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WATCH: Non-Indigenous counter-protesters disrupted a march by members of the Six Nations First Nation, as a heated land rights dispute over a
housing development in Caledonia, Ont. continues to escalate. — Oct 25, 2020
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A standoff between some residents in Caledonia and members of Six Nations
of the Grand River ensued Sunday after a dispute over land slated for a
housing development between Caledonia and the territory about 100
kilometres west of Toronto.

“I'm tired of this — I've been through this for 80 years!” yelled one unidentified
elder from Six Nations.

“We have to fight all of the time for our rights
and this is our land. Nobody should be telling
us what to do and how to live."

X TWEET THIS

The Haudenosaunee people have been demonstrating on the land since July,
arguing the housing development is on unceded Indigenous land.

On Sunday, more than 100 supporters marched up to police barricades
chanting “land back,” while some Caledonia residents looked on.

STORY CONTINUES BELOW ADVERTISEMENT
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For a short while, both sides were yelling obscenities at one another.

“So for these people here to come out and say, ‘You know that we stand with
you and we support you and we're willing to get behind this, it's an amazing
thing to see,” said Six Nations spokesperson Skyler Williams, who pointed out
that several people from Caledonia and neighbouring Hamilton joined their
efforts.

But some Caledonia residents pushed back.
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Morganne Campbell X
@Morganne_C - Follow

Members of Six Nations and supporters have
gathered at the road block in Caledonia. There's an
apparent standoff not with just police but local
residents who appear to be denouncing the
blockade. @globalnewsto
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“We need to keep cool heads but we can’t be intimidated either,” said Andrew
Bradbury, who lives just outside of Caledonia. “This is our town and it can be
everyone’s town if we can sit down and negotiate.
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“They deserve to have some kind of
negotiations, not to be ignored.”

X TWEET THIS

Six Nations has been pushing for a meeting with provincial leaders and
federal leaders to discuss the land claim dispute. Over the past 48 hours,
they’ve said there has been several attempts to “break bread” with politicians,
but so far no meetings have been planned.
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For news affecting Toronto and surrounding communities, sign up to receive Toronto news
alerts when they break.
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“The feds have been saying for five years now that they're interested in
nation-to-nation relationships and this is something we need to be pushing
forward all of the time,” added Williams.

Trending Now

Man charged after $1M
lottery winnings from
‘group arrangement’
claimed for himself:
police

Canadian pistachio
recall impacts 86
products in just 2 weeks

According to the minister for crown-Indigenous relations, there have been
attempts made to meet with community leaders.

“Canada deeply values its relationship with Six Nations and is committed to
continuing to work collaboratively to address Six Nations’ historical claims
and land right issues,” Carolyn Bennett wrote in an email to Global News.

AdChoices

https://globalnews.ca/news/7421333/six-nations-caledonia-land-claim-dispute/ 7112


https://www.corusent.com/terms-of-use/
https://www.corusent.com/terms-of-use/
https://www.corusent.com/privacy-policy/
https://globalnews.ca/news/11540586/canada-pistachio-recalls-health-investigation-salmonella/
https://globalnews.ca/news/11542551/lottery-winnings-theft-group-ontario/
https://www.corusent.com/privacy-policy/#how-do-we-work-with-third-parties-regarding-online-interest-based-advertising

11/26/25, 2:19 PM Six Nations and Caledonia residents clash over land claim dispute | Globalnews.ca

“There has been a consistent effort by Canada, Ontario and Six Nations to
address Six Nations’ claims through dialogue and we have put in place
flexible processes to allow for the exploration of new ways to achieve this
goal. We are actively working with the community and look forward to
meeting at the earliest opportunity.”

STORY CONTINUES BELOW ADVERTISEMENT

Former Ontario Regional Chief Isadore Day says this is an example of a
number of broken promises and commitments from the Royal Commission on
Aboriginal Peoples dating back to the 1990s. The Crown-appointed body was
tasked with examining the relationships between governments and
Indigenous Peoples.

“There is going to continue to be outstanding issues that need to be spoken
through the perspective of lands rights and not so much those that have been

bound by the Indian Act. There’s a very important issue here at hand and if AdChoices
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there's one thing to be said about the previous government, the Liberal
government, they had an accord in place that could deal with these types of
issues. It doesn’t seem like the current Conservative government has a plan,’
Day said.

“It really is indicative of outstanding issues in
this country.”

X TWEET THIS

Day points to the fisheries dispute on the East Coast and the Wet'suwet’en
pipeline controversy in the West as two examples.

MORE ON CANADA MORE VIDEOS

+ Oldest brewing school in the U.S. relocating operations from Chicago
to Montreal

« Quebec to extend religious symbols ban, outlaw university prayer
rooms in new bill

« Businesses seeing drop in US customers during holiday season amid
tariffs

« Canadians want ‘energy security, Champagne says amidst pipeline

talk
AdChoices

https://globalnews.ca/news/7421333/six-nations-caledonia-land-claim-dispute/ 9/12


https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=%22It+really+is+indicative+of+outstanding+issues+in+this+country.%22%0A%0ASix+Nations+and+Caledonia+residents+clash+over+land+claim+dispute%0Ahttps://globalnews.ca/news/7421333/six-nations-caledonia-land-claim-dispute/
https://globalnews.ca/news/11544329/oldest-brewing-school-usa-relocating-montreal-quebec/
https://globalnews.ca/news/11543747/quebec-religious-symbols-ban-university-prayer-rooms/
https://globalnews.ca/news/11544432/tariffs-business-american-customers-holiday-shopping/
https://globalnews.ca/news/11544446/canadians-energy-security-champagne-pipeline/
https://www.corusent.com/privacy-policy/#how-do-we-work-with-third-parties-regarding-online-interest-based-advertising

11/26/25, 2:19 PM Six Nations and Caledonia residents clash over land claim dispute | Globalnews.ca

©@ JOURNALISTIC STANDARDS /\ REPORT AN ERROR C) COMMENT

© 2020 Global News, a division of Corus Entertainment Inc.

Email address

TORONTO

Alex Pierson
12:00 PM - 3:00 PM
640 TORONTO

Top Videos

AdChoices

https://globalnews.ca/news/7421333/six-nations-caledonia-land-claim-dispute/ 10/12


https://globalnews.ca/pages/principles-practices/
javascript:void(0)
https://globalnews.ca/radio/640toronto/player/?cmpid=sidebar-article
https://globalnews.ca/radio/640toronto/player/?cmpid=sidebar-article
https://www.corusent.com/privacy-policy/#how-do-we-work-with-third-parties-regarding-online-interest-based-advertising

