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The Book of Acts
The Word Unstoppable

Book Introduction

The Book of Acts is the second volume written by Luke. Where the Gospel of
Luke carefully recorded what Jesus began to do and teach (Acts 1:1), Acts
records what the risen and ascended Christ continues to do through His
Spirit-empowered witnesses.

Acts is not a detached chronicle of early Christian history. It is historical
narrative with theological intention. Luke writes to show continuity — not
discontinuity — between the ministry of Jesus and the mission of the Church.
The same Lord who taught in Galilee now reigns from heaven. The same
power that worked through Him now works through His people.

The hinge of the entire book is Acts 1:8:

“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
end of the earth.”

This verse provides the structural outline:
e Jerusalem (Acts 1-7)
e Judea and Samaria (Acts 8—12)
e To the ends of the earth (Acts 13-28)

Acts unfolds geographically and theologically at the same time. The Word
advances outward. Opposition intensifies. The Word advances further.

The Holy Spirit is central. Not as an abstract force, but as the promised gift of
the ascended Christ. The Spirit empowers proclamation, directs mission,
convicts hearers, appoints leaders, and sustains endurance under persecution.
Acts does not minimize human obedience, but neither does it confuse
initiative. The mission belongs to Christ. The Church participates.
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The early chapters focus on Peter and the Jerusalem church. The middle
section shows the Gospel crossing long-standing ethnic boundaries — first to
Samaritans, then decisively to Gentiles. The latter half centers on Paul’s
missionary journeys and eventual imprisonment. Yet even in chains, the Word
continues to spread.

Repeated summary statements punctuate the narrative:
e “The Lord added to their number”
e “The word of God continued to increase”
e “The churches were strengthened”

Acts ends without formal resolution. Paul remains under guard in Rome, yet
he proclaims the kingdom of God “with all boldness and without hindrance”
(Acts 28:31). The narrative stops, but the mission does not.

Acts reveals:

The ascended Christ still reigning.

The Spirit empowering witness.

The Church forming under pressure.
The Gospel crossing boundaries.

The Word advancing despite resistance.

Acts 1S movement.

And the movement is not human ambition.
It is divine purpose unfolding through faithful obedience.
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Acts — Chapter 1

1) Chapter Overview

Acts opens in Jerusalem, in the days between resurrection and ascension.
Jesus appears to His apostles over forty days, speaking about the kingdom of
God. The crucified One is alive. The mission is not suspended. It is clarified.

This chapter establishes the foundation for everything that follows:
e The resurrection confirmed
e The kingdom proclaimed
e The Spirit promised
e The ascension accomplished
e The apostolic witness prepared

The disciples ask about the restoration of the kingdom to Israel. Jesus does
not correct their expectation of kingdom restoration — He corrects their
timing. The mission will precede the visible consummation.

Acts 1:8 becomes the structural key: power, witness, geographic expansion.

The Spirit has not yet come. The Church is not yet publicly formed. But
preparation is underway.

Before expansion begins, obedience is tested in waiting.

The chapter concludes with the replacement of Judas. The Twelve must be
restored to completeness. Apostolic witness must be grounded in resurrection
testimony.

The Word has not yet advanced outward.
But the stage is set.

2) Key Verse(s)
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Mission Clarified

“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you
will be my witnesses...” (Acts 1:8)

Ascended Authority
“He was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.” (Acts 1:9)
Kingdom Focus Maintained

“It 1s not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his
own authority.” (Acts 1:7)

Apostolic Witness Defined

“A witness to his resurrection.” (Acts 1:22)

3) Main Teachings & Doctrinal Truths
1. The Risen Christ Continues His Work

Luke reminds Theophilus that his first volume concerned what Jesus began to
do and teach (1:1). The implication is deliberate: Jesus’ work did not end at
the ascension.

The ascension is not withdrawal. It is enthronement.

The mission proceeds under His authority. Acts unfolds under the reign of the
ascended Lord.

2. The Kingdom of God Remains Central

Jesus speaks about the kingdom during the forty days (1:3). The disciples’
question about Israel’s restoration reveals expectation, but also limitation.

The kingdom will indeed be restored — but through global witness before
visible consummation.
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Mission precedes manifestation.

3. The Spirit Is Essential for Witness

“You will receive power...”

The apostles are eyewitnesses of the resurrection, yet they are commanded to
wait. Experience alone is insufficient. Calling alone is insufficient.

The Spirit empowers effective witness.

Acts will repeatedly show that proclamation without fearlessness, clarity, and
fruitfulness flows from the Spirit’s presence.

The Church is not self-initiating. It is Spirit-empowered.

4. Witness Is Resurrection-Centered

The qualification for Judas’ replacement is specific: one who has
accompanied Jesus and can testify to the resurrection (1:21-22).

Apostolic authority is tied to resurrection witness.

The Church’s message will not be moral reform or national revival. It will be
the risen Christ.

5. God’s Sovereignty Operates Through Human Obedience

Peter interprets Judas’ betrayal through Scripture (Psalms cited in 1:20).
Human betrayal did not derail divine purpose.

Yet the apostles act. They pray. They appoint.
God’s sovereignty does not eliminate responsibility. It works through it.

Acts will consistently demonstrate this tension without dissolving it.
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4) Hidden or Overlooked Detail

The disciples are told to wait in Jerusalem — the very city that rejected and
crucified their Lord.

The mission begins in the place of opposition.
Jerusalem is not avoided. It is confronted.

Acts does not present retreat from hostility. It presents Spirit-empowered
witness in its midst.

5) Application for Today

Acts 1 confronts the modern tendency toward premature action.

Before strategy comes surrender.
Before movement comes dependence.
Before proclamation comes power.

The Church does not generate its own momentum. It receives power and
bears witness.

We also live between promise and fulfillment. The kingdom 1is certain. The
timing is not ours.

The ascended Christ still reigns.
The Spirit still empowers.
The mission still stands.

The question is not whether the kingdom will come.
The question is whether we are faithful witnesses while we wait.

6) Prayer Focus
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Lord Jesus,

You reign even when unseen.

Teach us to wait in obedience,

to depend on Your Spirit,

and to bear faithful witness to Your resurrection
where You have placed us.

Amen.
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Acts — Chapter 2

1) Chapter Overview

The waiting ends.

The Spirit promised in Chapter 1 is poured out in power. The disciples are
gathered in Jerusalem at Pentecost — a feast marked by harvest and
remembrance of God’s covenant faithfulness. Into that setting comes wind,
fire, and speech.

The Spirit descends. The Church is publicly formed. The Word is proclaimed.

What follows is not confusion but clarity. The miracle of languages signals
not chaos but communication. Devout Jews from many nations hear the
mighty works of God in their own tongues.

Peter stands. A speech defines the moment. Joel is fulfilled. David is
interpreted. Jesus is proclaimed as crucified and risen Lord.

The Spirit convicts. The hearers are cut to the heart. Repentance is
commanded. Three thousand are added.

The chapter closes with the first portrait of the Jerusalem church — devoted
to the apostles’ teaching, fellowship, breaking of bread, and prayers.

The Word advances.
The Church forms.
Opposition will come — but first comes explosive growth.

2) Key Verse(s)
The Spirit Given

“And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit...” (Acts 2:4)
Prophecy Fulfilled
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“In the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all
flesh.” (Acts 2:17)

Christ Exalted

“God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”
(Acts 2:36)

Church Formed

“And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being
saved.” (Acts 2:47)

3) Main Teachings & Doctrinal Truths
1. The Outpouring of the Spirit Marks the Last Days

Peter interprets Pentecost through Joel 2. This is not an isolated spiritual
experience. It is covenant fulfillment.

The “last days” begin not with collapse but with outpouring.

The Spirit’s coming signals that the age of promise has moved into the age of
fulfillment. The Messiah has come. The Spirit is given.

Acts will repeatedly show that the Spirit is not optional to Christian life. He is
constitutive of it.

2. The Gospel Is Proclaimed Publicly and Boldly

Peter, who denied Christ weeks earlier, now proclaims Him openly.
The Spirit produces courage.
The sermon is structured around Scripture and centered on Jesus:

e His life attested by God



11 of 170

* His crucifixion within divine plan

e  His resurrection foretold in Psalm 16

e His exaltation at the right hand of God (Psalm 110)
Resurrection and lordship define the message.

Acts does not present a vague spirituality. It presents a crucified and risen
Christ proclaimed in history.

3. Human Responsibility and Divine Sovereignty Intersect

Peter declares:

“You crucified”
and
“according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God” (2:23)

Acts does not soften either reality.

Human guilt is real.
Divine purpose is fixed.

The cross was not accident. It was ordained. Yet those who rejected Christ are
called to repent.

This pattern will recur throughout Acts.

4. Repentance and Baptism Mark Entry into the Community

“Repent and be baptized...”

The response to the Gospel is not intellectual assent alone. It is repentance —
a turning — and public identification with Christ.

Forgiveness and the gift of the Spirit accompany this response.



12 of 170

Salvation in Acts is personal but not private. It brings incorporation into the
visible community of believers.

S. The Church Is Formed Around Word and Fellowship

The summary description in verses 42—47 is foundational.
They devoted themselves to:
e The apostles’ teaching
e Fellowship
e Breaking of bread
* Prayers
The Church is Word-centered and prayer-dependent.
Generosity flows naturally. Unity is evident. Awe fills the community.

Growth 1s not manufactured. “The Lord added.”

4) Hidden or Overlooked Detail

The miracle at Pentecost is not ecstatic speech detached from comprehension.
The emphasis is repeatedly on hearing “in our own language.”
The Spirit does not obscure the message. He clarifies it.

The reversal is deliberate. Where human pride once fractured language at
Babel, here divine grace enables understanding.

Acts begins the outward movement by restoring communication across
boundaries.

5) Application for Today
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Acts 2 confronts assumptions about both power and church life.
The Spirit’s work is not spectacle for its own sake. It drives proclamation.

Bold preaching remains central. Scripture anchors interpretation. Christ
remains the focus.

Church life is not built on preference but on devotion to teaching, fellowship,
prayer, and shared life.

Growth 1s the Lord’s work.

The question for the modern church is not how to manufacture momentum,
but whether we are devoted to the means God has ordained.

The Spirit empowers.
The Word is proclaimed.
The Lord adds.

6) The Garden-to-Garden Arc

Pentecost signals that restoration is no longer confined to one nation. The
Spirit is poured out on “all flesh,” initiating the gathering of a people from
many languages and lands. The fractured world begins to hear again — not
in uniformity, but in shared understanding under one risen Lord.

7) Prayer Focus

Holy Spirit,

Fill Your Church with boldness and clarity.

Keep us devoted to the Word, to prayer, and to one another.
Make Christ known through us

as You build Your people.

Amen.
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Acts — Chapter 3

1) Chapter Overview

The movement that began at Pentecost now encounters public opposition.

Peter and John go to the temple at the hour of prayer. A man lame from birth
sits at the Beautiful Gate, asking for alms. What follows is not planned
evangelistic strategy. It is providential encounter.

The man is healed in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth.
The miracle gathers a crowd. The Word is proclaimed.

Peter interprets the healing immediately. It is not his power. It is not human
piety. It is the authority of the risen Christ.

The speech centers again on resurrection, fulfillment of Scripture, and the call
to repentance.

This chapter remains within Jerusalem. The Word advances publicly. A sign
authenticates the message. The leadership will respond in Chapter 4.

The pattern becomes clear:

Power displayed.

Christ proclaimed.
Repentance commanded.
Opposition looming.

2) Key Verse(s)

Power in the Name

“In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!” (Acts 3:6)
Christ Glorified
“God has glorified his servant Jesus.” (Acts 3:13)
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Resurrection Witness
“You killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead.” (Acts 3:15)
Repentance Commanded

“Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out.” (Acts
3:19)

3) Main Teachings & Doctrinal Truths
1. Miracles Authenticate the Risen Christ

The healing of the lame man is not presented as an isolated act of
compassion, though it certainly includes mercy. It is a sign pointing to the
authority of Jesus.

Peter is explicit:
“Why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we have made
him walk?” (3:12)

The miracle directs attention upward.

Acts consistently shows that signs serve proclamation. They confirm the
message of Christ’s exaltation.

2. The Name of Jesus Carries Authority

The man is healed “by faith in his name” (3:16).

In Acts, the “name” is not formula. It represents authority and identity. To act
in the name of Jesus is to act under His lordship.

The crucified Nazarene is not a defeated teacher. He is the exalted Servant of
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

The title “Servant” echoes Isaiah’s Servant Songs. Luke intentionally ties
Jesus’ suffering and exaltation to Old Testament fulfillment.
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3. Human Guilt and Divine Mercy Stand Together

Peter does not soften the charge:

“You denied the Holy and Righteous One.”
“You killed the Author of life.”

Yet he also declares:
“I know that you acted in ignorance” (3:17).

Ignorance does not remove guilt, but it opens the door for mercy.

God fulfills what He foretold through the prophets — that His Christ would
suffer (3:18).

Again, sovereignty and responsibility are held together without dilution.

4. Repentance Brings Restoration

The call is clear:
Repent and turn back.

The result is described in covenantal language:

e Sins blotted out

e Times of refreshing

e The sending of the Christ appointed
The healing of the lame man becomes a visible sign of deeper restoration.
Physical wholeness anticipates spiritual renewal.

Acts presents salvation not merely as escape from judgment, but as
restoration under the reign of Christ.

5. The Abrahamic Promise Is Expanding
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Peter concludes by referencing the covenant with Abraham:

“In your offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed” (3:25).
The Gospel preached in Jerusalem is already oriented outward.

Israel is addressed first. The blessing is destined for all families.

The movement toward the nations is not innovation. It is fulfillment.

4) Hidden or Overlooked Detail

The man was lame “from birth” and laid daily at the temple gate (3:2).
For years, he sat at the entrance to worship — near but not fully participating.

The healing occurs at the temple and results in the man “walking and leaping
and praising God” inside it.

The sign subtly confronts the religious establishment. Restoration is
occurring in the very place that rejected its Messiah.

The temple courts become the stage for resurrection witness.

5) Application for Today

Acts 3 reminds the Church that mercy and proclamation are not rivals.

Compassion opens doors.
Proclamation explains power.

Miracles do not replace the message. They point to it.

The name of Jesus remains central. Authority does not lie in technique,
personality, or reputation.

We also must hold together truth and mercy. Sin must be named. Repentance
must be called for. Yet the offer of forgiveness must be clear.
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The risen Christ restores what is broken — not only bodies, but lives.

The Word advances publicly.
The cost of boldness will soon follow.

6) Prayer Focus

Risen Lord,

Give us boldness to speak in Your name.
Keep us from seeking credit for Your power.
Grant repentance and refreshing

where Your Word is proclaimed.

Amen.
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Acts — Chapter 4

1) Chapter Overview

The public proclamation of Chapter 3 now meets formal resistance.

While Peter is still speaking in the temple courts, the priests, the captain of
the temple, and the Sadducees intervene. The issue is explicit: they are
“greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in
Jesus the resurrection from the dead.”

The apostles are arrested.

Yet even before the hearing takes place, Luke inserts a summary: many who
heard believed. The number of men comes to about five thousand.

The Word advances under arrest.

Peter and John stand before the Sanhedrin — the same council that
condemned Jesus. The setting is judicial. The question is direct: “By what
power or by what name did you do this?”

Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, answers without hesitation.

The healing of the lame man is undeniable. The name of Jesus is proclaimed
as exclusive and saving.

The council threatens but cannot punish severely, fearing the people. The
apostles are released.

The Church gathers — not for strategy, but for prayer.

The chapter concludes with a prayer for boldness, a fresh filling of the Spirit,
unity of heart, and continued proclamation.

Opposition intensifies.
Boldness increases.
The Word advances further.
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2) Key Verse(s)

Spirit-Filled Witness

“Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them...” (Acts 4:8)
Christ Alone Saves

“There is salvation in no one else.” (Acts 4:12)

Courage Under Threat

“We cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.” (Acts 4:20)
Boldness Granted

“They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of
God with boldness.” (Acts 4:31)

3) Main Teachings & Doctrinal Truths
1. Resurrection Is the Point of Contention

The Sadducees deny the resurrection. Peter proclaims it.
The conflict is not over ethics, charity, or reform. It is over the risen Christ.

Acts consistently reveals that the resurrection is central to apostolic preaching
and central to opposition.

A crucified teacher can be tolerated. A risen Lord cannot.

2. The Spirit Grants Courage in Confrontation

Peter stands before the highest religious authority in Israel — the same court
that condemned Jesus.

Luke explicitly notes: “filled with the Holy Spirit.”
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Boldness is not personality-driven. It is Spirit-given.

The Spirit does not remove opposition. He empowers clarity within it.

3. Christ’s Exclusive Authority Is Proclaimed

Peter cites Psalm 118:
“The stone that was rejected by you, the builders...”

Rejection did not nullify divine choice.

The declaration is absolute:
“There is salvation in no one else.”

Acts does not present pluralistic inclusion. It presents a singular Savior.

The exclusivity is not arrogance. It is theological conviction grounded in
resurrection.

4. Obedience to God Supersedes Human Command

The council commands silence.

Peter and John answer plainly:
“Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God,
you must judge.”

Civil authority is acknowledged but not ultimate.

When commanded to contradict divine commission, obedience to God
prevails.

Acts introduces a principle that will recur: faithful witness under restriction.

5. The Church Responds to Pressure with Prayer

Upon release, the believers do not organize protest or retreat in fear.
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They pray.

Their prayer is rooted in Psalm 2. They interpret opposition through
Scripture:

The nations rage.
The rulers gather.
God remains sovereign.

They do not pray for safety.
They pray for boldness.

The answer comes immediately — the place is shaken, and they speak the
Word with boldness.

Dependence, not defensiveness, marks the Church.

6. Unity and Generosity Flow from Shared Mission

The closing summary describes believers as “of one heart and soul.”

Possessions are held loosely. Needs are met. The apostles bear witness “with
great power.”

Mission and unity are intertwined.

The Spirit not only empowers proclamation but shapes community.

4) Hidden or Overlooked Detail

The council observes that Peter and John are “uneducated, common men” —
and they recognize that they had been with Jesus (4:13).

Their authority is not institutional credential. It is association with Christ.
The transformation is undeniable.

The same men who fled at arrest now stand publicly unafraid.
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Acts quietly highlights continuity: the risen Christ continues His work
through those formed by Him.

S) Application for Today

Acts 4 confronts the Church with questions of allegiance and boldness.
When cultural or institutional pressure arises, what governs speech?

Silence may preserve comfort.
Obedience preserves faithfulness.

Prayer must precede proclamation.

The early Church did not seek cultural dominance. They sought courage to
speak truthfully.

Unity strengthened witness. Generosity reinforced credibility.

The ascended Christ still reigns over hostile authorities.
The Spirit still grants boldness.
The Word still advances through faithful speech.

The question remains:
Will we speak what we have seen and heard?

6) Prayer Focus

Sovereign Lord,

Grant us courage when obedience is costly.
Root our confidence in Your risen Son.

Unite Your people in heart and purpose.

Fill us with Your Spirit

that we may speak Your Word with boldness.
Amen.
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Acts — Chapter 5

1) Chapter Overview

The external pressure of Chapter 4 is followed by internal testing.

As the Jerusalem church grows in unity and generosity, a couple — Ananias
and Sapphira — attempt to imitate sacrificial giving while secretly
withholding part of the proceeds. The issue is not percentage. It is deception.

Peter confronts the lie. Both fall dead.
Great fear comes upon the whole church.

The Word does not advance through sentimentality. It advances through
holiness.

Signs and wonders continue among the apostles. The people hold them in
high esteem. Believers are added in increasing numbers.

Opposition escalates. The apostles are arrested again — this time imprisoned.

During the night, an angel releases them and commands them to continue
speaking “all the words of this Life.”

They return to the temple at daybreak.

The Sanhedrin gathers to try them — only to discover the prison empty and
the apostles teaching publicly again.

Peter repeats the central confession:
“We must obey God rather than men.”

The council is enraged. Gamaliel advises caution, arguing that if the
movement 1s from God, it cannot be overthrown.

The apostles are beaten, charged not to speak in Jesus’ name, and released.

They depart rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for
the Name.
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The chapter ends as it began — with daily teaching in the temple and from
house to house.

The Word advances.
Holiness preserved.
Opposition intensified.
Joy sustained.

2) Key Verse(s)

Holiness Defended

“You have not lied to man but to God.” (Acts 5:4)
Life Proclaimed

“Go and stand in the temple and speak to the people all the words of this
Life.” (Acts 5:20)

Obedience Declared
“We must obey God rather than men.” (Acts 5:29)
Joy in Suffering

“Rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the Name.”
(Acts 5:41)

3) Main Teachings & Doctrinal Truths

1. The Spirit Is Not to Be Manipulated

Ananias and Sapphira’s sin is deliberate deception.

Peter identifies it clearly:
“Why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit?”

The Church is Spirit-formed. To falsify devotion within it is not trivial.
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The judgment is severe. Luke does not soften it.
Acts establishes early that the Spirit’s presence brings both power and purity.

Growth without integrity would corrupt the mission.

2. The Fear of the Lord Guards the Church

Twice Luke notes that “great fear”” came upon all who heard.
This fear is not panic. It is reverent recognition of God’s holiness.

The same God who grants mercy at Pentecost defends truth within His
people.

Acts presents a Church marked by both grace and gravity.

3. Signs Confirm Apostolic Witness

Many signs and wonders are done among the people.

The apostles are publicly visible in Solomon’s Portico. The people esteem
them, though some hesitate to join.

The Word spreads through both proclamation and visible works of mercy.
The growth is summarized: “more than ever believers were added.”

Opposition does not halt expansion.

4. Divine Sovereignty Overrules Confinement

The apostles are imprisoned — yet released by an angel.

The command given is specific:
“Speak all the words of this Life.”

The message is not adjusted to avoid arrest. It is reaffirmed.
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The council discovers locked doors, guarded cells — and empty space.

Human restriction cannot bind divine commission.

5. Obedience May Include Suffering

Peter’s declaration echoes Chapter 4 but intensifies it.

The apostles are flogged — physically punished — before release.
Their response is striking: rejoicing.

Suffering is not sought. It is accepted as part of fidelity.

Acts consistently presents suffering not as contradiction of mission, but as
accompaniment to it.

6. God’s Purpose Cannot Be Overthrown

Gamaliel’s counsel is cautious but insightful:

“If this plan is of man, it will fail.
But if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them.”

Though spoken by a cautious Pharisee, the statement reflects a theological
reality that frames the book.

The movement continues because it originates from God.

4) Hidden or Overlooked Detail

The angel instructs the apostles to return to the temple — the very center of
authority that arrested them.

Release is not escape. It is redirection.

The place of confrontation becomes the place of renewed proclamation.
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Acts repeatedly shows that retreat is not the pattern. Faithful return is.

S) Application for Today

Acts 5 challenges shallow conceptions of church life.

Growth does not excuse compromise.
Generosity does not replace integrity.
Power does not eliminate suffering.

The Spirit’s presence demands truthfulness.

When obedience leads to hardship, joy remains possible — not because pain
1s denied, but because allegiance is secure.

The Church today must ask:

Are we guarding holiness within?
Are we speaking “all the words of this Life”?
Do we rejoice in faithfulness more than we fear resistance?

The Word advances when purity and courage are preserved.

6) Prayer Focus

Holy God,

Guard Your Church from hypocrisy.
Grant us reverent fear and joyful courage.
When obedience brings opposition,
strengthen us to remain faithful

to the Name above every name.

Amen.
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Acts — Chapter 6

1) Chapter Overview

The Word continues to increase — but internal strain emerges.

As the number of disciples multiplies in Jerusalem, a complaint arises.
Greek-speaking widows are being neglected in the daily distribution. The
tension is not doctrinal but practical — yet it threatens unity along cultural
lines within the church.

The apostles respond with clarity. They will not abandon prayer and the
ministry of the Word to oversee food distribution. Instead, seven men of good
reputation, full of the Spirit and wisdom, are appointed to serve.

The result is structural formation within the Church.

The Word is protected.

Unity is preserved.

The number of disciples increases greatly.
Even priests become obedient to the faith.

The chapter then narrows its focus to one of the seven — Stephen. He is
described as full of grace and power, performing great wonders and signs.

Opposition rises again. False witnesses are stirred. Stephen is seized and
brought before the council.

The chapter closes with a striking detail: those who look at him see his face
“like the face of an angel.”

The Word has increased.
The Church has structured.
Opposition prepares to intensify.

2) Key Verse(s)

Priorities Clarified
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“We will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” (Acts
6:4)

Growth Continues

“And the word of God continued to increase...” (Acts 6:7)
Spirit-Filled Servants

“Full of the Spirit and of wisdom.” (Acts 6:3)

Grace Under Accusation

“His face was like the face of an angel.” (Acts 6:15)

3) Main Teachings & Doctrinal Truths
1. Growth Requires Order

The complaint of neglected widows is not dismissed.
The early Church does not deny the problem. It addresses it deliberately.

Spiritual vitality does not eliminate administrative need. Expansion demands
structure.

Acts demonstrates that organization is not opposition to the Spirit — it is
stewardship under Him.

2. The Ministry of the Word and Prayer Must Remain Central

The apostles’ decision is not indifference to service. It is protection of calling.
They refuse to abandon prayer and the Word.

Acts consistently elevates proclamation and prayer as non-negotiable
foundations.

When these are neglected, the mission weakens.
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When they are preserved, the Word increases.

3. Servant Leadership Is Spirit-Qualified

The seven are not chosen merely for efficiency. They must be:
e Of good reputation
e Full of the Spirit
e Full of wisdom

Even practical ministry requires spiritual maturity.

The Church’s visible unity depends on Spirit-formed character.

Stephen and Philip, two of the seven, will soon become central agents in
Gospel expansion — showing that service roles are not secondary in spiritual
significance.

4. The Word Advances Through Multiplication
Luke’s summary statement in verse 7 is deliberate:
“The word of God continued to increase.”

Growth language in Acts focuses not primarily on numbers but on the Word
itself expanding.

Even priests — members of the religious establishment — become obedient
to the faith.

Opposition does not prevent infiltration of the Gospel into unexpected places.

5. Faithfulness Attracts Opposition

Stephen is described as full of grace and power.
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Yet opposition arises from various synagogues, likely composed of diaspora
Jews.

Unable to withstand his wisdom and Spirit-empowered speech, they resort to
false testimony.

Acts reveals a recurring pattern:
When truth cannot be refuted, distortion is introduced.

Faithfulness does not guarantee comfort. It often intensifies resistance.

4) Hidden or Overlooked Detail

The complaint originates between Hebrew-speaking and Greek-speaking
believers — a cultural and linguistic divide within Judaism.

This internal tension foreshadows the broader ethnic boundary crossing that
will soon define the book.

The Church must first navigate diversity within before expanding beyond.

Acts quietly prepares the reader for expansion into Samaria and eventually
Gentile territory.

Unity across difference becomes essential groundwork for mission.

5) Application for Today

Acts 6 challenges simplistic notions of spiritual growth.

Revival without structure leads to neglect.
Structure without Spirit leads to stagnation.

Prayer and the Word remain central.
Service must be Spirit-shaped.
Unity requires intentional care.
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The Church must guard against cultural favoritism within its own fellowship.

When leadership prioritizes prayer and proclamation, and when servants lead
with wisdom and integrity, the Word continues to increase.

Opposition may follow faithfulness.
But the face that reflects Christ does not harden under accusation.

It shines.

6) Prayer Focus

Lord of the Church,

Guard Your people in unity and truth.

Raise up servants full of Your Spirit and wisdom.
Keep prayer and the Word central among us.
Strengthen us to remain faithful

when opposition arises.

Amen.
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Acts — Chapter 7

1) Chapter Overview

The tension introduced at the end of Chapter 6 now reaches its climax.

Stephen stands before the Sanhedrin, falsely accused of speaking against the
temple and the law. The high priest asks, “Are these things so?”

What follows is the longest speech in Acts.

Stephen does not offer a brief defense. He offers a theological retelling of
Israel’s history — from Abraham to Joseph, from Moses to the wilderness,
from the tabernacle to the temple.

The speech is not random. It makes a sustained argument:
* God’s presence was never confined to one land.
e Israel repeatedly resisted God’s deliverers.

e The pattern of rejection culminated in the betrayal and murder of “the
Righteous One.”

The narrative shifts from history to indictment.

The council is enraged. Stephen sees the heavens opened and the Son of Man
standing at the right hand of God.

He is dragged out and stoned.

As he dies, he entrusts his spirit to the Lord Jesus and asks forgiveness for his
executioners.

A new figure is introduced quietly: Saul.

With Stephen’s death, persecution will intensify — and expansion beyond
Jerusalem will begin.
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The Word has advanced through testimony.
The cost i1s now blood.

2) Key Verse(s)

God Not Confined

“The Most High does not dwell in houses made by hands.” (Acts 7:48)
Pattern of Rejection

“Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute?” (Acts 7:52)
Christ Exalted

“I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of
God.” (Acts 7:56)

Grace in Death

“Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” (Acts 7:60)

3) Main Teachings & Doctrinal Truths

1. God’s Presence Is Not Bound to Geography

Stephen begins with Abraham in Mesopotamia — before temple, before law.
God appeared outside the land.

He moves to Joseph in Egypt — God was with him there.

He recounts Moses encountering God in Midian — holy ground outside
Canaan.

The argument is cumulative: God’s activity has never been restricted to one
location.
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The charge that Stephen speaks against the temple is met with a broader
theological claim — God cannot be confined.

Acts prepares the reader for expansion beyond Jerusalem.

2. Israel’s History Includes Repeated Rejection of Deliverers

Joseph was rejected by his brothers.
Moses was rejected by his people.
The prophets were persecuted.

The pattern culminates in Jesus.

Stephen does not deny Israel’s covenant privilege. He exposes covenant
failure.

“You always resist the Holy Spirit.”
The indictment is direct and corporate.

Acts presents continuity between past rejection and present opposition.

3. The Righteous One Has Been Betrayed

Stephen names Jesus as “the Righteous One.”
This title emphasizes innocence and fulfillment.
The council hears the implication clearly.

They are not merely judging Stephen. They stand exposed as participants in
the pattern of rejection.

Acts does not minimize the cross as historical injustice. It identifies it as
covenantal climax.

4. The Son of Man Reigns
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Stephen sees a vision:

The Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.

The title “Son of Man” echoes Daniel 7 — authority, dominion, vindication.
Jesus is not absent. He is enthroned.

Notably, He is described as standing — as witness, advocate, or sovereign
judge.

The martyr sees what the council cannot.

Acts repeatedly affirms that earthly verdicts do not overturn heavenly reality.

S. Faithful Witness May Lead to Martyrdom

Stephen’s death marks the first recorded martyrdom in Acts.
His final words echo Jesus:

Receiving his spirit.
Praying forgiveness for his killers.

The pattern of Christ is reproduced in His servant.

Suffering is not failure. It is participation in fidelity.

4) Hidden or Overlooked Detail

At the conclusion, the witnesses lay their garments at the feet of a young man
named Saul.

Luke introduces him quietly.
The persecutor is present at the martyrdom.

The Word that Stephen proclaimed will later confront Saul himself.
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Acts often plants seeds before revealing their harvest.

S) Application for Today

Acts 7 confronts narrow conceptions of God’s activity.

God 1s not confined to institutions, locations, or traditions.
Faithfulness requires historical awareness and spiritual courage.
Stephen’s speech was not designed to appease but to testify.

The Church must be prepared to speak truth even when it exposes entrenched
resistance.

Heaven’s perspective sustains earthly endurance.
The Son of Man stands.
The cost of witness may be high.

But the risen Christ reigns beyond every tribunal.

6) The Garden-to-Garden Arc

Stephen’s vision reveals the enthroned Son of Man — the One through whom
restoration will reach beyond Jerusalem. The rejection of the Righteous One
does not halt God’s redemptive purpose; it propels it outward. The story of
restoration will now move beyond the city that resisted Him.

7) Prayer Focus

Exalted Lord Jesus,

Grant us courage to testify faithfully.
Keep us aware of Your reign

when earthly judgment feels heavy.
Teach us to forgive as we suffer
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and to trust that Your purposes cannot be overturned.
Amen.
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Acts — Chapter 8

1) Chapter Overview

Stephen’s death becomes the catalyst for outward movement.

A great persecution arises against the church in Jerusalem. Believers are
scattered throughout Judea and Samaria — except the apostles.

What appears as suppression becomes dispersion.

Those scattered do not retreat into silence. They preach the Word wherever
they go.

The structural movement of Acts 1:8 advances:
Jerusalem — Judea and Samaria.

Philip, one of the seven, goes to Samaria and proclaims Christ. Crowds listen.
Unclean spirits are cast out. Many are healed. There is great joy in that city.

A boundary is crossed.
Samaritans — historically estranged from Jews — receive the Word.

The apostles Peter and John travel from Jerusalem to confirm the work. The
Spirit is given. The inclusion is recognized.

The narrative then narrows to a single individual — an Ethiopian official
returning from Jerusalem. Philip is directed by the Spirit to approach his
chariot. Isaiah 53 is read. Jesus is proclaimed. The man believes and is
baptized.

Philip is carried away by the Spirit and continues preaching in other towns.

Persecution has not stopped the Word.
It has propelled it outward.

2) Key Verse(s)
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Scattered Witness

“Those who were scattered went about preaching the word.” (Acts 8:4)
Joy in Samaria

“So there was much joy in that city.” (Acts 8:8)

Spirit Given

“Then they laid their hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit.” (Acts
8:17)

Christ Explained

“Beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus.” (Acts
8:35)

3) Main Teachings & Doctrinal Truths
1. Persecution Serves Divine Purpose

Saul ravages the church. Believers are scattered.

Yet Luke immediately notes: they preach the Word wherever they go.

What seems like defeat becomes expansion.

Acts consistently reveals that opposition does not halt mission. It advances it.

The Church does not move merely by strategy. It moves under sovereign
orchestration.
2. The Gospel Crosses Ethnic Boundaries

Samaria is not neutral territory.

Centuries of hostility divide Jews and Samaritans.



47 of 170

Philip proclaims Christ there. The people listen with attention.
The Word crosses historic animosity.
Jerusalem leadership confirms the inclusion by sending Peter and John.

The Spirit’s reception demonstrates unity — not two separate churches, but
one.

Acts shows that inclusion is not accidental. It is Spirit-directed and
apostolically affirmed.

3. The Spirit Is Sovereign in Distribution

Simon the magician believes and is baptized, yet later attempts to purchase
the ability to confer the Spirit.

Peter rebukes him sharply.

The Spirit is not commodity.
Grace 1s not transaction.

Acts clarifies that visible association with the Church does not guarantee
inward transformation.

Discernment remains necessary.

4. Scripture Interpreted Through Christ

The Ethiopian official reads Isaiah 53 — the suffering Servant passage.
He asks, “About whom does the prophet say this?”

Philip begins with that Scripture and proclaims Jesus.

Acts presents apostolic preaching as Christ-centered exposition of the Old
Testament.

The mission is not detached from Scripture. It fulfills it.
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5. The Spirit Directs Mission Precisely

An angel instructs Philip to go south.
The Spirit tells him to approach the chariot.
The Spirit carries him away afterward.

Expansion is not random.
Acts repeatedly shows divine initiative guiding human obedience.

Mission proceeds not only through broad movement but through individual
appointments.

4) Hidden or Overlooked Detail

The Ethiopian is a court official — a man of status — yet described as a
eunuch.

Under the Mosaic Law, eunuchs were restricted from full participation in the
assembly (Deuteronomy 23:1).

Yet Isaiah 56 promises a future inclusion of eunuchs who hold fast to God’s
covenant.

In Acts 8, that promise quietly begins to materialize.

Luke signals fulfillment without announcement.

5) Application for Today

Acts 8 challenges assumptions about adversity.

Scattering may be sending.
Disruption may be redirection.

The Church must not interpret opposition as mission failure.
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The Gospel must cross historic hostility, cultural prejudice, and social
barriers.

Scripture remains central. Christ is its fulfillment.

The Spirit still directs — sometimes through broad circumstances, sometimes
through precise instruction.

The question is not whether boundaries exist.

The question is whether we will cross them in obedience.

6) The Garden-to-Garden Arc

The Word moves beyond Jerusalem into estranged territory and into the life
of a foreign official. Restoration is widening. The promise to bless all families
of the earth continues to unfold as the Spirit gathers those once distant into
the people of God.

7) Prayer Focus

Sovereign Spirit,

Use even opposition to advance Your mission.

Break down hostility through the Gospel.

Open Scriptures to reveal Christ clearly.

Lead us where You will

and make us faithful witnesses wherever You send us.
Amen.
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Acts — Chapter 9

1) Chapter Overview

The persecutor becomes the witness.

Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples, travels toward
Damascus with authority to arrest followers of “the Way.” His intent is
suppression.

On the road, the risen Christ confronts him.

A light from heaven flashes. Saul falls to the ground. A voice speaks:
“Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?”

The persecutor discovers that opposition to the Church is opposition to Christ
Himself.

Blinded, he is led into Damascus. For three days he neither eats nor drinks.

The Lord then speaks to Ananias in a vision, instructing him to go to Saul.
Ananias hesitates — Saul’s reputation is known. The Lord clarifies: “He is a
chosen instrument of Mine.”

Ananias obeys. Saul receives his sight. He is filled with the Spirit and
baptized.

Immediately, Saul begins proclaiming Jesus as the Son of God.
The narrative shifts:

The Church’s greatest enemy becomes its most vigorous advocate.
Opposition remains — now directed toward Saul himself.

The chapter closes with the Church having peace throughout Judea, Galilee,
and Samaria — being built up and walking in the fear of the Lord and in the
comfort of the Holy Spirit.

The Word advances not only through dispersion, but through transformation.
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2) Key Verse(s)

Confronted by Christ

“Why are you persecuting Me?” (Acts 9:4)
Chosen Instrument

“He 1s a chosen instrument of Mine to carry My name before the Gentiles...”
(Acts 9:15)

Proclaimed Sonship
“He proclaimed Jesus... saying, ‘He is the Son of God.”” (Acts 9:20)
Church Strengthened

“Walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it
multiplied.” (Acts 9:31)

3) Main Teachings & Doctrinal Truths

1. The Risen Christ Identifies with His Church

“Why are you persecuting Me?”

Saul is arresting believers. Christ speaks as the One being persecuted.
Acts affirms a profound union between the risen Lord and His people.

To attack the Church is to confront Christ.

The ascended Lord is not distant from His body.

2. Conversion Is Initiated by Divine Grace

Saul is not seeking Christ. He is opposing Him.
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The initiative is entirely Christ’s.
The light, the voice, the call — all originate from heaven.
Acts presents salvation not as human discovery but as divine intervention.

Yet obedience follows. Saul must enter the city. He must receive instruction.
He must submit.

Grace initiates. Obedience responds.

3. God Calls Unlikely Instruments

Ananias hesitates with reason. Saul has harmed the Church.
The Lord’s answer is decisive: “He is a chosen instrument.”

Saul’s future mission is specified — Gentiles, kings, and the children of
Israel.

Acts reveals that past hostility does not disqualify from future service.

The Gospel’s reach includes even its fiercest opponents.

4. Suffering Accompanies Calling

“I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of My name.”
The commission includes affliction.

Acts does not present apostleship as triumphal ascent, but as costly
obedience.

The persecutor will now be persecuted.

Mission and suffering are intertwined realities.

5. The Church Lives in Fear and Comfort
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Verse 31 provides a summary statement:

Peace.

Edification.

Fear of the Lord.

Comfort of the Holy Spirit.
Multiplication.

Reverent awe and Spirit-given consolation coexist.

Acts does not portray reckless activism. It portrays steady growth under
divine care.

4) Hidden or Overlooked Detail

Saul is blind for three days.

The persecutor who thought he saw clearly must be led by the hand.
Physical blindness mirrors spiritual reality — and prepares for restoration.
When sight returns, it follows obedience and prayer.

Acts often uses physical conditions to reflect deeper theological truth.

5) Application for Today

Acts 9 confronts assumptions about both opposition and hope.

No opponent is beyond Christ’s reach.

No past disqualifies one whom Christ chooses to redeem.

The Church must be ready, like Ananias, to receive those once feared.

The risen Christ still confronts.
He still calls.
He still transforms.
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Fear of the Lord guards humility.
Comfort of the Spirit sustains endurance.

The Word advances not only by addition — but by conversion of former
adversaries.

6) Prayer Focus

Risen Lord,

Confront hardened hearts with Your mercy.

Make us obedient instruments of Your purpose.
Teach us to welcome those You redeem.

Sustain us in reverent fear and Spirit-given comfort
as Your mission continues.

Amen.
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Acts — Chapter 10

1) Chapter Overview

A decisive boundary is crossed.

Until now, the Gospel has expanded within Jewish and Samaritan contexts. In
this chapter, a Roman centurion named Cornelius becomes the focal point.

Cornelius is devout, God-fearing, generous, and prayerful — yet not fully
incorporated into Israel. He receives a vision instructing him to send for
Peter.

Simultaneously, Peter receives a vision in Joppa. A sheet descends from
heaven containing animals considered unclean under the Mosaic Law. A
voice commands him to eat. Peter resists. The command is repeated: “What
God has made clean, do not call common.”

Peter is perplexed — until messengers from Cornelius arrive.
The Spirit directs Peter to go “without hesitation.”

Peter enters a Gentile household — a significant step. He preaches Christ: His
life, death, resurrection, and lordship.

Before the sermon concludes, the Holy Spirit falls on all who hear.

Jewish believers are astonished. The Gentiles speak in tongues and magnify
God.

Peter commands baptism.

The Gospel has crossed fully into Gentile territory — not by human initiative,
but by divine orchestration.

The Word advances beyond ancestral boundaries.

2) Key Verse(s)
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Divine Preparation

“What God has made clean, do not call common.” (Acts 10:15)
Impartiality Declared

“God shows no partiality.” (Acts 10:34)

Christ Proclaimed

“Everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins through His
name.” (Acts 10:43)

Spirit Given to Gentiles
“The Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word.” (Acts 10:44)

3) Main Teachings & Doctrinal Truths
1. God Orchestrates Mission from Both Sides

Cornelius receives instruction.
Peter receives instruction.

Neither initiates the encounter alone.
Acts shows divine sovereignty arranging convergence.
Mission is not accidental. It is directed.

When the Spirit commands Peter to go, the emphasis is clear: “I have sent
them.”

2. Ceremonial Distinctions Yield to Gospel Inclusion

Peter’s vision concerns food — but its meaning concerns people.

The declaration that what God has cleansed must not be called common
signals a theological shift.
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The Gospel does not abolish holiness. It fulfills it through Christ.

Ceremonial barriers that separated Jew and Gentile no longer restrict
inclusion in the covenant community.

Acts does not dismiss Israel’s history. It shows its fulfillment in Messiah.

3. God Shows No Partiality

Peter’s confession is explicit.
God does not show favoritism based on ethnicity or heritage.

Those who fear Him and do what is right are acceptable — yet acceptance
culminates in hearing the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Cornelius’ devout life does not replace proclamation. It prepares for it.

Faith in Christ remains central.

4. The Spirit Confirms Gentile Inclusion
Before baptism, before apostolic approval, the Spirit falls.
This parallels Pentecost.

The Jewish believers present are astonished — but the evidence is
undeniable.

The same Spirit given in Jerusalem is given in Caesarea.
The unity of the Church is Spirit-defined, not ethnically determined.
Peter concludes: “Can anyone withhold water?”

The answer is no.

5. The Gospel Centers on the Risen Lord
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Peter’s sermon summarizes core proclamation:

e Jesus anointed by God

* Doing good and healing

e Put to death on a tree

e Raised on the third day

e Appointed judge of living and dead
The message remains resurrection-centered and Lordship-focused.
Inclusion does not dilute doctrine.

The same Gospel crosses boundaries intact.

4) Hidden or Overlooked Detail

Peter enters Cornelius’ house and states plainly: “You yourselves know how
unlawful it is for a Jew to associate with or to visit anyone of another nation.”

Luke preserves this tension.

The boundary crossed is not minor. It is deeply embedded in centuries of
separation.

The Spirit’s work does not bypass ingrained habits. It confronts and reshapes
them.

The Church must learn what God has already declared clean.

5) Application for Today

Acts 10 confronts both prejudice and passivity.

The Gospel is not culturally owned.
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God prepares hearts beyond visible boundaries.

The Church must be willing to go where the Spirit directs — even when
tradition hesitates.

Christ remains central.
The Spirit confirms inclusion.
Forgiveness is proclaimed without partiality.

We must ask:

Are we resisting where God is expanding?
Are we hesitant where He has declared clean?

The Word advances when obedience overcomes inherited barriers.

6) The Garden-to-Garden Arc

The promise to bless all families of the earth moves decisively forward as
Gentiles receive the Spirit. The restoring work of Christ widens beyond
ancestral Israel, gathering nations into one redeemed people under the risen
Lord.

7) Prayer Focus

Lord of all nations,

Remove partiality from our hearts.
Lead us where Your Spirit directs.
Keep Christ central as the only Savior.
Make us faithful witnesses

to every people You are gathering.
Amen.
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Acts — Chapter 11

1) Chapter Overview

The boundary crossed in Chapter 10 must now be defended.

When Peter returns to Jerusalem, he is confronted by those “of the
circumcision.” The concern is direct: he entered the house of uncircumcised
men and ate with them.

The issue is not minor etiquette. It concerns covenant identity.

Peter recounts the entire sequence — the vision, the Spirit’s instruction,
Cornelius’ vision, the Spirit’s descent upon the Gentiles.

His conclusion is restrained but decisive:
“If then God gave the same gift to them as He gave to us... who was I that I
could stand in God’s way?”

The opposition quiets. The Jerusalem believers glorify God, acknowledging
that repentance unto life has been granted even to the Gentiles.

Luke then widens the lens.

Those scattered because of Stephen travel as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and
Antioch. At first they speak only to Jews. Then some begin speaking to
Greeks also, preaching the Lord Jesus.

The hand of the Lord is with them. A great number believe.

Barnabas is sent from Jerusalem to Antioch. He sees the grace of God and
rejoices. He exhorts them to remain faithful.

He then seeks Saul in Tarsus and brings him to Antioch. For a full year they
teach together.

It is in Antioch that the disciples are first called Christians.
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The chapter closes with prophetic warning of famine and the Antioch church
sending relief to the believers in Judea.

The Word advances.
Gentile inclusion is affirmed.
A new missionary center emerges.

2) Key Verse(s)

Divine Equality

“The Holy Spirit fell on them just as on us at the beginning.” (Acts 11:15)
God’s Gift Recognized

“Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to life.”
(Acts 11:18)

Mission Expands
“The hand of the Lord was with them.” (Acts 11:21)
New Identity

“In Antioch the disciples were first called Christians.” (Acts 11:26)

3) Main Teachings & Doctrinal Truths
1. Divine Initiative Must Be Recognized by the Church

Peter does not argue innovation. He recounts God’s action.

The Spirit fell.
The command was given.
The gift was equal.

The Church must align itself with what God has clearly done.
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Resistance to divine expansion is portrayed as standing in God’s way.

Acts shows that discernment requires listening to testimony of the Spirit’s
work.

2. Repentance Is God-Granted

The Jerusalem believers conclude: “God has granted repentance.”
Repentance is commanded in preaching, yet granted by grace.

Acts holds together human response and divine enabling without
contradiction.

Salvation remains God’s gift, extended now beyond ethnic Israel.

3. Antioch Becomes a Strategic Center

Up to this point, Jerusalem has been the focal point.

Antioch emerges as a new center of growth — a cosmopolitan city, ethnically
diverse, strategically positioned.

The Gospel is preached not only to Jews but also to Greeks.
The Church in Antioch forms under teaching and encouragement.

Acts begins shifting the narrative toward broader Gentile mission.

4. Barnabas Models Discernment and Encouragement
Barnabas sees “the grace of God” and rejoices.
He does not react with suspicion.

He exhorts them to remain steadfast.
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Barnabas’ character — generous, perceptive, faithful — proves essential in
this transitional moment.

He then retrieves Saul, recognizing his calling.

Acts shows that mission expands through collaborative obedience.

5. The Identity of ‘“Christian” Emerges

The disciples are first called Christians in Antioch.

The name likely originates from outsiders — identifying them as belonging
to Christ.

The title marks distinction.

Their identity is now defined not by ethnicity, but by allegiance to the risen
Lord.

6. Generosity Flows Across Regions

When famine is foretold, the Antioch believers send relief to Judea.
Gentile believers support Jewish believers.
The unity of the Church becomes tangible.

Acts consistently links Gospel expansion with shared responsibility.

4) Hidden or Overlooked Detail

Peter recounts that the Spirit fell “just as on us at the beginning.”
Pentecost becomes the measuring standard.

The original outpouring is not isolated. It establishes the pattern for authentic
inclusion.
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The Church’s unity is defined by shared reception of the Spirit — not by
cultural conformity.

S) Application for Today

Acts 11 calls the Church to recognize where God is at work.

Tradition must not override Spirit-confirmed inclusion.

Repentance is a gift — and we must rejoice wherever it appears.
Encouragement strengthens new believers. Teaching sustains growth.
Identity must remain Christ-centered, not culture-centered.

Generosity across regions and differences demonstrates shared belonging.

The Word advances when the Church aligns itself with God’s unfolding
purpose.

6) Prayer Focus

Lord of the Church,

Keep us from standing in Your way.

Grant us discernment to see Your grace at work.
Unite Your people across boundaries.

Make our identity firmly rooted in Christ

as Your mission continues to expand.

Amen.
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Acts — Chapter 12

1) Chapter Overview

The narrative returns briefly to Jerusalem.
As the Gospel advances outward, opposition intensifies inward.

Herod Agrippa I initiates a targeted assault against the Church. James, the
brother of John, is executed by the sword. Seeing that this pleases the Jewish
leadership, Herod arrests Peter during the Feast of Unleavened Bread,
intending to bring him forward publicly after Passover.

The Church responds not with rebellion, but with earnest prayer.

Peter is imprisoned under heavy guard — four squads of soldiers, chained
between two men.

On the night before his trial, an angel of the Lord appears. Chains fall. Gates
open. Peter is led out.

He thinks it is a vision — until he finds himself free.

Meanwhile, the believers are gathered in prayer. When Peter arrives and
knocks, they struggle to believe the answer to their own petitions.

Peter reports the Lord’s deliverance and departs to another place.

Herod’s authority appears strong. Yet the chapter concludes with divine
judgment upon him. Struck down for accepting divine honor, he dies.

The final summary is clear:
“But the word of God increased and multiplied.”

James is executed.
Peter is delivered.
Herod is judged.
The Word advances.
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2) Key Verse(s)

Prayer Under Pressure

“Earnest prayer for him was made to God by the church.” (Acts 12:5)
Divine Deliverance

“Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me.” (Acts
12:11)

Human Pride Judged

“Immediately an angel of the Lord struck him down...” (Acts 12:23)
Word Multiplied

“But the word of God increased and multiplied.” (Acts 12:24)

3) Main Teachings & Doctrinal Truths
1. Faithful Witness Does Not Guarantee Physical Preservation

James is executed without recorded intervention.
Peter is delivered miraculously.

Acts does not explain the difference.

Both outcomes occur under God’s sovereignty.

Deliverance is not proof of greater faithfulness.
Martyrdom is not evidence of abandonment.

The mission advances through both.

2. The Church Responds to Crisis with Prayer
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The believers gather and pray earnestly.

Prayer is not a last resort. It is reflex.

Acts consistently portrays prayer as the Church’s first response to pressure.
Even when uncertain of outcome, the Church petitions God.

The answer may exceed expectation — yet prayer remains central.

3. God’s Authority Surpasses Political Power

Herod acts decisively. He imprisons, executes, and seeks approval.
Yet Peter sleeps the night before trial — a quiet sign of trust.
Chains fall. Guards remain unaware. Iron gates open.

The narrative emphasizes divine initiative over human control.

Earthly authority is real — but not ultimate.

4. Pride Invites Judgment

Herod accepts the crowd’s declaration that his voice is that of a god.
Immediately, he is struck down.

Acts does not sensationalize the event, but it presents it clearly: God does not
share His glory.

The contrast 1s deliberate:

Herod seeks praise and falls.
Peter refuses glory and is delivered.

The Lord reigns.
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5. The Word’s Advance Is the Constant

Luke frames the chapter with loss, rescue, judgment — and then a summary
statement.

Despite political hostility, the Word multiplies.
Acts repeatedly returns to this refrain.

Human actors rise and fall.
The Word continues.

4) Hidden or Overlooked Detail

When Peter arrives at the house of prayer, the believers initially say, “You are
out of your mind.”

Even earnest prayer can coexist with limited expectation.
Yet God answers regardless.

Acts quietly reminds the reader that divine faithfulness does not depend on
perfect human confidence.

5) Application for Today

Acts 12 tempers simplistic theology.

God may deliver.
God may permit suffering.

Both serve His purposes.

The Church must remain prayerful whether the answer is rescue or
endurance.

Political power, public approval, and personal acclaim are temporary.
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The Word alone endures.

We are not called to predict outcomes.
We are called to remain faithful in prayer and proclamation.

The Lord governs kings and chains alike.

And His Word increases.

6) Prayer Focus

Sovereign Lord,

Teach us to pray earnestly in times of pressure.

Guard us from seeking glory that belongs to You alone.
Strengthen us whether in deliverance or suffering.

Let Your Word increase and multiply

through our faithful obedience.

Amen.
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Acts — Chapter 13

1) Chapter Overview

The center of movement shifts decisively.

In Antioch, the church is gathered in worship and fasting. Prophets and
teachers are named — a diverse leadership reflecting the widening scope of
the Gospel.

The Holy Spirit speaks:
“Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called
them.”

The church fasts, prays, lays hands on them, and sends them out.
The first intentional missionary journey begins.

Barnabas and Saul travel to Cyprus. They proclaim the Word in synagogues.
Opposition arises in the form of Elymas the magician, who seeks to turn the
proconsul away from the faith.

Saul — now called Paul — rebukes Elymas. Temporary blindness falls upon
him. The proconsul believes, astonished at the teaching of the Lord.

The mission moves to Pisidian Antioch. Paul preaches in the synagogue,
delivering a sweeping sermon that traces Israel’s history and culminates in
the resurrection of Jesus.

The message is clear:
e  Promise fulfilled
e Resurrection accomplished
e Forgiveness proclaimed

e Justification offered



76 of 170

The initial response is positive. But resistance arises from some Jewish
leaders. Paul and Barnabas turn toward the Gentiles.

The chapter closes with joy, opposition, and expansion.

The Word advances outward from Antioch into the Gentile world.

2) Key Verse(s)
Spirit’s Commission

“Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called
them.” (Acts 13:2)

Divine Sending

“So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit...” (Acts 13:4)
Resurrection Proclaimed

“God raised Him from the dead.” (Acts 13:30)
Justification Declared

“By Him everyone who believes is freed from everything from which you
could not be freed by the law of Moses.” (Acts 13:39)

Gentile Inclusion Affirmed

“I have made you a light for the Gentiles.” (Acts 13:47)

3) Main Teachings & Doctrinal Truths
1. Mission Originates in Worship and the Spirit’s Direction

The church in Antioch is worshiping and fasting when the Spirit speaks.

Mission flows from devotion, not ambition.
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The sending is not human initiative alone. It is Spirit-directed and church-
affirmed.

Acts presents mission as both divine calling and communal recognition.

2. The Word Is Proclaimed Publicly and Historically

In Pisidian Antioch, Paul preaches in the synagogue.
His sermon traces:

e The choosing of Israel

e The exodus

e The judges

e The monarchy

e  The promise to David

The argument culminates in Jesus — descendant of David — raised from the
dead.

Acts presents Gospel preaching as rooted in history and fulfilled promise.

The resurrection remains central.

3. Justification Comes Through Christ, Not the Law

Paul declares that through Jesus:

“Everyone who believes is freed...”

The term suggests justification — release from guilt and condemnation.
The law of Moses could not provide complete liberation.

Acts does not dismiss the law; it shows its fulfillment in Christ.
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The Gospel offers what the law anticipated but could not accomplish fully.

4. Opposition Reveals Division

Initially, many respond with interest.

The following Sabbath, nearly the whole city gathers.
Jealousy arises among some Jewish leaders.

The message divides.

Acts repeatedly shows that Gospel proclamation produces both belief and
resistance.

Rejection does not halt mission. It redirects it.

5. The Turn to the Gentiles Is Scriptural

Paul cites Isaiah 49:

“I have made you a light for the Gentiles.”

The mission to the nations is not innovation. It is prophetic fulfillment.

When Jewish leaders reject the Word, Paul and Barnabas turn explicitly
toward Gentile hearers.

The inclusion of the nations is intentional and scripturally grounded.

6. Joy Accompanies Spirit-Filled Expansion

Despite opposition and expulsion from the region, the disciples are filled with
joy and with the Holy Spirit.

Acts consistently joins joy and hardship.

The Word spreads through resilience.
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4) Hidden or Overlooked Detail

Luke notes that Saul is now called Paul (13:9).

The name shift coincides with Gentile mission and engagement with Roman
authority.

The narrative focus transitions gradually from Barnabas to Paul.

Acts signals a leadership shift as the mission expands beyond its Jewish
center.

5) Application for Today

Acts 13 reminds the Church that mission begins in worship.

The Spirit directs.
The Church sends.
The Word is proclaimed clearly.

The Gospel must be rooted in Scripture and centered on the resurrection.
Division is not always failure. It may reveal where hearts stand.
When one audience rejects, another may receive.

The Word advances through faithful proclamation — not through universal
acceptance.

Joy remains possible even when doors close.

The risen Christ continues His work through Spirit-led obedience.

6) Prayer Focus

Lord of the harvest,
Direct Your Church as we worship and seek You.
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Make us faithful proclaimers of Christ crucified and risen.
Grant courage when opposition arises.

Fill us with joy in the Holy Spirit

as Your Word advances among the nations.

Amen.
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Acts — Chapter 14

1) Chapter Overview

The missionary journey continues — and opposition intensifies.

In Iconium, Paul and Barnabas speak in the synagogue. A great number of
both Jews and Greeks believe. Yet unbelieving Jews stir up hostility, dividing
the city.

Despite the tension, they remain for a considerable time, speaking boldly for
the Lord, who bears witness to the Word of His grace through signs and
wonders.

An attempt is made to mistreat and stone them. They flee to Lystra and Derbe
— and continue preaching the Gospel.

In Lystra, a man crippled from birth is healed. The crowd, interpreting the
miracle through pagan categories, declares Barnabas to be Zeus and Paul
Hermes. They attempt to offer sacrifice.

The apostles tear their garments and insist they are merely men, proclaiming
the living God who made heaven and earth.

Soon after, Jews arrive from Antioch and Iconium. The crowd turns. Paul is
stoned and left for dead. He rises and enters the city again.

The journey concludes with deliberate strengthening of the disciples,
appointment of elders in every church, and return to Antioch to report all that
God has done.

The Word advances.
Misunderstanding arises.
Violence erupts.
Churches are established.

2) Key Verse(s
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Bold Proclamation
“They remained for a long time, speaking boldly for the Lord.” (Acts 14:3)
Creator Declared

“We bring you good news, that you should turn from these vain things to a
living God.” (Acts 14:15)

Through Tribulation

“Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.” (Acts
14:22)

Church Established

“They appointed elders for them in every church.” (Acts 14:23)

3) Main Teachings & Doctrinal Truths
1. The Gospel Produces Both Belief and Division

In Iconium, many believe — yet the city is divided.
Acts continues to show that proclamation draws clear lines.
The presence of signs and wonders does not eliminate opposition.

Boldness is sustained not by ease, but by conviction.

2. Miracles Must Be Interpreted Correctly

In Lystra, the healing of the crippled man mirrors earlier miracles in
Jerusalem.

But the audience is pagan.

Rather than crediting the God of Israel, they attribute the miracle to their own
mythological framework.
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The apostles correct the misunderstanding immediately.
Miracles without theological explanation can lead to distortion.

Acts insists that signs must be anchored in proclamation of the true Creator.

3. God Is Proclaimed as Creator Before Redeemer

Addressing a pagan crowd unfamiliar with Israel’s Scriptures, Paul does not
begin with David or prophecy.

He begins with creation.
The living God:
e Made heaven and earth
e Gives rain and fruitful seasons
* Fills hearts with food and gladness
Acts models contextual proclamation without altering the message.

The foundation shifts; the Gospel remains.

4. Suffering Is Normal in Kingdom Advance

After being stoned and left for dead, Paul returns to the city.
Later, he strengthens the disciples with a sober declaration:
“Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom.”
Acts does not romanticize suffering. It normalizes it.

Faithfulness includes endurance.

5. Churches Require Structure and Leadership
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As they retrace their steps, Paul and Barnabas appoint elders in every church.
Prayer and fasting accompany the appointments.

Mission is not merely conversion. It is formation.

Acts consistently joins evangelism with establishment of local leadership.

The churches are entrusted to the Lord in whom they believed.

6. God Is the Primary Actor

9

Upon returning to Antioch, they report “all that God had done with them.’
Not what they accomplished — but what God accomplished.

The emphasis remains divine initiative through human obedience.

4) Hidden or Overlooked Detail

The same crowd that attempts to worship Paul later participates in stoning
him.

Public enthusiasm proves unstable.
Acts quietly warns against equating popularity with faithfulness.
Crowds can shift quickly when influenced by opposition.

The Word must not depend on public favor.

5) Application for Today

Acts 14 reminds the Church that mission involves clarity and courage.
Success and suffering may follow in rapid succession.

Misunderstanding must be corrected patiently.
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Contextualization requires wisdom — not compromise.
Leadership development is essential for lasting growth.

The kingdom is entered through tribulation — not triumphalism.
The Lord remains the One who opens doors and sustains churches.

The Word advances through perseverance.

6) Prayer Focus

Living God, Creator of heaven and earth,

Grant us boldness to proclaim Your truth clearly.
Guard us from distortion and pride.

Strengthen us through tribulation.

Establish faithful leaders among Your people

as Your Word continues to advance.

Amen.
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Acts — Chapter 15

1) Chapter Overview

A theological crisis emerges.

As Gentiles increasingly come to faith, some men arrive from Judea teaching:
“Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot
be saved.”

The issue is not minor. It concerns the basis of salvation and the shape of the
Church.

Paul and Barnabas engage in sharp debate. The matter is brought to
Jerusalem — to the apostles and elders.

What follows is often called the Jerusalem Council.

Peter speaks first, recounting God’s action among the Gentiles — the Spirit
given without distinction.

He declares plainly:
“We believe that we will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as
they will.”

Paul and Barnabas testify to signs and wonders among the Gentiles.

James, appealing to the prophets (Amos 9), affirms that Gentile inclusion
fulfills Scripture.

The decision is reached:

Gentiles are not required to be circumcised or to keep the law of Moses in
full.

A letter is sent to Antioch and beyond, asking only limited abstentions — not
as means of salvation, but for the sake of fellowship and unity.
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The chapter closes with encouragement, strengthening of churches, and
preparation for further mission.

The Word advances — now clarified doctrinally.

2) Key Verse(s)

The Controversy Defined

“Unless you are circumcised... you cannot be saved.” (Acts 15:1)
Grace Affirmed

“We believe that we will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus.” (Acts
15:11)

Scripture Fulfilled

“That the remnant of mankind may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles who
are called by My name.” (Acts 15:17)

Encouragement Delivered

“It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us...” (Acts 15:28)

3) Main Teachings & Doctrinal Truths
1. Salvation Is by Grace, Not Law

The central issue is the means of salvation.

Must Gentiles become Jews first?

Peter’s answer is decisive:

God made no distinction, cleansing their hearts by faith.

To impose the law as a requirement for salvation would be to “test God.”
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Acts preserves clarity: salvation rests on grace through the Lord Jesus — not
ceremonial adherence.

2. The Spirit’s Work Confirms Doctrine

Peter appeals to what God has done.
The Spirit fell upon Gentiles without circumcision.

Experience alone does not define truth — but Spirit-confirmed inclusion must
be acknowledged.

Acts shows that doctrine and divine action are not competitors. They align.

3. Scripture Interprets the Moment

James anchors the decision in Amos 9.
The rebuilding of David’s fallen tent includes Gentiles called by God’s name.
Gentile inclusion is not novelty. It is fulfillment.

Acts consistently roots major transitions in Scripture.

4. Unity Requires Wisdom

The council does not impose circumcision.

However, it requests abstention from certain practices associated with
idolatry and sexual immorality.

These restrictions serve fellowship and holiness — not justification.
The aim is unity without compromise of the Gospel.

Acts shows that freedom must be exercised with regard for community.
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S. Leadership Functions Collectively Under the Spirit

The phrase “It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us” reflects communal
discernment.

The apostles and elders deliberate together.
Authority is exercised neither autocratically nor chaotically.

Acts presents church leadership as Spirit-dependent, Scripture-grounded, and
mission-conscious.

6. Disagreement Does Not Halt Mission

Later in the chapter, Paul and Barnabas disagree sharply over John Mark.
They separate — Barnabas taking Mark, Paul choosing Silas.

The narrative does not dwell on fault. It moves forward.

Mission continues in multiple directions.

Acts portrays human limitation without undermining divine purpose.

4) Hidden or Overlooked Detail

Peter states that the law was a yoke “that neither our fathers nor we have been
able to bear.”

The acknowledgment is striking.
Those within Israel recognize the law’s weight.
Grace is not Gentile concession. It is shared necessity.

The Gospel levels distinctions — not by lowering holiness, but by centering
salvation on Christ alone.



91 of 170

S) Application for Today

Acts 15 guards the Church from distortion.

When the Gospel expands, clarity becomes essential.

Grace must remain central.

Cultural or ceremonial additions must not redefine salvation.
Unity requires humility and careful discernment.

Leaders must seek alignment with the Spirit and Scripture.
Disagreement may occur — but mission must not stall.

The Word advances most clearly when the Gospel is preserved without
addition or subtraction.

6) Prayer Focus

Lord of grace,

Keep Your Church anchored in the Gospel.

Guard us from adding burdens You have not required.
Grant wisdom in leadership and unity in mission.
May we proclaim salvation through Christ alone

as Your Word continues to advance.

Amen.
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Acts — Chapter 16

1) Chapter Overview

The second missionary journey begins in motion and redirection.

Paul and Silas revisit churches strengthened in previous chapters. Timothy
joins them — a young disciple of mixed Jewish and Greek heritage. Paul
circumcises him, not as a requirement for salvation, but for the sake of
mission among Jews.

The churches are strengthened in faith and increase in number daily.
Yet as they travel, the Spirit redirects repeatedly:

e Forbidden to speak the Word in Asia.

* Prevented from entering Bithynia.

Then, in Troas, Paul receives a vision: a man of Macedonia pleading, “Come
over to Macedonia and help us.”

The mission crosses into Europe.

In Philippi, Lydia believes and is baptized. A slave girl possessed by a spirit
of divination is delivered. Her owners, angered by economic loss, incite the
authorities.

Paul and Silas are beaten and imprisoned.

At midnight, they pray and sing hymns. An earthquake opens doors and
loosens chains. The jailer prepares to take his life — but Paul intervenes.

The jailer asks: “What must I do to be saved?”
The answer is simple: “Believe in the Lord Jesus.”

He and his household are baptized.
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The chapter closes with public vindication as Roman authorities discover
Paul’s citizenship.

The Word advances:

Through guidance.
Through suffering.
Through song in prison.
Into new territory.

2) Key Verse(s)
Mission Strengthened

“So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and they increased in
numbers daily.” (Acts 16:5)

Spirit’s Direction

“The Spirit of Jesus did not allow them.” (Acts 16:7)
Call to Macedonia

“Come over to Macedonia and help us.” (Acts 16:9)
Salvation Declared

“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved.” (Acts 16:31)

3) Main Teachings & Doctrinal Truths
1. Freedom in Practice Serves Mission, Not Legalism

Paul circumcises Timothy — shortly after defending freedom from
circumcision in Chapter 15.

The act 1s missional, not salvific.
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Acts demonstrates contextual flexibility when it does not compromise the
Gospel.

The difference between requirement for salvation and voluntary
accommodation is critical.

2. The Spirit Directs Both Movement and Restriction

The mission is not self-determined.
Doors close before one opens.
The Spirit forbids certain regions and redirects to Macedonia.

Acts presents divine guidance not only in positive commission but also in
prevented paths.

Obedience includes submission to redirection.

3. The Gospel Engages Diverse Individuals

In Philippi:
e Lydia — a merchant, receptive and devout.
e The slave girl — spiritually oppressed and economically exploited.
e The jailer — a Roman official hardened by duty.

Different backgrounds. Same Gospel.

Acts demonstrates the Word’s reach across social and spiritual divides.

4. Deliverance Provokes Economic and Political Backlash

The liberation of the slave girl disrupts profit.

Her owners respond not with theological debate but with legal accusation.
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Paul and Silas are beaten and imprisoned without trial.
Acts reveals that the Gospel challenges systems as well as individuals.

Faithfulness may incur civic consequence.

5. Worship Persists in Confinement

At midnight, chained and wounded, Paul and Silas pray and sing.
Their response is not strategic — it is faithful.

The earthquake that follows is dramatic, but the greater moment occurs when
they refuse to escape.

The jailer’s life — and soul — are preserved.

The Gospel advances through endurance and integrity.

6. The Simplicity of the Gospel Remains Central
“What must I do to be saved?”

The answer is concise:

Believe in the Lord Jesus.

Acts does not complicate the message.

Faith in the risen Lord brings salvation.

Baptism follows. Joy fills the household.

7. Legal Status Serves Protection of the Church

When authorities discover Paul’s Roman citizenship, they become fearful.

Paul insists on public acknowledgment of wrongful treatment.



97 of 170

This is not personal pride. It safeguards the fledgling church from future
suspicion.

Acts shows that lawful rights may serve Gospel stability.

4) Hidden or Overlooked Detail

Luke shifts subtly in this chapter from “they” to “we.”
The narrative voice includes the author.
The mission has moved into territory where Luke joins the journey.

Acts quietly reinforces that this is eyewitness history — not distant report.

5) Application for Today

Acts 16 reminds the Church that mission involves both openness and
restraint.

The Spirit may close doors before opening others.
Faithfulness includes endurance in unjust suffering.
Worship must not depend on circumstance.

The Gospel remains clear and accessible:

Believe in the Lord Jesus.

Different people respond in different settings — riverside, marketplace,
prison cell.

The Word advances wherever obedience persists.

6) Prayer Focus
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Lord of the open and closed doors,

Guide our steps by Your Spirit.

Grant us courage in suffering and joy in confinement.
Keep the Gospel clear on our lips.

Strengthen Your Church

as Your Word advances into new places.

Amen.
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Acts — Chapter 17

1) Chapter Overview

The mission continues deeper into Macedonia and Greece.

In Thessalonica, Paul reasons from the Scriptures for three Sabbaths,
explaining and proving that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead —
and that Jesus is that Christ. Some are persuaded. A great many devout
Greeks and leading women join them.

Jealous opposition forms quickly. A mob is stirred. The accusation is
politically charged:

“These men who have turned the world upside down... are acting against the
decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, Jesus.”

Paul and Silas are sent away by night to Berea.

In Berea, the Jews are described as more noble. They receive the Word with
eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things are so. Many
believe.

Yet opposition follows from Thessalonica.
Paul travels to Athens.

In Athens, he observes a city full of idols. His spirit is provoked within him.
He reasons in the synagogue and marketplace, engaging philosophers —
Epicureans and Stoics.

He is brought to the Areopagus and asked to explain his teaching.

Paul proclaims the “unknown God” — the Creator who does not dwell in
temples made by hands, who commands repentance because He has fixed a
day of judgment through a Man He has raised from the dead.

Some mock. Some want to hear more. Some believe.
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The Word advances:

Through synagogue reasoning.
Through Scriptural examination.
Through philosophical engagement.

The mission adapts its entry point — but not its message.

2) Key Verse(s)

Resurrection Proclaimed

“This Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, is the Christ.” (Acts 17:3)
Noble Examination

“They received the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily.”
(Acts 17:11)

Another King

“They are all acting against the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another
king, Jesus.” (Acts 17:7)

Creator Declared

“The God who made the world and everything in it... does not live in
temples made by man.” (Acts 17:24)

Judgment Announced

“He has fixed a day on which He will judge the world... by a Man whom He
has appointed.” (Acts 17:31)

3) Main Teachings & Doctrinal Truths

1. The Gospel Is Reasoned from Scripture
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In Thessalonica and Berea, Paul reasons from the Scriptures.
He explains necessity:

The Christ must suffer.
The Christ must rise.

Acts portrays Gospel proclamation as historically grounded and textually
anchored.

Faith is not blind acceptance. It is informed conviction rooted in Scripture.

2. Reception Varies According to the Heart

Thessalonica responds with division.
Berea responds with examination.

The distinction lies not in message but in disposition.

The Bereans are commended not for skepticism alone, but for eagerness
joined with discernment.

Acts encourages thoughtful reception — testing claims by Scripture.

3. The Gospel Is Politically Disruptive
The accusation in Thessalonica is revealing:
Another king.

The proclamation of Jesus as Lord inevitably intersects with claims of earthly
authority.

Acts does not present political revolt — but it does present ultimate
allegiance.

The kingdom of Christ challenges every competing sovereignty.
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4. Cultural Engagement Requires Contextual Clarity

In Athens, Paul does not begin with Abraham or David.
He begins with creation.

He references their altar “to the unknown god.”
He quotes their poets.

Yet the message remains unchanged:
*  One Creator God
e  Human accountability
e Command to repent
e Judgment appointed
e Resurrection confirmed
Acts models engagement without compromise.

The Gospel must be translated, not diluted.

5. Resurrection Is the Dividing Line

In Athens, interest remains until resurrection i1s mentioned.
At that point, some mock.

The resurrection consistently forms the boundary between curiosity and
rejection.

Acts centers proclamation on the historical raising of Jesus.

Without resurrection, there is no fixed day of judgment, no appointed Man,
no living Lord.
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6. Not All Responses Are Immediate

Some mock.
Some delay.
Some believe.

Acts portrays a spectrum of response.

Faithfulness is measured not by universal acceptance, but by clear
proclamation.

4) Hidden or Overlooked Detail

Paul states that God ““is not far from each one of us.”

In a city filled with idols and philosophical speculation, Luke preserves this
statement of nearness.

The Creator who transcends temples is simultaneously near.
Acts holds transcendence and immanence together.

The God proclaimed in Athens is neither distant abstraction nor localized
deity.

5) Application for Today

Acts 17 calls the Church to reason clearly and engage wisely.

Scripture must anchor proclamation.
Cultural awareness must inform communication.

Allegiance to Jesus as King may unsettle established systems.

Examination is encouraged.
Mockery may follow.
Belief will come to some.
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The resurrection remains central.
We are not called to secure universal applause.

We are called to proclaim the risen Lord faithfully — in synagogue,
marketplace, and intellectual forum alike.

The Word advances through clarity, courage, and conviction.

6) Prayer Focus

Sovereign Creator,

Give us wisdom to proclaim Christ clearly in every setting.

Root us deeply in Your Word.

Grant courage when allegiance to Jesus challenges worldly authority.
Open hearts to believe in the risen Lord

as Your Word continues to advance.

Amen.



105 of 170

Acts — Chapter 18

1) Chapter Overview

The mission moves from Athens to Corinth.

Corinth 1s commercially vibrant and morally complex — a strategic but
challenging city.

Paul meets Aquila and Priscilla, Jewish tentmakers recently expelled from
Rome. He works with them, supporting himself while reasoning in the
synagogue each Sabbath.

When Silas and Timothy arrive from Macedonia, Paul devotes himself fully
to the Word, testifying that Jesus is the Christ.

Opposition rises again. Paul symbolically shakes out his garments and
declares that he will go to the Gentiles.

Yet the Lord speaks to Paul in a vision:
“Do not be afraid... for I have many in this city who are My people.”

Paul remains for a year and six months, teaching the Word of God among
them.

A public accusation is brought before Gallio, the Roman proconsul. Gallio
dismisses the charges as internal Jewish disputes, refusing to judge matters of
their law.

The chapter concludes with Paul returning toward Antioch, strengthening
churches along the way. Apollos is introduced — eloquent and competent in
the Scriptures, though initially knowing only John’s baptism. Priscilla and
Aquila instruct him more accurately. Apollos becomes a powerful advocate
for Christ in Achaia.

The Word advances:
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Through sustained teaching.
Through divine reassurance.
Through collaborative correction.

2) Key Verse(s)
Proclamation Declared

“Your blood be on your own heads... From now on I will go to the Gentiles.”
(Acts 18:6)

Divine Assurance

“Do not be afraid, but go on speaking and do not be silent.” (Acts 18:9)
God’s Hidden People

“I have many 1n this city who are My people.” (Acts 18:10)

Scripture Demonstrated

“He powerfully refuted the Jews in public, showing by the Scriptures that the
Christ was Jesus.” (Acts 18:28)

3) Main Teachings & Doctrinal Truths
1. Mission Involves Ordinary Labor

Paul works as a tentmaker alongside Aquila and Priscilla.
Acts presents no tension between manual labor and apostolic ministry.

The Gospel advances through ordinary means — work, conversation,
synagogue reasoning.

Faithful witness does not always depend on full-time proclamation alone.
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2. The Gospel Divides — Yet Persists

As in previous cities, some oppose.

Paul’s symbolic act of shaking out his garments reflects accountability. He
has proclaimed faithfully.

The mission turns explicitly to Gentiles again.
Acts shows continuity in pattern:
Proclamation.

Division.

Redirection.

The Word continues forward.

3. The Lord Strengthens the Messenger

Paul receives a vision in Corinth — a rare but pivotal reassurance.
“Do not be afraid.”
Even seasoned apostles require encouragement.

The promise that the Lord has “many in this city” underscores divine
sovereignty in salvation.

Evangelism rests on God’s prior purpose.

4. Civil Authority May Serve Mission Indirectly

Gallio refuses to adjudicate what he sees as religious disputes.

Though not motivated by theological conviction, his decision provides legal
space for Gospel proclamation.
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Acts presents Roman authority as varied — sometimes hostile, sometimes
protective.

God’s purposes operate even through indifferent officials.

5. Instruction and Growth Continue Within the Church

Apollos is fervent and knowledgeable — yet incomplete in understanding.
Priscilla and Aquila privately explain “the way of God more accurately.”
Correction occurs quietly and respectfully.

Acts portrays doctrinal refinement as ongoing.

Zeal requires grounding.
Competence requires completion.

6. Scripture Remains Central in Persuasion

Apollos powerfully refutes opponents by demonstrating from Scripture that
Jesus is the Christ.

Acts consistently portrays Scripture as foundational to proclamation and
defense.

The Gospel does not detach from the Old Testament; it fulfills it.

4) Hidden or Overlooked Detail

The Lord’s statement — “I have many in this city” — precedes their
conversion.

The phrasing suggests divine foreknowledge and purpose.

Mission proceeds not in uncertainty of outcome, but in confidence that God is
gathering His people.
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The preacher does not create the people of God. He proclaims to those whom
God is calling.

S) Application for Today

Acts 18 calls the Church to steady endurance.

Mission may require ordinary work, long seasons of teaching, and patient
correction.

Fear may arise — but the Lord strengthens.
Opposition does not negate calling.

Growth requires both proclamation and instruction.
We are not alone in cities that seem resistant.

The Lord has His people.

Our task remains clear:

Speak.
Teach.
Encourage.
Trust.

The Word advances through sustained faithfulness.

6) Prayer Focus

Lord of every city,

Strengthen us when we grow weary or afraid.
Help us labor faithfully in both work and witness.
Guard us in truth and deepen our understanding.
May Your Word take root

where You have appointed it to grow.

Amen.
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Acts — Chapter 19

1) Chapter Overview

The mission now settles in Ephesus — a major city of Asia Minor and a
center of commerce, philosophy, and idolatry.

Paul encounters disciples who know only John’s baptism. Upon hearing the
full Gospel, they are baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Paul lays hands
on them; the Holy Spirit comes upon them.

The Word deepens before it spreads.

Paul teaches in the synagogue for three months. When resistance hardens, he
withdraws and reasons daily in the hall of Tyrannus for two years.

Luke notes the result:
“All the residents of Asia heard the word of the Lord.”

Extraordinary miracles accompany Paul’s ministry. Even handkerchiefs
carried from him result in healing. Yet when Jewish exorcists attempt to
invoke “the Jesus whom Paul proclaims,” they are overpowered by the
demonic spirit.

Fear falls upon the city. The name of the Lord Jesus is extolled.

Many believers publicly confess former practices. Books of magic are burned
at great cost.

The chapter concludes with a riot instigated by silversmiths whose trade in
Artemis shrines is threatened by the Gospel’s impact.

Economic interests collide with spiritual truth.
The city erupts in confusion. Order is eventually restored by the town clerk.

Luke closes the chapter with a summary:
“So the word of the Lord continued to increase and prevail mightily.”



112 of 170

2) Key Verse(s)

Spirit Received

“Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” (Acts 19:2)
Word Spreading

“All the residents of Asia heard the word of the Lord.” (Acts 19:10)
Name Exalted

“The name of the Lord Jesus was extolled.” (Acts 19:17)

Word Prevailing

“So the word of the Lord continued to increase and prevail mightily.” (Acts
19:20)

3) Main Teachings & Doctrinal Truths
1. The Gospel Requires Clarity

The disciples Paul encounters in Ephesus are sincere — but incomplete in
understanding.

They know John’s baptism of repentance but not the fullness of Christ’s
finished work.

Paul explains clearly.
Acts emphasizes the necessity of accurate doctrine.

Sincerity alone is not sufficient.
The object of faith must be rightly known.

2. Sustained Teaching Produces Widespread Impact
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Paul reasons daily for two years.
This is one of the longest recorded stays in Acts.
The spread throughout Asia results from persistent teaching.

The Word advances not only through dramatic moments but through steady
exposition.

3. The Name of Jesus Is Not a Formula

The sons of Sceva attempt to invoke Jesus’ name as technique.

The demonic response is sobering:

“Jesus I know, and Paul I recognize, but who are you?”

Authority rests not in borrowed language but in authentic relationship.

Acts distinguishes between proclamation in Christ and imitation without
allegiance.

4. True Conversion Produces Renunciation

Many who practiced magic publicly burn their scrolls.
The financial loss is significant.

Repentance is not abstract. It is visible.

Acts portrays the Gospel as transformative, confronting entrenched spiritual
practices.

The Word prevails when idolatry is abandoned.

5. Economic Systems Resist Spiritual Change
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Demetrius and fellow craftsmen incite unrest because their trade is
threatened.

The accusation frames Paul as a danger to Artemis and civic identity.
The Gospel challenges not only personal sin but public structures.

Acts does not present political revolution — but it shows that allegiance to
Christ reshapes loyalties.

6. The Word Prevails Despite Chaos

The riot is loud and confused.

Yet Luke concludes calmly:
The Word prevailed mightily.

Human uproar does not define ultimate outcome.

Acts consistently contrasts temporary turmoil with enduring advance.

4) Hidden or Overlooked Detail

The town clerk, a pagan official, appeals to legal order and dismisses the riot.

He affirms that Paul and his companions have neither robbed temples nor
blasphemed Artemis directly.

The Gospel’s impact is profound — yet its messengers are not violent
agitators.

Acts portrays Christian mission as disruptive to falsehood but not anarchic in
conduct.

5) Application for Today

Acts 19 challenges superficial faith and casual use of spiritual language.
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The name of Jesus is not incantation.

Authentic allegiance matters.

Steady teaching bears lasting fruit.

Repentance may require costly renunciation.

When economic or cultural interests resist, confusion may follow.
Yet the Word prevails — not by force, but by truth.

We must ask:

Is Christ merely named among us — or truly known?

Is repentance visible?

Does our allegiance reshape our loyalties?

The Word advances when truth is proclaimed and idolatry is forsaken.

6) Prayer Focus

Lord Jesus,

Guard us from empty profession.

Root us in true understanding of Your Gospel.
Grant courage to renounce what competes with You.
Let Your Word prevail mightily

in our lives and in our cities.

Amen.
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Acts — Chapter 20

1) Chapter Overview

The missionary phase begins to narrow toward Jerusalem.

After the uproar in Ephesus subsides, Paul travels through Macedonia and
Greece, encouraging believers along the way. He remains in Greece three
months before returning northward due to a Jewish plot.

In Troas, believers gather on the first day of the week. Paul speaks at length.
A young man named Eutychus falls asleep, drops from a window, and is
taken up dead. Paul embraces him. Life returns. The assembly continues.

The journey proceeds with deliberate haste toward Jerusalem.

At Miletus, Paul summons the elders of the Ephesian church for a final
meeting. What follows is one of the most personal and pastoral speeches in
Acts.

He recounts his ministry:
e Serving with humility and tears
e  Enduring trials
e Declaring the whole counsel of God
He warns of future wolves and internal corruption.
He entrusts them to God and to the Word of His grace.

The farewell is emotional. They kneel and pray. They know they will not see
his face again.

The Word advances — now with sober preparation for suffering.

2) Key Verse(s)
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Faithful Proclamation

“I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God.” (Acts
20:27)

Warning Issued

“Fierce wolves will come in among you.” (Acts 20:29)

Entrusted to Grace

“I commend you to God and to the word of His grace.” (Acts 20:32)
Christ’s Teaching Remembered

“It 1s more blessed to give than to receive.” (Acts 20:35)

3) Main Teachings & Doctrinal Truths
1. The Church Gathers Around the Word

In Troas, believers assemble on the first day of the week — a pattern
emerging among early Christians.

Paul speaks at length.
The centrality of teaching remains evident.

Even the dramatic interruption of Eutychus’ fall does not shift focus away
from the Word.

The resurrection-like restoration of Eutychus reinforces hope — yet the
primary emphasis remains proclamation.

2. Ministry Requires Endurance and Transparency

Paul recounts serving “with all humility and with tears.”
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Acts presents apostolic ministry not as triumphal display but as persistent,
often painful faithfulness.

He endured plots and opposition, yet did not shrink from declaring
repentance toward God and faith in Jesus.

The Gospel remains consistent: repentance and faith.

3. Full Counsel Must Be Proclaimed

Paul insists he did not withhold what was profitable.
He declared the whole counsel of God.
Acts affirms comprehensive teaching — not selective emphasis.

The Church is built on the entirety of God’s revealed truth.

4. Shepherds Must Guard the Flock

Paul warns of wolves from outside and distorters from within.
Threats arise not only from persecution but from corruption of doctrine.
Leadership must remain vigilant.

The Church is described as “the church of God, which He obtained with His
own blood.”

The cost of redemption underscores the seriousness of protection.

5. The Word of Grace Builds

Paul entrusts the elders not to structures or personalities, but to “God and to
the word of His grace.”
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The Word builds.
The Word grants inheritance.

Acts consistently emphasizes Scripture’s formative and sustaining power.

6. Generosity Marks Faithful Leadership

Paul reminds them of his labor to support himself and others.
He quotes the Lord Jesus: “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”
Leadership models self-giving, not self-exaltation.

Mission advances through sacrifice.

4) Hidden or Overlooked Detail

Luke records that Paul speaks until midnight — and then continues speaking
after Eutychus is restored.

The length of the gathering suggests urgency.
Paul knows his time is limited.

Acts subtly communicates that seasons of ministry may be brief — requiring
intentional investment.

5) Application for Today

Acts 20 calls the Church to depth and vigilance.

The whole counsel must be taught.

Leaders must guard against both external threat and internal distortion.
Ministry demands humility, tears, and endurance.

The Church belongs to God — purchased by Christ’s blood.
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We are entrusted with stewardship, not ownership.
When farewell approaches, what matters most is faithfulness to the Word.
The Word of grace builds and sustains.

The mission continues — even when messengers depart.

6) Prayer Focus

Shepherding Lord,

Guard Your Church from distortion and division.
Grant leaders humility and courage.

Help us proclaim the whole counsel of Your Word.
Build Your people by Your grace

as the mission advances under Your sovereign hand.
Amen.
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Acts — Chapter 21

1) Chapter Overview

The missionary advance now turns toward Jerusalem — not in triumph, but
in foreseen suffering.

Paul travels with urgency. In Tyre and Caesarea, disciples urge him not to go
to Jerusalem. A prophet named Agabus binds his own hands and feet with
Paul’s belt, foretelling imprisonment.

Yet Paul remains resolute:

“I am ready not only to be imprisoned but even to die in Jerusalem for the
name of the Lord Jesus.”

He arrives in Jerusalem and is warmly received by James and the elders. Paul
reports what God has done among the Gentiles. They glorify God — but
tension remains.

Rumors circulate that Paul teaches Jews to forsake Moses.

To demonstrate good faith, Paul participates in purification rites at the temple.
Yet Jews from Asia recognize him and stir up a crowd, accusing him of
defiling the temple.

Violence erupts. Paul is seized and beaten. Roman soldiers intervene,
arresting him to restore order.

As he is carried into the barracks, Paul requests permission to speak to the
crowd.

The chapter ends with Paul standing on the steps, signaling for silence.

The Word now advances through chains.

2) Key Verse(s)
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Resolved Obedience

“I am ready not only to be imprisoned but even to die... for the name of the
Lord Jesus.” (Acts 21:13)

God’s Work Among Gentiles

“He related one by one the things that God had done.” (Acts 21:19)
Mob Accusation

“Men of Israel, help! This is the man...” (Acts 21:28)

Paul Speaks

“Brothers and fathers, hear the defense that I now make before you.” (Acts
21:40-22:1 transition)

3) Main Teachings & Doctrinal Truths
1. The Spirit Warns — Yet Does Not Forbid

In Tyre and Caesarea, believers understand through the Spirit that
imprisonment awaits Paul.

The warnings do not prohibit the journey; they prepare for it.

Acts distinguishes between foreknowledge of suffering and prohibition of
obedience.

The Spirit’s guidance includes preparation for hardship.

2. Obedience May Require Costly Resolve

Paul’s declaration reflects settled conviction.

His allegiance to Christ outweighs fear of chains.
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Acts consistently portrays suffering not as deviation from calling, but as its
extension.

Faithfulness is measured by readiness to endure.

3. Unity Requires Sensitivity — Not Compromise

James and the elders advise Paul to participate in temple purification rites.
The intent is to calm rumors and preserve unity.
Paul’s action does not negate the Gospel of grace established in Chapter 15.

Acts shows that cultural sensitivity may serve peace without surrendering
doctrine.

Wisdom navigates tension carefully.

4. Misunderstanding Fuels Hostility

The accusation is exaggerated and false.

Paul is charged with teaching Jews to abandon Moses and with defiling the
temple.

The pattern repeats:

Proclamation leads to distortion.
Distortion leads to violence.

Acts portrays hostility arising not from moral failure, but from
misrepresentation.

5. Roman Authority Becomes Protective Custody

The Roman tribune intervenes to prevent Paul’s death.
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Arrest becomes protection.

Acts continues to show civil authority functioning ambiguously —
restraining chaos even when not aligned with faith.

Chains now become the context for testimony.

6. The Witness Continues Under Restraint

As Paul stands bound yet composed, he asks to speak.
He does not flee. He does not remain silent.
Acts shifts from missionary travel to courtroom testimony.

The mission moves toward Rome — not through voluntary journey, but
through legal process.

The Word advances through defense.

4) Hidden or Overlooked Detail

Luke notes that the crowd falls silent when Paul speaks to them in the
Hebrew language.

Language choice matters.
Paul addresses them as one of their own.

Acts underscores that witness adapts tone and language without altering truth.

5) Application for Today
Acts 21 calls believers to sober resolve.
The Spirit may warn of difficulty without removing it.

Obedience sometimes leads directly into conflict.
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Wisdom must preserve unity where possible — but truth must remain intact.
When misrepresented, the faithful response is clarity, not retaliation.

Chains may become platforms.

The risen Christ continues His mission — even when His servants are bound.
The question remains:

Are we prepared to follow where obedience leads, even when suffering is
certain?

6) Prayer Focus

Lord Jesus,

Strengthen us to obey when the path includes hardship.
Grant wisdom to preserve unity without compromising truth.
Give us courage to testify faithfully

when misunderstood or opposed.

May Your Word advance

through every circumstance You ordain.

Amen.
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Acts — Chapter 22

1) Chapter Overview

Paul now speaks from the steps of the barracks, addressing the hostile crowd
in Jerusalem.

He begins not with accusation, but identification:
“Brothers and fathers...”
He recounts his background:

e Born in Tarsus

e Educated under Gamaliel

e Zealous for the law

e Persecutor of the Way

He narrates his conversion on the road to Damascus — the light, the voice,
the blindness, the commission.

The crowd listens carefully — until Paul recounts the Lord’s instruction to go
to the Gentiles.

At the mention of Gentile mission, the uproar resumes.
The tribune orders Paul to be examined by flogging.

As they stretch him out for the whip, Paul calmly asks whether it is lawful to
scourge a Roman citizen uncondemned.

The proceedings halt.

The chapter closes with the tribune seeking to understand the charges and
arranging for Paul to stand before the council.

The Word advances through testimony — and through lawful appeal.
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2) Key Verse(s)

Zealous Past

“I persecuted this Way to the death.” (Acts 22:4)

Divine Confrontation

“I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting.” (Acts 22:8)
Commission Declared

“I will send you far away to the Gentiles.” (Acts 22:21)
Citizenship Revealed

“Is 1t lawful for you to flog a man who is a Roman citizen and
uncondemned?” (Acts 22:25)

3) Main Teachings & Doctrinal Truths

1. Testimony Connects with Shared Identity
Paul begins by emphasizing his Jewish credentials.
He is not an outsider attacking Israel.

He is a former zealot for the law.

Acts shows the importance of contextual identification — speaking truth
from within shared history.

The Gospel does not erase past heritage; it fulfills it.

2. Conversion Is Confrontation with the Risen Lord

Paul recounts the Damascus encounter in detail.
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The risen Jesus identifies Himself personally.

The persecutor becomes the addressed.

Acts reinforces the union between Christ and His Church:
To persecute believers is to persecute Christ.

The transformation of Paul remains one of the strongest evidences of divine
intervention in the narrative.

3. Calling Includes Commission

Paul’s testimony includes instruction from the Lord:

Rise.

Be baptized.

Wash away sins.
Go to the Gentiles.

Salvation and mission are intertwined.

Acts consistently presents conversion as entrance into purpose.

4. Gentile Inclusion Provokes Resistance

The crowd listens attentively — until Gentile mission is mentioned.

Their reaction reveals that the central tension remains ethnic and covenantal
boundaries.

Acts underscores that the Gospel’s expansion beyond Israel remains the point
of greatest offense.

The 1ssue 1s not resurrection alone — it is inclusion without distinction.

5. Lawful Rights May Serve the Gospel
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Paul does not resist arrest violently.

Yet he invokes his Roman citizenship to prevent unlawful flogging.
This is neither pride nor evasion.

It preserves his life and ensures further opportunity to testify.

Acts demonstrates that legal standing can serve mission when used wisely.

6. Courage Under Pressure

Paul recounts his encounter calmly amid hostility.
Even as the crowd turns violent, he remains composed.

The Word advances through steady witness — not reactive defense.

4) Hidden or Overlooked Detail

Paul speaks in Hebrew (Aramaic), and the crowd becomes even quieter.
The language signals solidarity.

Acts subtly emphasizes that witness must sometimes bridge emotional
hostility through shared cultural forms.

Clarity does not require aggression.

5) Application for Today

Acts 22 calls believers to testify clearly about Christ’s work in their lives.
Personal history may become platform for proclamation.
The risen Lord still confronts, calls, and sends.

Inclusion across boundaries may provoke resistance.
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Faithfulness may require both humility and firmness.
Lawful rights may be used responsibly for continued witness.
The mission continues — even when met with uproar.

The risen Christ remains the center of every testimony.

6) Prayer Focus

Lord Jesus,

Give us courage to testify faithfully about Your work in us.
Grant wisdom in using the freedoms You provide.

Keep us steady when opposition rises.

May our words point clearly to You

as Your mission advances through every trial.

Amen.
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Acts — Chapter 23

1) Chapter Overview

Paul now stands before the Jewish council — the Sanhedrin.

He begins with a clear conscience:
“I have lived my life before God in all good conscience up to this day.”

The high priest orders him struck.

Paul responds sharply, then retracts when informed of the high priest’s
identity, citing the law: “You shall not speak evil of a ruler of your people.”

Recognizing the division between Pharisees and Sadducees, Paul declares
himself a Pharisee and asserts the issue at hand:

“It 1s with respect to the hope and the resurrection of the dead that I am on
trial.”

The council erupts into dispute. The Roman tribune intervenes to prevent
violence.

That night, the Lord stands by Paul and speaks:

“Take courage, for as you have testified to the facts about Me in Jerusalem, so
you must testify also in Rome.”

Meanwhile, more than forty men form a conspiracy to kill Paul.
The plot is uncovered through Paul’s nephew, who informs the tribune.
A large Roman escort transports Paul by night to Caesarea under protection.

The chapter closes with Paul held in Herod’s praetorium, awaiting further
hearing.

The Word advances — now under official custody.
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2) Key Verse(s

Clear Conscience

“I have lived my life before God in all good conscience.” (Acts 23:1)
Resurrection Central

“It 1s with respect to the hope and the resurrection of the dead that I am on
trial.” (Acts 23:6)

Divine Assurance
“Take courage... you must testify also in Rome.” (Acts 23:11)
Providential Protection

“Have this young man stand by you...” (Acts 23:17-18 context)

3) Main Teachings & Doctrinal Truths

1. Resurrection Remains the Core Issue

Before the council, Paul narrows the controversy to resurrection.
The Sadducees deny it. The Pharisees affirm it.

The internal division exposes the theological heart of the matter.

Acts consistently presents resurrection as central — not peripheral — to
Christian proclamation.

The dispute is not merely procedural. It is doctrinal.

2. Conscience Before God Matters

Paul asserts that he has lived in good conscience.

This is not a claim of sinless perfection.
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It reflects integrity in conviction and obedience.

Acts portrays Christian witness as rooted in accountability before God, not
merely before human courts.

3. The Lord Strengthens His Servant

The Lord stands by Paul at night.
The reassurance 1s personal and specific:

Jerusalem testimony is complete.
Rome testimony awaits.

Acts highlights the sovereignty of Christ over mission trajectory.

The path to Rome will not be direct or comfortable — but it is assured.

4. Human Conspiracy Cannot Override Divine Purpose
The forty men bind themselves under oath to kill Paul.
Their zeal is intense. Their plan is detailed.

Yet it fails.

Providence operates quietly — through Paul’s nephew, through Roman
procedure, through official caution.

Acts shows divine protection working through ordinary channels.

5. Civil Authority Becomes Instrumental

The Roman tribune organizes a substantial military escort.

The contrast is striking:
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Religious leaders seek violence.
Roman officials ensure safe passage.

Acts continues to present complex interaction between Church and empire.

God’s purpose advances through unexpected protectors.

6. The Mission Shifts Toward Rome

With transfer to Caesarea, the narrative moves geographically closer to
Rome.

The Lord’s promise defines direction.
The Gospel will reach the center of imperial power.

Chains will carry the message further.

4) Hidden or Overlooked Detail

Paul’s nephew — previously unmentioned — becomes a critical link in
preserving the mission.

Luke introduces him without emphasis.

Acts reminds the reader that unnamed individuals often serve decisive roles
in God’s unfolding plan.

Providence includes family, youth, and seemingly minor participants.

5) Application for Today

Acts 23 calls believers to steady confidence.
When opposition intensifies, resurrection hope must remain central.

Conscience before God sustains integrity under scrutiny.
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The Lord stands by His servants — even when trials multiply.

Plots may form.
Hostility may escalate.
Yet God’s purpose prevails.

We may not see the full path — but Christ does.
Faithfulness today prepares testimony tomorrow.

The Word advances toward Rome — and beyond.

6) Prayer Focus

Risen Lord,

Strengthen us when opposition surrounds us.
Anchor us in resurrection hope.

Guard our conscience before You.

Use even unexpected means

to preserve and advance Your mission.
Amen.
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Acts — Chapter 24

1) Chapter Overview

Paul now stands trial before Felix, the Roman governor in Caesarea.

Five days after his transfer, the high priest Ananias arrives with elders and a
spokesman named Tertullus. The accusations are formal and calculated:

e Paulis a plague.
e  He stirs up riots among Jews throughout the world.
* He is a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes.
* He attempted to profane the temple.
Paul is permitted to respond.

He denies inciting unrest. He affirms worshiping the God of his fathers. He
confesses belief in everything laid down by the Law and written in the
Prophets. He declares hope in the resurrection — both of the just and the
unjust.

He insists that his conscience remains clear.
Felix delays judgment, claiming further information is needed.

Later, Felix and his wife Drusilla summon Paul privately to hear about faith
in Christ Jesus.

Paul reasons about righteousness, self-control, and the coming judgment.
Felix becomes alarmed.
He dismisses Paul — but keeps him imprisoned, hoping for a bribe.

Two years pass.
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Felix leaves office, replaced by Festus. Wanting to grant favor to the Jews,
Felix leaves Paul in custody.

The Word advances — now through reasoned defense before political
authority.

2) Key Verse(s
Clear Conscience

bl

“I always take pains to have a clear conscience toward both God and man.’
(Acts 24:16)

Hope of Resurrection
“There will be a resurrection of both the just and the unjust.” (Acts 24:15)
Faith in Christ

“He reasoned about righteousness and self-control and the coming
judgment.” (Acts 24:25)

Deferred Decision

“Go away for the present. When I get an opportunity I will summon you.”
(Acts 24:25)

3) Main Teachings & Doctrinal Truths

1. False Accusation Distorts the Gospel

Tertullus flatters Felix and exaggerates charges.

Paul is labeled a disturber of peace and sect leader.

Acts shows how the Gospel is often misrepresented as socially destabilizing.

Yet Luke presents Paul’s conduct as orderly and reverent.



143 of 170

The truth must be stated calmly — even when mischaracterized.

2. Christianity Is Rooted in Israel’s Scriptures

Paul affirms belief in the Law and the Prophets.

He does not present the Gospel as departure from Israel’s hope, but as
fulfillment.

The resurrection stands at the center of continuity.

Acts consistently demonstrates that the Christian faith is not novelty, but
culmination.

3. Resurrection Hope Shapes Conscience

Paul’s hope in resurrection undergirds his pursuit of a clear conscience.
Belief in final accountability affects present conduct.

Acts connects doctrinal conviction with ethical integrity.

The expectation of resurrection motivates holy living.

4. The Gospel Addresses Moral Accountability

Before Felix and Drusilla, Paul speaks of:

Righteousness.
Self-control.
Coming judgment.

The message is not softened for political convenience.

Felix is alarmed.
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Acts portrays the Gospel as personally confronting — not merely
philosophically interesting.

Judgment is real because resurrection is real.

5. Delayed Decision Is Spiritual Danger

Felix postpones response.

He listens repeatedly, yet remains unchanged.

Hope of personal advantage (a bribe) shapes his conduct.

Acts illustrates that exposure to truth does not guarantee submission to it.

Procrastination may coexist with conviction.

6. Chains Do Not Halt Testimony

Paul remains imprisoned for two years.
The narrative does not record wasted time.
The Gospel continues to be heard in official circles.

Acts portrays imprisonment not as interruption of mission, but as redirection
of audience.

4) Hidden or Overlooked Detail

Felix hopes for money from Paul.
The governor assumes financial motive behind ministry.
Luke includes this detail quietly.

The Gospel is free — yet often suspected of hidden agenda.
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Integrity under scrutiny distinguishes authentic witness.

S) Application for Today

Acts 24 calls believers to steady integrity.
A clear conscience before God and man remains essential.
Resurrection hope shapes ethical life.

When given opportunity, the Gospel must be proclaimed fully — including
righteousness and judgment.

Political authority may listen — but not repent.
Delay may be more dangerous than hostility.
The Word advances when truth is spoken calmly and faithfully.

Chains may limit movement — but they cannot silence conviction.

6) Prayer Focus

Holy God,

Guard our conscience before You.

Give us courage to speak of righteousness and judgment.
Keep us from compromise when authority listens.
Strengthen us to remain faithful

as Your Word advances through every trial.

Amen.
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Acts — Chapter 25

1) Chapter Overview

The legal process continues.

Festus succeeds Felix as governor. Soon after arriving in Caesarea, he travels
to Jerusalem. The chief priests and Jewish leaders renew their charges against
Paul, requesting that he be transferred to Jerusalem — intending to ambush
him along the way.

Festus refuses the transfer but invites them to present their case in Caesarea.
Paul stands trial again. The accusations remain serious but unproven.

Seeking favor with the Jews, Festus asks Paul whether he is willing to go up
to Jerusalem for judgment.

Paul responds decisively:

“I am standing before Caesar’s tribunal, where I ought to be tried.”
He asserts his Roman citizenship and appeals to Caesar.

Festus confers with his council and declares:

“To Caesar you have appealed; to Caesar you shall go.”

Soon afterward, King Agrippa II and Bernice visit Festus. Festus explains
Paul’s case, admitting difficulty in formulating specific charges worthy of
imperial review.

Paul will speak again — now before royal authority.

The Word advances — toward Rome, through appeal.

2) Key Verse(s

Unproven Charges
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“They brought against him many and serious charges that they could not
prove.” (Acts 25:7)

Appeal Declared

“I appeal to Caesar.” (Acts 25:11)

Rightful Tribunal

“I am standing before Caesar’s tribunal.” (Acts 25:10)
Perplexed Governor

“I have nothing definite to write to my lord about him.” (Acts 25:26)

3) Main Teachings & Doctrinal Truths
1. Hostility Persists Without Evidence
The Jewish leaders repeat accusations.

Luke emphasizes repeatedly: they cannot prove them.

Acts presents Christian proclamation as legally defensible within Roman
order.

The charges are theological, not criminal.

The Gospel is disruptive to conscience — but not unlawful in conduct.

2. Appeals to Justice Can Serve Mission

Paul refuses transfer to Jerusalem, recognizing the danger and likely
injustice.

He asserts his right as a Roman citizen.

The appeal to Caesar is not escape from suffering. It is movement toward
Rome — in line with the Lord’s promise in Chapter 23.
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Legal process becomes the vehicle for Gospel advance.

Acts shows that rights may be exercised wisely for mission continuity.

3. Divine Purpose Works Through Bureaucracy

Festus seeks to understand the case but finds no capital offense.

His confusion reflects the nature of the dispute: resurrection, religious
disagreement, claims about a man who was dead but now lives.

The Gospel confronts categories that Roman authority does not fully grasp.

Yet Rome becomes the pathway to wider proclamation.

4. Political Leaders Encounter the Gospel Indirectly
Agrippa and Bernice enter the scene with great pomp.
Paul’s case draws their attention.

Acts underscores that testimony before rulers fulfills Christ’s earlier
commission (Acts 9:15).

The mission extends upward as well as outward.

5. The Resurrection Remains Central

Festus summarizes the dispute as concerning “a certain Jesus, who was dead,
but whom Paul asserted to be alive.”

Even in official misunderstanding, the heart of the Gospel is identified.
Resurrection defines the controversy.

Acts consistently returns to this core claim.
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4) Hidden or Overlooked Detail

Festus refers to Caesar as “my lord.”
The imperial cult language reflects Rome’s political theology.
Against this backdrop, Paul proclaims another Lord — Jesus.
The contrast is subtle but significant.

Acts continues to juxtapose earthly sovereignty with Christ’s authority.

5) Application for Today

Acts 25 calls believers to prudence and courage.

Legal systems may be imperfect — yet they may serve providential purpose.
Hostility may repeat without proof.

Integrity must remain steady.

Appealing to lawful rights is not lack of faith when done for the sake of
witness.

The Gospel’s core — that Jesus is alive — remains the dividing line.
The Word advances not by evading authority, but by testifying within it.
Christ’s promise stands:

Witness will reach Rome.

6) Prayer Focus

Righteous Lord,

Grant us wisdom in navigating authority.

Keep our integrity clear when falsely accused.
Strengthen us to testify boldly that Christ lives.
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Guide our steps through every legal and political circumstance
as Your Word advances.
Amen.
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Acts — Chapter 26

1) Chapter Overview

Paul now stands before King Agrippa II.

Unlike previous hearings, this setting allows extended testimony. Agrippa is
familiar with Jewish customs and controversies. Paul is permitted to speak
freely.

He begins with gratitude for the opportunity to present his defense before one
acquainted with Jewish matters.

He recounts:
e  His strict Pharisaic upbringing
e His hope in the promise made to the fathers
e His former persecution of Christians
e His encounter with the risen Christ on the road to Damascus
The Damascus account is told again — now emphasizing divine commission:

“I am sending you to open their eyes... that they may turn from darkness to
light.”

Paul affirms that he has not been disobedient to the heavenly vision.

He proclaims repentance, deeds consistent with repentance, and the
fulfillment of Moses and the prophets — that the Christ must suffer and rise
from the dead.

Festus interrupts, accusing Paul of madness.
Paul responds calmly.

He turns directly to Agrippa:
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“King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know that you believe.”
Agrippa replies, “In a short time would you persuade me to be a Christian?”

The hearing ends with recognition that Paul has done nothing deserving death
or imprisonment.

Agrippa remarks that he might have been set free had he not appealed to
Caesar.

The Word advances — now spoken before kings.

2) Key Verse(s
Hope of Promise

“For the hope of the promise made by God to our fathers I am on trial.” (Acts
26:6)

Heavenly Vision
“I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision.” (Acts 26:19)
Mission Declared

“To open their eyes... that they may receive forgiveness of sins.” (Acts
26:18)

Resurrection Central

“That the Christ must suffer and... be the first to rise from the dead.” (Acts
26:23)

3) Main Teachings & Doctrinal Truths

1. The Gospel Fulfills Israel’s Hope

Paul frames his defense around the promise made to the fathers.
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The resurrection is not a departure from Judaism — it is its fulfillment.
Acts consistently portrays Christianity as continuity, not rupture.

The hope for which Paul stands trial is covenantal hope realized in Christ.

2. Conversion Is Commissioned Purpose

The Damascus account includes expanded detail:
Paul is appointed servant and witness.
The mission is defined clearly:
* Open eyes
e  Turn from darkness to light
e  Turn from the power of Satan to God
e Receive forgiveness and inheritance
Acts emphasizes that salvation involves transfer of allegiance.

The Gospel confronts spiritual authority and grants participation in the
inheritance of the sanctified.

3. Obedience to Revelation Matters

Paul insists he was not disobedient to the heavenly vision.
Faith requires response.

Acts portrays obedience not as perfection, but as alignment with divine
calling.

The mission continues because Paul submitted to what he saw.
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4. Resurrection Provokes Skepticism

Festus interrupts:
“You are out of your mind.”
The resurrection strains Roman categories.

Paul affirms the rationality of his claims — not madness, but truth spoken
soberly.

Acts continues to show that the resurrection remains the dividing point
between belief and dismissal.

5. Direct Appeal to Conscience

Paul addresses Agrippa personally.

“Do you believe the prophets?”

The Gospel is not abstract argument alone; it presses for response.
Agrippa’s reply is ambiguous — perhaps ironic, perhaps evasive.
Acts leaves the tension unresolved.

Testimony does not always yield immediate conversion.

6. Innocence Acknowledged — Mission Continues

Agrippa and Festus agree Paul has committed no crime.
Yet because of his appeal, he will proceed to Rome.
The Lord’s earlier assurance (Acts 23:11) moves closer to fulfillment.

Chains become the means of arrival.
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4) Hidden or Overlooked Detail

Paul expresses desire that not only Agrippa but all who hear him might
become as he i1s — “except for these chains.”

The statement balances freedom and captivity.
He desires their salvation — not their suffering.

Acts highlights that love for hearers persists even under confinement.

5) Application for Today

Acts 26 calls believers to clarity in testimony.

Personal history must connect to divine promise.

The resurrection remains central.

The Gospel addresses spiritual blindness and transfers allegiance.
Obedience to calling sustains mission.

Mockery may arise.
Evasion may follow.
Recognition of innocence may occur.

But response belongs to the hearer.

Our responsibility is faithful proclamation before every audience — whether
crowd, governor, or king.

The Word advances toward Rome — carried by chains and courage.

6) Prayer Focus

Risen Lord,
Give us boldness to testify before every authority.
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Keep us obedient to Your calling.

Open blind eyes and turn hearts toward You.
Grant us clarity and courage

as Your Word advances through every hearing.
Amen.
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Acts — Chapter 27

1) Chapter Overview

The journey to Rome begins — not as triumphant procession, but as perilous
voyage.

Paul is handed over to a centurion named Julius and placed aboard a ship
bound along the coast of Asia. Aristarchus accompanies him. The journey
proceeds slowly, hindered by contrary winds.

Against Paul’s warning, the decision is made to attempt further travel past
Crete, seeking a better harbor for winter.

A violent northeaster strikes.

The ship is driven off course. Cargo is thrown overboard. Tackle is discarded.
For many days, neither sun nor stars appear. All hope of being saved is
abandoned.

Paul stands among the crew and passengers. He reminds them that they
should have listened — yet he offers assurance:

An angel of God appeared to him, declaring that he must stand before Caesar
and that all aboard will be spared, though the ship will be lost.

Fourteen days pass in storm. As the ship approaches land, sailors attempt
escape. Paul warns the centurion that survival depends on remaining together.

The soldiers cut away the lifeboat.

Before dawn, Paul urges all to eat. He gives thanks to God in the presence of
all and breaks bread.

Encouraged, they eat.

The ship strikes a reef and begins to break apart. Soldiers plan to kill the
prisoners to prevent escape, but the centurion intervenes to save Paul.



160 of 170

All reach shore safely.

The Word advances — through storm, counsel, and divine promise.

2) Key Verse(s
Warning Ignored

“Sirs, I perceive that the voyage will be with injury and much loss.” (Acts
27:10)

Divine Assurance
“Do not be afraid, Paul; you must stand before Caesar.” (Acts 27:24)
Hope Restored

“Take heart, men, for I have faith in God that it will be exactly as I have been
told.” (Acts 27:25)

All Preserved

“And so it was that all were brought safely to land.” (Acts 27:44)

3) Main Teachings & Doctrinal Truths
1. Divine Purpose Does Not Eliminate Difficulty

The Lord has promised Paul will testify in Rome.
Yet the path includes storm, danger, hunger, and fear.
Acts rejects the notion that divine calling guarantees ease.

Providence includes turbulence.

2. Human Judgment May Resist Wise Counsel
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Paul warns against proceeding.
The centurion listens instead to the pilot and owner of the ship.
The majority persuades.

Acts portrays decision-making shaped by perceived advantage rather than
spiritual discernment.

Consequences follow — yet God’s purpose remains intact.

3. God’s Sovereignty Includes Preservation of Others

The angel declares that all aboard are granted safety “because of” Paul.
The language suggests shared preservation tied to God’s servant.
Acts demonstrates that divine favor extended to one may benefit many.

Paul becomes instrument of survival for believers and unbelievers alike.

4. Faith Steadies Others in Crisis

While seasoned sailors despair, Paul stands composed.

He encourages, reassures, and gives thanks publicly.

The giving of thanks before breaking bread echoes earlier scenes of worship.
Acts presents faith as stabilizing presence amid chaos.

Leadership rooted in trust becomes lifeline for others.

5. Obedience Requires Collective Dependence

When sailors attempt to abandon ship, Paul warns:

“Unless these men stay in the ship, you cannot be saved.”
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Divine promise does not remove responsibility.
All must remain together.

Acts underscores interplay between promise and obedience.

6. Roman Authority Preserves the Mission

The soldiers’ plan to kill prisoners would have ended Paul’s life.
The centurion, wishing to save Paul, prevents it.
Again, civil authority becomes instrument of preservation.

God’s promise to bring Paul to Rome overrides violent impulse.

4) Hidden or Overlooked Detail

Luke records precise nautical detail — winds, harbors, soundings, anchors.
The specificity reinforces historical reliability.
Acts closes its narrative movement with realism, not legend.

The storm is described with grounded detail — underscoring that God’s
providence operates within real-world circumstances.

5) Application for Today

Acts 27 reminds the Church that obedience may include storms.
Promise does not eliminate peril.
Faith must speak clearly when fear dominates.

Gratitude in crisis strengthens others.
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God’s purposes may preserve entire communities because of His servants’
presence.

We must remain together when waves rise.
Divine sovereignty works through both warning and rescue.

The Word advances — not in calm seas alone, but through shipwreck and
survival.

6) Prayer Focus

Sovereign Lord,

Steady our hearts when storms surround us.
Grant us courage to trust Your promises.

Make us instruments of encouragement in crisis.
Preserve Your purposes

through every danger we face.

Amen.
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Acts — Chapter 28

1) Chapter Overview

The journey concludes — yet the mission continues.

Shipwrecked survivors discover they are on the island of Malta. The islanders
show unusual kindness, building a fire to warm the drenched travelers.

As Paul gathers sticks, a viper fastens onto his hand. The islanders assume
judgment. When he suffers no harm, they reverse their judgment and consider
him divine.

Paul neither dies nor claims divinity.

He heals the father of Publius, the chief man of the island, and many others
who are sick. Honor is shown. Provision is given for the next stage of travel.

After three months, they depart for Rome.
Upon arrival, Paul is allowed to live by himself with a soldier guarding him.

He summons the local Jewish leaders and explains his situation. He declares
that he is wearing chains “for the hope of Israel.”

He expounds from morning until evening, testifying to the kingdom of God
and trying to convince them about Jesus from the Law of Moses and the
Prophets.

Some are convinced. Others disbelieve.

Paul concludes with a quotation from Isaiah 6 — describing hardened hearts
and closed eyes.

He announces that this salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles — and
they will listen.

The book closes:
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Paul remains two full years in his own rented quarters, welcoming all who
come to him, proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord
Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance.

No final verdict.
No narrative closure.
The Word continues.

2) Key Verse(s

Hope of Israel

“It 1s because of the hope of Israel that I am wearing this chain.” (Acts 28:20)
Scripture Expounded

“From morning till evening he expounded to them, testifying to the kingdom
of God.” (Acts 28:23)

Gentile Inclusion Reaffirmed

“This salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles; they will listen.” (Acts
28:28)

Unhindered Proclamation

“Proclaiming the kingdom of God... with all boldness and without
hindrance.” (Acts 28:31)

3) Main Teachings & Doctrinal Truths

1. Providence Continues Beyond Crisis

The shipwreck does not conclude danger.

The viper incident mirrors previous misunderstandings:
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Condemnation assumed.
Divinity presumed.

Paul neither fears nor exalts himself.
Acts portrays steady witness through unexpected events.

God’s protection does not lead to self-glory.

2. Mercy Accompanies Mission

On Malta, Paul heals many.

The Gospel is not formally preached in recorded sermon form — yet mercy
and healing accompany presence.

Acts continues to intertwine compassion and proclamation.

The Lord’s power is visible even in transit.

3. Rome Becomes Platform, Not Prison

Paul is under guard — yet allowed to receive visitors.
He calls the Jewish leaders first, maintaining the pattern: “to the Jew first.”
He explains that he stands accused for the hope of Israel.

Acts reinforces continuity between Israel’s hope and Christ’s fulfillment.

4. Scripture Remains Central

Paul reasons from the Law and the Prophets.
The content remains consistent:

The kingdom of God.
The Lord Jesus Christ.
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From beginning to end, Acts portrays the Gospel as Scripture-rooted and
resurrection-centered.

5. Division Persists to the End

As throughout the book:

Some believe.
Some reject.

The quotation from Isaiah underscores a persistent pattern of hardened hearts.
Acts closes without universal acceptance.

Faithfulness, not unanimity, defines success.

6. The Word Is Unhindered

The final word of the book is striking:
“Without hindrance.”

Paul is chained.
The Word is not.

The narrative began in Jerusalem with fearful waiting.
It ends in Rome with bold proclamation.

The risen Christ continues His work.

The Spirit continues to empower.

The Gospel continues to move.

Acts does not conclude with Paul’s death or release.

It concludes with the Word advancing.
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4) Hidden or Overlooked Detail

Luke records that Paul welcomed “all who came to him.”
The openness is intentional.

The missionary journeys have ended.
The teaching continues.

The location has changed — from synagogue and marketplace to rented
quarters.

The mission remains the same.

Acts quietly implies that the story is unfinished.

5) Application for Today

Acts 28 leaves the Church with responsibility.
The Gospel is unhindered — but it advances through witnesses.
Chains may limit freedom — yet boldness remains possible.

Scripture must be expounded.
Christ must be proclaimed.
The kingdom must be declared.

Some will believe.
Some will reject.

The mission does not end with one generation.
The risen Lord still reigns.
The Spirit still empowers.

The Word still advances.
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6) Prayer Focus

Sovereign Lord,

Grant us boldness without hindrance.

Keep us faithful in every setting.

Open hearts to believe.

Strengthen Your Church to proclaim

the kingdom of God and the Lord Jesus Christ
until the mission You began is complete.
Amen.
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