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History of the Chinese Community
in Sheffield and the Founding of the
Community Centre

The earliest recorded Chinese person
in Sheffield dates back to 1855, but
the Chinese community did not
become firmly established until the
1940s, when there were about 20 to
30 known Chinese residents, mainly
working in laundry shops. Due to
limited English ability and few
professional skills, making a living was
a daily struggle.

TR N\ FE SR E IR AR O
HORISE

I A ROk N FTIB I3 18554
, HIEEI19404K, e A fhfE ¥ EEd
SEELAR, EERKIA 20304 B AN HE A
, EEAEURASE TAE, RN REEEIA
FRHEERREARZL, HEFRFAERH AR
A SR~ HREE,

HIERIELE AR 554X AL 8l

. N

AYA

B 3E/R R A IR BT E

18554, (HEF20MHL4041%, EA
FERE P BRI SR, A4 20230
A ENIEN, EEEREKE TIE H
THBRENARAETWERER S, %$F
AT R AR E PR



In the late 1950s, immigrants from
Hong Kong’s New Territories arrived,
bringing Chinese catering culture and
opening restaurants. During the
1960s, family-run takeaway
businesses flourished, and many men
were able to bring their families to the
UK, allowing the community to grow
and stabilize. By the 1970s, the
Chinese population had expanded to
around 2,000-3,000.

Despite growth, the community faced
challenges: language barriers, cultural
differences, long working hours,
healthcare issues, and generational
gaps between children and parents.
These challenges highlighted the need
for unity, mutual support, and a shared
space for discussion and advocacy.
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In the 1970s and 1980s, community
organisations began to form. The
Sheffield Chinese Christian Church
offered spiritual guidance and a place
of worship. The Lai Yin Women’s
Association focused on women’s
welfare, family life, and gender
equality. The Sheffield Chinese
Association supported economic
cooperation, operated Chinese
language and culture programmes,
and worked alongside seniors’ and
women’s groups to provide social and
recreational opportunities.

Recognising the need for a central
hub, these groups advocated to the
local government for a permanent
community centre. With city council
funding and local support, the
Sheffield Chinese Community Centre
was established on London Road,
providing a venue for meetings,
education, recreation, and cultural
activities.
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The Centre symbolizes unity,
resilience, and cooperation, and
belongs to the Sheffield Chinese and
ESEA community. The Centre also
represents a responsibility for younger
generations, who are educated,
bilingual, and professionally skilled as
they can assist older generations,
advocate for rights, and contribute to
community development.

Young people are vital for the future.
Over the years young people with
Chinese and ESEA heritage have
integrated into British society while
maintaining cultural roots. They work
in professions such as law, finance,
medicine, engineering, property,
electronics, and catering, often in
senior positions. Their energy,
innovation, and dedication help
strengthen and unite Sheffield’s
community.
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