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Prologue — Why the Intruders Series Exists
Many people read the Bible in pieces.

They hear individual verses.
They remember a few well-known stories.
They learn moral lessons from sermons.

Yet the larger story of Scripture often remains unclear.

Without that larger story, many passages of the Bible can feel confusing or
even contradictory.

Why does suffering exist in a world created by a good God?
Why does the Bible speak of spiritual warfare?

Why does Jesus speak so often about darkness and light?
Why does evil seem so powerful if God is sovereign?

These questions are not new.
They have troubled readers of Scripture for generations.

The purpose of the Intruders in God’s Good Garden series is to bring
clarity to these questions by stepping back and examining the larger story of
the Bible.

The Story the Bible Is Telling

From the opening chapter of Genesis to the final pages of Revelation, the
Bible tells a single, unified story.

God created a world that was good.
Very good.

Humanity lived in harmony with its Creator. There was no death, no
corruption, no deception, and no suffering. God walked with mankind in
fellowship and peace.
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But something happened.
Darkness entered the human story.

Through deception and rebellion, humanity separated itself from the Creator.
Sin fractured the relationship between God and mankind. Death and
corruption followed.

The world we now experience is not the world God originally designed.

It is a creation disrupted by intruders.

Understanding the Intruders

Throughout this series we use a simple word to describe the broken realities
of our world.

Intruders.

Sin 1s an intruder.

Death is an intruder.
Grief 1s an intruder.
Disease is an intruder.
Deception is an intruder.

These forces were not part of God’s original design. They entered the human
story through darkness and rebellion.

Once this truth is understood, many difficult passages of Scripture begin to
make sense.

The Bible is not describing the normal operation of creation.

It is describing the battle between light and darkness within a fallen world.

Why This Book Matters

Among the books in this series, this one serves a unique purpose.
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Before we can understand the intruders themselves, we must understand the
contrast between light and darkness that runs throughout Scripture.

From the very first chapter of Genesis, God separates light from darkness.
This separation becomes one of the central themes of the entire Bible.

The prophets speak of a people walking in darkness who will see a great
light.

Jesus declares Himself to be the Light of the world.

The apostles describe believers as people who have been transferred from
darkness into light.

And the final chapter of Scripture promises a world where darkness will exist
no more.

Without understanding this theme, many passages of the Bible remain
difficult to interpret.

But when the story of light and darkness is seen clearly, the narrative of
Scripture begins to unfold with remarkable clarity.

Seeing the Story Clearly

This book is not meant to replace careful study of Scripture.

Instead, it provides a lens through which many passages of the Bible can be
understood more clearly.

The goal is simple.
To help readers see the larger story that the Bible is telling.
A story that begins with light.

A story that explains the arrival of darkness.
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And a story that ultimately leads back to a world filled with the light of God
once again.

Understanding this framework allows the rest of the Intruders series to be
read with new clarity.

Because once we understand the light...

we can finally understand the intruders.



9 of 94

Introduction — Why the World Feels Dark

Most people sense it, even if they cannot explain it.
Something about the world feels... off.

Truth is difficult to find. Lies spread easily. Violence, corruption, and
confusion seem to multiply faster than wisdom and peace. Entire societies
drift from clarity into moral fog. Even sincere people often struggle to
understand what is true and what is not.

The Bible describes this condition in a very simple way: darkness.

Darkness in Scripture is not merely the absence of sunlight. It represents
blindness, deception, confusion, and separation from God. It describes a
world where people struggle to see clearly —spiritually, morally, and even
intellectually.

Yet the Bible also begins with a very different picture.
“Let there be light.” — Genesis 1:3

The story of humanity begins in light. God created a world that was orderly,
good, and illuminated by His presence. Humanity was placed within that
creation not as a random accident of nature, but as a steward—an image-
bearer entrusted with responsibility over the earth.

But something changed.

The world we experience today does not resemble the world described in the
opening pages of Scripture. Darkness now seems to dominate much of human
life. Truth is contested. Deception is common. Even people who sincerely
seek goodness often struggle to find their way.

The Bible provides an explanation.

Darkness was not part of God’s original design. It entered the story.



10 of 94

One of the central themes of the Intruders in God’s Good Garden series is
that many of the painful realities of our present world are not natural features
of creation. They are intruders —things that entered after humanity’s
rebellion. Sin, death, disease, corruption, grief, and confusion all trace their
origin to that turning point.

But among all these intruders, one stands out as particularly powerful.
Darkness.

Darkness is the environment in which every other intruder operates. Under its
cover, deception flourishes. Truth becomes difficult to recognize. Humanity
struggles to see clearly the God who created them and the path that leads
back to Him.

Scripture reveals that this darkness did not begin with violence or
catastrophe. It began with a lie.

“Yea, hath God said...?”” — Genesis 3:1

A question planted doubt. A lie distorted truth. Humanity chose autonomy
over trust in God. And the result was expulsion from the place where God’s
presence was most clearly known.

Life outside that presence became life in a darkened world.

From that moment forward, the Bible records the long struggle between light

and darkness. Darkness spreads through human history, corrupting hearts and
societies. Yet God continually preserves a light—through individuals, through
a nation, and ultimately through a person.

That person is Jesus Christ.
“I am the light of the world.” — John 8:12

With Christ, the story pivots. The light that once illuminated the garden
enters the world again in human form. His life exposes deception. His
teaching reveals truth. His death and resurrection defeat the power of
darkness itself.
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Yet the story does not end there.

Christ’s followers are now called to carry that light into a still-darkened
world.

“Ye are the light of the world.” — Matthew 5:14

Believers live in a unique moment in history. Darkness has already been
defeated through Christ, but its final removal has not yet occurred. Until that
day, followers of Christ live between two kingdoms—the present world still
influenced by darkness and the coming kingdom where God’s light will fully
reign.

Their mission is simple, though not easy.

To walk in the light.
To bear good fruit.
And to help others find their way out of the darkness.

This book explores that story.

It traces how darkness entered the human experience, how it continues to
influence the world today, and how the light of Christ exposes and overcomes
it. Along the way, we will see why deception is one of the enemy’s greatest
tools and why truth is so powerful when it finally breaks through the fog.

Most importantly, we will see the calling given to every follower of Christ:
To live as children of light in a dark world.

“For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as
children of light.” — Ephesians 5:8

The darkness is real.

But the light has already come.
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Chapter 1 — The World Created in Light

In the Beginning
The Bible begins with a simple and powerful statement.
“In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” — Genesis 1:1

Before anything existed —before the earth, stars, or humanity —God already
was. Creation was not random or accidental. It was intentional and ordered
by its Creator.

The First Act of Order

The first recorded act of structure in creation is striking.
“And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.” — Genesis 1:3
Light appears before anything else is organized.

Before land appears.

Before plants grow.

Before animals live.

Before humanity walks the earth.

Light establishes the environment in which life will exist.

God and Light

Scripture repeatedly connects light with God Himself.
“God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.” — 1 John 1:5
Light represents clarity, truth, and life.

Darkness represents confusion, deception, and separation.
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From the very beginning the Bible establishes a contrast that will run through
the entire story of humanity.

Light.
And darkness.

A World That Was Good

Genesis describes God evaluating His creation again and again.
“And God saw that it was good.” — Genesis 1:10
Finally the summary is given.

“God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good.” —
Genesis 1:31

The original world was not broken.

There was no corruption.
No disease.

No violence.

No grief.

No death.

The world functioned exactly as God intended.

Humanity’s Place
Humanity was created with a unique role in this good creation.
“Let them have dominion... over all the earth.” — Genesis 1:26

Man and woman were not placed on earth as accidents of nature. They were
image-bearers of God, entrusted with stewardship over creation.

The Garden of Eden became their home.
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It was a place of provision, peace, and fellowship with God.

Fellowship With the Creator

Genesis gives a remarkable picture of life in the garden.
God walked with humanity.

There was no fear.
No hiding.
No shame.

Humanity lived under the light of God’s presence.

Creation Through Christ

The New Testament later reveals something profound about creation.

“All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that
was made.” — John 1:3

“All things were created through him, and for him.” — Colossians 1:16
Christ was present from the beginning.

Creation itself was made through Him and for Him.

This will become important later in the story.

Because the One through whom the world was created will also become the
One who restores it.
No Intruders Yet

At the beginning, the world existed exactly as God intended.

There was light.
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There was order.
There was harmony between God and humanity.
There were no intruders.

No sin.
No death.
No deception.

But that would soon change.
Because before darkness appeared, God gave humanity something important.

A warning.
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Chapter 2 — The Warning Before Darkness

A World Still in the Light

The world of Genesis 2 is still the world God originally designed.

Creation is functioning in harmony. Humanity lives within the garden God
prepared for them. The relationship between the Creator and His creation is
open and peaceful. Nothing yet disturbs the order God established.

The man and woman are not struggling to survive. They are not burdened by
fear, sickness, or sorrow. They live within a place of provision and clarity,
sustained by the presence of the One who made them.

God places the man within the garden with a purpose.

“And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to
dress it and to keep it.” — Genesis 2:15

Humanity is not created merely to exist. Adam is given responsibility. He is
to cultivate the garden and care for what God has entrusted to him.

This stewardship reflects the dominion God granted in the previous chapter.
Humanity is meant to serve as a faithful caretaker within God’s creation.

The garden is not a prison. It is a place of abundance.

Freedom Within the Garden

God’s provision for Adam and Eve is generous.
“Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat.” — Genesis 2:16

The command begins with freedom, not restriction. The garden is full of life
and nourishment. Humanity is free to enjoy the gifts God has provided.

This detail is often overlooked. God does not place humanity into a world of
scarcity. He places them in a world of abundance.
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The single command that follows stands out precisely because everything
else is permitted.

The One Command

In the midst of this abundance, God gives one restriction.

“But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it.”
— Genesis 2:17

The command is simple.
Do not eat from that tree.

Scripture does not explain every detail about the tree itself. What matters 1s
the relationship behind the command. God is establishing a boundary that
requires trust.

Adam and Eve must decide whether they will live under God’s authority or
pursue independence from Him.

This command introduces something humanity has not yet experienced: the
possibility of disobedience.

The Warning

Along with the command comes a warning.
“For in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” — Genesis 2:17

This statement introduces a concept that has not yet appeared in the story:
death.

Until this moment, death has no place in creation. Nothing in the garden
suggests decay, suffering, or loss. Yet God warns that disobedience will bring
a consequence humanity cannot yet fully understand.
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The warning does not mean death is already present. It simply reveals what
will happen if God’s command is ignored.

In this moment, the possibility of darkness is introduced —but it has not yet
arrived.

Trust and Relationship

The command in the garden is not arbitrary. It serves a deeper purpose.

God desires a relationship with humanity that includes trust. Love and
obedience cannot exist without the freedom to choose otherwise. The
presence of the command allows Adam and Eve to demonstrate their trust in
the Creator who has provided everything they need.

The choice before them is simple but profound.
Trust God and remain within His design.
Or reject His word and pursue their own understanding.

At this moment in the story, humanity still lives entirely within the light of
God’s presence. Nothing has yet been broken. The garden remains a place of
life, peace, and fellowship.

But the warning introduces tension into the story.

Something could go wrong.

A Moment Before the Storm

Genesis 2 ends quietly. The man and woman live in innocence, unaware of
the turmoil that will soon follow.

“And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.” —
Genesis 2:25

There is no shame. No fear. No hiding.
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Humanity stands fully exposed before God without embarrassment or guilt.
This is what life looks like when nothing separates people from their Creator.

The world is still filled with light.
Yet the warning remains.
The possibility of death has been spoken.

And soon another voice will enter the story —one that challenges the truth
God has already given.

That voice will introduce the first lie.
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Chapter 3 — The First Lie

A New Voice Enters the Garden

Until this moment, the only voice shaping humanity’s understanding of the
world has been God’s.

His words created the earth.
His commands established order.
His presence defined reality.

But in Genesis 3, another voice appears.

“Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the
LORD God had made.” — Genesis 3:1

The serpent does not arrive with violence.
He does not force anything.

Instead, he speaks.

This is important. The first intrusion into God’s good creation is not
destruction. It is deception.

Darkness does not begin with force.

It begins with a lie.

The Question That Changes Everything

The serpent’s first words seem harmless.
“Yea, hath God said...?” — Genesis 3:1
With a single question, doubt enters the human mind.

The serpent does not immediately deny God’s command. Instead, he invites
Eve to reconsider it.
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Did God really say that?

The strategy is subtle. If God’s word can be questioned, then God’s authority
can be weakened. Once doubt takes root, obedience becomes negotiable.

This moment introduces the method that will define darkness throughout
human history.

Truth is not attacked directly.

It is slowly eroded.

Distorting God’s Word

Eve responds by repeating God’s command.

“God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.” —
Genesis 3:3

Whether the additional phrase “neither shall ye touch it” reflects Eve’s
interpretation or Adam’s earlier explanation, the conversation has already
shifted.

God’s clear command is now being debated.

The serpent presses further.

The First Direct Lie

Now the serpent speaks plainly.

“Ye shall not surely die.” — Genesis 3:4
This is the first recorded lie in human history.
God said death would follow disobedience.

The serpent says it will not.
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Two competing truths now stand before Eve.

Trust the word of God.
Or trust the voice questioning Him.

The serpent continues by attacking God’s character.

“For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be
opened.” — Genesis 3:5

The suggestion is clear: God is withholding something good.
Instead of protecting humanity, God is portrayed as limiting them.

This accusation introduces the core deception that still shapes human
thinking today.

Maybe God cannot be trusted.

The Appeal of the Lie

Genesis describes Eve’s growing interest in the forbidden fruit.

“The tree was good for food... pleasant to the eyes... and a tree to be desired
to make one wise.” — Genesis 3:6

The temptation unfolds in three directions:

Physical desire.
Visual attraction.
The promise of wisdom.

The lie makes disobedience appear reasonable.
Instead of rebellion, it begins to look like opportunity.

The serpent has successfully shifted Eve’s focus away from God’s command
and toward her own judgment.

Darkness is beginning to take hold.
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The Pattern of Deception

The New Testament later identifies the serpent clearly.

“That old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole
world.” — Revelation 12:9

Jesus Himself describes Satan’s nature.

“He was a murderer from the beginning... for he is a liar, and the father of
it.” — John 8:44

From the beginning, deception has been Satan’s primary weapon.
He does not create new truth.
He distorts what God has already said.

This explains much about the confusion that surrounds humanity even today.
Darkness often hides behind words that sound reasonable.

But behind the lie stands the same ancient enemy.

The Shadow Before the Fall

At this point in the story, the world has not yet changed.

The fruit has not been eaten.
Humanity has not yet rebelled.
The garden is still filled with light.

Yet something new now exists within the human mind.
Doubt.

The serpent has successfully planted a question about God’s goodness and
authority.

Darkness has not yet entered the world.
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But its shadow has appeared.

The decision that follows will determine the course of human history.
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Chapter 4 — The Choice That Changed the World

The Moment of Decision

The conversation with the serpent reaches its turning point in a single
moment.

The doubt planted by deception now moves toward action.
Genesis records the decision simply and directly.

“And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the
fruit thereof, and did eat.” — Genesis 3:6

What had been only a conversation now becomes rebellion.
The command of God is no longer debated.

It is ignored.

The First Act of Disobedience

Eve eats the fruit. But the event does not stop there.
“And gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.” — Genesis 3:6
Adam participates fully in the act.

Scripture later identifies Adam as the representative head of humanity in this
moment.

“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world...” — Romans 5:12
This is the moment where the human story changes.

The steward of God’s creation rejects the command of the Creator.



28 of 94

The trust that once defined the relationship between God and humanity is
broken.

Eyes Opened

The serpent promised that their eyes would be opened.
In a sense, he was telling the truth.

But not in the way Eve expected.

“And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were
naked.” — Genesis 3:7

The awareness that comes is not wisdom.
It is shame.

Something inside humanity has changed. What was once innocent now feels
exposed. The man and woman immediately attempt to cover themselves.

“They sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons.” — Genesis
3:7

For the first time, humanity feels the need to hide.

Hiding From God

The next scene reveals how deeply the relationship has been damaged.

“They heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden... and Adam
and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God.” —
Genesis 3:8

Before this moment, God’s presence was the center of their life.
Now it produces fear.

Humanity hides among the trees of the garden.
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This is the first sign of spiritual darkness beginning to take hold.

The relationship that once produced peace now produces dread.

The First Question

God calls out to the man.
“Where art thou?” — Genesis 3:9

The question is not asked because God lacks knowledge. It invites Adam to
step forward and acknowledge what has happened.

Adam answers honestly.

“I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid... and I hid myself.” —
Genesis 3:10

Fear has entered the human experience.

Fear had no place in the garden before this moment.

The Blame Begins

God continues the conversation.

“Hast thou eaten of the tree...?” — Genesis 3:11
Adam’s response reveals another change.

“The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I
did eat.” — Genesis 3:12

Responsibility is shifted.
Adam blames Eve.

Eve blames the serpent.
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“The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.” — Genesis 3:13
This pattern will continue throughout human history.

Instead of acknowledging guilt, humanity instinctively looks for someone
else to blame.

The Entrance of Darkness

Until this moment, the world still existed under the light of God’s design.
Now the consequences of disobedience begin to unfold.

Sin has entered the human story.

The relationship between God and humanity has been fractured.

Shame replaces innocence.
Fear replaces peace.
Blame replaces unity.

The garden still stands.
But something inside humanity has changed.
Darkness has begun to enter the world.

And its effects will spread far beyond this single moment.
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Chapter 5 — The Birth of Darkness

When the Light Was Lost

The moment Adam and Eve disobeyed God, something profound changed in
the human condition.

The physical world did not immediately collapse. The garden still stood. The
trees still grew. The rivers still flowed.

But something far more important had been damaged.

Humanity’s relationship with God had been ruptured.

What once existed in perfect fellowship now stood separated by sin.

The change was immediate and deeply personal.

“Your iniquities have separated between you and your God.” — Isaiah 59:2

This separation marks the beginning of spiritual darkness in the human story.

The Inner Change

Before the fall, Adam and Eve experienced no shame. They lived openly
before God without fear or embarrassment.

Genesis records the difference immediately after their disobedience.

“The eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked.”
— Genesis 3:7

Awareness enters, but it is not the enlightenment the serpent promised.
It is guilt.

What once felt natural now feels exposed. Innocence has been replaced by
self-consciousness.
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Humanity begins trying to fix the problem on its own.
They sew together fig leaves to cover themselves.
But the deeper problem cannot be solved with leaves.

The rupture is spiritual.

Fear Appears

For the first time in human history, fear enters the experience of mankind.
Adam explains his reaction when he hears God walking in the garden.

“I was afraid... and I hid myself.” — Genesis 3:10

Before this moment, the presence of God meant life, peace, and fellowship.
Now the same presence produces dread.

Fear is one of the first fruits of spiritual darkness.

Where the light of God’s presence once produced peace, separation now
produces anxiety.

Humanity begins living in a world where God feels distant rather than near.

Hiding From the Creator
Adam and Eve hide among the trees of the garden.
The irony is striking.

The very trees God created for beauty and provision now become hiding
places from the Creator Himself.

This pattern continues throughout human history.

Instead of seeking God, humanity often withdraws from Him.
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People attempt to hide behind:

Achievements.
Religion.
Excuses.
Distractions.

But hiding does not restore what was lost.

Darkness in the Mind

The fall did more than create guilt and fear.
It changed the way humanity understands truth.
The Apostle Paul describes this condition centuries later.

“Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God.”
— Ephesians 4:18

Spiritual darkness affects the mind.

Human beings still think, reason, and create. Yet their understanding of God
and His design becomes clouded.

The clarity that once existed in the garden is replaced by confusion.

The world is still full of beauty and order, but humanity now struggles to see
the Creator behind it.

The Beginning of the Intruder
This moment marks the true entrance of darkness into the human experience.
Darkness is not a physical substance.

It is the absence of the light that once defined humanity’s relationship with
God.
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The lie of the serpent created doubt.
The rebellion of Adam created separation.

Together they opened the door for spiritual darkness to take hold in the world.
This darkness would spread through every generation that followed.

It would influence human thinking, human desires, and human systems.

And its effects would soon reach far beyond the garden itself.

Because another consequence of sin was now beginning to unfold.

Death was coming.
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Chapter 6 — Death Enters the World

The Warning Fulfilled

Before Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit, God gave a clear warning.
“In the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” — Genesis 2:17

At first glance, the warning may appear confusing. Adam and Eve did not
physically die on that same day.

But the death God spoke of had already begun.

Something within humanity had died immediately.

The living fellowship between God and mankind was broken.
What once existed in perfect harmony now stood separated.

Spiritual death had entered the human condition.

Separation From the Source of Life

God is the source of all life.

When humanity chose independence from Him, they separated themselves
from that source.

The prophet Isaiah later described the effect of sin in similar terms.

“Your iniquities have separated between you and your God.” — Isaiah 59:2
Spiritual death is not simply the end of life.

It is separation from the One who gives life.

Adam and Eve were still breathing, walking, and speaking.

But the relationship that once defined their existence had been fractured.
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Darkness had begun to take hold.

The Spread of Death

The consequences of Adam’s rebellion did not remain limited to the first two
humans.

Scripture explains that the effects of sin spread through all of humanity.

“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and
so death passed upon all men.” — Romans 5:12

The fall of Adam introduced a broken condition into the human story.

From that moment forward, every generation would live in a world touched
by sin and death.

The garden was no longer the permanent home of humanity.

The world outside would carry the marks of corruption.

The Beginning of Physical Death

Although spiritual death occurred immediately, physical death would soon
follow.

God had warned Adam that disobedience would bring death. Over time, the
human body would begin to experience decay and weakness.

The world itself would also change.

Later in Genesis, God describes the consequences of the fall.
The ground would produce thorns and difficulty.

Human labor would become painful.

Life would now move toward physical death rather than endless vitality.
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“For dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.” — Genesis 3:19

The perfect order of creation had been disrupted.

Creation Feels the Impact

The fall of humanity did not affect people alone.
The entire creation was impacted.

The Apostle Paul describes the world as sharing in the consequences of
humanity’s rebellion.

“The whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.” —
Romans 8:22

The earth that once functioned in perfect harmony now carries signs of
corruption.

Disease appears.
Decay becomes normal.
Life becomes fragile.

The world still reflects the beauty of its Creator, but it also bears the scars of
the fall.

Darkness Deepens

With death now present, the darkness introduced in the garden begins to
spread.

Humanity continues to live, build families, and explore the earth.
Yet the shadow of death follows every life.
People are born into a world where separation from God already exists.

The light that once defined human existence has been dimmed.
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The effects of this darkness will soon become visible throughout the human
story.

Violence will appear.
Corruption will multiply.
Human hearts will grow increasingly distant from God.

The intruder that entered through deception is now reshaping the world itself.

And the darkness will continue to grow.
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Chapter 7 — Darkness Spreads Across the World

The Growing Shadow

The darkness that entered the human heart in the garden did not remain
contained within a single family or generation.

It spread.

Humanity continued to multiply across the earth, just as God had
commanded. Cities formed, families grew, and human culture began to
develop.

Yet alongside this growth came something else.
The corruption of the human heart deepened.

What began with deception in the garden slowly became the normal
condition of mankind.

Scripture summarizes this condition with sobering clarity.

“And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that
every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.”
Genesis 6:5

Darkness had now spread far beyond Adam and Eve.

It had reached the entire world.

The Darkened Heart

The problem was not merely outward behavior.
The corruption had reached the inner life of humanity.

Genesis describes the thoughts of the heart as continually moving toward
evil. What once reflected the image of God now reflected rebellion against
Him.
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The light that once guided humanity had been replaced by self-directed
living.

People no longer looked to God for direction.
They trusted their own desires.

This pattern would repeat throughout history. When humanity separates from
the Creator, moral confusion follows.

Darkness spreads first within the heart.

Then it appears in the world.

Violence Fills the Earth

One of the clearest results of this growing darkness was violence.
Later in the same passage, Scripture describes the condition of the world.

“The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with
violence.” — Genesis 6:11

Human life had become cheap.
Conflict, brutality, and oppression had become common.

The corruption that began with Cain’s murder of Abel had now multiplied
across the earth.

Darkness was no longer an isolated problem.

It had become a global condition.

God Sees the Corruption

Human beings may ignore their own corruption, but God does not overlook
it.
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Genesis emphasizes that the condition of the world was fully visible to the
Creator.

“And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had
corrupted his way upon the earth.” — Genesis 6:12

The phrase ‘‘all flesh” reveals how widespread the darkness had become.

This was no longer a matter of isolated wrongdoing. The corruption had
saturated the human story. Entire societies were shaped by violence,
selfishness, and disregard for God.

The light that once defined creation had grown faint in the hearts of mankind.

Darkness had become the dominant condition of the world.

The Grief of God

One of the most striking statements in this passage reveals how deeply this
corruption affected God.

“And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved
him at his heart.” — Genesis 6:6

This does not mean God regretted creation in the human sense of surprise or
mistake. Scripture consistently teaches that God knows the end from the
beginning.

Instead, the verse reveals the sorrow of God over what humanity had
become.

The Creator who made mankind for fellowship now sees His creation
consumed by darkness.

The grief of God shows something important about His character.
God is not indifferent to evil.

He is not detached from the suffering it produces.
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The corruption of humanity wounds the heart of the One who made them.

The Need for Cleansing

The world had reached a point where the darkness could no longer continue
unchecked.

Violence filled the earth. Human hearts were consumed with evil. The
corruption was spreading through every generation.

God announces what must now happen.

“The end of all flesh 1s come before me; for the earth is filled with violence
through them.” — Genesis 6:13

The coming flood would serve as a cleansing of the earth.
It was not an act of uncontrolled anger.

It was a necessary judgment upon a world that had surrendered itself to
darkness.

A Light Still Remains

Yet even in this moment of judgment, Scripture reveals a surprising detail.
Not everyone had abandoned God.

One man still walked differently.

“But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.” — Genesis 6:8

Noah lived in the same world as everyone else. He experienced the same
corruption surrounding him.

Yet his life reflected something different.
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“Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with
God.” — Genesis 6:9

In the middle of a dark world, a small light still remained.
Through Noah, God would preserve humanity and begin again.
But the flood itself would reveal something important.

Even when darkness is cleansed from the world around man...

It still remains within the human heart.
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Chapter 8 — The Flood: Cleansing a Dark World

A World Consumed by Darkness

By the time of Noah, the corruption of humanity had reached a terrifying
scale.

What began as a single act of disobedience in the garden had spread across
generations. Violence filled the earth. Human hearts had grown increasingly
resistant to God.

Genesis summarizes the condition of the world with stark clarity.

“And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth.” —
Genesis 6:5

This was not a temporary moral decline.
It had become the defining condition of humanity.

The darkness that entered through deception had now shaped entire cultures
and societies. The world God originally declared “very good” was now filled
with corruption.

Yet even in the midst of this darkness, a small light remained.

Noah Finds Grace

Genesis introduces one man who lived differently.
“But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.” — Genesis 6:8

Noah was not perfect. Scripture never presents him as sinless. But he lived
with faith toward God in a world that had largely abandoned Him.

The next verse describes his character.

“Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with
God.” — Genesis 6:9
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That final phrase echoes something earlier in Genesis.
Enoch had also “walked with God.”
In the midst of a dark world, Noah’s life reflected trust in the Creator.

Because of this, God chose Noah to preserve life through the coming
judgment.

The Ark

God reveals His plan to Noah.
“Make thee an ark of gopher wood.” — Genesis 6:14

The ark would serve as a refuge from the coming flood. It was not merely a
boat. It was a vessel of preservation through divine judgment.

The instructions God gives Noah are precise and detailed.

This was not a symbolic story. It was a real event involving real preparation
and obedience.

For years Noah built the ark while the world around him continued in its
corruption.

The book of Hebrews later describes Noah'’s faith.

“By faith Noah... prepared an ark to the saving of his house.” — Hebrews
11:7

While others ignored God, Noah listened.

Judgment Arrives

Eventually the time came for the flood.

The animals entered the ark. Noah and his family followed. Then the rain
began.
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“All the fountains of the great deep were broken up, and the windows of
heaven were opened.” — Genesis 7:11

Water fell from the sky and surged from the depths of the earth.

The floodwaters rose until even the mountains were covered.

“And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth.” — Genesis 7:19
Everything outside the ark perished.

The judgment of God had come upon a world consumed by darkness.

Preservation Through Judgment

Yet the story of the flood is not only about destruction.
It is also about preservation.

Inside the ark, life was protected.

“And the LORD shut him in.” — Genesis 7:16

This brief statement carries powerful meaning.

Noah'’s safety was not ultimately secured by the strength of the ark or the
skill of its builder.

It was secured by God.

The same God who judged corruption also preserved life through His grace.

A New Beginning
After many months, the waters receded.

The ark came to rest, and eventually Noah and his family stepped onto dry
ground.
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Humanity had been given another beginning.
God established a covenant with Noah and his descendants.

“I establish my covenant with you... neither shall all flesh be cut off any
more by the waters of a flood.” — Genesis 9:11

The rainbow would serve as the sign of this promise.

God would never again cleanse the earth with a global flood.

The Deeper Problem

At first glance, the flood appears to solve the problem of darkness.

The corrupt world had been judged.

Humanity had been reduced to a single faithful family.

Surely the new world would remain pure.

But Scripture soon reveals a sobering truth.

The flood had cleansed the earth.

It had not cleansed the human heart.

The darkness that began in the garden was still present within humanity.

And it would soon appear again.
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Chapter 9 — Darkness Remains in the Human Heart

A World Washed Clean

When the floodwaters finally receded, the earth must have seemed new again.

The violence and corruption that had once filled the world were gone. Cities
had vanished. The societies that had ignored God had been swept away.

Only Noabh, his wife, his sons, and their wives remained.

Humanity had been reduced to a single family.

The ark rested on dry land, and Noah stepped out into a cleansed world.
The first thing Noah did was not build a home or plant crops.

He worshiped.

“And Noah builded an altar unto the LORD.” — Genesis 8:20

This moment reveals something important about Noah’s heart. Even after
surviving the greatest disaster the world had ever seen, he understood who
deserved the first place in his life.

He honored the God who preserved him.

God’s Response

God received Noah’s offering and made a remarkable declaration.

“The LORD smelled a sweet savour; and the LORD said in his heart, I will
not again curse the ground any more for man's sake.” — Genesis 8:21

The verse continues with a statement that reveals a deep truth about
humanity.

“For the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth.” — Genesis 8:21
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This is one of the most sobering observations in the early chapters of the
Bible.

Even after the flood, the fundamental condition of the human heart had not
changed.

Darkness had not disappeared.

The Real Problem

The flood removed a corrupt society.
But it did not remove the deeper problem.

The darkness introduced in the garden was not merely cultural or
environmental. It had entered the human heart itself.

Every generation born after Adam carried the same broken condition.
The flood proved something important.
You can cleanse the world around humanity...

But unless the human heart is changed, darkness will eventually return.

The Evidence Appears Quickly
The story that follows confirms this truth almost immediately.
After the flood, Noah begins to plant vineyards.

“And Noah began to be an husbandman, and he planted a vineyard.” —
Genesis 9:20

The next verse reveals a troubling moment.

“And he drank of the wine, and was drunken.” — Genesis 9:21
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Even the man who walked with God and survived the flood still carried the
weakness of human nature.

The darkness that had spread through humanity before the flood still existed
after it.

This moment reminds us that righteousness in Scripture does not mean
perfection.

Even faithful people struggle with the broken condition of the human heart.

The Continuing Pattern

From this point forward, the same pattern begins to appear again.
Humanity multiplies. Families grow. Civilizations begin to form.
Yet the underlying problem remains.

Selfish ambition.

Pride.
Violence.
Rebellion against God.

The flood had slowed the spread of darkness.
It had not eliminated it.

The deeper problem remained untouched.

The Need for Something Greater

This realization begins pointing toward a solution that has not yet appeared in
the story.

If darkness exists inside the human heart, then external judgment alone
cannot fix the problem.
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Something deeper must happen.
The heart itself must be changed.
Centuries later, God would promise such a transformation.

“A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you.” —
Ezekiel 36:26

But at this point in the story, humanity does not yet understand how such a
change could occur.

The darkness remains.

And as the generations continue, it will once again begin shaping the course
of the world.
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Chapter 10 — The Intruders That Thrive in Darkness

When the Light Is Dimmed

Once darkness entered the human story, it did not remain invisible.
It began producing visible consequences.

The broken relationship between humanity and God opened the door for
many other problems to enter the world. These problems were not part of
God’s original design for creation.

They are intruders.
They flourish wherever the light of God’s presence is rejected or ignored.
The Bible repeatedly describes humanity’s condition in terms of darkness.

“Men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.” —
John 3:19

Darkness hides wrongdoing. It allows deception to grow unnoticed. It creates
confusion about what is good and what is destructive.

In this environment, the intruders multiply.

Sin: The First Intruder

The most obvious intruder is sin itself.

Sin entered the world through Adam’s rebellion.

“By one man sin entered into the world.” — Romans 5:12

Sin is more than a list of bad actions. It is the condition of separation from
God that shapes human thinking and behavior.
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Because humanity lives apart from the Creator, people instinctively follow
their own desires rather than God’s design.

This condition spreads through every generation.

The darkness that hides sin allows it to flourish.

Grief and Suffering
Another intruder that grows in a darkened world is grief.
Loss, tragedy, and heartbreak are now common experiences in human life.

Disease appears. Families suffer loss. Relationships break apart. The world
often feels painful and uncertain.

These realities were never part of God’s original design for creation.

They are the consequences of a world living under the shadow of sin and
death.

Even faithful believers feel this grief.

Scripture does not deny the reality of suffering, but it repeatedly reminds us
that these sorrows are temporary intruders in a fallen world.

Death: The Shadow Over Humanity

Perhaps the most obvious intruder is death.

Every human life eventually encounters it.

Yet death was never part of God’s original creation.
“The wages of sin is death.” — Romans 6:23

Death exists because sin entered the world.
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The presence of death constantly reminds humanity that something is deeply
wrong with the present condition of the world.

The garden was created for life.

The fallen world now lives under the shadow of mortality.

Corruption and Deception

Darkness also allows deception to spread easily.

Truth becomes difficult to recognize when people no longer look to God for
wisdom.

Human societies often redefine good and evil according to their own desires.
The prophet Isaiah warned about this condition.

“Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light,
and light for darkness.” — Isaiah 5:20

This confusion is one of the clearest signs of a world living in darkness.

When the light of God’s truth is ignored, people begin constructing their own
moral systems.

These systems rarely produce peace.

Instead, they often deepen the chaos.

Even Believers Feel the Weight

The presence of these intruders can be discouraging, even for those who
follow God.

Faith does not remove every hardship from life.

Christians still experience grief, illness, temptation, and loss.
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The difference is not the absence of difficulty.
The difference is the presence of hope.

Believers understand that these intruders do not define the final story of the
world.

They are temporary disturbances in a creation that God intends to restore.

Darkness Is Not the End

The intruders may appear powerful.
Sin spreads easily. Death seems inevitable. Suffering touches every life.

But Scripture consistently reminds us that darkness does not have the final
word.

Long before humanity fully understood the solution, God had already begun
preparing the answer.

The world had fallen into darkness.
But the light had not been extinguished.
And in time...

That light would enter the world again.
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Chapter 11 — A Light Preserved Through a People

Darkness Continues to Spread

After the flood, humanity began again through Noah’s family.

The earth slowly filled with people once more. Cities formed, cultures
developed, and civilizations emerged across the world.

But the deeper problem remained.
The human heart was still darkened.

The story of the Tower of Babel reveals how quickly humanity again turned
away from God.

“Let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven.” —
Genesis 11:4

Instead of honoring the Creator, humanity sought to establish its own
greatness.

The same pride that entered the garden continued shaping the human story.
Darkness was spreading again.

Yet even as mankind drifted further from God, the Creator had already begun
preparing a path for restoration.

The Call of One Man

God’s answer did not begin with a nation.
It began with one man.

God called Abram, later known as Abraham, to leave his homeland and
follow Him.
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“Get thee out of thy country... unto a land that I will shew thee.” — Genesis
12:1

God then made a remarkable promise.
“In thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.” — Genesis 12:3
This promise reveals something important about God’s plan.

The restoration of humanity would come through a specific line of people.
Through Abraham’s descendants, God would preserve the knowledge of
Himself and prepare the world for the coming Redeemer.

Even in a dark world, the light of God’s promise continued.

A People Set Apart

Abraham’s descendants eventually became the nation of Israel.

Through them, God gave His law, His prophets, and His covenant promises.
Israel was not chosen because they were stronger or wiser than other nations.
They were chosen to carry the light of God’s truth into a dark world.

“For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God.” — Deuteronomy 7:6
Their calling was not merely national identity.

It was spiritual responsibility.

Israel was meant to show the world who the true God was.

The Struggle With Darkness

Yet the story of Israel reveals something familiar.

Even the people chosen to carry God’s light struggled with the same darkness
affecting the rest of humanity.



59 of 94

The history of Israel includes moments of faithfulness, but also repeated
cycles of rebellion.

Kings ignored God’s commands. The people followed idols. Prophets were
sent to call the nation back to righteousness.

Time and again God warned them about turning away from the light.
“The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light.” — Isaiah 9:2
This prophecy looked forward to something greater than Israel itself.

The prophets were pointing toward a coming deliverer.

The Promise of a Coming Light

For centuries the prophets spoke of a future moment when God would act
decisively in human history.

A light would appear that darkness could not overcome.
Isaiah described this promise with hope.

“They that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light
shined.” — Isaiah 9:2

The promise did not come quickly.

Generations passed.

Empires rose and fell.

The world often appeared darker than ever.

Yet the promise remained.

God was preparing the world for the arrival of the Light itself.

The One through whom creation was made would soon enter the world He
created.
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Chapter 12 — The Light Appears in the World — The
Long-Awaited Moment
For centuries the world waited.

Prophets had spoken of a coming light. Israel carried the promise through
generations of struggle, exile, restoration, and expectation. Empires rose and
fell across the earth, yet the promise remained.

Then the moment arrived.
The Gospel of John begins by revealing who Jesus truly is.

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God.” — John 1:1

This statement connects the arrival of Jesus directly to the beginning of
creation itself.

The One entering the world was not merely a teacher or prophet.

He was the very Word through whom creation had come into existence.

Life and Light

John continues by describing the nature of Christ.

“In him was life; and the life was the light of men.” — John 1:4

From the beginning, life and light have always been connected to God.
In Genesis, the first act of creation was the introduction of light.

Now the same divine light appears again—this time in human form.

Jesus enters the world not merely to teach truth, but to reveal the very nature
of God to humanity.

The light that once filled the garden now walks among people.
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Light Shining in Darkness

Yet the world Christ entered was not the world of Eden.

Humanity had lived in darkness for centuries. Sin, corruption, and death had
shaped the human story. The intruders had spread across every culture and
nation.

Into this darkness the light appeared.

“And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.”
— John 1:5

Darkness could not extinguish the light.
But it also struggled to understand it.
Many people did not recognize who Jesus truly was.

The very world He created often rejected Him.

God Among Us

John describes the arrival of Christ with breathtaking simplicity.
“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.” — John 1:14
God stepped into the human story.

The Creator entered His own creation.

Jesus experienced life as humans do. He walked dusty roads, spoke with
ordinary people, healed the sick, and confronted the darkness that had
enslaved the world.

Wherever Jesus went, the effects of darkness began to retreat.
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Demons fled.
The sick were healed.
The hopeless found hope.

The light was reclaiming territory.

The Declaration of the Light

Jesus eventually spoke openly about who He was.

“I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness,
but shall have the light of life.” — John 8:12

This declaration was extraordinary.
Jesus was not simply offering guidance.
He was offering transformation.

Those who followed Him would no longer remain trapped in the darkness
that had dominated humanity since the garden.

They would receive the light of life.

The Conflict Between Light and Darkness

Not everyone welcomed the light.

Many religious leaders resisted Jesus’ teaching. Others feared the changes
His message would bring. Some simply preferred the darkness they already
knew.

Jesus explained this reaction clearly.

“Men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.” —
John 3:19

Light exposes what darkness tries to hide.
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When the light of Christ shines into the human heart, it reveals truth about
sin, pride, and rebellion. Some people embrace that truth.

Others reject it.
The arrival of Jesus intensified the conflict that began in the garden.
Light had entered the world.

Darkness would now resist it openly.

The Turning Point

The appearance of Christ marks the turning point in the entire human story.

Darkness had spread for generations. Humanity had struggled under the
weight of sin, death, and corruption.

Now the solution had arrived.
The Light was not merely shining from heaven.
It was walking among humanity.

And through this Light, God was preparing to confront the deepest problem
of all—the darkness within the human heart.
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Chapter 13 — The Kingdom of Light Begins

The Message of the Kingdom

When Jesus began His public ministry, His message was clear and direct.

“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and
believe the gospel.” — Mark 1:15

This announcement marked a turning point in history.

For centuries humanity had lived under the shadow of darkness. Sin had
spread through every generation, and the intruders of suffering, corruption,
and death had shaped the world.

Now Jesus declared that the Kingdom of God had come near.

The kingdom of light was beginning to appear within the dark world.

A Different Kind of Kingdom

The kingdom Jesus announced did not resemble earthly kingdoms.
It did not begin with armies, political power, or territorial conquest.
Instead, it began in the hearts of those who believed Him.

Where people repented and turned toward God, the rule of God began to take
hold. The kingdom of light advanced not through force, but through
transformation.

Jesus explained this reality during His ministry.

“The kingdom of God cometh not with observation... for, behold, the
kingdom of God 1s within you.” — Luke 17:20-21

The kingdom was not primarily geographical.

It was spiritual.
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Wherever the authority of Christ was accepted, the kingdom of light began
pushing back the darkness.

Signs of the Kingdom

Throughout His ministry, Jesus demonstrated the presence of this kingdom.

The blind received sight.
The sick were healed.
Demons were driven away.
The poor heard good news.

Each miracle revealed that the kingdom of darkness was being challenged.
Jesus explained this openly when critics questioned His authority.

“If I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come
unto you.” — Matthew 12:28

Every act of healing and restoration was a glimpse of the world as God
originally intended it.

The light was beginning to reclaim what darkness had damaged.

The King Himself

At the center of this kingdom stood Jesus Himself.
He was not merely announcing God’s kingdom.
He was its King.

Christ’s authority over nature, disease, sin, and spiritual forces demonstrated
that the power of darkness was limited.

The kingdom of light was advancing through the presence of the King.

But this kingdom would expand far beyond Jesus’ earthly ministry.
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He would soon entrust its work to those who followed Him.

The Mission of the Kingdom

Jesus called ordinary people to join Him.

Fishermen, tax collectors, and common men became His disciples. They were
invited not only to learn from Him, but to participate in the work of the
kingdom.

Jesus described their role clearly.
“Ye are the light of the world.” — Matthew 5:14

The light that had entered the world through Christ would now spread
through those who followed Him.

The kingdom of light would grow through the lives of believers.

The darkness that had dominated humanity for generations would now face a
new and expanding opposition.
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Chapter 14 — Living Between Two Kingdoms

Delivered From Darkness

When a person places faith in Christ, something profound happens.
They are no longer defined by the darkness that once shaped their life.
The Apostle Paul describes this transformation clearly.

“Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us
into the kingdom of his dear Son.” — Colossians 1:13

Through Christ, believers are rescued from the authority of darkness.
They become citizens of a different kingdom.

This change does not remove them from the world, but it changes their
allegiance within it.

Two Realities at Once

Christians now live within two realities.

They remain physically present in the world, which still carries the marks of
darkness. Yet spiritually they belong to the kingdom of God.

Jesus described this tension when speaking of His followers.
“They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.” — John 17:16
Believers live in the present world while belonging to another kingdom.

This dual existence shapes the Christian life.
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Children of Light

Because believers belong to the kingdom of God, their lives are meant to
reflect the light of that kingdom.

Paul describes this transformation.

“For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as
children of light.” — Ephesians 5:8

Christians are not merely people who believe certain truths.
They are people whose lives begin to display a different character.

Where darkness produces selfishness, hatred, and deception, the kingdom of
light produces love, truth, and righteousness.

This contrast becomes visible in everyday life.

The Ongoing Battle

Living between two kingdoms also means believers experience ongoing
conflict.

The world still operates under the influence of darkness. Temptation,
deception, and spiritual opposition remain real.

Paul describes this struggle clearly.

“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against... the rulers of the
darkness of this world.” — Ephesians 6:12

Christians are not merely observers in the conflict between light and
darkness.

They are participants.
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Their lives become places where the light of Christ confronts the darkness of
the world.

The Mission of the Light

Believers are not called simply to endure this dark world.
They are called to shine within it.
Jesus gave His followers a mission.

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and
glorify your Father which is in heaven.” — Matthew 5:16

Through love, truth, and faithfulness, believers reveal the presence of God’s
kingdom in a world still struggling with darkness.

The light that appeared in Christ now spreads through His people.

And one day, the struggle between the two kingdoms will finally come to an
end.
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Chapter 15 — The Mission of the Light

The Light Continues Through His People

When Jesus walked the earth, the light of God’s kingdom appeared in a
visible and powerful way. People saw the sick healed, the oppressed freed,
and the truth of God proclaimed openly.

But Jesus did not intend for that light to disappear when His earthly ministry
ended.

Instead, He entrusted that light to His followers.

“Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.” —
Matthew 5:14

This statement reveals the mission of every believer.
Christians are not merely recipients of light.
They are carriers of it.

The light that entered the world through Christ now spreads through those
who follow Him.

Bearing the Fruit of the Light

The presence of this light becomes visible through the character of a
believer’s life.

The Apostle Paul describes the evidence of the Spirit’s work.

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance.” — Galatians 5:22-23

These qualities do not arise naturally in a fallen world.

They grow where the Spirit of God is present.
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Where darkness produces hatred, bitterness, and selfish ambition, the Spirit
produces something entirely different.

Love replaces hostility.
Peace replaces turmoil.
Self-control replaces destructive desire.

These changes become visible evidence that the kingdom of light is present.

The fruit reveals the root.

Resisting the Pull of Darkness

Living as children of light does not remove believers from the temptations of
the world.

The darkness that surrounds humanity continues trying to influence the
human heart.

Because of this, Christians are repeatedly warned to remain alert.
“Abstain from all appearance of evil.” — 1 Thessalonians 5:22

“Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.” — Galatians
5:16

The Christian life includes an ongoing resistance to the influence of darkness.

Believers are called to guard their hearts, renew their minds, and remain
anchored in the truth of God’s word.

The battle between light and darkness continues within every human life.

Rescuing Those Still in Darkness

The mission of the light does not stop with personal transformation.

Believers are also called to help others find their way out of darkness.



75 of 94

Jesus described His own mission in these terms.

“The Son of man 1s come to seek and to save that which was lost.” — Luke
19:10

Those who follow Christ now share in that mission.

They speak the truth of the gospel. They demonstrate love to their neighbors.
They invite others to step out of darkness and into the light of Christ.

The message is simple but powerful.
The darkness that dominates the world does not have to remain.

The light has already come.

The Expanding Light
Every generation of believers continues this work.

The light spreads through acts of compassion, faithful witness, and lives
shaped by the Spirit of God.

Sometimes the progress may appear slow. Darkness still surrounds the world
in many places.

Yet every life transformed by Christ becomes another point of light in the
darkness.

And the promise of Scripture remains clear.
The light is growing.

And the darkness will not ultimately prevail.
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Chapter 15 — Carrying the Light in a Dark World

The Struggle of the Light-Bearer

When a person comes to Christ, the light of God enters their life.

They are delivered from the authority of darkness and brought into the
kingdom of God’s Son.

Yet something surprising quickly becomes clear.
The battle is not over.

The believer now lives in a world still deeply shaped by darkness.
Temptations remain. Old habits whisper. Pride quietly returns. Even sincere
followers of Christ sometimes stumble.

Scripture never hides this reality.
The Christian life is not effortless.

It is a daily walk that requires vigilance.

The Battle Within

One of the most honest descriptions of this struggle comes from the Apostle
Paul.

“For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do.”
— Romans 7:19

Paul is not describing an unbeliever. He is describing the internal conflict
experienced by someone who loves God yet still lives in a fallen body.

The believer has received the light.
But the old nature has not yet disappeared.

This creates tension within the heart.
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The spirit longs for righteousness.

The flesh often resists it.

The Temptation to Take Shortcuts

Because of this tension, believers sometimes try to accomplish God’s work in
their own strength.

Instead of patiently trusting God’s timing, people attempt to “help” Him.
Scripture records many examples of this mistake.

Abraham believed God’s promise of a son, yet he attempted to secure the
promise through human effort with Hagar.

“Sarai said unto Abram... go in unto my maid.” — Genesis 16:2
The result created conflict that lasted generations.

Even faithful believers can fall into the trap of trying to force God’s purposes
through human methods.

But the kingdom of light does not advance through human control.

It advances through obedience and trust.

The Danger of Pride

Another danger for those carrying the light is pride.

When believers begin walking faithfully, it can become tempting to view
themselves as stronger or wiser than others.

Yet pride itself was the original doorway through which darkness entered the
human story.

Scripture repeatedly warns believers about this danger.
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“Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.” — 1
Corinthians 10:12

Even mature Christians must remain humble.
The light they carry does not originate from themselves.

It comes from God.

The Need for Vigilance

Because the believer still lives in a dark world, Scripture calls for
watchfulness.

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion,
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.” — 1 Peter 5:8

The enemy who introduced deception in the garden continues using the same
strategy today.

Lies.

Distractions.

Half-truths.

Small compromises that slowly dim the light.

Without vigilance, even sincere believers can drift.

The Light Within

The good news is that Christians are not left to fight this battle alone.

When someone comes to Christ, God places His own Spirit within them.
The Holy Spirit becomes the believer’s guide, helper, and source of strength.

Jesus promised this before His departure.
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“The Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost... he shall teach you all things.” —
John 14:26

The light that believers carry does not depend on their own ability.

It depends on the presence of God within them.

Walking in the Spirit

Because of this, the Christian life is not about trying harder.
It is about walking with the Spirit of God.

Paul explains the difference clearly.

“Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.” — Galatians
5:16

The believer’s strength does not come from discipline alone.
It comes from dependence.
The Spirit guides, convicts, strengthens, and corrects.

When believers remain close to the light, they gain the strength needed to
resist the darkness.

Progress, Not Perfection

The journey of faith is rarely smooth.

Even faithful believers experience setbacks.

Yet Scripture consistently encourages perseverance rather than perfection.
Growth happens over time.

The light becomes clearer as believers continue walking with Christ.
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Each step of obedience strengthens the next.

Each moment of humility deepens trust.

The Christian life is not defined by flawless performance.
It is defined by continual return to the light.

And through the Spirit of God working within them, believers gain the
strength to keep shining in a dark world.
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Chapter 16 — Darkness Defeated, Yet Still Present

The Decisive Victory

When Jesus went to the cross, something happened that many people did not
immediately understand.

To the outside observer, it looked like defeat.

The Son of God was rejected by His own people, condemned by earthly
authorities, and executed on a Roman cross.

But Scripture reveals that the cross was not defeat.
It was victory.
The Apostle Paul describes what happened in spiritual terms.

“And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them
openly, triumphing over them in it.” — Colossians 2:15

Through the cross, Christ disarmed the spiritual powers of darkness.
The authority Satan gained through deception in the garden was broken.
The debt of sin was paid.

The power of death was defeated.

From that moment forward, the final outcome of the conflict between light
and darkness was no longer uncertain.

The victory had been secured.

The Turning Point of History

The resurrection of Jesus confirmed that the victory was real.

Death itself could not hold Him.
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“Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more
dominion over him.” — Romans 6:9

This moment marked the turning point of human history.

The intruders that entered through the fall—sin, deception, and death—had
been confronted directly by the Light of the world.

Christ had overcome them.
The war had been decided.
Yet something curious remained.

Darkness did not immediately disappear.

Why Darkness Still Exists

If Christ has already won, why does the world still appear so dark?

Why do suffering, corruption, and deception continue?

Scripture explains that believers now live in a period between two moments.
The victory has already been accomplished.

But the final removal of darkness has not yet occurred.

The New Testament describes Satan as a defeated enemy who still operates
within the present world.

“The whole world lieth in wickedness.” — 1 John 5:19

The ruler of this world has been judged, but the full consequences of that
judgment are still unfolding.
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The Already and the Not Yet

Jesus often spoke about the Kingdom of God in ways that reflected this
tension.

The kingdom had already arrived through His ministry.

Yet it would also come in fullness at a future time.

Believers now live within this overlap.

The kingdom of light has begun.

But the final restoration of creation is still ahead.

This is why the Christian life sometimes feels like living between two worlds.
The victory is real.

But the battle continues.

The Defeated Enemy

Understanding this tension helps believers interpret the struggles of the
present world.

Darkness still attempts to influence humanity.
Deception still spreads.

Suffering still appears.

But these forces no longer possess ultimate authority.
They operate within a limited time.

The cross has already sealed their fate.

Scripture promises that Christ will ultimately remove every trace of the
darkness that entered the world through the fall.
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The Final End of Darkness

The Bible concludes with a picture that mirrors the beginning of Genesis.
Creation is restored.

God again dwells with humanity.

And darkness finally disappears.

“There shall be no night there.” — Revelation 22:5

The story that began in the garden will end in a garden-like city where the
light of God fills everything.

The intruders that once corrupted creation will be gone forever.
The victory Christ secured will be fully revealed.

Until that day, believers continue living between two realities.
The darkness is still present.

But it has already been defeated.
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Chapter 17 — The End of Darkness

The Story Comes Full Circle

The Bible begins with light.
“And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.” — Genesis 1:3

From the beginning, light symbolized the presence, truth, and life of God.
Humanity lived within that light in the garden, enjoying unhindered
fellowship with the Creator.

But through deception and rebellion, darkness entered the human story.

Sin spread across generations. Death followed close behind. The intruders
that disrupted God’s good creation shaped the world humanity has known
ever since.

Yet the Bible never presents darkness as the final chapter.
From the moment of the fall, God began moving the story toward restoration.

The final pages of Scripture reveal where that story leads.

A New Heaven and a New Earth

The book of Revelation describes the culmination of God’s plan.

After the defeat of evil and the final judgment, God creates a renewed world
where the effects of sin are removed.

The Apostle John describes what he saw.

“And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first
earth were passed away.” — Revelation 21:1

This is not merely a repaired version of the old world.

It is a fully restored creation.
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Everything that entered through the fall —death, sorrow, suffering, and
corruption— will be removed.

God Dwelling With His People

The most remarkable feature of the restored creation is the return of
something humanity lost in the garden.

Direct fellowship with God.

“Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them.” —
Revelation 21:3

In Eden, God walked with humanity.

In the new creation, that relationship will be restored completely.
No barrier of sin will remain.

No shame will drive people to hide.

The broken relationship that began in Genesis will finally be healed.

No More Intruders

The intruders that once plagued creation will disappear.
John describes the removal of the deepest sources of human suffering.

“And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain.’
— Revelation 21:4

b

These words reveal the complete reversal of the fall.

Death will vanish.
Grief will disappear.
Pain will no longer exist.
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Everything that once intruded into God’s good creation will be gone.

The world will finally reflect the design God intended from the beginning.

The Return of Perfect Light

The restored creation is described using imagery that echoes the very first
chapter of the Bible.

Light fills everything.
Yet the source of this light is not the sun.

“The city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon... for the glory of God
did lighten it.” — Revelation 21:23

God Himself becomes the light of the new creation.
Darkness has no place there.
The final verse describing this reality makes the promise unmistakably clear.

“And there shall be no night there... for the Lord God giveth them light.” —
Revelation 22:5

The darkness that once entered the human story will be gone forever.

Back to the Garden

The closing chapters of Revelation reveal something beautiful.
The story of the Bible ends where it began.
With a garden.

“And he shewed me a pure river of water of life... and on either side of the
river was there the tree of life.” — Revelation 22:1-2

The tree of life that once stood in Eden appears again in the restored creation.
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Humanity is finally welcomed back into the presence of God.

The long story of darkness, redemption, and restoration reaches its
conclusion.

The garden lost in Genesis becomes the garden restored in Revelation.

The Light That Never Fades

From the first chapter of Genesis to the final pages of Revelation, the Bible
tells one consistent story.

God created a world filled with light.
Darkness entered through deception and rebellion.
But God never abandoned His creation.

Through His promises, His people, and ultimately through Christ, the light
began reclaiming what darkness had stolen.

And in the end, the victory of the light will be complete.
The darkness that once dominated the world will disappear.
God’s creation will once again live fully in His light.

Forever.



91 of 94

Epilogue — Understanding the Intruders

The Story Behind the Struggle

Every person who lives long enough begins asking the same question.
Why does the world feel so broken?

Grief appears when we least expect it. Disease touches families that seem
undeserving. Violence erupts between neighbors and nations. Deception
spreads easily. Even our own hearts often struggle between what is right and
what feels easier.

Many people assume these things are simply part of life.
But Scripture tells a different story.
The world we experience today is not the world God originally created.

In the beginning there was light, harmony, and life. Humanity lived in
fellowship with its Creator. The earth functioned according to God’s design.

Darkness entered later.

Through deception, rebellion, and the rejection of God’s authority, the human
story changed. Sin fractured the relationship between God and mankind.
Death followed. Corruption spread across the world.

What we experience today is a creation that has been invaded by things that
were never meant to be there.

The Intruders

Throughout this series we have used a simple word to describe these realities.
Intruders.

Sin is an intruder.
Death is an intruder.
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Grief 1s an intruder.
Disease is an intruder.
Deception and corruption are intruders.

None of these things existed in God’s original creation.
They entered the human story through darkness.

And ever since that moment, humanity has lived in a world shaped by their
presence.

Understanding this truth changes the way we see the world.
The brokenness around us is not normal.

It is the result of something that went wrong.

Why This Matters

When people misunderstand the source of the world’s problems, they often
search for the wrong solutions.

Some try to fix humanity through politics.

Others trust education, technology, or economic progress to repair the human
condition.

While these things may improve certain aspects of life, none of them can
address the deeper issue.

The problem of darkness begins in the human heart.

This is why the story of the Bible does not end with judgment or destruction.
It moves toward redemption.

God did not abandon His creation to the intruders.

He sent the Light.
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The Light That Confronts the Darkness

Jesus entered the world as the Light of God.

He revealed truth, confronted deception, and demonstrated the power of
God’s kingdom. Through His death and resurrection, He defeated the deepest
powers of darkness.

The victory has already begun.

Believers now live as children of the light in a world that still struggles with
darkness.

The intruders remain present for now, but their authority has been broken.

One day they will disappear completely.

The Purpose of This Series

The Intruders in God’s Good Garden series explores these realities from
different angles.

Each book examines one of the intruders that entered the human story and
explains how it affects our present world.

Some books explore grief.
Others examine sin, deception, or suffering.
Still others look at the spiritual conflict that shapes human history.

Together they tell a single story.
The world was created good.
Darkness entered.

Intruders followed.

But the Light has come.
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And the story is moving toward restoration.

Living in the Light

Understanding this story changes the way believers live.

Christians are not merely people waiting to escape a broken world.
They are citizens of the kingdom of light.

They carry the message of hope into a world still searching for answers.
They resist the darkness that surrounds them.

They bear the fruit of the Spirit.

They invite others to step out of darkness and into the light of Christ.
The final chapter of the story has already been written.

The darkness will not last forever.

The garden will return.

And the light of God will fill creation once again.

Until that day, the mission remains the same.

Walk in the light.
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