SHAEF and Radio Propaganda

How Allies used black propaganda radio in WWII
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SHAEF and.Radio Propaganda

White, Grey and Black Propaganda

 White — persuade by telling your story truthfully

e Grey — persuade using communication from an
unattributed or hidden source (e.g. — messenger may be
known but the true source of the message is not). The
objective is to advance ‘your’ viewpoint.

* Black — goes beyond hiding the identity of the source to
falsely attributing it to a different entity. Black is considered
subversive and provocative — usually prepared by ‘secret’
agencies or intelligence sources.
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British Radio Propaganda Prior to SHAEF

* British efforts were centered around the Political Warfare
Executive (PWE)

* Early (1939) efforts included dropping leaflets but were
seen by many as not particularly effective.

 BBC was thought to be mostly ‘white’ by friends to be a
mouthpiece of the government. On occasion would send
coded message via announcements or within a story

 PWE was originally set up in separate and secure entities
that operated individually
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Denis Sefton Delmer — became the lead propagandist
for Britain. =
* Originally a journalist for Daily Express,
then a worked for BBC German Radio
Service.
* At PWE he created Gustav Siegried Eins
or GS1, the first of the black radio stations
e Purpose —to spread disturbing and
disruptive news to induce Germans to distrust their
government and to disobey it.
* And, to weaken the German machine from within
* Britain lacked high-powered AM transmitters
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Aspidistra - Summer 1940 Britain buys the world’s
most powerful Medium Wave (AM) transmitter from
RCA.

e At 500,000 watts it was capable of
reaching all of Europe with a
strong daytime signal

* With directional antennas it could
provide broadcasts to specific
locations

e Station was builtinto a bomb
proof bunker

 Named from lyrics of a popular
song (Biggest Aspidistra in the
world)
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 SHAEF — acronym for Supreme Headquarters of the
Allied Expeditionary Forces

e General Dwight (IKE) Eisenhower designated Supreme
Commander after commanding operations in Mediterrean

* Had authority over all the branches (air, sea, and land) of
the armed forces of all countries in the Allied United
Nations (e.g America, Britain, Canada, Free French, Australia, Brazil, etc.)

* Planned and executed Operation Overlord (D-Day invasion
of Europe and Allied victory in Western Europe

* Had to meld previous planning into this new operation
Already had ideas for using radio propaganda
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Eisenhower and Aspidistra, the beginning

May, 1941 Britain starts using Aspidistra to reach Germans.
Mostly BBC news service broadcasts, Delmer got some usage
for black stations

1943 Eisenhower asks to use the station to broadcast on both
German and ltalian frequencies false info that Italy had
capitulated to the Allies (black propaganda)

Eisenhower hoped Italian military officers would withdraw
from combat giving Allies an easier victory in Italy

Churchill opposed this thinking it would harm the reputation
of the United Nations (Allies) for telling the truth
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Eisenhower and Aspidistra and SHAEF
e 1943 — 1945 Aspidistra was used for Soldatensender Calais

(e.g Soldier’s Station from Calais)

e Station claimed to German armed forces station directing news and
entertainment to front-line troups

* Provided news unavailable over real German radio stations

* Regularly spread rumors and gossip to portray Nazi leaders in bad
light

* Many Germans listened, knowing it was an Allied operation because
thought it was safer than tuning into BBC, VOA.

* Previously Roosevelt hired Colonel William ”Bill” Donovan and sends
him to Europe and Britain to survey the status of the war. Donovan
comes back to the U.S and reports on British operations
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Eisenhower changes propaganda tactics

Viewed psych warfare as part of the tactics used in military
operations, not as a strategic weapon

Radio, therefore, was no different than any other weapon in
the military arsenal

Created a political subcommittee to provide advice and plans
for propaganda and psychological warfare

Merged operations of OSS (Office of Strategic Services-US),
OWI (Office of War information — Allied) and PWE (Political
Warfare Executive — British)

Placed military over civilian control of propaganda
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Example of Guidelines for Military Control
| ‘ | - 29 August 1944

-

Memorandum to: Mr. F.C.-Oéghsner ‘
‘Prom: - [ Mr. Ree.Smith = _ :

TLé
L)

1l HO Branch recommends that a-black redio station
should be concucted by the most high-powered transmitting:
equipment available in France,.for the purpose of stimula-

' ting and direoting the internal developm:-nts of Germeny
vhich will most effectively .shorten the war and prepare the
German people for the occupation .and the future of their
country. ©Such an operetion could rot be éonducted from
Ingland without teking time for other operations which it
is desirdble to continue. -Specifically, the function of A

. such & radio operation would be to encourage political move-
nente and confiicts subvergive to the disoipline and cohesion

of the Germen civiliam population and armed forces.
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Proposal for Radio Operations
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Proposal for Radio Operations
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Telling Stories about People defying the SS

INTRODUCTION:

In a disused mine between the Saar wvillages of ENSDORF
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Internal Assessment of Black Radio

GG % UG DETACHEENT S )
mﬂxcv*-o“ STE ATHGLIC ST CFS TS
E\)'!.‘Q’ge?.n “S:‘r.eat.er oY Oue ions
i — Jnited States Arny
BECLASSINED (iain)

30 June 1945

\AmhmﬂyllJ)J&ﬂB_iﬁlj ; APO 213

=0 BRAUCE

PROGRESS REPORET 1 - 30 June 1945
CEUTRAL: ’

The first important rpport on the success of Operation
"Cs prlcorn" from »ithin Germany is worthy of note. Tie »0O group
sewwind with the Gernan w.ission nas returned to Biebrich from =an
erxtended tour ci Bavaria. Inciuded in those cguestioned were three
of the leuders of the Bavarian Freedom movement that became active
in the final period of Ger:iarn collapse. The three wmen interrogated
were considered higiily intelligent sncé all had'been officers jin the
V:enrpacht, all nad Iisteunea to B3C, ABSIE and Soldatensender Vest
and were ifull of 1nte111gent cr'tlcism of these programs . he
leader of the .0 unit sked +then 1ii they nad neard of tiiagedorn™.
The grouyp §alc tihat th ¥ nad 115} ned to nim regualarl and directed
our people's 4ttent10n o the di ference in resentation and
sincerity between =2n obvicus iIake such as Soldatensendcecr and a

"true underground leader such as i{agedorn speaking frou: vithin
Cerciany'. T hey went on to state that Hd=zedorn had F“essed rniost
admirably the feelings of all znti-fNazis =nd th: ne 1ad properly
timed =a call for = people'’'s rather than 2 p:iace v‘evolutlon. In
several instances, thesec men, in their normal speech, reflected
passages from the Hagedorn scripts almost verbatim. They stated
that as far as they knew fiagcdorn had eluded capture by- the Nazis

22T NEY BEPRd  EPRE MR SRIIT AP BT80SR 228, ERRL P E0NEE,.

This is one_ of the rost Aamazing corebiacks Lfrom intelligent
listeners that any black radio profgsram hns over uaad and dndicates

that not only was +the cover of the station never penctrated, but
that the scripts themselves anc the rmoving and drauvatic voicde of

ocour sctor actually seaerved as a rallying pocint in the last days of
the collapse.
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Internal Assessment of Black Radio

. The “rouﬂ oalG that tne% nad list ncd to nlm regularly and dlrected
our peOJ 15 3tfention to the difference in presentation and

sincerity between =2n obvicus iake such as Soldatensender and a
Utrue undcroround leader such as Hazedorn speaking from vithin
cercan; Tnev went on to state tth d=2zedorn had expressed most
adwira l' the feelings of all snti-fazis znd th:t he ﬁad properly
timed a call for a people's rather than 2 p:lace revolution. In
several instances, these men, in their normal speech, reflected
passages from the Hagedorn scripts almost verbatim. They stated
that as far as they knew, dagedorn had eluded capture br.the Nazis

. : k hat y ate hip as they felt that he would
%gdofh‘é{e Qelg % inefm]].}(]lﬁl'o n Itﬁce%h*lg theu{ ogpuratlon prgblems.

This is one of the rost amazing corebicks from intelligent
listeners that any black radio program hss cver aad aand indicates
thit not only was the cover of the station never penctrated, hut
that the seripts themselves anc the moving and dravatic voice of

our actor actualliy servuJ ac a rallying point in the last days of
the collapse..
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276 Inf A Gp/17430/F & PW
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EQJ__viLQ/QQ secret dated 26 August 1944

Corps Headouarters LIXXIVI
2 army ocerps
DECLASSIFIED ~ Seection I¢ 468/44 g.h.

AmhmﬂyéZ§21:1:Z¥:%§ !5 5.4.44
Inflorma t 1on sheet é & :
for Unit and

Army Command 1
IcAO No.330/44 secret

Subordinate leaders under )4
the jurisdiction of Army Command. ”
Inf, Regiment 987 II. Inf. Regt 987
ileoeivedt .4.44 II BOII. chdo 1004.44
'ection Ja No333/44 seeret y

No.243/44 secret
F‘ob.’mca 9 x enclosuress:- Enclosrues: file secr.

1)Distributor: battalion 5,6,7,8.
2)to G, ‘instructions (31PnuLupel)(cory)

DANGERCUS ENEMY PROPAGANDA

AT TS

ARNTNG AGAINST THE SO0-CALLED "SOLDATENSENDER CALAISW

(PPN BV

A disgulsed cnemy station operating under the assumed name of
"soldatensender Calais" can be heard fregquently within our Army, recently
to an 1ncr~cU1nH extent. The way and manner in which the enemy ppopagand=a
operates, must be described as extremely dangerous, as primitive minds
cannot ide“tify it. The enemy station mixes up genuine and invented news
ibCLm and it begins transmissions mostly by broadcaesting the Wehrmacht
Communique and the conferring of Knightserosses. Thus 1t acetually achieves
some gvredulity, in fact to a large extent so, with unprejudiced listeners.
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Non-German Propaganda

| UKL =
\/uthority /I// 2 j

Themes for non-Germans:

. triotism demands tha+t nore--Gernans pariticipata in the
liberation of their own countries, Non—-Germans in Burope are the
vanguard of the armies of liberation.

2e Ge,z'man resistexrs must not be a.llcv._red any longes to fight
on non—-German soil and endanger ron-German lives and property.

Se This last attempt by the Germans t6 impose their will on
non—Germans mast be liquidated.

Lo Ending German resistance is an essential step in 'roundih.g
up war criminals, )

5. German resistance must not be permitted to delay the

restoration of non—-German prisoners of war and labour conscripts.

to their homes and families; CGerman resistanco must not be pewmitted
to delay national rehabilitation.

6. The moral standing of European nations will be influenced
by the dogree of activiity they have shown sgainst the Germans,

T Participation of quislings in German resistance is a
criminal action and will be decalt with as such.

ATM THREE
(See Annexe II, Appendix IIT of OVERLORD Flan)

To enlist all possible aid in Facilitating the eldimination
by United Nations forces of pockeis of resistance,.

ObJectives

Ao To demonstrate to the reople «f
is still esscential to Tha Lila

~

Tnarope that theirxr aid
4 Takions,. ‘
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Propaganda in Song

DER FUEHRER HAT'S BEFOHLEN

Wir marschieren u die Wette Um die Wette mit dem Tod
Frankreichs Fluren, Russland Steppe Hunger, Leid und Hass und
Not.

Der Fuehrer hat's befohlen;

Am Waldrand schrein die Dohlen

Um uns.

Finster draeut die Nacht, die Kalte; Dumpf und schwer der Schritte
hall.

Weib und Kind, oh Gott, erhalte

Schuetz' Euch vor der Bomben fall.

Der Fuehrer hat's befohlen;

Am Waldrand schrein die Dohlen

Um uns.

Doch fuer uns, da hilft kein Klagen; Ewig kann's nicht dunkel sein.
Einmal werden froh wir sagen;

Heimat,

du bist wieder mein.

Und Hitler muss vergehen;. Doch Deutschland wird bestehen
Fuer uns.

Melody and third verse from "Moorsoldaten" and first and second
verse and chorus by H.S.

THE Fuhrer ordered it

We march in a race To race with death

France's fields, Russia's steppe Hunger, suffering and hate and
need.

The Fuehrer ordered it;

At the edge of the forest the jackdaws shriek

About us.

The night is dark, the cold; Dull and heavy the footsteps echo.
Wife and child, O God, preserve

Protect yourself from the bombs falling.

The Fuehrer ordered it;

At the edge of the forest the jackdaws shriek

About us.

But for us, no complaining helps; It can't be dark forever. Once glad
we shall say;

Hometown,

you are mine again

And Hitler must perish. But Germany will survive

For us.

Melody and third verse from "Moorsoldaten" and first and second
verse and chorus by H.S.
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Success of Eisenhower’s Use of Radio
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Success of Eisenhower’s Use of Radio
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Just one more tidbit

ACCESS RESTRICTED

Folder No.

Item No. 8701 Date
8 Now filed in CIA Job No. 79-00332A
’ s has been withdrawn from this file:

=
—d Job No.
;

Box No.
=T
oc
=
=
=
=

The item has been withdrawn because it contains security classified
information or otherwise restricted information.

National Security Act of 1947 1947
Authority Date
e DECLASSIFIED
\ - “~ cq‘
| Authority N \

S

“__—--—-—"
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For Further Research

A great deal of information has been published about radio

propaganda. But what is left to research

* There are many books and articles do a wonderful job of providing
an overview of the use of black radio stations

 Radio Warfare by Larwence Soley is perhaps most complete but
there are many others.

The SHAEF papers (and there are tens of thousands of them) could
provide additional insights into the victories as well as the many
failures of using propaganda in the theatre of conflict.

| am still working through many documents and hope to continue
this work. Perhaps this presentation will interest some of you to look
into this fascinating time. It could be a profitable journey.
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