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White, Grey and Black Propaganda
• White – persuade by telling your story truthfully

• Grey – persuade using communication from an 
unattributed or hidden source (e.g. – messenger may be 
known but the true source of the message is not). The 
objective is to advance ‘your’ viewpoint.

• Black – goes beyond hiding the identity of the source to 
falsely attributing it to a different entity. Black is considered 
subversive and provocative – usually prepared by ‘secret’ 
agencies or intelligence sources.
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British Radio Propaganda Prior to SHAEF
• British efforts were centered around the Political Warfare 

Executive (PWE)

• Early (1939) efforts included dropping leaflets but were 
seen by many as not particularly effective.

• BBC was thought to be mostly ‘white’ by friends to be a 
mouthpiece of the government. On occasion would send 
coded message via announcements or within a story

• PWE was originally set up in separate and secure entities 
that operated individually
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Denis Sefton Delmer – became the lead propagandist 
for Britain. 

• Originally a journalist for Daily Express,
then a worked for BBC German Radio
Service. 
• At PWE he created Gustav Siegried Eins
or GS1, the first of the black radio stations
• Purpose – to spread disturbing and
disruptive news to induce Germans to distrust their 
government and to disobey it. 
• And, to weaken the German machine from within
• Britain lacked high-powered AM transmitters 
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Aspidistra  - Summer 1940 Britain buys the world’s 
most powerful Medium Wave (AM) transmitter from 
RCA.
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• At 500,000 watts it was capable of 
reaching all of Europe with a 
strong daytime signal

• With directional antennas it could 
provide broadcasts to specific 
locations

• Station was built into a bomb 
proof bunker

• Named from lyrics of a popular 
song (Biggest Aspidistra in the 
world)



• SHAEF – acronym for Supreme Headquarters of the 
Allied Expeditionary Forces
• General Dwight (IKE) Eisenhower designated Supreme 

Commander after commanding operations in Mediterrean

• Had authority over all the branches (air, sea, and land) of 
the armed forces of all countries in the Allied United 
Nations (e.g America, Britain, Canada, Free French, Australia, Brazil, etc.)

• Planned and executed Operation Overlord (D-Day invasion 
of Europe and Allied victory in Western Europe

• Had to meld previous planning into this new operation

• Already had ideas for using radio propaganda
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• May, 1941 Britain starts using Aspidistra to reach Germans. 
Mostly BBC news service broadcasts, Delmer got some usage 
for black stations

• 1943 Eisenhower asks to use the station to broadcast on both 
German and Italian frequencies false info that Italy had 
capitulated to the Allies (black propaganda)

• Eisenhower hoped Italian military officers would withdraw 
from combat giving Allies an easier victory in Italy

• Churchill opposed this thinking it would harm the reputation 
of the United Nations (Allies) for telling the truth

Eisenhower and Aspidistra, the beginning 
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• 1943 – 1945 Aspidistra was used for Soldatensender Calais

     (e.g Soldier’s Station from Calais)
• Station claimed to German armed forces station directing news and 

entertainment to front-line troups

• Provided news unavailable over real German radio stations

• Regularly spread rumors and gossip to portray Nazi leaders in bad 
light

• Many Germans listened, knowing it was an Allied operation because 
thought it was safer than tuning into BBC, VOA. 

• Previously Roosevelt hired Colonel William ”Bill” Donovan and sends 
him to Europe and Britain to survey the status of the war. Donovan 
comes back to the U.S and reports on British operations
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• Viewed psych warfare as part of the tactics used in military 
operations, not as a strategic weapon

• Radio, therefore, was no different than any other weapon in 
the military arsenal

• Created a political subcommittee to provide advice and plans 
for propaganda and psychological warfare

• Merged operations of OSS (Office of Strategic Services-US), 
OWI (Office of War information – Allied) and PWE (Political 
Warfare Executive – British)

• Placed military over civilian control of propaganda

Eisenhower changes propaganda tactics
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• Propaganda tactics were now suboridinate to military needs

Example of Guidelines for Military Control 
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Proposal for Radio Operations
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Proposal for Radio Operations
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Telling Stories about People defying the SS
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Internal Assessment of Black Radio
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Internal Assessment of Black Radio
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Non-German Propaganda
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Propaganda in Song
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Success of Eisenhower’s Use of Radio
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Success of Eisenhower’s Use of Radio
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Just one more tidbit
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For Further Research

A great deal of information has been published about radio 
propaganda. But what is left to research
• There are many books and articles do a wonderful job of providing 

an overview of the use of black radio stations
• Radio Warfare by Larwence Soley is perhaps most complete but 

there are many others.

The SHAEF papers (and there are tens of thousands of them) could 
provide additional insights into the victories as well as the many 
failures of using propaganda in the theatre of conflict.

I am still working through many documents and hope to continue 
this work.  Perhaps this presentation will interest some of you to look 
into this fascinating time.  It could be a profitable journey.
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