From the Pastor’s desk:	
What A Missed Opportunity!
Ask you a sign of the LORD your God; ask it either in the depth, or in the height above. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, neither will I tempt the LORD. (Isa 7:11-12 AKJV)
Assyria (northern Iraq of today) was growing more and more powerful. The rulers of Syria and Israel were concerned that the Assyrians would soon attack them. So, they tried to force Judah to support them. When Syria and Israel began a united attack on Judah, King Ahaz and his people were greatly afraid.

Prophet Isaiah was sent by God to assure Ahaz that Judah would be protected. The king should therefore stay calm and do nothing but ask a sign of the LORD God. (Isa 7:11)

It would be a noble choice for the king to respond to this unique offer. Ahaz however refused the Lord’s offer. The fact is, Ahaz has already decided what he would do. He preferred to trust the Assyrians for help against Syria and Israel. What a missed opportunity! As we talk about Zechariah, Elizabeth, Mary, Joseph, shepherds, even Angel Gabriel and others as part of the success of Jesus’ birth, King Ahaz too, would have been part. He could see soldiers and weapons of war so, he could not see God in the simple instruction given him - "Ask a sign".

The Prophet Isaiah said, "Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel." (Isa 7:14 AKJV)

The name Immanuel means ‘God is with us’. The immediate meaning was that God was with Judah. God would save Judah from the nations that opposed it. As far as Ahaz was concerned, it was just about the immediate salvation of Judah, but for GOD, it was far more. The immediate deliverance was just a type of which Jesus Christ would come and offer eternal salvation to mankind. What a missed opportunity!

