📚 Classroom Writing Activity Versions by Grade Level
“Using Our Voices to Help Kids with Cancer”

🧒 Grades K–1 (Drawing + Dictation)
Focus
· Empathy
· Expressing feelings
· Understanding that kids can help other kids
Time
15–20 minutes
Instructions
1. Teacher reads a short explanation:
“Some kids get very sick and have to go to the hospital a lot. We are going to help them by sharing kind messages.”
2. Students draw a picture showing:
· Helping a sick child
· A heart, gold ribbon 💛, or friends together
3. Teacher or aide writes 1–2 dictated sentences for each child.
Sentence Starters
· “I want kids with cancer to feel ______.”
· “Please help kids get better.”
· “Kids need help.”
Final Product
· Drawing + dictated message
· Optional class poster or mailed bundle

🧒 Grades 2–3 (Guided Letter Writing)
Focus
· Basic letter structure
· Expressing care and simple requests
Time
25–30 minutes
Instructions
Students write a short letter using sentence starters and fill-in prompts.
Sentence Starters
· My name is ______ and I am ___ years old.
· Someone I care about has cancer. (optional)
· Cancer makes kids feel ______.
· I want you to help kids by ______.
· Thank you for helping kids like my ______.
Support
· Word bank (help, care, doctor, hospital, better, research)
· Drawing space at the bottom
Final Product
· Half-page handwritten letter
· Optional illustration

🧒 Grades 4–5 (Structured Opinion Letter)
Focus
· Opinion writing
· Supporting a cause with reasons
· Civic awareness
Time
30–40 minutes
Instructions
Students write a full letter with:
· Introduction
· Reason for writing
· 2 clear requests
· Closing
Writing Prompts
· Why does childhood cancer matter to kids?
· What do kids miss when they are sick?
· What should grown-ups in government do to help?
Sentence Starters
· I am writing to you because childhood cancer affects children and families.
· Kids with cancer face challenges like ______.
· I believe more research is important because ______.
· Please support funding and awareness for pediatric cancer.
· Thank you for listening to my voice.
Final Product
· Full-page letter
· Optional peer edit

🧒 Grades 6–8 (Persuasive Advocacy Letter)
Focus
· Persuasive writing
· Empathy + reasoning
· Real-world civic engagement
Time
40–60 minutes
Instructions
Students write a persuasive letter that includes:
· Personal or empathetic hook
· Explanation of the issue
· Clear call to action
· Respectful tone
Required Elements
· Why pediatric cancer is different from adult cancer
· Why funding and research matter
· A clear ask (awareness, funding, research support)
Sentence Starters
· Childhood cancer impacts thousands of families each year.
· Kids with cancer often lack treatments designed for them.
· I am asking you to support policies and funding that help children.
· Kids do not have time to wait.
· Thank you for considering the voices of young advocates.
Extension Option
· Research one fact (teacher-provided)
· Discuss how laws or funding help medical research

🧑‍🏫 High School (Optional Extension)
Focus
· Policy awareness
· Advanced persuasive writing
· Ethical reasoning
Additions
· Connect to a real bill or funding issue
· Include counterargument or reflection
· Discuss civic responsibility

📌 Differentiation & Sensitivity Notes (All Grades)
· Students never required to share personal experiences
· Letters can be hypothetical or empathy-based
· Emotional support language encouraged
· Focus is non-political, humanitarian, and age-appropriate

