🏫 School-Wide Advocacy Plan
“Kids Helping Kids: Childhood Cancer Awareness Week”
Audience: Entire School (K–12 adaptable)
Duration: 1 Week (can be shortened to 1–3 days)
Core Themes:
· Empathy
· Civic voice
· Awareness
· Hope

🎯 Goals
· Help students understand childhood cancer in an age-appropriate way
· Empower students to use writing, art, and kindness as advocacy tools
· Create a visible culture of compassion and awareness
· Provide a safe, inclusive way to participate (no personal disclosure required)

🗓️ WEEK-AT-A-GLANCE OVERVIEW
Day 1 – Awareness & Empathy
Theme: Understanding Childhood Cancer
Color: 💛 Gold
Activities:
· Morning announcement (script below)
· Classroom discussion (5–10 minutes)
· Gold ribbons or gold stickers distributed
· Optional short video or read-aloud (grade appropriate)
Morning Announcement Script:
“This week our school is learning how kids can help other kids. Some children get very sick with cancer and have to spend a lot of time in hospitals. We’re going to use kindness, learning, and our voices to show we care.”

Day 2 – Stories & Connection
Theme: Kids Helping Kids
Activities by Grade Band:
· K–1: Drawing kindness pictures (helping, hearts, gold ribbons)
· 2–3: Writing kind messages or short letters
· 4–5: Writing structured letters asking for awareness and research
· 6–8 / HS: Writing advocacy or persuasive letters
Optional:
Teachers share anonymized, gentle examples like:
· “Some kids miss recess.”
· “Some kids don’t have medicine made just for them.”

Day 3 – Writing for Change
Theme: Using Our Voices
Core Activity:
· All students complete age-appropriate letters to representatives or “leaders who help kids”
Options for Schools:
· Mail letters
· Email letters (teacher/administrator facilitated)
· Create a school advocacy binder
· Display copies (first names only or anonymous)

Day 4 – Creativity & Visibility
Theme: Hope & Awareness
Activities:
· Create a Gold Ribbon Hallway
· Bulletin board titled: “Kids Using Their Voices”
· Art projects:
· Handprint mural
· Paper gold ribbons with student messages
· “Hope Stars” with wishes for sick kids
Optional Dress-Up:
· Wear gold
· Wear superhero shirts (“Kids are Brave” theme)

Day 5 – Reflection & Celebration
Theme: Compassion in Action
Activities:
· Classroom reflection prompts
· School-wide thank-you message
· Optional assembly or slideshow
Reflection Prompts:
· “One thing I learned this week is…”
· “One way I can help others is…”
· “I hope kids with cancer…”

🧑‍🏫 ROLE BREAKDOWN
Administrators
· Approve plan and messaging
· Coordinate letter delivery
· Send parent communication
Teachers
· Facilitate discussions and writing
· Ensure emotional safety
· Encourage participation, not pressure
Counselors / Social Workers
· Available for students who feel emotional
· Provide trauma-informed guidance

🛡️ SENSITIVITY & SAFETY GUIDELINES
· No student required to share personal stories
· Language stays hopeful, not frightening
· Emphasis on kindness, not illness details
· Opt-out always allowed

📬 COMMUNITY & FAMILY INVOLVEMENT (Optional)
· Parent letter explaining the week
· Invite families to wear gold
· Share photos of art displays (no names)
· Local newspaper or school newsletter feature

📊 OUTCOMES & METRICS (Optional)
· Number of letters written
· Participation by grade
· Student reflection themes
· Visual displays completed

