its foundation is God Himself.

“The Bible says so” is not an argument.
It is submission.

Faith Formed Early Often Endures Quietly

Scripture acknowledges this pattern without turning it into a formula.
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“From childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which

are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.”
— 2 Timothy 3:15

Early formation does not guarantee faith.
But God often uses faithful repetition as a means of grace.

Truth heard early becomes trust held deeply.

Ruth and Vicki did not reason themselves into belief.
They were rooted into it.

When Simple Faith Feels Inadequate

Simple faith can feel exposed in a world that prizes explanation.
It may struggle to:

e answer philosophical objections

e articulate doctrine precisely

e defend itself under scrutiny
But Scripture never equates verbal defense with spiritual strength.

Some believers begin with certainty, lose it, and must fight their way back.
Others begin with trust—and never leave it.

Scripture honors both.
It does not rank them.

The Strength of Undivided Faith

James issues a warning:

“A double-minded man is unstable in all his ways.”
— James 1:8
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Simple faith is not weak —it is undivided.

It does not constantly renegotiate belief based on outcomes.
It does not suspend trust until understanding is complete.

It trusts God’s character even when circumstances are unclear.

That kind of faith is quiet.
And strong.

Why Jesus Places a Child at the Center

Jesus does not say the Kingdom is earned.

He says it is received.

“Whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter
it.”

— Mark 10:15

Children receive what they cannot earn.
They trust what they did not build.
They depend without embarrassment.

So do believers.

Faith That Does Not Need to Prove Itself

Simple faith does not feel compelled to win arguments.

It does not confuse certainty with volume.
It does not confuse knowledge with trust.

It obeys.
It rests.
It endures.

Often longer than more complicated faith.
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A Necessary Reorientation

This chapter is not a critique of study, learning, or growth.
It is a correction of prideful faith.

Jesus does not ask us to become clever.
He asks us to become trusting.

Ruth and Vicki never learned another way.

And that may be exactly what Jesus meant.
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Chapter Five — When Faith Does Not Take Root

Not every story of church upbringing ends the same way.

Some are quiet and steady.
Others are confusing and painful.

Call them Nick and Ryne.

Like Ruth and Vicki, they were raised in the church.
They attended regularly.

They participated.

There was no obvious rebellion.

No crisis that demanded alarm.

Their parents did what faithful parents do.

And yet—today —one or both question God’s existence.
One or both question the need for God at all.
Faith, salvation, and the claims of Christ feel unnecessary, even implausible.

The questions come later.
The pain comes quietly.
The regret comes heavily.

The Question Parents Ask First

When faith seems to disappear, parents often ask the same question:
“What did we do wrong?”’

Scripture does not dismiss this grief.
But it also does not rush to assign blame.

Faith is deeply influenced by environment—but it is never guaranteed by it.
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Attendance is not conversion.
Participation is not belief.
Proximity to truth is not the same as submission to it.

What Scripture Promises —and What It Does Not

The proverb is familiar:

“Train up a child in the way he should go,; even when he is old he will not
depart from it.”
— Proverbs 22:6

This is wisdom —not a contract.
It describes what often happens, not what always happens.

Scripture never promises that faithful parenting will result in faithful belief.
It does promise that God is just, attentive, and aware of every heart.

Attendance Is Exposure—Not Transformation

Nick and Ryne were present.

They heard sermons.

They joined activities.

They knew the rhythms of church life.

But Scripture warns us not to confuse exposure with reception.

“These people honor Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me.”
— Matthew 15:8

Faith does not grow simply because truth is nearby.
It grows when truth is received.

The heart—not the calendar—determines belief.

When Were Decisions Made?
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This is the question that haunts parents.

When did belief falter?
When did trust loosen?
When did faith quietly slip into form?

Scripture offers no timeline.

Some decisions are conscious.
Others are gradual.

Some are delayed until adulthood.
Others are deferred indefinitely.

What Scripture does say is this:

“Choose this day whom you will serve.”
— Joshua 24:15

Faith cannot be chosen by proxy.
It cannot be inherited like tradition.
At some point, belief must become personal —or it remains borrowed.

The Pain of Parental Regret

Regret often assumes responsibility where Scripture assigns agency.

Parents influence.
They instruct.
They model.

But they do not convert.
Even God, who speaks perfectly, is rejected by many who hear Him clearly.

“Jerusalem, Jerusalem... how often would I have gathered your children

together...and you were not willing.”
— Matthew 23:37

If rejection were proof of failure, even God would stand condemned.
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Where the Line Truly Is

So where is the line?
Scripture draws it quietly but firmly.

“Each of us will give an account of himself to God.”
— Romans 14:12

Parents are accountable for faithfulness.
Children are accountable for belief.

That line 1s not cold.
It is just.

And it frees parents from carrying what was never theirs to bear.

What We Are Allowed to Say—and What We Are Not

We are allowed to grieve.
We are allowed to pray.
We are allowed to hope.

We are not allowed to declare the story finished.
Scripture reminds us:

“The Lord is patient... not wishing that any should perish, but that all should
reach repentance.”
— 2 Peter 3:9

Nick and Ryne’s story is not over.
Neither is God’s pursuit.

A Necessary Sobriety

This chapter is not written to assign fault.
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It is written to correct a dangerous assumption:
that attendance equals belief, and that upbringing guarantees faith.

Faith is a gift.
It must be received.

And sometimes, it is resisted —at least for a time.

A Quiet Hope

Parents who ache should not despair.
Nor should they excuse faithlessness as inevitable.

The posture Scripture invites is watchful trust.

“Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?”
— Genesis 18:25

He will.

And until He does, we remain faithful —
not anxious,

not condemning,

not finished with hope.



38 of 80



39 of 80

Chapter Six — Levels of Faith in Scripture
Scripture speaks plainly about faith—but it does not speak simplistically.

Faith is not presented as a fixed quantity.
Nor is it treated as a binary condition—present or absent, saved or lost.

Instead, Scripture describes faith as something that grows, weakens,
strengthens, and matures over time.

Not to rank believers.
But to tell the truth.

“O You of Little Faith”

Jesus does not hesitate to name what He sees.

“Why are you afraid, O you of little faith?”
— Matthew 8:26

This statement is often misheard as condemnation.
It is not.

Jesus does not say, “You have no faith.”
He says, “You have little faith.”

And He still calms the storm.

Little faith is still faith.
And faith—however small —still reaches the One who saves.

Little Faith Is Not False Faith

The disciples believed Jesus could help them.
That is why they cried out.

Their fear revealed the limits of their trust, not its absence.
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Scripture consistently affirms this truth:

Faith does not need to be strong to be real.
It needs to be directed.

Little faith still:
* prays
e calls out
e clings to Christ

And Christ responds.

Great Faith Is Recognized —Not Manufactured

Jesus also names great faith when He sees it.

“O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire.”
— Matthew 15:28

This faith did not arise from privilege.
It did not come from religious status.
It followed persistence, humility, and trust in Christ’s authority.

Great faith is not a personality type.
It is often the result of tested faith.

Faith Strengthened Through Waiting

Scripture repeatedly shows faith growing under pressure.
Abraham is a central example:

“He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body... but grew
strong in his faith as he gave glory to God.”
— Romans 4:19-20
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Abraham’s faith did not begin strong.
It became strong.

Waiting did not destroy his faith.
It refined it.

Growth Is Expected —but Not Instantaneous

The writer of Hebrews addresses believers who have stalled:

“By this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again

the basic principles...”
— Hebrews 5:12-14

This is not a rebuke for being weak.
It is a warning against remaining immature.

Scripture expects growth.
But it also understands process.
Faith matures through:

e exposure

e obedience

e endurance

e failure

e restoration

None of these happen overnight.

Why Scripture Names Levels at All

Scripture does not describe levels of faith to create insecurity.
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It does so to:
e normalize seasons
e encourage growth
e prevent despair
If all faith were equal in experience, then struggle would feel like failure.

Scripture refuses that conclusion.

Faith Is Not a Ladder

This 1s crucial.

Faith is not climbed rung by rung.
There is no spiritual ranking system.

Jesus does not love those with great faith more than those with little faith.
He loves those who come to Him.

What changes is not God’s posture —but ours.

Seasons, Not Status

Faith looks different in different seasons.
e carly faith is often fragile
e growing faith is often stretched
e mature faith is often quiet
Scripture gives room for all three.

Little faith is not shameful.
Stagnant faith is concerning.
Growing faith is the expectation.
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A Gentle Encouragement

If your faith feels small, Scripture does not tell you to pretend otherwise.
It tells you to bring what you have.

Jesus never rejected someone for insufficient faith.
He met them where they were.

Faith grows not by comparison—but by continued trust.

A Settled Truth

Faith is not measured by volume or visibility.
It is measured by direction.

Who do you trust?
Where do you turn?
Whose word carries weight?

Little faith still saves.
Great faith often follows testing.
Growth is expected —but never rushed.

And God is patient with every stage.
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Chapter Seven — Faith That Asks
Prayer as Dependence, Not Entitlement

Jesus speaks about prayer in a way that feels almost disarming.

There is no formula.
No technique.
No promise of control.

Instead, He speaks in relational language.

“Ask, and it will be given to you, seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be
opened to you.”
— Matthew 7:7

Asking is not presented as leverage.
It is presented as dependence.

Asking Is an Act of Faith

To ask is to admit need.
It requires acknowledging:

e that we do not possess what we seek

e that we are not self-sufficient

e that help must come from outside ourselves
This is why prayer is inseparable from faith.

“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God... But let him ask in faith.”
— James 1:5-6

Asking assumes:

e God hears
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e God cares
e Godis able

Silence does not negate faith.
Refusal to ask often does.

Asking Is Not Demanding

Jesus never frames prayer as entitlement.
He frames it as a child approaching a Father.

“Which of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone?”
— Matthew 7:9

The promise is not that we receive anything we request.
The promise is that we are not ignored.

God does not respond as a vendor fulfilling orders.
He responds as a Father giving what is good.

Motives Matter

Scripture is uncomfortably honest about this.

“You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your
passions.”
— James 4:3

Faith does not sanctify selfishness.
Prayer does not override wisdom.

Asking in faith includes:
e submission

e  humility
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e trust in God’s judgment

Faith asks boldly —but yields willingly.

Learning to Ask the Right Way

When the disciples ask Jesus how to pray, He does not teach strategy.
He teaches posture.

“Father, hallowed be Your name...”
— Luke 11:2

Prayer begins with God’s holiness, not our urgency.
With His kingdom, not our agenda.

Faith that asks trusts God enough to let Him decide how to answer.

Confidence Without Presumption

Scripture offers assurance — without entitlement.

“If we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.”
— 1 John 5:14

Faith does not demand alignment from God.
Faith seeks alignment with God.

Asking is not a test of God’s generosity.
It is a confession of trust.

A Quiet Truth

Faith that asks believes God is good—even when the answer is not what was
hoped for.
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Prayer is not proof that we trust God.
What we do after prayer often reveals it.
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ChapterEight — Faith That Seeks

Pursuing God, Not Outcomes

Seeking is slower than asking.

It requires patience.
Attention.
Direction.

Jesus places seeking at the center of faithful living.

“Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness.”
— Matthew 6:33

Faith does not begin by seeking answers.
It begins by seeking God Himself.

Seeking Precedes Clarity

Scripture never promises clarity before pursuit.
It promises discovery through pursuit.

“You will seek Me and find Me, when you seek Me with all your heart.”
— Jeremiah 29:13

Faith does not wait for certainty before moving.
It moves toward God trusting that understanding will follow.

Faith Seeks Presence, Not Shortcuts

Many seek God for relief, resolution, or reassurance.

Scripture redirects that impulse.
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“You have said, ‘Seek My face.” My heart says to You, ‘Your face, Lord, do 1

seek.””
— Psalms 27:8

Seeking God’s face is not transactional.
It is relational.

Faith matures when it values presence more than outcomes.

Why Seeking Often Feels Uncomfortable

Seeking requires surrendering control.
It means:

* not knowing timelines

e ot controlling outcomes

e not demanding explanations

This discomfort is not a flaw.
It is formative.

“Whoever would draw near to God must believe that He exists and that He
rewards those who seek Him.”

— Hebrews 11:6

Faith seeks because God is worth finding—not because answers are
guaranteed quickly.

Seeking Shapes Desire

Over time, seeking changes what we want.

What begins as a search for relief becomes a longing for righteousness.
What begins as anxiety becomes attentiveness.
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Faith that seeks is quietly transformed by proximity to God.

A Necessary Correction

Faith that seeks God —not outcomes —
1s far less likely to walk away when circumstances disappoint.

Seeking is not passive.
It is directional trust.
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Chapter Nine — Faith That Knocks
Perseverance Without Bitterness

Knocking assumes delay.

It assumes waiting.
It assumes resistance.

Jesus tells a story specifically so His followers will not give up.

“They ought always to pray and not lose heart.”
— Luke 18:1

Faith that knocks expects God to respond —
but does not dictate when.

Delay Is Not Denial

Scripture repeatedly separates waiting from rejection.

“Let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we
do not give up.”
— Galatians 6:9

Delay tests motive.

Do we trust God only when answers are immediate?
Or do we trust Him because He is faithful?

Waiting Forms Faith

Waiting strips faith of illusion.
It exposes:

e entitlement
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* impatience

e conditional trust
But it also forms:

e endurance

e  humility

e resilience

“You have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God

you may receive what is promised.”
— Hebrews 10:36

Faith that knocks is shaped by time.

Persistence Reveals Trust

Persistence is not pressure.
It is loyalty.

“I waited patiently for the Lord; He inclined to me and heard my cry.”
— Psalms 40:1

Knocking says:
e “I have not given up.”
e “Istill believe You are good.”
e “Iam still here.”

That posture matters deeply.
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Faith Without Bitterness

Persistent faith can harden —or soften.
The difference is trust.

Faith that knocks without bitterness believes God owes nothing—but gives
much.

It waits without accusation.
It trusts without manipulation.

A Settled Confidence

Faith that asks confesses dependence.
Faith that seeks reorders desire.
Faith that knocks reveals endurance.

None of these control God.
All of them honor Him.

And God sees them all.
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Chapter Ten — Faith Under Pressure
Faith is easy to speak about when life is calm.
It is much harder to live when pressure arrives.

Scripture never suggests that faith will be sheltered from hardship.
Instead, it teaches that faith is revealed —and refined—by it.

“Though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by
various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith... may be found to

result in praise and glory and honor.”
— 1 Peter 1:6-7

Pressure does not create faith.
It exposes what is already there.

Why God Allows Pressure at All

This is the question believers ask quietly.
If God 1s good, why does He not protect faith from difficulty?
Scripture answers carefully —not emotionally.

Faith that is never tested remains unproven.
Faith that is never pressured remains untethered from reality.

James states it plainly:

“The testing of your faith produces steadfastness.”
— James 1:3

God values endurance because endurance reveals trust over time.

Pressure Clarifies What We Trust

Under pressure, faith stops being theoretical.
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When security falters...
When prayers seem unanswered...
When obedience costs more than expected...

Faith must decide:

e  Will I still trust God’s character?

e  Or was my faith dependent on outcomes?
This is why pressure often feels unsettling.

It removes illusions.

Biblical Faith Is Not Fragile

Scripture does not describe faith as something easily destroyed.
It describes faith as something refined.

“When He has tried me, I shall come out as gold.”

— Job 23:10

Gold is not harmed by fire.
It is purified by it.

Faith, likewise, is strengthened through testing—not eliminated by it.

Pressure and Patience

Pressure often exposes impatience.

We want relief more than refinement.
Answers more than endurance.

Yet Scripture connects faith and patience repeatedly.

“Suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character.”
— Romans 5:3—4
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Faith under pressure learns to wait without accusing God.

That waiting reshapes trust.

What Pressure Cannot Do

Pressure cannot undo what God has truly given.

Faith that is real may struggle.
It may falter.
It may cry out.

But it does not disappear simply because life is hard.

God guards what He gives.

A Necessary Reframe

Pressure is not evidence of God’s absence.
It is often evidence of His work.
Faith that survives pressure is not accidental —it is formed.

And God is patient in the process.
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Chapter Eleven — Weak Faith and Honest Faith

Scripture is remarkably honest about faith.

It does not pretend believers are always confident.
It does not hide doubt behind spiritual language.

Instead, it records moments of weakness openly.
One such moment stands out.

“I believe; help my unbelief!”
— Mark 9:24

This is not a failure of faith.
It is a confession of honest faith.

Weak Faith Is Still Faith

The man who spoke these words came to Jesus expecting help.
That expectation mattered.

His faith was not complete.
But it was directed.

Scripture never equates weak faith with false faith.
Weak faith still:

» seeks Christ

e admits need

e depends on mercy

And Jesus responds.
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God Does Not Reject Honesty

Many believers fear admitting doubt.
They assume honesty disqualifies them.
Scripture teaches the opposite.

“A bruised reed He will not break.”
— Isaiah 42:3

God does not demand polished faith.
He invites real faith.

Faith grows stronger when it stops pretending.

When Faith Feels Thin

There are seasons when faith feels weak.

Prayer feels strained.
Scripture feels distant.
Certainty feels unavailable.

Scripture prepares us for this.

“Why are you cast down, O my soul? Hope in God.”
— Psalms 42:5

Faith does not eliminate struggle.
It gives struggle a direction.

Christ’s Sympathy Matters

Faith is sustained not by strength—but by Christ’s mercy.
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“We do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our

weaknesses.”
— Hebrews 4:15

Jesus is not surprised by weakness.

He meets it.

Honest Faith Is Safer Than Performed Faith

Faith that performs for others becomes brittle.
Faith that 1s honest before God becomes resilient.

God can work with confession.
He resists pretense.

A Quiet Assurance

Weak faith does not scare God away.

Silence does not equal abandonment.
Questions do not equal rejection.

Faith that clings—even weakly —is still faith.

And God honors it.
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Chapter Twelve — Faith and Works — What Faith
Produces

Faith is invisible —until it isn’t.

Scripture never separates faith from action.
But it is careful about the order.

“So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.”
— James 2:17

James is not contradicting grace.
He is clarifying evidence.

Works Are Not the Source of Faith

Scripture is explicit:

»

“We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works.
— Ephesians 2:10

Works follow faith.
They do not create it.

Fruit does not make the tree alive.
It reveals that it 1s.

Why Scripture Insists on Fruit

Faith that produces nothing eventually becomes suspect.

Not because God demands performance —
but because life naturally bears evidence.

Jesus says it plainly:



66 of 80

»

“You will recognize them by their fruits.
— Matthew 7:16

Faith reshapes priorities.
It redirects behavior.
It produces obedience over time.

Obedience Is Not Perfection

Works are not flawless behavior.
They are directional obedience.
Faith works itself out in:

* repentance

e  generosity

e  humility

e endurance

e love

Not instantly —but inevitably.

The Danger of a Silent Faith

A faith that never touches life is not maturing.
Scripture warns gently —but firmly.
Faith that remains theoretical is vulnerable.

Living faith moves.
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A Settled Balance

We are not saved by works.
We are not saved without them.

Faith alone saves.
But faith never remains alone.
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Chapter Thirteen — When Faith Feels Absent

There are seasons when faith feels distant.

Not rejected.
Not denied.
Simply... quiet.

Prayer becomes effort.
Scripture feels flat.
Worship no longer stirs the heart.

This experience alarms many believers—but Scripture prepares us for it.

“Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines... yet I will

rejoice in the Lord; I will take joy in the God of my salvation.”
— Habakkuk 3:17-19

Habakkuk does not deny reality.
He names loss honestly.

And then he chooses trust.

Faith Is Not a Feeling

One of the most damaging assumptions in modern Christianity is that faith
must always feel present.

Scripture never makes that claim.

Faith is not sustained by emotion.
It is sustained by truth.

“Why are you cast down, O my soul... Hope in God.”
— Psalms 42

The psalmist speaks to his soul —not because he feels hopeful, but because he
remembers what is true.
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Faith continues even when emotion recedes.

Walking in the Dark Without Panic

Isaiah speaks directly to those walking without light:

“Let him who walks in darkness and has no light trust in the name of the
Lord and rely on his God.”
— Isaiah 50:10

This is not a call to pretend.
It is a call to lean.

Darkness does not mean abandonment.
Silence does not mean absence.

Faith remains —even when it feels thin.

Why God Allows Dry Seasons

Scripture does not explain every reason—but it shows patterns.
Dryness often:

* removes dependence on emotion

e exposes where trust truly rests

e matures faith from sensation to conviction

Faith that survives without reinforcement becomes resilient.

Walking by Faith, Not by Sight

Paul states the principle plainly:
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“For we walk by faith, not by sight.”
— 2 Corinthians 5:7

Sight includes emotion.
Sight includes circumstance.

Faith goes deeper.

It trusts God’s character when evidence feels muted.

God Remains Faithful

Even when faith feels absent, God is not.
Scripture anchors us here:

God does not change with our emotions.
God does not withdraw because we struggle.

Faith may feel absent—but God remains faithful.

And that truth is enough to keep walking.
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Chapter Fourteen — Faith That Endures
Faith is not measured by moments.
It is measured by continuance.

Endurance does not impress the world.
It rarely looks heroic.

But Scripture treats endurance as victory.

“Let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus.”
— Hebrews 12:1-2

The race 1s not short.
And it is not optional.

Endurance Is Faith Over Time

Many begin the race.
Few finish without difficulty.
Paul, nearing the end of his life, writes:

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.”
— 2 Timothy 4:7

Notice what remains constant.

Not success.
Not comfort.
Faith.

Endurance keeps faith intact when circumstances fluctuate.
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Why Endurance Matters So Much

Scripture repeatedly connects faith with perseverance.

“Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life.”
— Revelation 2:10

Endurance is not glamorous—but it is rewarded.

Faith that endures testifies that God is worthy beyond outcomes.

Faith Looks Forward

Enduring faith lifts its eyes.

“Trust in the Lord, and do good... and wait patiently for Him.”
— Psalms 37:3-7

Faith that endures is anchored in future certainty, not present ease.

It trusts what God has promised —
even when fulfillment feels distant.

Christ as the Model

Jesus did not escape suffering.
He endured it.
Scripture tells us why:

“For the joy that was set before Him He endured the cross.”
— Hebrews 12:2

Faith that endures follows Christ not only in belief —but in pattern.
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Endurance Is Not Passive

Endurance is active faith over time.

It keeps trusting.
Keeps obeying.
Keeps hoping.

Even quietly.
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Chapter Fifteen — A Life Shaped by Faith

Faith was never meant to be occasional.
It was never meant to be compartmentalized.
Scripture presents faith as a way of life.

“I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who
lives in me.”

— Galatians 2:20

Faith reshapes identity.

Faith as Worldview

Faith does not merely inform beliefs—it governs perspective.

“As you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him.”
— Colossians 2:6-7

Faith shapes:
e decisions
e  priorities
* responses
e values

It becomes the lens through which life is interpreted.

Trust That Directs Life

Scripture consistently links faith with direction:
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“Trust in the Lord with all your heart... and He will make straight your
paths.”
— Proverbs 3:5-6

Faith governs not just what we believe —but how we choose.

Faith and Conscience

Paul makes a striking statement:

“Whatever does not proceed from faith is sin.”
— Romans 14:23

Faith shapes conscience.
Actions disconnected from trust drift toward self-rule.

A life shaped by faith submits daily decisions to God’s authority.

Faith and Eternity

Faith prepares us for more than this life.
It orients us toward eternity.

Not escapism.
Not neglect of the present.

But faithful living with future hope.

A Settled Life

A life shaped by faith is not frantic.

It is grounded.
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It trusts God with outcomes.
It obeys without constant reassurance.
It endures without bitterness.

Faith becomes not something we have —
but something we live.

A Final Stillness

Faith begins as a gift.

It grows through hearing.

It is tested by pressure.

It endures through time.

And it shapes a life fully given to God.

That 1s not shallow faith.

That is biblical faith.

And it is enough.
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A Prayer for Faith

Father in heaven,

You are the Giver of every good and perfect gift,
and faith itself comes from Your hand.

We confess that our faith is often small,

sometimes quiet,

and at times weighed down by fear, doubt, or weariness.
Yet we come to You because You have told us to come.

Your Word reminds us that without faith it is impossible to please You
(Hebrews 11:6),

and yet You also tell us that You are gentle with the weak

and patient with those who struggle.

So we pray as the man once prayed before Your Son:
“Lord, I believe; help my unbelief.”
(Mark 9:24)

Give us faith that trusts You when answers are slow.
Give us faith that obeys You when outcomes are unclear.
Give us faith that rests in Your character

even when our emotions falter.

Teach us to walk by faith and not by sight

(2 Corinthians 5:7),

to trust You with our present,

and to hope in You for what we cannot yet see.

Strengthen faith where it is fragile.
Deepen faith where it has grown shallow.
Refine faith where it is being tested.

And where faith feels absent,
remind us that You remain faithful —always.
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Fix our eyes on Jesus,

the Author and Perfecter of our faith

(Hebrews 12:2),

that we may endure, trust, and live lives shaped by confidence in You.

We place our faith—not in ourselves,
not in our understanding,

not in our consistency —

but in You alone.

We ask this with humble trust,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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