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Prologue: Why This Book Matters

y

“Having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power.’
—2 Timothy 3:5

There is a kind of Christianity that sounds holy,
feels patriotic,

shows up at church,

quotes a verse or two—

and stops there.

It’s wide.
Culturally accepted.
Socially safe.

But spiritually thin.

It may know God exists.

It may even believe Jesus rose from the dead.
But it hasn’t bent the knee.

It hasn’t died to self.

It hasn’t followed.

We call this cultural Christianity.
The kind that is a mile wide and an inch deep.

What Does That Phrase Really Mean?

It means we’ve built
a familiar, casual, polite version of faith—

e  Church attendance without personal repentance
e Cross necklaces without carrying the cross
e  Bumper stickers without broken hearts

e Praise songs without obedience
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e Belief in God without fear of God

We’ve painted Christian words over a worldly frame.
We’ve made Jesus a mascot—
not a Master.

Why Write a Book Like This?

Because Jesus never said, “Believe in Me.”
He said, “Follow Me.”

And because millions today believe they are saved
simply because they walked an aisle,

prayed a prayer,

or agree that God is real.

But Jesus warned that many will say ‘““Lord, Lord”
and still be turned away.

This book is written to:
* Expose the shallowness that deceives so many
* Encourage those who want more than cultural Christianity

e C(Call believers back to a living, fruitful, obedient faith

It’s Not Too Late

You may be someone who grew up in church.

Or someone who feels like you’ve wandered far.

Or someone who never knew the difference between believing in God
and being born again.

This book isn’t written to condemn you.
It’s written to awaken you.
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To invite you deeper.
To help you move from surface faith to solid ground.

“Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves.”
—2 Corinthians 13:5

How to Read This Book

Each chapter explores a different aspect of cultural Christianity —
from fruitless lives, to shallow doctrine, to missed opportunities.
You’ll also find biblical examples, convicting truths,

and a Reflect and Respond section at the end of every chapter

for personal or group growth.

If you’re hungry for more,

if you know something’s missing,

if you sense that your faith has been more cultural than Christlike —
then keep reading.

The shallow end is crowded.
But the deep end is where the Spirit moves.
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Chapter 1: A Form of Godliness

“Having a form of godliness, but denying its power. Have nothing to do with
such people.”
—2 Timothy 3:5

There is a kind of Christianity that looks and sounds right—
but is hollow on the inside.

It sings the songs, attends the services, quotes a few verses, and thanks God
on social media.

But when pressed, when stretched, when asked to surrender...

1t resists.

This is what Paul warned Timothy about: people who carry the form of
godliness,
but deny its power.

The power to change.
The power to obey.
The power to live differently.

The Outer Shell

The danger of cultural Christianity is not its blatant rejection of God—
it’s that it includes God just enough to feel safe.

e  Church is a routine.
e Scripture is an ornament.
* God is a helper—not a King.

It’s possible to live a life that looks moral, sounds spiritual, and feels
Christian —
while never actually knowing Christ.
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Jesus Saw This Too

Jesus spoke often to religious people who had everything but faith.

“These people honor me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me.”
—Matthew 15:8

To them, religion was performance.
But Jesus demanded surrender.

He praised the tax collector, not the religious man.
He healed the humble, not the proud.
He received the outcast, not the self-righteous.

He saw through the mask.
And He still does.

Why We Settle for the Shell

For many, cultural Christianity is all they’ve ever known.
They believe in God.

They try to be good.

They respect the Bible.

But they’ve never met the real Jesus.

Not the one who challenges them.
Not the one who commands them.
Not the one who promises a cross before a crown.

And so they remain stuck in a religion that makes them feel safe —
but doesn’t save them.
Denying the Power

The power of God is not just to forgive sin—
it’s to free us from it.
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To deny that power is to say:

“God, I'll take your grace, but I won’t change.”
“I want heaven, but I’ll live how I want.”

This is the very essence of dead faith—a hollow shell with no heartbeat.

Are We Talking About Salvation?

Yes, and no.

Some people caught in cultural Christianity may truly be saved but spiritually
asleep.
But others may never have truly known Christ at all.

Jesus said many would say, “Lord, Lord”
—and He will say, “I never knew you.” (Matthew 7:23)

The goal here is not fear.
It’s clarity.

Not panic —but repentance.

A Real Faith Is a Living Faith

It wrestles.

It grows.

It bears fruit.

It humbles itself.

It repents again and again.

It seeks to follow —not just to believe.

And it knows Jesus—not just about Him.
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Reflect and Respond

e  What signs of “a form of godliness” have I seen in myself?

e Do Iever resist the power of God to change me?

e In what ways have I settled for appearances over transformation?
 How might I invite Jesus to be more than a figurehead —to be Lord?

Take a moment to pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal what’s true about
your faith.
Then write it down, and begin your response —today.
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Chapter 2: Faith Without Works

“What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have
works? Can that faith save him?”
—James 2:14

There 1s a kind of faith that does not save.

It sounds strange to say that.
But it’s exactly what Scripture teaches.

James isn't talking about atheists.
He's talking about people who claim faith—but live unchanged.

They say they believe.

But their lives don’t show it.

They speak of Jesus, but don't follow Him.
They have beliefs, but not fruit.

The Dead Faith of Cultural Christians

This is the beating heart of cultural Christianity:
A profession of belief, with no visible transformation.

It’s possible to:
* Know the gospel without surrendering to it.
*  Admire Jesus without obeying Him.
e Claim heaven while living for earth.

James calls this kind of faith dead.
Not weak. Not struggling.
Dead.
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Not a Contradiction — A Clarification

At first glance, James seems to contradict Paul.

Paul says:

“We are saved by grace through faith, not by works...” — Ephesians 2:8-9

James says:

“Faith without works is dead.”

But they are not arguing. They are describing two parts of the same reality.
e Paul is fighting legalism — people who think they can earn salvation.

e James is fighting licentiousness —people who think they can claim
salvation and live as they please.

One focuses on how we are saved.
The other focuses on what true salvation produces.

We are saved by faith alone—
but saving faith is never alone.

A Faith That Works Is a Faith That Walks

True faith always leads to action:
e  Abraham offered Isaac.
e Rahab sheltered the spies.
e The disciples left their nets.
e The early Church sold possessions.

e Jesus took up a cross—and told us to do the same.
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Faith is not a feeling.
It is not intellectual agreement.
It is trust in motion.

The Danger of Saying “I Believe” Without Following

Jesus says:
“Why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,” and not do what I say?” — Luke 6:46

Many will say the right words,
but their lives will tell a different story.

This is not about works earning salvation.
It’s about works revealing salvation.

If we claim to know Him,
our lives will bear the evidence —however slowly, however imperfectly.

Fruit Grows Where Faith Is Alive

Even new believers bear fruit.
Even struggling Christians produce something:

* Repentance

e  Hunger for the Word
e Love for others

e Desire to obey

e Asoftening heart

It may be small at first—like a seedling—
but where faith is real, life emerges.
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What About Doubt? What About Struggle?

This chapter isn’t about perfection.
It’s about direction.

If your heart is turned toward Christ—

if you stumble but keep reaching for Him —
if you sin but grieve it and repent—

then your faith is alive.

The ones in danger are those who are content to believe without following.
Who hear the call of Christ but never leave the boat.

Reflect and Respond

What does my life say about the kind of faith I have?

e Are there areas where I’ve claimed belief but resisted obedience?

Do I expect God to accept belief without action?

*  What small acts of obedience is the Spirit prompting in me right now?

Real faith moves.

Real faith works.

Not to earn—but because it’s alive.

Ask the Lord to show you where yours needs to grow today.
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Chapter 3: Fruitless or Just Faint?

“Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

Thus you will recognize them by their fruits.”
—Matthew 7:19-20

Fruit is how we know something is alive.

You can water a plant, place it in sunlight, and talk to it every day —
but eventually, you’ll ask one question:
“Is it producing anything?”’

Jesus said we would know His followers by their fruit.
Not by their claims, their good intentions, or their religious activity —
but by the evidence of real, spiritual life.

But what happens when that fruit is faint?
Or small?
Or nearly invisible?

No Fruit vs. Slow Fruit

Let’s be honest:
Not all Christians grow at the same pace.

Some sprout quickly.

Some bloom after a long season of winter.
Some bear fruit in abundance.

Others struggle to show even a leaf.

So we must be careful not to confuse slow growth with no growth.

Jesus never condemned weak faith.
But He had strong words for fruitless faith—a life with no evidence of
connection to Him.
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The Barren Tree

“Seeing a fig tree by the road, He went up to it but found nothing on it except
leaves...and He said, ‘May you never bear fruit again.’”
—Matthew 21:19

Why such a strong reaction?

Because the tree had leaves —the appearance of life—
but no fruit to show for it.

It looked healthy from a distance.
But it was hollow.

That’s a picture of cultural Christianity:
Leaves without fruit.

Activity without transformation.
Words without surrender.

Weak Branches Still Connected

In John 15, Jesus describes Himself as the vine and we as the branches.

“Whoever abides in Me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit.” —John
15:5

The closer we remain to Jesus, the more fruit we bear.
That’s a promise.

But He also says:
“Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away...” (v2)
That’s a warning.

There’s such a thing as being around Jesus, even among His people,
and yet not truly abiding in Him.
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The branch with no fruit is eventually cut off.
But even the branch that does bear fruit is pruned —
stretched, refined, sometimes even wounded —so it can bear more.

When Fruit Is Hard to See

Sometimes fruit is small.
e A softening heart
e  Adesire to read the Word
e A struggle against sin
e A brokenness over failure
* A hidden act of obedience no one sees

This is real fruit.
Not always impressive. Not always obvious.
But proof that God is working.

But Be Honest...

Some who call themselves Christians aren’t bearing any fruit at all.
They’ve stopped growing.

They’ve never truly started.

Or they’ve mistaken activity for abiding.

This isn’t about guilt.
It’s about reality.

A living tree will bear fruit.
A dead tree can’t.

And a person who truly knows Christ cannot stay unchanged.
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Reflect and Respond

e Am I producing fruit—or just leaves?

Do see signs of growth, even if small or slow?

e Have I mistaken religious busyness for spiritual maturity?

e Is there something God wants to prune in me so I can grow more?

Ask God to show you honestly whether your faith is alive—and what kind of
fruit He desires from you next.
Write it down. Then begin —today — with one small act of obedience.
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Chapter 4: Still on Milk

“Though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach
you again the basic principles of the oracles of God. You need milk, not solid

food.”
—Hebrews 5:12

There’s nothing wrong with milk—
for a newborn.

But imagine a grown man bottle-fed.
A mature adult, unable to handle anything solid.
Still needing to be spoon-fed the basics.

It would be strange, even sad.

That’s how Scripture describes some believers —those who’ve professed
Christ, attended church for years, but still can’t handle anything deeper than
the spiritual equivalent of baby formula.

They should be leading others by now.
But they still need to be fed themselves.

Why Do Some Stay Stuck?

The writer of Hebrews says these believers had “become dull of hearing.”
Not ignorant. Just unwilling to grow.

Spiritual immaturity is not always due to a lack of opportunity.
Often, it’s a result of spiritual laziness.

e Areluctance to go deeper
e A fear of conviction
e A preference for comfort

* Alove for what is easy
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Growth requires effort.
And many choose the milk because it’s easier to swallow.

Cultural Christianity Loves Milk

Cultural Christians love simple messages that don’t challenge them.
They like sermons about blessing, not repentance.
They want verses that encourage, not ones that confront.

But babies can’t lead.

They can’t defend truth.

They can’t discern false teaching.

They’re easily swayed, easily misled, and often easily offended.

Paul said:

“Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the
flesh, as infants in Christ.” —1 Corinthians 3:1

They were saved —but stunted.
Still shallow. Still selfish. Still unprepared for solid food.

What Is Solid Food?

Solid food is the Word of God applied.

Not just memorized, but digested.
Not just heard, but obeyed.

It’s wrestling with Scripture that doesn’t sit easy.
It’s letting God confront your idols.
It’s walking in obedience when it’s inconvenient.

Solid food is:
e Sacrificial love

* Forgiveness that costs
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e  Humility that hurts
* Holiness that changes your habits

It’s living like Jesus when no one else is.
And still doing it when it’s hard.

Maturity Isn’t Just for Pastors

Hebrews 5 says by now, “you ought to be teachers.”
That doesn’t mean everyone should stand in a pulpit—
but it does mean every believer should be further along.

If you've been in church for years and still don’t know how to share your
faith,

still stumble over basic doctrine,

still avoid Scripture unless it’s on a screen—

something is off.

God never intended you to stay an infant.

Growth Is the Expectation

Yes, God is patient.
Yes, growth takes time.
But staying stuck is not an option.

A baby who doesn’t grow causes concern.
So should a Christian who never matures.

This isn’t about performance.
It’s about purpose.

God wants more for you than spiritual infancy.
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Reflect and Respond

e Am I still relying on others to feed me spiritually?

e Have I avoided the “solid food” of Scripture or obedience?
*  What does maturity look like in this season of my faith?

*  What step can I take to move from milk to meat?

Ask God to grow you up—not just out of guilt, but out of desire.
You were made for more than bottle-fed belief.
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Chapter 5: When We Don’t Obey

“Why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,” and not do what I tell you?”
—Luke 6:46

Disobedience doesn’t always look like defiance.

Sometimes it looks like hesitation.
Excuses.

Fear.

A quiet “maybe later.”

Many Christians don’t disobey because they hate God —
they disobey because they don’t trust Him fully.

They think they’re too broken, too weak, too unqualified.
Or they simply think obedience will cost too much.

But delayed obedience is still disobedience.
And disobedience —no matter how politely packaged —grieves God.

Moses Tried This

When God called Moses, he didn’t rebel.
He stalled.

“Who am 1?”

“What if they don’t believe me?”
“I’m not a good speaker.”
“Please send someone else.”

God had already promised His presence, His power, and His words—
but Moses couldn’t get past his own fear.

“Then the Lord’s anger burned against Moses.” —Exodus 4:14

God wasn’t angry because Moses was weak.
He was angry because Moses wouldn’t trust Him.
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The Spirit Speaks —Do We Listen?

The Holy Spirit prompts us to move:
e Speak to that person
* Forgive that hurt
e Let go of that sin
e Give that gift
e Say yes to that call
But we often push Him aside with a gentle, “Not now.”

Over time, those small “no’s”” become habits.
Our ears dull. Our courage shrinks. Our sensitivity fades.

And we become hearers of the Word —
but not doers.

Missing What God Intended

Disobedience doesn’t always destroy us—
but it often detours us.

We miss blessings.
We miss growth.
We miss the chance to be used in someone else’s miracle.

God’s will is not always delayed because of resistance from the world.
Sometimes it’s delayed because of reluctance from His own children.
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He Still Uses Us—But at What Cost?

Jonah disobeyed and still ended up preaching to Nineveh.
But first, he had to endure a storm, a shipwreck, and a fish’s belly.

He could have walked there.
Instead, he was thrown overboard.

God’s mercy is remarkable —
but so is the price of avoiding obedience.

We Don’t Have to Feel Adequate— Just Willing

Many believers confuse confidence in self with readiness to obey.

But God doesn’t ask for ability.
He asks for trust.

He gives the strength.
He provides the words.
He opens the doors.

All He asks is that we walk through them.

The Call Still Stands

Maybe you’ve said “no” before.
Maybe you ignored the nudge.
Maybe fear won the day.

The call is still there.
And the Lord still says,

“Follow Me.”
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Reflect and Respond

*  What is the Holy Spirit prompting me to do that I’ve delayed?

e Have I mistaken fear or insecurity for a valid excuse to disobey?
e What have I missed by saying “not now” to God’s voice?

e  What would trust look like in action today?

Obedience isn’t about being strong—it’s about saying yes.
Ask God to help you respond the next time He speaks.
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Chapter 6: Blessings Left on the Table

“If you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the good of the land.”
—Isaiah 1:19

God desires to bless His children.
Not always with wealth or comfort—
but with purpose, peace, fruitfulness, and deep joy.

But those blessings are often connected to obedience.

When we say “no” to His leading— whether out of fear, laziness, or
stubbornness —
we don’t just miss the task.

We miss the reward.

What’s Left Behind

There’s a kind of quiet loss that many believers never recognize:
e The relationship they could have had
e The growth they could have experienced
e The people they could have impacted
e The joy they could have known

God still loves them.
They’re still His.
But there are blessings they will never taste —because they never obeyed.

Think of the Rich Young Ruler

“Jesus looked at him and loved him.”
—Mark 10:21
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This young man was moral. Curious. Sincere.
But when Jesus said, “Sell everything and follow Me,”
he walked away sad.

He chose security over surrender.
Comfort over calling.
And he missed the treasure on the other side of the invitation.

Jesus didn’t chase him down.
The door closed quietly behind him.

Israel at the Edge of the Promise

When God brought His people to the border of the Promised Land,
He told them to go in.

But they saw giants and froze.
They doubted God’s power. They trusted their fear.

“We are not able...” —Numbers 13:31

So God let them wander.
For forty years.

The blessing was real.
The land was ready.
But their disobedience forfeited what could have been theirs.

What Could You Be Missing?

It’s not just about tasks undone.
It’s about:

e Prayers unanswered because they were never prayed

e Gifts unwrapped because they were never offered
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e Joy unfelt because obedience never took root

We sometimes imagine that saying “no” to God keeps things neutral.
It doesn’t.

It often closes doors—quietly, painfully, sometimes permanently.

God Still Redeems—but He Doesn’t Always Restore the Missed
Moment

Jonah made it to Nineveh.
Peter was restored after denial.
Moses still led Israel —though he never entered the land.

God is merciful.
But mercy doesn’t always rewind the clock.

Some moments, once passed, do not return.

Obedience Is the Gateway to Abundance

This isn’t prosperity gospel.
This is biblical truth.

Obedience opens doors—of closeness with God, of effectiveness in ministry,
of peace in the storm.

Disobedience, even quiet or fearful disobedience, shuts them.

Don’t let fear or comfort steal what God intended to give you.
Don’t leave blessings on the table.

Reflect and Respond

*  What blessings might I have missed by saying “no” to God?
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e [s there something He’s been asking me to do that I’ve delayed or
ignored?

e Do I believe His plans are truly better than mine?
*  What obedience today might unlock fruit and joy tomorrow?

Ask the Lord to help you walk in full obedience —
not just to avoid loss, but to receive what He longs to give.
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Chapter 7: Trained by Trouble

“For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later
it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by
it.”

—Hebrews 12:11

We don’t like pain.
We resist discomfort.
We pray for peace and ask God to remove every trial.

But trials are not punishments —they are training.
They are tools in the hand of a loving Father
who cares more about our holiness than our ease.

Cultural Christianity recoils at this.

It expects God to make life easier, smoother, more successful.
But Scripture says something different:

God often allows trouble to produce fruit.

God Disciplines Those He Loves

“The Lord disciplines the one He loves...” —Hebrews 12:6

Discipline is not rejection.
It is evidence of belonging.

If God i1s allowing you to struggle,
it is not because He has abandoned you—
but because He is forming something in you.

The world says: “If it hurts, it’s wrong.”
God says: “If it hurts, it might be right.”
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Trials Reveal What Comfort Conceals

Comfort can hide:

e Weak faith

e Shallow roots

e Hidden idols

e Self-dependence
But trouble has a way of exposing what’s really inside us.
That’s why James could write:

“Count it all joy... when you meet trials of various kinds.”
“For you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness.” —
James 1:2-3

He doesn’t say we enjoy suffering.
He says we rejoice in what suffering produces.

Examples of God’s Training Ground

* Joseph was shaped in slavery and prison before ruling Egypt.

e David was chased through caves before sitting on a throne.

e Paul suffered beatings, shipwrecks, and rejection to refine his calling.
* Even Jesus was “made perfect through suffering” (Hebrews 2:10).

None of them were developed in comfort.
All were trained through trouble.

Why should we expect less?
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Weak Christians Need Trials Too

Sometimes we think God only trains the strong.
But He often uses trials to make the weak strong.

He’s not waiting for us to be ready.
He’s preparing us as we go.

And if we avoid every trial —if we beg God to always remove the pain—
we may miss the very thing He’s using to make us mature.

Later It Yields Fruit

That’s what Hebrews says: “Later...”

Not now.
Not immediately.
But later, trials produce “the peaceful fruit of righteousness.”

In the moment, it feels like loss.
But in time, it becomes blessing.

God is not wasting your pain.
He’s using it to grow you.

Reflect and Respond

 How have I responded to trials in my life —resistance or surrender?

* Have I misunderstood God’s love because He allowed pain?

* What is He possibly trying to form in me through hardship right now?
e Can I trust that my present trouble has eternal purpose?

Don’t just pray for relief—pray for fruit.
Ask God to train you through whatever you face.



36 of 91



37 of 91

Chapter 8: The Foolish Virgins

“And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who

were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut.”
—Matthew 25:10

Some stories in Scripture are meant to comfort.
Others are meant to warn.

The parable of the ten virgins is a warning.

Not to the world, but to those who think they’re ready.

To those who carry lamps —symbols of faith and appearance —
but have no oil to keep them burning.

It is one of the most sobering parables Jesus ever told.

Ten Virgins. One Difference.

All ten were waiting for the bridegroom.
All had lamps.

All expected to be included.

But only five were truly ready.

What was missing?
Oil.

Not status.

Not invitation.

Not appearance.

They lacked the very thing that made their light possible.

The Oil of Preparedness

Many scholars believe the oil represents the Holy Spirit.
Or faith made active by preparation and obedience.
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Either way, the message is clear:
Not everyone who looks ready truly is.

There are people who attend church, talk about Jesus, and live “moral” lives

but lack the inward reality of salvation.
They’ve assumed that proximity equals belonging.
But Jesus says, “I never knew you.” (Matthew 7:23)

The Door Was Shut

That may be the most chilling line in the whole parable:
“And the door was shut.”

No amount of knocking could open it again.
The time for preparation had passed.

They weren’t thrown out—they simply weren’t allowed in.
They were too late.

And their regret was permanent.

Is This About Salvation?

There are two interpretations of this passage:

e Some believe the foolish virgins represent unbelievers who looked
religious but were never truly saved.

e  Others think they represent believers who weren’t watchful, who
missed rewards or opportunity.

Either way, the lesson is the same:
Be ready. Always.
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Don’t assume that believing in Jesus is the same as being filled with His
Spirit.
Don’t wait to get serious about your faith.

Jesus Is Warning the Church

This parable isn’t for the atheist or the pagan.
It’s for the professing believer.

The one who looks the part...

but may be missing the life inside.

It’s not meant to cause fear,
but to prompt self-examination.

Am [ truly His?
Am I living ready?
Is my lamp lit with the oil of real faith?

There’s Still Time —But Not Forever

Right now, the door is open.
But it won’t stay that way.

Jesus doesn’t say when He’s coming.
Only that we must be ready.

“Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” —Matthew
25:13

Reflect and Respond

e Is my lamp filled with the oil of a real relationship with Christ?
e Am I living watchfully —or passively?

*  Would I be ready if Jesus returned today?
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*  What needs to change so I don’t find myself on the wrong side of the
door?

Ask God to fill you with His Spirit—
to light your lamp with faith that lasts.
The door is still open. Don’t wait.
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Chapter 9: The Door May Close

“Strive to enter through the narrow door. For many, I tell you, will seek to

enter and will not be able.”
—Luke 13:24

We often picture Jesus with open arms, welcoming all who come.
And that picture is true —now.

But not forever.

There comes a time, Jesus says, when the door closes.
Not just on the wicked,
but on those who waited too long.

Many will knock.
Many will plead.
But the answer will be the same:

“I do not know where you come from.”

The Narrow Door

Jesus didn’t say there are many doors.
He said there is one—and it is narrow.

It’s not narrow because God 1s cruel.
It’s narrow because He is holy.

And it’s open now because He is merciful.
But mercy has a timetable.

We don’t get to choose when we come.
We only get to choose whether we do—while the door is still open.
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This Isn’t Just About Unbelievers

Some doors close in this life—not just in eternity.
e The call to share the gospel with someone
e The opportunity to serve or go
e The blessing that could have been ours
e The moment that passed while we hesitated

Disobedience doesn’t always lead to condemnation—
but it often leads to closed doors.

We assume we’ll always have another chance.
But Jesus says some will knock too late.

Noah’s Door

When Noah entered the ark,
God Himself shut the door.

There were surely those outside who changed their minds —
but it was too late.

Not because God didn’t care,
but because they waited until it was no longer mercy —but judgment.

God gave time.
He sent warnings.
But they didn’t listen.

Until the rain came.
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The Danger of Delay

The most common lie the enemy whispers to believers is not “God isn’t real.”
It’s “You have time.”

Time to repent.
Time to obey.
Time to get serious about your faith.

But Scripture says:
“Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts.” —Hebrews 3:15

Not tomorrow.
Today.

God’s Patience Is Not Permission

He is long-suffering.
He is merciful.
But He is not passive.

There is a line— often invisible to us—when the moment is over.

We don’t know where it is.
Which is why Jesus urges us: “Be ready.”

Let This Be Your Wake-Up Call

If you’ve been drifting—
if you’ve been hesitating—
if you’ve been ignoring the Spirit’s voice —

Don’t wait another day.

The door is open now.
But it may not be much longer.
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Reflect and Respond

e  What opportunities have I delayed in the hope of “more time”?
e Is there a decision I’ve been avoiding that I need to make today?

e Am I living like the door is open forever—or like it could close at any
moment?

e  What’s one area where I need to move from hesitation to obedience?

Thank God for His patience.
Then act while the door is still open.
Grace waits for a while. But not forever.
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Chapter 10: The Garden Was the Goal

“The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it

and keep it.”
—GQGenesis 2:15

In case you haven’t read the earlier books in this series,
you may not yet see the whole picture.

To understand why cultural Christianity falls short,
we must first understand what it falls short of.

This is not just about a religion.
Not about heaven as an escape.
Not even about forgiveness alone.

It’s about a restored relationship
and a restored purpose —
going all the way back to the Garden of Eden.

Placed in a Family, Not Just a World

In the beginning, God created man in His own image.

He didn’t place him in a temple.
He placed him in a garden—a living temple —
and walked with him as a Father.

Man was not made to wander.

He was not made for religion.

He was made to walk with God,

and to reflect God’s justice, beauty, and order in the world.

From the beginning, man was meant to be a partner, not a pawn.
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Work Was Not a Curse

God gave Adam responsibility —
not as punishment, but as a purpose.

“Fill the earth and subdue it...” (Genesis 1:28)

Mankind was meant to tend, shape, and steward the earth.
The family business was in full motion:
ruling under God’s authority with perfect harmony.

There was no striving.
No competition.
No insecurity.

Only unity —man and woman, earth and heaven, creation and Creator.

Pride Undid It All

Then came the lie.
“You can be like God.”
“You don’t need to obey.”

In that moment, something shattered.

Not just rules—
but the relationship.

Not just paradise —
but the partnership.

Sin wasn’t just breaking a law —
it was breaking the trust between Father and child.

And man was cast out of the garden.
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But God Did Not Abandon the Plan

God’s response wasn’t a panic.
He didn’t switch to Plan B.
The cross wasn’t a backup.

From the very beginning,
God had a way to restore what was lost.

The Lamb was “slain before the foundation of the world.” —Revelation 13:8
The story of Scripture is this:

e A garden lost

* A people chosen

* A Savior sent

* A garden restored

The Bible begins with a garden—and ends with one.

So What Went Wrong?

Cultural Christianity says,
“I believe in God, I go to church, I try to be good.”

But the true story of God’s people
begins with union, purpose, and stewardship.

And it doesn’t end until we return
to that garden life in the New Jerusalem.

Anything less is not just inadequate —
it misses the entire point.
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Reflect and Respond

e Have I thought of salvation mainly as forgiveness—or as restoration?
e Do Isee God as inviting me back into a garden of purpose?
* Have I been trying to escape the world, or work with God 1n it?

You weren’t just saved from something.
You were created for something.

The Garden was not a metaphor.

It was the mission.
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Chapter 11: The Plan Was Always Jesus

“He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made

manifest in the last times for your sake.”
— 1 Peter 1:20

When Adam and Eve fell,
it didn’t surprise God.

He didn’t fumble for a patch job.
He didn’t invent a religion to keep them busy.

God already had a plan.
Not a plan B—
but the original blueprint.

The centerpiece of that plan?
Jesus.

The Lamb Was Always Coming

The cross was not a last-minute fix.
It was the center of creation’s story.

Long before the manger,
long before Moses,
long before Abraham—

The Son already stood ready.

“The Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” —Revelation 13:8

God Chose a Family, Not a Strategy

God chose a man— Abraham —
to become a people —Israel —
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to become a stage for the world to see what it meant
to walk with God again.

Through covenants, commandments, and consequences,
God showed:

e  His justice
e His mercy
e  His unrelenting pursuit
But it wasn’t enough to fix the break.

Animals couldn’t carry sin forever.
Priests couldn’t change hearts.

The people needed a Savior —
not a system.

Jesus Didn’t Come to Start a Religion

He came to bring the Kingdom.

He came to call people back
into family,

into purpose,

into truth.

He came not just to forgive sins—
but to destroy the works of the devil
and plant new life in those who believe.

“I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” —John 10:10
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The Cross Was a Rescue Mission

Jesus died not just to spare us from wrath—
but to bring us home.

Home to the Father.
Home to the mission.
Home to the garden.

His blood cleanses.
His resurrection empowers.
His Spirit indwells.

And now, we don’t just wait for heaven.
We live for heaven’s purposes here.

Back to the Family Business

Jesus modeled the restored life:
e He did only what the Father said.
 He walked in truth and grace.
e He brought justice to the oppressed.
e He invited people into the work.
And then He said to us:

“As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” —John 20:21

Reflect and Respond

e Have I treated Jesus as a rescue line or as the King of a restored
Kingdom?
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* Do I understand that His death was to bring me back into God’s
original plan?

 Am I participating in that plan now —or just waiting for heaven?

The plan was always Jesus.

Not just to save you—

but to restore you

to the life you were meant to live
from the very beginning.
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Chapter 12: Back to the Garden, Forward to the
Kingdom

“To the one who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the
paradise of God.”
—Revelation 2:7

The story of the Bible is a full circle—
but not a loop.

We do not return to Eden
as it once was.

We return to something better —
Eden fulfilled.

A city-garden,
where God lives with His people again,
and the tree of life grows once more.

We’re Not Just Waiting for Heaven

Many Christians treat this life
as little more than waiting.

Avoid big sins.
Go to church.
Hang on until heaven.

But Jesus didn’t call us to wait.
He called us to witness.

To work.

To live out the Kingdom —now.
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The New Garden Is a Kingdom

In Revelation, we don’t go back to a simple garden.
We’re brought into a New Jerusalem —

a city where God dwells,

and where the tree of life is planted again.

It’s not just a return.
It’s a reign.

We’re not merely forgiven.
We’re commissioned.

We’re not just saved.
We’re sent.

The Gospel doesn't only pull you out of something.
It pulls you into something.

The Mission Hasn’t Changed

From Eden to the end,
man’s purpose is to tend what belongs to God.

To be image-bearers.
Justice-givers.
Truth-tellers.
Gardeners of souls.

Jesus calls us:
e To feed the hungry
e To forgive enemies
e To disciple nations

e To be lights in the darkness
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This is the family business —restored.

You Were Saved Into a Family

Not a crowd.
Not a solo act.
Not a brand.

A family working with the Father
to reveal His goodness to the world.

“They will be His people, and God Himself will be with them as their God.”
—Revelation 21:3

The New Kingdom is not just a place.
It’s a people on mission—forever.

The Justice of God Now Lives Through You

You were once the one who needed saving.
Now you are sent to offer the same salvation to others.

This is justice, as God defines it:
* Notrevenge.
e Not fairness.

e But truth spoken in love,
so no one misses the door when it shuts.

We now carry the message of reconciliation.

We are ambassadors of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:20).
We are citizens of the coming Kingdom,

living as previews of it today.
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Reflect and Respond

* Have I seen salvation as the beginning of my mission—or the end?
e Do I recognize that my role is to bring others into the family garden?

e  What would change in me if I truly lived as a citizen of God’s Kingdom
now?

You were made for the garden.
Saved by the Son.

And sent into the field.

Until the New Garden comes in full.
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Chapter 13: Jesus Didn’t Say “Believe,” He Said
“Follow”

“My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.”
—John 10:27

We’ve made Christianity about believing.
And belief is essential.

But Jesus didn’t go around asking people to believe in His existence.
He called them to follow Him.

To leave.

To surrender.

To change.

To walk behind Him, step by step, even when it costs everything.

The word “believe” can stay in the head.
But the word “follow” changes your feet.

Following Requires Movement

Jesus told Peter and Andrew:

“Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”
— Matthew 4:19

They left their nets.
Left their boat.
Left everything they knew.

Faith didn’t mean sitting still and agreeing.
It meant stepping into the unknown—because He said so.

Jesus didn’t say, “Agree with Me from where you are.”
He said, “Come with Me where I’'m going.”
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Even Demons Believe

“Even the demons believe —and shudder!”
—James 2:19

Belief alone does not equal salvation.
The devil believes in Jesus.
He knows who Jesus is.

What’s missing is surrender.

Following is about giving up your claim to your own life
and trusting Jesus to lead it instead.

“Lord, I Will Follow You—But...”

One man told Jesus he wanted to follow Him,
but just needed to take care of some things first.

Jesus replied:

“No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom

of God.” —Luke 9:62

Following doesn’t mean delay.
It means obedience now.

Another man wanted to bury his father first.
But Jesus told him, “Let the dead bury their own dead.”

It sounds harsh—unless you realize what’s at stake.

Jesus doesn’t need fans.
He’s calling disciples.
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Not All Followers Are Perfect—But They Are Moving

Peter followed —but stumbled.
Thomas followed —but doubted.
The disciples followed —but often misunderstood.

The difference is—they kept following.

They didn’t stay in comfort.
They didn’t turn back permanently.
They walked behind their Savior, learning, failing, growing.

That’s the picture of real faith.

Following Costs Something

Jesus said:

“Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after Me cannot be My
disciple.” —Luke 14:27

Belief that costs nothing may not be real belief.
Following means dying to self, letting go of idols, and trusting Christ with
everything.

It’s not a moment.
It’s a life.

Reflect and Respond

e Have I confused believing with following?

e Is there something I’ve refused to leave behind in order to follow Jesus
fully?

e AmIafan of Jesus—or a disciple?
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*  What step of obedience is Jesus asking me to take right now?

Following Jesus isn’t about having all the answers.
It’s about trusting the One who does.
Take the next step today. Then the next one tomorrow.
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Chapter 14: The Narrow Road Is Real

“Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that
leads to destruction... But the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads
to life, and those who find it are few.”

—Matthew 7:13-14

Jesus never said the path to life would be easy.
He said it would be narrow —and hard.

He also said few would find it.

That truth alone should shatter our modern assumptions.
We assume most people are saved.

We assume good intentions count.

We assume a little religion is enough.

But Jesus says the road is narrow.
And most choose the wide one instead.

Two Roads, One Savior

The narrow road doesn’t lead to comfort.
It leads to the cross.

It demands surrender.

It invites obedience.

And it runs straight through:
*  Humility
* Holiness
* Forgiveness
e Self-denial

e  Purity
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e Perseverance

It’s not crowded.
But it 1s blessed.

The wide road, by contrast, is easy —because it costs you nothing.
No repentance. No change. No Jesus.

It feels good... until the end.

Many Will Be Surprised

“On that day many will say to Me, ‘Lord, Lord..." and I will declare to them,

‘I never knew you.’”
—Matthew 7:22-23

These aren’t atheists.
These are religious people.
People who thought they were on the right path.

People who believed —
but never followed.

Cultural Christianity Loves the Wide Road

The wide road makes room for:
* God and self
e Faith and comfort
e  Church attendance and unrepentant sin

It avoids extremes.
It avoids sacrifice.
It avoids Jesus’ call to “take up your cross.”

But it also avoids the destination Christ offers.
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“The way is hard that leads to life...”

Hard. But worth it.

The Narrow Road Has a Guide

The good news is, we’re not walking it alone.

Jesus walked it first.
He leads us on it now.
And the Spirit strengthens us along the way.

It’s not narrow because it’s cruel.
It’s narrow because it’s holy.

And we are being made holy by walking it.

Don’t Follow the Crowd

If your faith feels too easy, too comfortable, too much like everyone else’s —
it’s worth asking which road you’re really on.

The wide road is popular.
But it leads to destruction.

The narrow road may feel lonely.
But it leads to life.

Reflect and Respond

e  Which road does my life really reflect—narrow or wide?
e Have I resisted the hard parts of following Jesus?
Do I believe Jesus is worth the difficulty of the narrow way?

e What’s one “easy road” compromise I need to surrender today?
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The road is narrow.

The gate is small.

But the Savior is faithful.

Follow Him—even when it’s hard.
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Chapter 15: Count the Cost

“Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after Me cannot be My
disciple.”
—Luke 14:27

Jesus never tried to trick people into following Him.
He didn’t promise ease, applause, or guaranteed success.

He warned them.

Before you follow, He said —count the cost.
Before you build the tower, do the math.
Before you march into battle, measure your strength.

Discipleship isn’t free.
Salvation is—grace alone, through faith alone.
But to follow Jesus? It will cost you everything.

The Message We’ve Softened

Somewhere along the way, we started offering Jesus as an upgrade.
As if He were the finishing touch on an already decent life.

But Jesus doesn’t enhance our kingdom.
He replaces it with His.

“You are not your own, for you were bought with a price.”
— 1 Corinthians 6:19-20

To follow Christ is to surrender your plans, your preferences, your reputation,
your control.

We’ve made Christianity sound easy.
Jesus made it sound costly.
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What It Might Cost You

Following Jesus could cost you:
e Arelationship
* A promotion
e Ahabit
e Popularity
*  Your comfort
*  Your future goals
* Even your life

The apostles didn’t die for a hobby.
They died because they followed Jesus.
And they knew what they signed up for.

So did Jesus.

“If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you.” —John 15:20

Many Walked Away

After one of Jesus’ harder teachings, many disciples said:

“This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?”
And they no longer walked with Him. —John 6:60, 66

They loved the miracles.

They liked the bread.

But when He talked about sacrifice and surrender,
they left.
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And Jesus didn’t run after them.
He turned to the twelve and asked, “Do you want to go away as well?”

Following is a choice.
And Jesus respects your answer.

The Rewards Are Greater Than the Cost

Peter asked what they would receive for leaving everything.
Jesus said:

“No one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or
children or lands... will not receive a hundredfold now... and in the age to
come eternal life.” —Mark 10:29-30

The cost is real.
But the reward is eternal.

You lose what cannot last
to gain what cannot be taken.

Don’t Count the Cost Halfway

Many start the race but never finish.
They didn’t count the cost.
They weren’t prepared.

Jesus doesn’t want impulsive followers.
He wants surrendered hearts.

Count the cost.
Then take up your cross.
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Reflect and Respond

e Have I honestly counted the cost of following Jesus?

*  What am I still holding onto that competes with full surrender?
e Am I trying to add Jesus to my life—or giving Him all of it?

e  What might it cost me to follow faithfully —and is He worth it?

The cost is high.

The way i1s hard.

But Jesus is better.

Count the cost—and follow Him anyway.
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Chapter 16: Crowns and What They Really Mean

“Do not let anyone take your crown.”
—Revelation 3:11

Crowns are often seen as spiritual rewards—symbols of honor in eternity.
But for many Christians, the idea of crowns is confusing.

Are they trophies?
Are they badges of achievement?
Do they create status in heaven?

And if heaven is perfect, why should anyone care about earning a crown?

The truth is: crowns are not about what we get.
They are about what we offer.

Crowns in Scripture

The New Testament mentions several specific crowns:

* The imperishable crown (1 Corinthians 9:25) — for self-discipline
and endurance

 The crown of righteousness (2 Timothy 4:8) — for those who love
Christ’s appearing

e  The crown of life (James 1:12, Revelation 2:10) — for those who
endure trials and persecution

* The crown of glory (1 Peter 5:4) — for faithful shepherds and leaders

These aren’t prizes for the spiritually elite.
They are testimonies of a life surrendered, faithful, and fruitful.
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Not for Display, but Devotion

In Revelation 4:10, the elders cast their crowns at Jesus’ feet.

They don’t cling to them.
They don’t compare them.
They lay them down in worship.

That’s what crowns are for—not for our glory, but for His.

Your crown is not about your greatness —
it’s about how Christ worked through your obedience.

Some Will Have Nothing to Offer

Paul writes:

“If anyone’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be
saved—but only as through fire.”
— 1 Corinthians 3:15

That’s a picture of someone who believed in Jesus,
but lived a life with little eternal fruit.

They enter heaven empty-handed.
No crowns. No offering to cast.
Saved, yes—but having lost the chance to give something back.

“I Don’t Care About Crowns”’

Some say, “As long as I get to heaven, that’s enough for me.”

That sounds humble.
But it misses something profound.

If you truly love Jesus—if He’s your King—won’t you want something to lay
at His feet?
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Won’t you want to arrive with fruit, with faithfulness, with something to
offer?

Crowns are not for self.
They are for worship.

What Earns a Crown?

Not fame.
Not perfection.
Not worldly success.

But:
e Quiet obedience
e Endurance in trial
e Faithful service when no one sees
e Joyful surrender
e Persevering love

The things we often overlook now
are the very things heaven honors forever.

Your Crown Is Your Story

It’s not just a reward.
It’s a record.

A crown tells the story of how you followed Jesus.
How you loved, how you served, how you endured.

Don’t pursue the crown itself.
Pursue Christ—
and let the crown take care of itself.
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Reflect and Respond

e Have I misunderstood crowns as personal rewards instead of acts of
worship?

e AmIliving in a way that stores up treasure in heaven—or just comfort
on earth?

e  What kind of crown might my life be forming right now?
e What will I have to lay at Jesus’ feet?

Don’t aim for a trophy.
Aim to live a life that brings honor to the King.
He is worthy of every crown.
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Chapter 17: The Work We’re Saved For

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.”
—Ephesians 2:10

Salvation is not by works —
but it is for works.

We are not saved because of what we do.
We are saved to become who we were meant to be —
and that means doing the work God designed us to do.

Not religious performance.

Not trying to earn grace.

But a life that naturally produces action
because we belong to Christ.

Saved from Something—and to Something

Too many stop at the first half:
"I’m saved from sin."

Yes. Praise God.
But now what?

You’re not just saved from hell —
you’re saved for a purpose.

Jesus didn’t just rescue you from death.
He called you into life—real, Spirit-empowered, fruitful life.

“Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and
give glory to your Father...” —Matthew 5:16
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God Already Prepared the Work

You don’t have to invent a purpose.
God already assigned one.

Ephesians 2:10 says He prepared it.
That means your talents, passions, location, relationships —they’re not
accidents.

You were placed where you are
to live for the Kingdom
in ways no one else can replicate.

Not All Work Looks the Same

Some teach.

Some serve.

Some give.

Some suffer faithfully.

Some mentor young believers.
Some work behind the scenes.
Some raise children with quiet strength.

The Spirit distributes gifts differently.
But every gift is from Him —and for His glory.

Not Working Is Not an Option
In the parable of the talents, Jesus rebukes the servant who buried his gift.
“You wicked and slothful servant!” —Matthew 25:26

The servant didn’t commit evil.
He just did nothing.

That was enough to warrant judgment.
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God doesn’t expect perfection —
but He does expect participation.

Work Is a Sign of Life

An apple tree that never produces apples isn’t just lazy.
It might be dead.

James writes:
“Faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.” —James 2:17

We aren’t saved by works.
But real salvation produces them.

If your faith hasn’t moved your hands, your feet, or your heart—
it may not be alive.

The Joy of the Master

Jesus ends the parable of the talents with a promise:
“Well done, good and faithful servant... Enter into the joy of your master.”

Not “Well said.”
Not “Well intended.”
But “Well done.”

There is joy in Kingdom labor.
Joy in obedience.
Joy in using what He gave you to serve Him.

Don’t miss that joy.
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Reflect and Respond

* Do I see my daily life as a part of the work God prepared for me?

*  What spiritual gift or opportunity have I neglected?

* Am I working for God’s approval —or from it?

e  What “good work” might God be inviting me to step into right now?

You were made for more than forgiveness.
You were made for fruitfulness.
Walk in the work prepared for you.
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Chapter 18: When the Door Shuts

“And the door was shut.”
— Matthew 25:10

Jesus told a story about ten virgins waiting for a wedding feast.
Five were wise —prepared with oil.
Five were foolish—unready when the bridegroom came.

They all looked the part.
They all waited.
They all believed He was coming.

But only five entered.
And when the others arrived...

“Lord, Lord, open to us.”
But He answered, “Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’

b

The door was shut.

This Wasn’t a Parable for Atheists

The virgins weren’t outsiders.
They were part of the bridal party.
They were expecting the return.

But expectation without preparation isn’t enough.
Faith without oil —without endurance, without the Holy Spirit, without
obedience —will not sustain you.

Jesus didn’t say, “You didn’t try hard enough.”
He said, “I never knew you.”
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What the Door Symbolizes

The door is both literal and symbolic.
It’s the line between salvation and separation.
Between reward and regret.

It reminds us:
e There is a time limit.
e There is a final moment.
e There is such a thing as oo late.

God is patient.
But His patience will not delay forever.

Not Everyone Who Waits Enters

Some wait passively.
Some wait with half-faith.
Some assume they can get ready at the last second.

But Jesus says:

“You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not
expect.” —Matthew 24:44

To wait well is to live ready.
Every day.
Every hour.

Oil Cannot Be Borrowed

When the foolish virgins asked the wise for oil, they were refused.
Not out of selfishness, but because preparation can’t be transferred.
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You can’t borrow someone else's devotion.
You can’t inherit your parents’ faith.
You can’t coast on church culture.

Your relationship with Christ must be your own.

When It’s Too Late

This is the part that chills us:
They knock.

They plead.

They’re sincere.

But the door is shut.

They weren’t lost because they hated the groom.
They were lost because they weren’t ready for Him.

Be Found Watching

“Blessed are those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes.”
—Luke 12:37

Let Him find you praying.
Serving.

Obeying.

Worshiping.

Let Him find you full of oil.
Full of faith.
Full of Him.
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Reflect and Respond

e Am I living like someone who truly believes Jesus could return at any
moment?

e  What part of my life would I be ashamed to present if the door closed
tonight?

e Is my relationship with Jesus my own—or borrowed?
e What’s one area where I need to “get ready” today?

The door is still open.
But it won’t be forever.
Make sure you’re inside when it shuts.
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Chapter 19: Why This Message Matters Now

“But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty.

For people will be lovers of self...”
—2 Timothy 3:1-2

The warning signs are everywhere.
Not just in the news.

Not just in global politics.

But in the Church.

There is a form of godliness—
but no power.

There is attendance —

but no transformation.

There are many who say, “Lord, Lord,”
but do not do what He says.

This book isn’t about finger-pointing.
It’s a call to wake up.

The Danger of Cultural Christianity

Cultural Christianity says:
e Jesus is useful, but not Lord
e  Church is a social habit, not a surrender
e Faith is personal, but not powerful

It allows people to believe just enough to feel safe
but not enough to be changed.

It’s the great deception of our time:
That you can belong to Christ without becoming like Him.
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A Lukewarm Church in a Dying World

Jesus warned Laodicea:

“Because you are lukewarm... I will spit you out of my mouth.” —Revelation
3:16

Not cold. Not hostile.
Just comfortably indifferent.

This is the tragedy of our day:
e Many believe they are fine.
* Many have mistaken church activity for spiritual life.

e Many are asleep at the wheel —while the night grows darker.

A Call to Readiness

We don’t know when Christ will return.
But we do know this: He will.

And He will come looking for:
e Faith
e  Fruit
e Faithfulness

The oil must be ready.
The heart must be His.
The lamp must be burning.
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A Call to Urgency

This message matters now —
because many are content to coast.

It matters now —
because the world needs a Church on fire, not on autopilot.

It matters now —
because Jesus is still calling His sheep to wake up, rise up, and follow Him
with everything.

Not out of fear.
But out of love.

“The night is far gone, the day is at hand.”
—Romans 13:12

What We Hope You Hear

This book is not to make you doubt your salvation—
but to examine it.

Not to guilt you into works—
but to invite you into purpose.

Not to criticize the Church—
but to revive it.

Because Jesus loves His Church.
And He is still calling her to be radiant, ready, and real.

Reflect and Respond

e Do I feel an urgency about my faith—or a comfort that’s grown stale?

 Am I watching for Christ—or assuming I have time?
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e  What would change if I truly believed these are the last days?
*  What small act of obedience can I do today to respond?

This message matters now —
Because the door is open,
But not forever.

The time to awaken is now.
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Chapter 20: The State of the Church - When
Truth Slips Through Our Fingers

“The time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having
itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own

passions...”
—2 Timothy 4:3

A mile wide.
An inch deep.
And now —crumbling at the edges.

It wasn’t long ago that these truths were considered foundational —
the bedrock of what it meant to believe in Christ.

But in the modern church, even the basics have become optional.
Negotiable.

Lost.

We now live in a time when even those who profess faith
struggle to affirm the most elementary tenets of a biblical worldview.

The Numbers Tell the Story

Recent, reputable studies —replicated independently —found this staggering
reality:

among professing believers in America, fewer than 9% affirm all of the
following truths:

e Absolute moral truth exists.
Only 46% of “practicing” believers, agree.

* The Bible is accurate in all its teachings.
Just 79% of practicing believers, believe this.

e Satan is a real being, not merely symbolic.
Only 40% of practicing believers affirm this.
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e Good works cannot earn salvation.
Just 47% of practicing believers agree.

e Jesus Christ lived a sinless life on earth.
Only 62% of practicing believers affirm this.

* God is the all-knowing, all-powerful Creator who still rules today.
93% of practicing believers agree.

These are not obscure doctrines.
They are the ABCs of the Christian faith.
And yet, fewer than 1 in 10 believers actually holds them all.

How Did We Get Here?

This is what happens when faith becomes shallow.

When churches trade teaching for entertainment.

When feelings outrank Scripture.

When culture shapes the Church instead of the Church shaping culture.

We have been content to sit at the water’s edge,
to wade ankle-deep,
to avoid the costly demands of discipleship.

We’ve assumed that right belief would automatically continue.
But it hasn’t.
Because you cannot sustain faith you do not understand.

What We Must Do

The numbers are sobering—but not final.
God has always preserved a remnant.

He is still calling His people deeper,
back to the Word,

back to truth,

back to Him.
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If you feel the weight of these statistics —
if you see the cracks in the foundation—
then don’t just lament.

Live differently.

Teach differently.

Pray differently.

“Contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints.” —Jude
1:3

Reflect and Respond

Do I affirm all six of these biblical truths? If not, what keeps me from
doing so?

e Have I assumed the Church is healthy simply because it’s visible?

 How can I help others in my circle understand and embrace these
essential truths?

e Am I willing to stand for truth even when the crowd wavers?

The state of the Church reflects the hearts of its people.
And the heart of the people is revealed by what they believe.
Let it start with you.
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Epilogue: This Was Not to Make You Doubt

If you’ve made it this far, you may be feeling a mix of emotions.
Conviction. Concern. Maybe even fear.
That’s understandable.

But hear this clearly:
This book was not written to make you question your salvation.
It was written to help you confirm it.

Not by measuring your emotions —
but by examining your heart, your fruit, and your direction.

Assurance Is Not the Enemy of Honesty

Many today want to be assured without being examined.
But the Bible calls us to both:

“Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves.”
—2 Corinthians 13:5

God is not afraid of your questions.
He is not offended when you ask:

“Lord, am I really Yours?”
“Have I truly followed?”
“Am I bearing the fruit You desire?”

These are not signs of weak faith—
they are signs of humility and reverence.

God Wants You to Know

“I write these things... so that you may know that you have eternal life.”
—1 John 5:13
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God is not trying to keep you guessing.
But He is calling you out of shallow water —
out of cultural religion and into real, living faith.

If You’re Concerned, That’s a Good Sign

The person who should worry most is the one who reads this book and feels
nothing.

The one who says, “I’m fine,” without fruit.

The one who says, “I believe,” but never follows.

But if you’ve been stirred, challenged, even troubled —
then you are exactly the kind of person God can grow and use.

You are not disqualified by your doubts.
You are not rejected for your struggle.
You are being invited.

The Invitation Remains

Jesus still says, “Follow Me.”
Not just believe Me. Not just admire Me. Follow Me.

Wherever you are in your walk —
whether you’ve wandered, stalled, or never truly started —
the door is still open.

Now is the time.

Not to panic,

but to pursue.

Not to run from doubt,
but to run toward Jesus.

He is the Author and Finisher of your faith.
And He never turns away those who seek Him in truth.
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Final Prayer: A Cry for True Faith
Father God,

I don’t want to settle for a hollow faith.

I don’t want to just look the part—I want to live it.

I want a heart that longs for You, not just a habit of attending church.
I want a life that bears fruit, even when it’s hard, even when it costs.

Forgive me for the times I’ve delayed, hesitated, ignored Your Spirit.
Forgive me for believing that belief was enough.
Awaken in me a holy urgency —not of fear, but of faith.

Teach me to follow.
Give me the strength to obey.
Fill me with Your Spirit so that my life brings glory to You.

May I never be among those who say, “Lord, Lord,” but do not know You.
Let me walk the narrow road.

Let me enter the door while it is still open.

Let me live—and die—as Yours.

In Jesus’ name,
Amen.
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