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Scenes from the end of Zionism:
Reflections on the Jewish Anti-
Zionist Congress in Vienna

The first Jewish Anti-Zionist Congress, which drew 1,000 anti-Zionist Jews and their
allies to Vienna, marked a significant moment in the rising tide against the settler-
colonial state of Israel.

BY DANIEL FRIEDMAN - JULY 20, 2025 - @11
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A BILLBOARD OUTSIDE THE FIRST JEWISH ANTI-ZIONIST CONFERENCE, WHICH WAS HELD JUNE 13-15, 2025, IN
VIENNA, AUSTRIA. (PHOTO: DANIEL FRIEDMAN)

The decision to hold the first Jewish Anti-Zionist Congress in Vienna was significant

for historical reasons — being where Theodore Herzl formed the ideology that became
modern Zionism, as well as Adolf Hitler’s birthplace — and for modern reasons —
Austria, alongside Germany, provides unconditional support for Israel, a symptom of

its guilt over the Holocaust.

Western nations’ complicity in Israel’s ongoing genocide in Gaza has left the sup-
posed ‘rules-based’ order they claim to represent in ruins. The U.S., UK, Europe, and
their allies have provided Israel with the means to act with impunity through

weapons, which flow freely, and information, which certainly does not.

The Congress began just as Israel was bombing Iran, a reminder of the threat Zionism
poses to global stability. Against this backdrop, over 1,000 anti-Zionist Jews and their
allies from across the globe met in the Favoriten District in Vienna, June 13-15, 2025,
at a time when the tide is turning, too slowly, but turning, against the settler-colonial

ethnostate of Israel.
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Israel still has its well-funded lobby groups, and far too many people still believe its
hasbara. It seems it’s up to a plucky group of not-so-well-funded anti-fascist dissi-
dents in keffiyehs to turn the tide. While we have the truth and international law on
our side, at times our goals seem insurmountable. But as several speakers highlighted,

we must keep going, and we do not have the luxury of despondency.

Jewish Anti-Zionist Congress in Vienna 2025 Impressions

I was there representing South African Jews for a Free Palestine (SAJFP) alongside
Roshan Dadoo, the conference’s only South African speaker and coordinator of the

South African Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) coalition.

SAJFP sent me to Austria to advocate for a united, Jewish Anti-Zionist movement that
is inclusive rather than Eurocentric. Our experience in fighting apartheid as South
Africans is also significant, in terms of both our successes and our failures. As United

Nations Special Rapporteur Francesca Albanese pointed out via live stream: While the
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political system underpinning apartheid was defeated in South Africa, the economic

and social systems that enabled it remained in place.
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NEVER AGAIN
FOR ANYONE.

ILAN PAPPE ADDRESSES THE JEWISH ANTI-ZIONIST CONGRESS, HELD JUNE 13-15, 2025, IN VIENNA, AUSTRIA.
(PHOTO COURTESY OF THE JEWISH ANTI-ZIONIST CONGRESS)

While the First Congress did not definitively represent the entirety of global anti-
Zionism - hopefully, in time it will, as the follow-up Congress is already being
planned for 2026 and is rumored to be taking place in Ireland - the turnout showed
the movement is alive, well, and growing. Leading Jewish anti-Zionists in attendance
included Israeli-born historian Ilan Pappe, U.S. journalist and filmmaker Katie Halper,

and Hungarian/British Holocaust survivor Stephen Kapos.

The voice of Palestinians, crucially, was heard there too, through the presence of peo-
ple such as Gazan journalist and author Ramzy Baroud, who argued that his people
should become a model of resistance against imperialism worldwide. Palestinian
physician, academic, and writer Dr. Ghada Karmi was there to emphasize the right of
return and Europe’s role in having “created the monster” that is Israel, as was politi-
cian Awad Abdelfatah, who has worked from within the Israeli political system, advo-

cating for one, democratic state with equal rights for all who live in it.
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RAMZY BAROUD AND DR. GHADA KARMI ON A PANEL AT THE FIRST JEWISH ANTI-ZIONIST CONGRESS, HELD JUNE
13-15, 2025, IN VIENNA, AUSTRIA. (PHOTO COURTESY OF THE JEWISH ANTI-ZIONIST CONGRESS)

The need to reclaim Judaism from Zionism — once seen as a fringe movement within
global Jewry as UK writer and activist Tony Greenstein reminded us during a discus-
sion — was a constant theme at the Congress, as was the need to embrace the Yiddish
concept of doikayt, or hereness, the idea that Jewish people can, have and will live
peacefully with their neighbors in countries across the globe, rather than needing to

escape to a physical homeland.

We were also reminded that we were there not just as Jews, but as human beings, and
that there is no place for exceptionalism of any kind in this struggle. We must join
forces with anti-Zionists across the globe, and our primary duty is to the Palestinian
people. Their suffering was highlighted through a video that made many in atten-
dance emotional, in which a surgeon from Gaza detailed his attempts to keep going

amid Israel’s systematic dismantling of the enclave’s entire medical system.

The Congress demonstrated that some of the most effective opposition to the Zionist
state comes from those born into it. Together with Pappe, others who were born in

Israel or have lived there were heard. These included dissident activist Ronnie Barkan,
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filmmaker and academic Professor Haim Bresheeth-Zabner, and academic and activist
Dalia Sarig. These voices provide hope that it’s possible to resist the propaganda that

keeps most Israelis loyal to their state, regardless of its actions.

Some speakers were not Jewish or Palestinian but simply anti-Zionists, reaffirming
that this is an issue of common humanity. Alongside Albanese was Egyptian journalist
Rahma Zein, providing another much-needed African perspective, and
French/Palestinian juror and politician Rima Hassan, who managed to join the
Congress virtually, despite having just been released from detention after Israel ab-

ducted her and other activists on the Madleen Flotilla.

NIVER ACAIN
FOR ANYONE

RAHMA ZEIN SPEAKING ON A PANEL AT THE JEWISH ANTI-ZIONIST CONGRESS, HELD JUNE 13-15, 2025, IN
VIENNA, AUSTRIA. (PHOTO COURTESY OF THE JEWISH ANTI-ZIONIST CONGRESS)

A declaration written with input from all speakers at The Congress seeks to capture
the collective positions that were reached during the three days. The declaration con-
demns the genocide as well as Israel’s apartheid-driven policies, rooted in ethnic
cleansing. The document documents Israel’s systematic war crimes in Gaza, “includ-
ing ethnic cleansing, militarised apartheid, urbicide, scholasticide, medicide, mass

starvation”, and condemns Western governments, particularly the U.S., UK, EU,
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Canada, Australia, and New Zealand, for enabling these actions through military and

diplomatic support.

It calls for immediate sanctions, Israel’s suspension from the UN, adherence to BDS
(Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions), and nuclear disarmament under IAEA oversight.
The declaration also affirms Palestinians’ right to resist occupation and demands an
end to Zionist claims of representing global Jewry, urging Jews worldwide to reject

Zionism and stand in solidarity with Palestinian liberation.

The signatories reject Israel’s legitimacy as a Jewish state, and note that Zionism is a
racist ideology that endangers both Palestinians and Jews. They call for decoloniza-
tion, the right of return for Palestinian refugees (per UN Resolution 194), and the

withdrawal of Israeli forces from all occupied territory since 1948.

The Congress could prove important only if all who attended absorb its message, take
it back to our communities, and work hard to grow the movement. The need for
greater collaboration between global anti-Zionist groups was evident, as was the need
for anti-Zionist Jews to unite as one cohesive movement. Zionism is a highly funded,
meticulously organized, and well-oiled machine, and we only have a chance of defeat-

ing it together.

To me, more important than anything that came out of the Congress is that it hap-
pened, that we united to continue our work, and that it symbolized a return to the
roots of Judaism as a religion of peace. Despite all the damage that has been done in
our name, Jews can and must be part of building a better world. I believe deep down
that a day will come when we truly can celebrate our achievements as anti-Zionists,
Jewish or otherwise. But who knows how long that will take? For now, all I really know

is that our work has just begun.

Free speech is under attack—especially
when it comes to Palestine.
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If the topic is the end of Zionism today’s essay in the NYT by Ezra Klein makes some relevant
observations:

Why American Jews No Longer Understand One Another...To call Mamdani an anti-Zionist is
accurate, but the power of his position is that it is thoroughly, even banally, liberal. “I'm not
comfortable supporting any state that has a hierarchy of citizenship on the basis of religion or
anything else,” he said. There are ethnonationalists who might object to that sentiment. But the
flourishing of American Jews is built atop that foundation....“It really points to what I think is the
fundamental contradiction of American liberal Zionism,” Daniel May, the publisher of Jewish
Currents, a leftist journal of Jewish thought, told me. “American Jews tend to think that our
success in the United States is a product of the fact that the country does not define belonging
according to ethnicity or religion. And Israel is, of course, based on the idea of a state
representing a particular ethnic religious group.”....Others see the link as more direct and causal.
“I think absolutely the weekly reports of Israeli soldiers shooting on Palestinians who are in long
lines to get food is a calamity for Jews,” May said. “It's a spiritual crisis. It's a moral and political
crisis and I do think it has tangible effects on Jewish security.”

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/20/opinion/antisemitism-american-jews-israel-

mamdani.html

IMO the essay explores the many difficult and contradictory currents in our thinking. Is BDS anti
semitic or is it the case that BDS is philo-semitic if it helps save Israel from itself? “It is revealing
of the morally weakened position Israel now inhabits that it cannot survive the principle of
political equality.”

3 0

Vera Gottlieb®
® July 21,2025 3:55 pm

WHY??? has it taken so long to get to this??? zionism has been at this since 1948 and even
earlier.

1T 0

LivvyCallipygian ®
® July 21,2025 7:08 pm

Footnotes to the Deficiency of the Anti-Zionist Congress

1. Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the
Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I), Art. 1(4), June 8, 1977,
1125 U.N.T.S. 3.
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2. Nur Masalha, Expulsion of the Palestinians: The Concept of “Transfer” in Zionist Political
Thought, 1882-1948 (Institute for Palestine Studies, 1992). €

3. Ilan Pappé, The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine (Oneworld Publications, 2006). £
4. Rashid Khalidi, The Hundred Years’ War on Palestine: A History of Settler Colonialism
and Resistance, 1917-2017 (Metropolitan Books, 2020). £

5. Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, Art. II(c), Dec. 9,
1948, 78 U.N.T.S. 277. <.

LivvyCallipygian ®
® July 21,2025 10:07 pm

| am puzzled that the body of my comment was filtered out while the footnotes were approved.
Deficiency of the Anti-Zionist Congress

The following statement alone does not yet provide a viable basis for a just modus
vivendi between the indigenous Palestinian population and those who arrived as part of the
Zionist colonial project:

“The signatories reject Israel’s legitimacy as a Jewish state, and note that Zionism is a
racist ideology that endangers both Palestinians and Jews. They call for decolonization, the
right of return for Palestinian refugees (per UN Resolution 194), and the withdrawal of
Israeli forces from all occupied territory since 1948.”

A durable peace requires recognition that Hamas, however controversial, emerged from
conditions of occupation, displacement, and systemic violence—and is regarded by many
Palestinians as a legitimate expression of indigenous resistance under international law,
including the right to resist foreign occupation as affirmed in Article 1(4) of Additional Protocol |
to the Geneva Conventions (1977).1

It must also be acknowledged that Zionism, since its formal inception in 1881 and
institutionalization through settlement and displacement policies, has functioned as a settler-
colonial project characterized by systematic efforts to replace and erase an indigenous
population. Scholars such as Nur Masalha,2 llan Pappé,3 and Rashid Khalidi4 have documented
how this process entailed not only mass displacement but practices consistent with the
definition of genocide under Article ll(c) of the 1948 Genocide Convention: “deliberately inflicting
on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its physical destruction in whole or in
part."5

To move toward justice, the world must reject the normalization of any ideology that asserts
supremacy through ethno-national exclusivism and that results in the destruction of another
people. There can be no enduring peace so long as Zionism remains insulated from moral, legal,
and historical accountability.
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brent®
® July 20,2025 12:52 pm

“We were also reminded that we were there not just as Jews, but as human beings, and that there

is no place for exceptionalism of any kind in this struggle...”

Seems to me trying to accomplish varied objectives, at the same time, is a historic liability.

The case is strong that a campaign for full equality could challenge aspects of Zionism. This
would pave the path to other reforms needed like the right of return and appropriate

compensations.

Maturing Zionism is a way forward.

0 -3 View Replies (6) V

Daniel Friedman

Daniel Friedman is a South African writer currently based in the Netherlands. He is a member of South
African Jews for a Free Palestine, Global Jews for Palestine, and Erev Rav. He is best known in South
Africa as his alter ego, musical comedian Deep Fried Man. He retired from comedy in 2020 to focus on

journalism and activism.
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