For decades, the Sheffield Chinese Lion
Dance Team has stood as a vibrant
emblem of cultural heritage and
community spirit, its history shaped
profoundly by the leadership of the late
Jimmy Wan. Deeply respected and
affectionately known by nicknames
including Fei Je and Wong Fei Hung,
Jimmy was a pillar of the Sheffield
Chinese community and a dedicated
member of the Sheffield Chinese
Community Centre Committee. His
warmth, discipline, and commitment to
traditional arts have left an enduring

legacy carried forward by those he taught.

The team was initially formed by
dedicated members of the Sheffield and
District Chinese Association who came
together to train and perform. A period of
exciting growth followed from the late
1990s as the community developed.
During this time, the group welcomed
respected martial arts practitioners,
including Peter Allsop as well as new
members James Angel, Tommy Lau, and
David Johnson.
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The Sheffield Chinese Lion Dance Team: Preserving Heritage, Inspiring Community
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The early 2000s saw some restructuring
and the team evolved further to establish
a separate youth team under the Sheffield
and District Chinese School. Through all
these changes, Jimmy remained
genuinely at the heart of the Sheffield lion
dance scene. He was steadfastly
supported by a dedicated group of senior
performers, including the late Nam Bak
(drummer), William Ng (cymbals), and
Nicky Tsang (gong). Though they are now
retired from performing, their significant
influence continues to shape the musical
and rhythmic identity of the team today.

After a period of strength from the 1990s
through to 2010, membership declined
sharply between 2011 and 2015, leaving
the team close to disbanding. Its revival
began in 2015, a pivotal year in which
Carl Ngo, one of Jimmy’s senior students,
stepped forward to take over leadership
as Sifu and breathe new life into the
group. With the support of fellow senior
students James Sheun and Selina Wong,
the team entered a phase of rebuilding,
welcoming new members and re-
establishing its presence within the
community. This marked the beginning of
a renewed era, grounded in Jimmy’s
teachings but driven by fresh energy and
vision.

Training has continued to evolve under
this new leadership. Traditionally, lion
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dance training was closely intertwined
with classical Chinese martial arts,
emphasising strong stances, footwork,
and discipline. While these foundations
remain, today’s approach is more
inclusive, allowing individuals with no
martial arts experience to participate.
Performance character, musicality, and
teamwork now sit at the forefront,
maintaining tradition while embracing
modern accessibility. Stylistically, the
team’s roots in Jimmy’s Foshan lineage
remain central, enhanced by Carl’s
incorporation of modern Foshan and
Malaysian elements.

Cultural symbolism remains a core part of
every performance. Guided by drum,
cymbals, and gong, the lion wards off
negativity, brings luck, and blesses
businesses and communities. Traditional
props such as lettuce, oranges, and red
packets carry deep cultural meaning,
while the lion costumes reflect southern
Chinese heritage, including Foshan styles
and colour themes inspired by the
Romance of the Three Kingdoms.

Today, the Sheffield Chinese Lion Dance
Team is one of the city’s most
recognisable cultural ambassadors. Their
annual Chinese New Year street parade
draws hundreds who follow the lions
through Sheffield City Centre and along
London Road. The team also performs
widely at festivals, schools, universities,
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and community events across the region.

For younger members of Sheffield’s
Chinese community—and for participants
from diverse backgrounds—Iion dance
offers confidence, identity, and belonging.
Looking ahead, the team aims to
strengthen its role as a cultural bridge,
running workshops, open days, and
collaborative projects to ensure that this
powerful tradition continues to inspire
unity, pride, and cultural understanding for
generations to come.



