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CHAPTER 1

THE QUESTION WE RARELY ASK

“Now if perfection had been attainable through the Levitical priesthood...
what further need would there have been for another priest to arise?”
Hebrews 7:11

There are questions we learn to ask, and there are others we quietly avoid,
often because they reach further than we expected and touch what we have
trusted without ever examining closely. These questions do not simply seek
information; they test the foundations we have built our understanding
upon. One of those questions is rarely spoken aloud, yet it carries great
weight: what truly gives a person authority before God?

This question reaches beyond recognition, structure, or anything that can
be seen or affirmed by others. It asks something deeply personalconcerning
the soul itself.

What allows a human being to stand before God with confidence, not
through borrowed certainty or inherited language, but through thagt which
is real and unshakable?

Scripture speaks often of priesthood, and it speaks with equal clarity about
authority, yet the way it presents these realities invites careful attention.
When we read slowly, we begin to notice that the language of the Bible does
not always align with the systems we may have come to expect. The Old
Covenant established a priesthood that was precise and intentional. Men
were set apart, given responsibility, and entrusted with sacred duties that
carried both honour and weight. Their role was defined by God Himself,
and nothing about it was accidental or uncertain.

Yet even within that carefully established system, a quiet tension remains.
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The Old Covenant established a priesthood that was precise and
intentional. Men were set apart, given responsibility, and entrusted with
sacred duties that carried both honour and weight. Their role was defined
by God Himself, and nothing about it was accidental or uncertain.

Yet even within that carefully established system, a quiet tension remains.
The Scriptures themselves begin to point beyond it. Psalm 110 speaks of a
priest who does not belong to the line of Aaron, and the book of Hebrews
returns to that promise with deliberate clarity. A question is raised there
that cannot be easily set aside: if the earlier priesthood had brought
completion, why would another be needed?

This question invites reflection. It suggests that what was given in the
beginning, though real and necessary, was never the final expression of
God’s design. Something greater was always intended, something that
would not merely continue what came before but would bring it to its
fulfilment.

As this thought settles, another question begins to form, quietly and
without force. Have we fully understood what God has already completed,
or have we, perhaps without realising it, continued to build where God has
already finished His work?

It is natural for the human heart to find comfort in structure. Systems
provide clarity, roles provide definition, and visible forms of authority
create a sense of order that feels secure and even godly. Yet Scripture often
leads us along a different path, one that does not remove order but grounds
it in something deeper and far more enduring.

Authority before God does not arise from what we hold in our hands, nor
from what has been passed through human means.

It finds its source in who God is and in what He has accomplished.

When this becomes clear, the question gently shifts. Instead of asking how

authority is maintained, we begin to ask whether it has already been
fulfilled.
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This is not a conclusion to rush toward, nor a thought to force into place. It
is an invitation to return to the Scriptures with fresh attention, to read
without assumption, and to allow what is written to speak with its own
quiet authority.

Because truth does not resist honest questions, and God is not unsettled by
a searching heart.

So perhaps the question that matters most is not whether something has

been given for us to carry forward, but whether something has already been
completed that we are still trying to rebuild.
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CHAPTER 11

WHAT DID GO ESTABLISH?

“For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through
Fesus Christ.” John 1:17

When we begin to consider authority before God, it becomes necessary to
look closely at what He Himself has established, rather than what we may
have assumed or inherited without question. Scripture does not leave us
without guidance here, it invites us to read with patience, allowing each
part to take its place within the whole.

The Old Covenant was not vague or uncertain. God spoke clearly, and what
He established through Moses carried structure, purpose, and visible
expression.

The priesthood, the sacrifices, the temple, and the law formed a complete
system that revealed both His holiness and humanity’s need for
reconciliation.

Nothing about it was random. Each command, each role, and each act of
worship pointed toward something deeply meaningful, even when it was
not yet fully understood.

The priests stood as mediators, representing the people before God and
offering sacrifices on their behalf. Their authority was given, not created. It
rested on God’s command, and it functioned within the boundaries He had
defined. Yet even as this system operated, it carried within itself a quiet
limitation. The sacrifices had to be repeated. The work was never finished.
The priest stood daily, returning again and again to the same duties, aware
that what was done could not fully remove what separated humanity from
God.
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And yet, within this repetition, something deeper was being revealed. Every
sacrifice, every drop of blood, carried a meaning that reached far beyond
the moment in which it was offered. The shedding of blood was never an
end in itself. It pointed forward, quietly and persistently, to someone who
had not yet come. Each altar became a place of anticipation. Each offering
bore witness to a future fulfilment, a sacrifice that would not need to be
repeated because it would finally accomplish what all others could only
point toward.

The people may not have fully understood what they were participating in,
yet God was already telling a story through it. The weight of sin, the cost of
atonement, and the necessity of blood were being revealed again and again,
preparing the heart to recognise the One who would come and bring
completion. The entire system carried within it a quiet promise, one that
waited patiently for its fulfilment in a single, sufficient act.

This does not diminish what God established. Instead, it reveals its final
purpose more clearly. The Old Covenant was true, necessary, and given by
God, yet it was never intended to stand alone. It pointed beyond itself,
preparing the way for something greater that would bring completion
where repetition once remained.

When Christ entered history, He did not step into that system as another
priest among many. He came as its fulfilment. The language of Hebrews
speaks with a clarity that invites careful attention. He does not belong to the
line of Aaron, yet He is declared a priest forever, according to a different
order, one that does not depend on ancestry or succession.

This alone raises a gentle question. If His priesthood does not arise from
lineage, then from where does its authority come?

Scripture answers by pointing us to His very being. His authority is not
granted through human transmission. It is rooted in who He is, the Son
who shares in the nature of the Father, the One whose life carries a power
that cannot be interrupted by death. Where earlier priests served for a time,
He remains. Where their work required repetition, His work reaches
completion.
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This shift is not merely a change in form. It is a transformation in reality.
The priesthood is no longer something that moves from one person to
another within a continuing system. It is gathered into One who holds it
fully and perfectly.

“For on the one hand, a former commandment is set aside because of its
weakness and uselessness... but on the other hand, a better hope is
introduced.” Hebrew 7:18-19

As this begins to settle in the heart, another question arises with quiet
weight. If Christ holds a priesthood that is complete, unending, and entirely
sufficient, what then remains for others to carry in the same way?

The New Testament speaks often of believers as a priesthood, yet it
describes something different from what came before. It does not present a
structured order of individuals standing between God and humanity.

Instead, it speaks of a people brought near, each one invited into direct
relationship, each one given access through the work of Christ Himself.

This changes how we understand authority. It moves from something
external to something rooted in union with Him.

The believer no longer stand before God through a system maintained by
human hands, but through a living connection with the One who has
already opened the way.

“But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent...
since it is enacted on better promises.” Hebrew 8:6

“For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to come...” Hebrew
10:1

Such a thought may feel unfamiliar at first, especially if we have grown
accustomed to visible structures that define how spiritual authority is
expressed. Yet Scripture gently invites us to consider whether what feels
familiar is always what is foundational.
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God has not removed order, nor has He left His people without guidance.
What He has done is far more profound. He has fulfilled what was once
partial and brought it into completion through His Son. The only High
Priest remaining. And the Holy Spirit, the only source to prompt
repentance, fear of the Lord, and walking in his ways.

This is not a loss. It is a gift.
And perhaps the question that now begins to form is this. If God has already
established something perfect in Christ, are we willing to rest in what He

has finished, or do we still feel the need to rebuild what He has already
brought to completion?
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CHAPTER III

WHEN SOMETHING FEELS MISSING

“For He satisfies the longing soul, and fills the hungry soul with goodness.”
Psalm 107:9

There are moments in life when something feels incomplete, even when
everything appears to be in place. The structure may be clear, the language
familiar, and the practices well established, yet somewhere beneath the
surface a quiet sense remains that something essential has not yet been
fully found.

This feeling is not always easy to describe. It does not come as open doubt
or rejection. It often appears as a gentle unease, a question that lingers
without fully forming, or a longing that cannot be satisfied by what once
seemed sufficient. Many learn to move past it quickly, filling their lives with
activity, commitment, or deeper involvement, hoping that what feels distant
will eventually come closer.

And yet, the more one tries to resolve this inward hunger through effort,
the more it can quietly remain.

Have you ever sensed that desire for something more, even while doing
everything that was expected?

Have you ever wondered why closeness with God sometimes feels just
beyond reach, as though something stands between, even when you cannot

name what it is?

These questions are not signs of failure. They are often the beginning of
something deeper.
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The human heart was created for direct communion with God, not for
distance. It was formed to know Him, not merely through instruction or
representation, but through a living relationship.

When that closeness feels obscured, the soul naturally begins to search for
what might restore it.

Sometimes that search leads toward greater structure. Clear roles, defined
authority, and visible pathways can offer a sense of reassurance. They
promise direction and suggest that if the right steps are followed, and the
right order is maintained, then what feels distant may finally come near.

This desire is understandable, as it reflects a genuine longing for certainty
and connection, for something that can be trusted.

But can structure provide what only the presence of God can give?

Can something external restore what was always meant to be inward and
living?

Scripture speaks with remarkable simplicity about the nearness of God.
Since Christ died a direct connection was created through the Holy Spirit in
the heart of every believer, the old system could not fulfil. What was
formerly describe by access as something achieved through a system that
must be maintained, we have now a relationship opened through Christ
Himself, one that does not depend on position, lineage, or human
mediation.

And yet, it is easy for the heart to drift toward what feels tangible, especially
when the unseen feels distant.

The longing itself is not the problem. It is, in many ways, a gift. It reveals
that the soul recognises something is missing and refuses to settle for less
than what it was created for. That hunger is not meant to be silenced. It is
meant to lead somewhere.

The question is where it leads.
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Does it draw us deeper into systems that promise closeness, or does it
gently turn us back toward the One and Only who has already made Himself
near?

There is a difference between being instructed and being brought close.
One can shape behaviour. The other transforms the heart.

The history of the church quietly reveals a pattern. Whenever external
expectations begin to take the place of a living and direct connection with
God, something essential is slowly displaced. The focus shifts from what
Christ is doing within the heart to what can be shaped from the outside.

True transformation has never grown out of pressure. It has never been
sustained by rules alone. God desires more than outward conformity. He
forms a living work within a person, where life begins to unfold from the
inside.

This does not remove the place of instruction, since God in His kindness
guides, teaches, and shapes those who belong to Him. A clear difference
remains between instruction that leads the heart and rules that seek to
control it. When something is pressed upon a person without inward
conviction, it may produce outward form, yet it often weakens the love from
which true obedience grows.

The life Christ gives moves in a different way. The heart is awakened and
begins to respond freely, drawn by truth and formed from within.

This becomes especially clear in the practical expressions of faith. Certain
actions can easily turn into expectation rather than a response of the heart,
whether in giving, in serving, or in the ways devotion is expressed. What is
born from God grows through a living relationship in which the Spirit leads
each person with wisdom and care.

The Holy Spirit works personally, faithfully, and patiently. He does not form

every life into the same outward pattern. He makes known to each person
how to walk in a way that reflects Christ.
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In this way, obedience takes on a different character. It arises from a heart
that has been made new and is learning to recognise the voice of the One
who dwells within. What is lived outwardly becomes the natural expression
of an inward reality. This life is shaped through the quiet and faithful work
of Christ Himself.

When Christ spoke, He did not invite people into a system that would stand
between them and God. He spoke of coming to Him directly, of abiding, of
knowing, of being known. His words carry a simplicity that can almost be
overlooked because they do not rely on complexity.

“Come to Me.”
“Abide in Me.”
“Follow Me.”

These invitations do not require a structure to sustain them. They require
trust.

And yet, trusting something unseen can feel more difficult than relying on
something visible. The heart often reaches for what it can define, measure,
or hold, especially when it longs for assurance.

But what if the very thing we are searching for cannot be secured in that
way?

What if the sense that something is missing is not pointing us toward
something more to build, but toward something already given that we have
not yet fully received?

This is where the invitation becomes deeply personal.

It is no longer about understanding a system. It becomes a matter of
recognising a Person.

And perhaps the quiet question that now begins to take shape is this. If

Christ Himself has opened the way to the Father, why do we still feel the
need for something else to stand in between?
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CHAPTER IV

A PRIESTHOOD THAT CANNOT
PASS AWAY

2”

“But He holds His priesthood permanently, because He continues forever.
Hebrews 7:24

There is a difference between something that continues and something that
remains unchanged. Many things in life are preserved through succession.
One generation hands something to the next, and in that way it continues.
Yet what is passed on is never quite the same as what was first given. Time
touches it. People shape it. Even with the best intentions, continuity always
carries the marks of human limitation.

“You are a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.” Psalm 110:4
Who is? Christ Himself.

“who (Jesus) has become a priest, not on the basis of a legal requirement
concerning bodily descent, but by the power of an indestructible life.”
Hebrews 7:16

Scripture presents the priesthood of Christ in a very different way to the
former. It does not describe something that is continued through others. It
speaks of something that remains entirely within Him. The language is
careful and deliberate. He holds His priesthood permanently because He
continues forever.

This invites a quiet pause.

If His priesthood remains with Him, untouched by succession, what does
that mean for how we understand authority before God? The earlier
priesthood depended on many individuals. Each one served for a time, and

then another took his place.
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The system required continuity because no single priest could complete
what was needed.

Their work, though appointed by God, was always temporary. It pointed
forward while never arriving.

In Christ, that pattern reaches its end.

His priesthood does not pass from one to another, because it does not need
to. It is not interrupted by death, nor limited by time. It is complete,
enduring, and entirely sufficient within His own person.

This is not simply a theological detail. It changes everything.

Because if something no longer needs to be continued, then it no longer
needs to be transferred. And if it is not transferred, then it cannot be
claimed in the same way.

The question begins to form gently. If Christ holds His priesthood
permanently, where would there be room for another to hold it in the same
sense?

This is not a question meant to unsettle, but to invite beautiful clarity. If it is
the truth of God, who are we to distort it? No matter how much we are
attached to our church systems. Every truth should not unsettle, but bring
joy and freedom.

Scripture continues to unfold this reality with care. It tells us that He is able
to save completely those who come to God through Him, because He always

lives to intercede for them.

His work does not depend on others assisting or extending it. His
intercession is not shared. It is personal, direct, and unending.

This leads us into something both simple and profound.

Access to God is no longer mediated through a chain of individuals who
stand between. It is held open by One who never steps aside.



There is a quiet security in this that the heart can easily overlook. If our
access depended on human continuation, there would always be
uncertainty. Questions would remain about whether what was once given
has been preserved accurately, whether it has been passed on without
interruption, whether something has been lost along the way, or if we have
chosen the person.

Yet Scripture does not direct us to search for an unbroken line, but in all of
scripture without ceasing directs us to a living person.

Christ.

This shifts the foundation of trust. Instead of resting on what has been
handed down through time, it rests on someone who stands outside of time,
holding everything together within Himself.

There is a quiet freedom in this, though it may take time to recognise it. The
soul no longer needs to look for assurance in continuity that depends on
human hands. It is invited to rest in something that cannot be altered,
diminished, or interrupted.

And yet, it is understandable if the heart hesitates here.

Visible structures often feel more secure than invisible realities. A system
that can be traced, defined, and organised seems easier to rely on than
something that must be trusted without being seen.

But Scripture gently asks us to consider where true security is found.

Is it found in what can be preserved by human effort, or in what God
Himself sustains without interruption?

The priesthood of Christ does not leave us searching. It calls us to look up,
rather than around. It invites us to place our trust in the One, the Only One
who has already completed what no one else could carry.

And perhaps the question that now settles quietly within the heart is this. If
Christ’s priesthood cannot pass away, are we still looking for something

that was never meant to continue beyond Him?
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CHAPTER V

WHO TRULY HOLDS AUTHORITY?

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me.”
Matthew 28:18

There is something within the human heart that longs for clarity about
authority. It seeks to know who speaks with truth, who can be trusted, and
where certainty can be found when questions arise. This desire is valid, as it
reflects a deeper need for stability, for something that does not shift with
time or depend on changing voices.

When Jesus spoke these words after His resurrection, He did not speak of
shared authority, nor of something that would be gradually distributed
among others. He spoke with a quiet completeness. All authority had been
given to Him, not in part, nor in stages or as something that required
continuation through human means.

It rested fully and finally in Him.

This invites a gentle reflection, because if all authority belongs to Christ,
what does it mean when we begin to look for it elsewhere in the same way?
Throughout history, people have often sought visible expressions of
authority that can be recognised, traced, and affirmed within structured
systems, since such expressions feel reassuring, offer definition, create
order, and provide a sense of direction that appears secure. Yet Scripture
consistently directs attention back to a single source.

Authority does not originate in human hands. It is not created, preserved,

or transferred by human effort, but belongs to God alone and is revealed
fully in His Son.
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This does not by any means remove the role of leadership, teaching, or
guidance within the life of believers, since Scripture speaks clearly about
these gifts and describes those who teach, shepherd, and serve in ways that
strengthen and encourage others. Yet their role is never to stand as the
source of authority itself, but to point beyond themselves and to serve
under the authority of Christ, rather than as holders of something that
originates within them.

A quiet distinction begins to emerge here, revealing the difference between
guiding others toward truth and standing as the one who possesses it, and
also between serving within what Christ has established and becoming
something that appears to stand alongside Him, which may seem subtle at
first, yet carries great weight when considered carefully.

The New Testament consistently describes believers not just their leaders,
as those who are taught by God, led by His Spirit, and grounded in His
Word, so that authority is experienced through relationship with Christ
Himself. Through Christ the structure through dependence that stands
between the soul and Him has been desolved.

This deepens the beauty of community, because each person is brought into
direct connection with the same living source, and from that shared life a
genuine unity begins to grow.

As this becomes clearer, another question begins to form with quiet
sincerity, asking why, if Christ Himself holds all authority, we would feel
the need for something additional to secure what He has already given. This
question is truly not meant to challenge harshly, but to gently open space
for honest reflection.

At this point, it is important to recognise something Scripture speaks of
with quiet seriousness, namely that not everything that appears ordered,
structured, and even spiritual necessarily leads toward God Himself. There
is also a subtle work of imitation that moves through history, one that does
not openly oppose truth, but often resembles it closely enough to be
received without question. The apostle Paul writes that even the adversary
presents himself as an angel of light, which means that deception does not
always appear as darkness, but can take on forms that seem persuasive,
disciplined, and even highly devoted.
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Because of this, the heart must learn to discern not only what appears right,
but what truly leads into living connection with Christ. Systems can form,
expectations can grow, and patterns can develop that feel secure, yet
quietly shift the focus away from Him toward something that stands in His
place. This does not happen suddenly, nor always with intention, but it can
unfold gradually, as what was meant to point toward Christ begins to draw
attention to itself.

And yet, God in His kindness does not leave His people without guidance.
He gives His Spirit, who leads, teaches, and makes truth known within the
heart, not through pressure or rules even, but through conviction in the
heart and shaped by love and patience. In this way, the believer is not left to
navigate by outward form alone, but is drawn into a living awareness of
what reflects Christ and what gently leads away from Him.

Sometimes the search for visible authority arises from a sincere desire for
certainty, since the unseen can feel distant and the heart may long for
something it can clearly identify and hold onto. Scripture gently draws us
toward a different kind of assurance, one that does not depend on what can
be seen, but on who Christ is and what He has already accomplished.

He does not delegate His authority in a way that diminishes His sufficiency,
but invites us to live under it, to trust it, and to rest within it. Because His
authority is not distant or inaccessible, but personal, living, and present. It
is directly accessable to any believer, without any need for an inbetween
authority to confirm a believer in Christ.

And baptism does not carry saving grace in itself. It stands as an outward
sign, visible to others, that a life has come to Christ. It resembles a wedding
ring, which does not create the marriage, yet quietly declares the covenant
that already lives within it.

There is a quiet freedom in recognising this, as the soul no longer needs to
search for legitimacy through external confirmation or rely on a chain that
must be maintained or proven, but is invited to stand in what has already
been established by Christ Himself.
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And yet, this invitation remains deeply personal, as each heart considers
where it places its trust, whether in what can be seen and confirmed by
human structure, or in the One who holds all authority and never changes.

Perhaps the question that now rises gently is this, if Christ has been given

all authority in heaven and on earth, are we willing to trust that His
authority is enough?
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CHAPTER VI

THE BEAUTY OF WHAT CHRIST
FINISHED

“When Tesus had received the sour wine, He said, ‘It is finished,” and He
bowed His head and gave up His spirit.” John 19:30

There are moments in history that carry such weight that everything after
them is shaped by what has taken place. When Christ spoke these words
from the cross, He was not describing relief from suffering or simply the
end of His earthly life. He was declaring the completion of something that
had been unfolding across generations, something toward which every
sacrifice ever given, every command, and every promise had quietly been
pointing.

These words do not speak of something partial or unfinished, nor do they
suggest that a foundation had been laid for others to continue building in
the same way.

They reveal a work brought to its full and final expression, a work that
stands complete in itself.

From here a question forms naturally within the heart. It is not forced, but
sincere and searching in its nature, asking what exactly it was that reached
its completion in that moment.

Scripture answers this with a quiet consistency that unfolds across its
pages. The sacrifices which once had to be repeated again and again find
their fulfilment in one offering that does not need to be made a second
time.
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The priesthood which once stood daily before God finds its completion in
One who has sat down, because nothing remains unfinished. The separation
that once required constant mediation through others has been opened into
a living way, through which access is no longer distant but immediate and
direct.

The language of Hebrews draws this together with a clarity that invites
reflection. It describes a single sacrifice for sins offered once for all,
followed by a posture of rest that does not indicate withdrawal, but
completion. Christ sits because His work does not require continuation,
does not depend on human extension any longer, and does not need to be
preserved through effort, or systems, since it stands complete within Him.

And another question begins to rise, one that touches the deeper
movements of the heart.

If Christ has fully accomplished what was necessary to bring us to God,
does anything remain that still needs to be completed by us? Or does the
difficulty lie in our willingness to rest in what has already been finished?

The human heart often finds this difficult, since there is something within
us that feels compelled to contribute, to secure, and to ensure that what has
been given remains intact. Effort can feel safer than trust, and activity more
certain than surrender, even when those efforts quietly lead us away from
the simplicity of what has already been accomplished.

Yet the Gospel gently leads in another direction, inviting us to receive
rather than to build, to rest rather than to strive, and to trust what Christ
has already done instead of seeking to establish something alongside it.

This does not lead into passivity, because the heart itself has been changed
and a new life has begun. The Holy Spirit takes up His work within us, not
from the outside through pressure, but from within, shaping, correcting,
and gently leading the soul into truth.

This work is not mechanical, and it does not follow a fixed pattern imposed
on every life in the same way. It grows through love.

23



As the heart begins to see Christ more clearly, affection for Him deepens,
and from that love a new desire begins to form, one that no longer asks how
much must be done, but longs to draw nearer to Him. In this way,
obedience becomes a response shaped by love, and devotion grows
naturally from a heart that knows it has been brought near, rather than
from one that hopes to be accepted through effort.

Change, then, is real and unmistakable, yet it does not arise from being
pressed into form. The Spirit Himself rebukes, restores, and reshapes,
leading each person with patience and precision, according to what is
needed. There is no uniform mould applied from the outside, because God
Himself knows how to form each life from within. What emerges is not
forced conformity, or one church, but a living reflection of Christ, growing
quietly, steadily, and with increasing clarity.

There is a quiet beauty in this that the soul does not grasp all at once. It
gradually begins to recognise it, as it comes to see that nothing needs to be
added to what Christ has finished, nothing needs to be reinforced to make
it more secure, and nothing needs to be extended to ensure its
continuation, because what has been accomplished stands in its own
perfection without dependence on anything outside of itself.

The human mind is shaped by systems that require maintenance and
expects that what is valuable must be preserved through effort. Yet
Scripture continues to return us to the same place of clarity, revealing that
Christ has done what no one else could do, accomplished what no system
could complete, and opened what no human effort could secure, bringing
everything to its intended fulfilment.

This does not diminish the life that follows, but gives it its true foundation.
Everything that grows from this point arises from what has already been
established, with faith, obedience, love, and transformation all flowing from
a work that does not need to be repeated or supported by human authority.

As this begins to settle more deeply, a final question forms, gently and
without pressure. If Christ has finished the work completely, are we willing
to rest in that completeness, or does something within us still feel the need
to hold onto the idea that more is required, a particular order in leadership,
or rules, even when Scripture quietly assures us that what has been given is

already whole?
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Obedience is not driven by the laws, but by awe and the love of God, as by
the direct connection to Him.

And as this question lingers, something else begins to emerge, something
quieter and more steady. The heart slowly recognises that what it has long
been searching for was never something to build, but a place to rest, where
striving gives way to trust, and where the finished work of Christ becomes
something to understand and to live within.

And from a deep love for God and His Son, a new willingness begins to
grow, one that moves the heart to walk in what He has prepared. Whether
this leads into mission or into daily obedience, it flows from within rather
than from pressure. What once felt like duty begins to take on the character
of devotion, and what was often approached from the outside is now
formed from the inside.

Perhaps we have sometimes seen this the wrong way around, beginning
with what we should do, instead of first being drawn into who He is.
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CHAPTER VII

A GENTLE INVITATION TO REST

“Come to Me, all who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest.” Matthew 11:28

There comes a moment when truth is no longer something we observe from
a distance, but something that begins to draw near in a deeply personal
way, inviting the heart to respond rather than merely reflect, as everything
that has unfolded through Scripture and quiet questioning gathers into the
simple yet profound invitation spoken by Christ Himself. His words are not
complex, nor are they hidden behind layers of structure or expectation,
because He does not call people first into a system or into something that
must be maintained, but into Himself, offering rest to those who have
grown weary, not only from the burdens of life, but also from the quiet
weight of trying to find certainty, closeness, and assurance through things
that never fully satisfied.

There is a tenderness in this invitation that becomes more visible the longer
one considers it, especially for those who have sincerely desired to honour
God, to follow faithfully, and to do what is right, because nothing in this call
dismisses that longing or treats past effort as meaningless, and instead
gently draws the heart closer, revealing that what it has been seeking was
never meant to remain at a distance. As this begins to settle, a quiet
question naturally arises within the soul, asking what it truly means that
Christ invites each person to come directly to Him, without layers of
mediation, without the need for something else to secure the way, and
without hesitation or uncertainty, since the invitation rests entirely on what
He has already accomplished.

Receiving this invitation can feel unfamiliar, because it asks the heart to
release its instinct to secure itself. It loosens the grip on what feels
structured and dependable, and it calls for trust in what Christ has already
finished. 25



His work is sufficient. This is no loss. It is a gentle release from the
effort of trying to complete what is already whole, from searching
for what has already been given, and from carrying what was never
meant to rest on human shoulders. As this release begins to take
shape, something within the soul grows still. The rest that Christ
offers becomes more than an idea and settles as a deep and steady
peace.

This peace flows from knowing that access to God is secure through
Him. It no longer rests on something that must be preserved or
maintained.This does not remove the journey of faith, because life
continues to unfold with its questions, its growth, and its moments
of learning, yet everything now begins from a different foundation,
where the heart no longer strives toward acceptance, but lives
within it, and where confidence grows quietly from trust in who
Christ is and what He has accomplished.

In this place, the invitation becomes deeply personal, moving
beyond understanding into trust, as the soul considers whether it is
willing to rest in Him, to receive what has already been given, and to
let go of the sense that something more must still be achieved.

There is no pressure within this invitation, because truth does not
force itself upon the heart, but waits with patience, allowing space
for honesty and for a response that is genuine, since what Christ
offers cannot be improved, strengthened, or replaced, but only
received. As this is received, even slowly, the soul begins to
recognise that what it has long been searching for, whether in
structure, certainty, or effort, has always been found in Him, and
that the rest He gives does not depend on understanding every
detail, but on knowing the One who holds all things together.

In this quiet recognition, the search comes to its natural end. The
heart has found a place of belonging. Truth no longer feels distant,
and nearness is no longer uncertain. Peace settles deeply enough to
remain. Life begins to unfold from that stillness, grounded in the
sufficiency of Christ and held within the gentle certainty that what
He has finished is truly enough. 0
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	CHAPTER I
	THE QUESTION WE RARELY ASK
	The Old Covenant established a priesthood that was precise and intentional. Men were set apart, given responsibility, and entrusted with sacred duties that carried both honour and weight. Their role was defined by God Himself, and nothing about it was accidental or uncertain.
	Yet even within that carefully established system, a quiet tension remains. The Scriptures themselves begin to point beyond it. Psalm 110 speaks of a priest who does not belong to the line of Aaron, and the book of Hebrews returns to that promise with deliberate clarity. A question is raised there that cannot be easily set aside: if the earlier priesthood had brought completion, why would another be needed?
	This question invites reflection. It suggests that what was given in the beginning, though real and necessary, was never the final expression of God’s design. Something greater was always intended, something that would not merely continue what came before but would bring it to its fulfilment.
	As this thought settles, another question begins to form, quietly and without force. Have we fully understood what God has already completed, or have we, perhaps without realising it, continued to build where God has already finished His work?
	It is natural for the human heart to find comfort in structure. Systems provide clarity, roles provide definition, and visible forms of authority create a sense of order that feels secure and even godly. Yet Scripture often leads us along a different path, one that does not remove order but grounds it in something deeper and far more enduring.
	Authority before God does not arise from what we hold in our hands, nor from what has been passed through human means.
	It finds its source in who God is and in what He has accomplished.
	When this becomes clear, the question gently shifts. Instead of asking how authority is maintained, we begin to ask whether it has already been fulfilled.
	This is not a conclusion to rush toward, nor a thought to force into place. It is an invitation to return to the Scriptures with fresh attention, to read without assumption, and to allow what is written to speak with its own quiet authority.
	Because truth does not resist honest questions, and God is not unsettled by a searching heart.
	So perhaps the question that matters most is not whether something has been given for us to carry forward, but whether something has already been completed that we are still trying to rebuild.
	CHAPTER II
	WHAT DID GO ESTABLISH?
	And yet, within this repetition, something deeper was being revealed. Every sacrifice, every drop of blood, carried a meaning that reached far beyond the moment in which it was offered. The shedding of blood was never an end in itself. It pointed forward, quietly and persistently, to someone who had not yet come. Each altar became a place of anticipation. Each offering bore witness to a future fulfilment, a sacrifice that would not need to be repeated because it would finally accomplish what all others could only point toward.
	The people may not have fully understood what they were participating in, yet God was already telling a story through it. The weight of sin, the cost of atonement, and the necessity of blood were being revealed again and again, preparing the heart to recognise the One who would come and bring completion. The entire system carried within it a quiet promise, one that waited patiently for its fulfilment in a single, sufficient act.
	This does not diminish what God established. Instead, it reveals its final purpose more clearly. The Old Covenant was true, necessary, and given by God, yet it was never intended to stand alone. It pointed beyond itself, preparing the way for something greater that would bring completion where repetition once remained.
	When Christ entered history, He did not step into that system as another priest among many. He came as its fulfilment. The language of Hebrews speaks with a clarity that invites careful attention. He does not belong to the line of Aaron, yet He is declared a priest forever, according to a different order, one that does not depend on ancestry or succession.
	This alone raises a gentle question. If His priesthood does not arise from lineage, then from where does its authority come?
	Scripture answers by pointing us to His very being. His authority is not granted through human transmission. It is rooted in who He is, the Son who shares in the nature of the Father, the One whose life carries a power that cannot be interrupted by death. Where earlier priests served for a time, He remains. Where their work required repetition, His work reaches completion.
	This shift is not merely a change in form. It is a transformation in reality. The priesthood is no longer something that moves from one person to another within a continuing system. It is gathered into One who holds it fully and perfectly.
	“For on the one hand, a former commandment is set aside because of its weakness and uselessness… but on the other hand, a better hope is introduced.” Hebrew 7:18-19
	As this begins to settle in the heart, another question arises with quiet weight. If Christ holds a priesthood that is complete, unending, and entirely sufficient, what then remains for others to carry in the same way?
	The New Testament speaks often of believers as a priesthood, yet it describes something different from what came before. It does not present a structured order of individuals standing between God and humanity.
	Instead, it speaks of a people brought near, each one invited into direct relationship, each one given access through the work of Christ Himself.
	This changes how we understand authority. It moves from something external to something rooted in union with Him.
	The believer no longer stand before God through a system maintained by human hands, but through a living connection with the One who has already opened the way.
	“But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent… since it is enacted on better promises.” Hebrew 8:6
	“For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to come…” Hebrew 10:1
	Such a thought may feel unfamiliar at first, especially if we have grown accustomed to visible structures that define how spiritual authority is expressed. Yet Scripture gently invites us to consider whether what feels familiar is always what is foundational.
	God has not removed order, nor has He left His people without guidance. What He has done is far more profound. He has fulfilled what was once partial and brought it into completion through His Son. The only High Priest remaining. And the Holy Spirit, the only source to prompt repentance, fear of the Lord, and walking in his ways.
	This is not a loss. It is a gift.
	And perhaps the question that now begins to form is this. If God has already established something perfect in Christ, are we willing to rest in what He has finished, or do we still feel the need to rebuild what He has already brought to completion?
	CHAPTER  III
	WHEN SOMETHING FEELS MISSING
	The human heart was created for direct communion with God, not for distance. It was formed to know Him, not merely through instruction or representation, but through a living relationship.
	When that closeness feels obscured, the soul naturally begins to search for what might restore it.
	Sometimes that search leads toward greater structure. Clear roles, defined authority, and visible pathways can offer a sense of reassurance. They promise direction and suggest that if the right steps are followed, and the right order is maintained, then what feels distant may finally come near.
	This desire is understandable, as it reflects a genuine longing for certainty and connection, for something that can be trusted.
	But can structure provide what only the presence of God can give?
	Can something external restore what was always meant to be inward and living?
	Scripture speaks with remarkable simplicity about the nearness of God. Since Christ died a direct connection was created through the Holy Spirit in the heart of every believer, the old system could not fulfil. What was formerly describe by access as something achieved through a system that must be maintained, we have now a relationship opened through Christ Himself, one that does not depend on position, lineage, or human mediation.
	And yet, it is easy for the heart to drift toward what feels tangible, especially when the unseen feels distant.
	The longing itself is not the problem. It is, in many ways, a gift. It reveals that the soul recognises something is missing and refuses to settle for less than what it was created for. That hunger is not meant to be silenced. It is meant to lead somewhere.
	The question is where it leads.
	Does it draw us deeper into systems that promise closeness, or does it gently turn us back toward the One and Only who has already made Himself near?
	There is a difference between being instructed and being brought close. One can shape behaviour. The other transforms the heart.
	The history of the church quietly reveals a pattern. Whenever external expectations begin to take the place of a living and direct connection with God, something essential is slowly displaced. The focus shifts from what Christ is doing within the heart to what can be shaped from the outside.
	True transformation has never grown out of pressure. It has never been sustained by rules alone. God desires more than outward conformity. He forms a living work within a person, where life begins to unfold from the inside.
	This does not remove the place of instruction, since God in His kindness guides, teaches, and shapes those who belong to Him. A clear difference remains between instruction that leads the heart and rules that seek to control it. When something is pressed upon a person without inward conviction, it may produce outward form, yet it often weakens the love from which true obedience grows.
	The life Christ gives moves in a different way. The heart is awakened and begins to respond freely, drawn by truth and formed from within.
	This becomes especially clear in the practical expressions of faith. Certain actions can easily turn into expectation rather than a response of the heart, whether in giving, in serving, or in the ways devotion is expressed. What is born from God grows through a living relationship in which the Spirit leads each person with wisdom and care.
	The Holy Spirit works personally, faithfully, and patiently. He does not form every life into the same outward pattern. He makes known to each person how to walk in a way that reflects Christ.
	In this way, obedience takes on a different character. It arises from a heart that has been made new and is learning to recognise the voice of the One who dwells within. What is lived outwardly becomes the natural expression of an inward reality. This life is shaped through the quiet and faithful work of Christ Himself.
	When Christ spoke, He did not invite people into a system that would stand between them and God. He spoke of coming to Him directly, of abiding, of knowing, of being known. His words carry a simplicity that can almost be overlooked because they do not rely on complexity.
	“Come to Me.” “Abide in Me.” “Follow Me.”
	These invitations do not require a structure to sustain them. They require trust.
	And yet, trusting something unseen can feel more difficult than relying on something visible. The heart often reaches for what it can define, measure, or hold, especially when it longs for assurance.
	But what if the very thing we are searching for cannot be secured in that way?
	What if the sense that something is missing is not pointing us toward something more to build, but toward something already given that we have not yet fully received?
	This is where the invitation becomes deeply personal.
	It is no longer about understanding a system. It becomes a matter of recognising a Person.
	And perhaps the quiet question that now begins to take shape is this. If Christ Himself has opened the way to the Father, why do we still feel the need for something else to stand in between?
	CHAPTER IV
	A PRIESTHOOD THAT CANNOT PASS AWAY
	The system required continuity because no single priest could complete what was needed.
	Their work, though appointed by God, was always temporary. It pointed forward while never arriving.
	In Christ, that pattern reaches its end.
	His priesthood does not pass from one to another, because it does not need to. It is not interrupted by death, nor limited by time. It is complete, enduring, and entirely sufficient within His own person.
	This is not simply a theological detail. It changes everything.
	Because if something no longer needs to be continued, then it no longer needs to be transferred. And if it is not transferred, then it cannot be claimed in the same way.
	The question begins to form gently. If Christ holds His priesthood permanently, where would there be room for another to hold it in the same sense?
	This is not a question meant to unsettle, but to invite beautiful clarity. If it is the truth of God, who are we to distort it? No matter how much we are attached to our church systems. Every truth should not unsettle, but bring joy and freedom.
	Scripture continues to unfold this reality with care. It tells us that He is able to save completely those who come to God through Him, because He always lives to intercede for them.
	His work does not depend on others assisting or extending it. His intercession is not shared. It is personal, direct, and unending.
	This leads us into something both simple and profound.
	Access to God is no longer mediated through a chain of individuals who stand between. It is held open by One who never steps aside.
	There is a quiet security in this that the heart can easily overlook. If our access depended on human continuation, there would always be uncertainty. Questions would remain about whether what was once given has been preserved accurately, whether it has been passed on without interruption, whether something has been lost along the way, or if we have chosen the person.
	Yet Scripture does not direct us to search for an unbroken line, but in all of scripture without ceasing directs us to a living person.
	Christ.
	This shifts the foundation of trust. Instead of resting on what has been handed down through time, it rests on someone who stands outside of time, holding everything together within Himself.
	There is a quiet freedom in this, though it may take time to recognise it. The soul no longer needs to look for assurance in continuity that depends on human hands. It is invited to rest in something that cannot be altered, diminished, or interrupted.
	And yet, it is understandable if the heart hesitates here.
	Visible structures often feel more secure than invisible realities. A system that can be traced, defined, and organised seems easier to rely on than something that must be trusted without being seen.
	But Scripture gently asks us to consider where true security is found.
	Is it found in what can be preserved by human effort, or in what God Himself sustains without interruption?
	The priesthood of Christ does not leave us searching. It calls us to look up, rather than around. It invites us to place our trust in the One, the Only One who has already completed what no one else could carry.
	And perhaps the question that now settles quietly within the heart is this. If Christ’s priesthood cannot pass away, are we still looking for something that was never meant to continue beyond Him?
	CHAPTER V
	WHO TRULY HOLDS AUTHORITY?
	This does not by any means remove the role of leadership, teaching, or guidance within the life of believers, since Scripture speaks clearly about these gifts and describes those who teach, shepherd, and serve in ways that strengthen and encourage others. Yet their role is never to stand as the source of authority itself, but to point beyond themselves and to serve under the authority of Christ, rather than as holders of something that originates within them.
	A quiet distinction begins to emerge here, revealing the difference between guiding others toward truth and standing as the one who possesses it, and also between serving within what Christ has established and becoming something that appears to stand alongside Him, which may seem subtle at first, yet carries great weight when considered carefully.
	The New Testament consistently describes believers not just their leaders, as those who are taught by God, led by His Spirit, and grounded in His Word, so that authority is experienced through relationship with Christ Himself. Through Christ the structure through dependence that stands between the soul and Him has been desolved.
	This deepens the beauty of community, because each person is brought into direct connection with the same living source, and from that shared life a genuine unity begins to grow.
	As this becomes clearer, another question begins to form with quiet sincerity, asking why, if Christ Himself holds all authority, we would feel the need for something additional to secure what He has already given. This question is truly not meant to challenge harshly, but to gently open space for honest reflection.
	At this point, it is important to recognise something Scripture speaks of with quiet seriousness, namely that not everything that appears ordered, structured, and even spiritual necessarily leads toward God Himself. There is also a subtle work of imitation that moves through history, one that does not openly oppose truth, but often resembles it closely enough to be received without question. The apostle Paul writes that even the adversary presents himself as an angel of light, which means that deception does not always appear as darkness, but can take on forms that seem persuasive, disciplined, and even highly devoted.
	Because of this, the heart must learn to discern not only what appears right, but what truly leads into living connection with Christ. Systems can form, expectations can grow, and patterns can develop that feel secure, yet quietly shift the focus away from Him toward something that stands in His place. This does not happen suddenly, nor always with intention, but it can unfold gradually, as what was meant to point toward Christ begins to draw attention to itself.
	And yet, God in His kindness does not leave His people without guidance. He gives His Spirit, who leads, teaches, and makes truth known within the heart, not through pressure or rules even, but through conviction in the heart and shaped by love and patience. In this way, the believer is not left to navigate by outward form alone, but is drawn into a living awareness of what reflects Christ and what gently leads away from Him.
	Sometimes the search for visible authority arises from a sincere desire for certainty, since the unseen can feel distant and the heart may long for something it can clearly identify and hold onto. Scripture gently draws us toward a different kind of assurance, one that does not depend on what can be seen, but on who Christ is and what He has already accomplished.
	He does not delegate His authority in a way that diminishes His sufficiency, but invites us to live under it, to trust it, and to rest within it. Because His authority is not distant or inaccessible, but personal, living, and present. It is directly accessable to any believer, without any need for an inbetween authority to confirm a believer in Christ.
	And baptism does not carry saving grace in itself. It stands as an outward sign, visible to others, that a life has come to Christ. It resembles a wedding ring, which does not create the marriage, yet quietly declares the covenant that already lives within it.
	There is a quiet freedom in recognising this, as the soul no longer needs to search for legitimacy through external confirmation or rely on a chain that must be maintained or proven, but is invited to stand in what has already been established by Christ Himself.
	And yet, this invitation remains deeply personal, as each heart considers where it places its trust, whether in what can be seen and confirmed by human structure, or in the One who holds all authority and never changes.
	Perhaps the question that now rises gently is this, if Christ has been given all authority in heaven and on earth, are we willing to trust that His authority is enough?
	CHAPTER VI
	THE BEAUTY OF WHAT CHRIST FINISHED
	The priesthood which once stood daily before God finds its completion in One who has sat down, because nothing remains unfinished. The separation that once required constant mediation through others has been opened into a living way, through which access is no longer distant but immediate and direct.
	The language of Hebrews draws this together with a clarity that invites reflection. It describes a single sacrifice for sins offered once for all, followed by a posture of rest that does not indicate withdrawal, but completion. Christ sits because His work does not require continuation, does not depend on human extension any longer, and does not need to be preserved through effort, or systems, since it stands complete within Him.
	And another question begins to rise, one that touches the deeper movements of the heart.
	If Christ has fully accomplished what was necessary to bring us to God, does anything remain that still needs to be completed by us? Or does the difficulty lie in our willingness to rest in what has already been finished?
	The human heart often finds this difficult, since there is something within us that feels compelled to contribute, to secure, and to ensure that what has been given remains intact. Effort can feel safer than trust, and activity more certain than surrender, even when those efforts quietly lead us away from the simplicity of what has already been accomplished.
	Yet the Gospel gently leads in another direction, inviting us to receive rather than to build, to rest rather than to strive, and to trust what Christ has already done instead of seeking to establish something alongside it.
	This does not lead into passivity, because the heart itself has been changed and a new life has begun. The Holy Spirit takes up His work within us, not from the outside through pressure, but from within, shaping, correcting, and gently leading the soul into truth.
	This work is not mechanical, and it does not follow a fixed pattern imposed on every life in the same way. It grows through love.
	As the heart begins to see Christ more clearly, affection for Him deepens, and from that love a new desire begins to form, one that no longer asks how much must be done, but longs to draw nearer to Him. In this way, obedience becomes a response shaped by love, and devotion grows naturally from a heart that knows it has been brought near, rather than from one that hopes to be accepted through effort.
	Change, then, is real and unmistakable, yet it does not arise from being pressed into form. The Spirit Himself rebukes, restores, and reshapes, leading each person with patience and precision, according to what is needed. There is no uniform mould applied from the outside, because God Himself knows how to form each life from within. What emerges is not forced conformity, or one church, but a living reflection of Christ, growing quietly, steadily, and with increasing clarity.
	There is a quiet beauty in this that the soul does not grasp all at once. It gradually begins to recognise it, as it comes to see that nothing needs to be added to what Christ has finished, nothing needs to be reinforced to make it more secure, and nothing needs to be extended to ensure its continuation, because what has been accomplished stands in its own perfection without dependence on anything outside of itself.
	The human mind is shaped by systems that require maintenance and expects that what is valuable must be preserved through effort. Yet Scripture continues to return us to the same place of clarity, revealing that Christ has done what no one else could do, accomplished what no system could complete, and opened what no human effort could secure, bringing everything to its intended fulfilment.
	This does not diminish the life that follows, but gives it its true foundation. Everything that grows from this point arises from what has already been established, with faith, obedience, love, and transformation all flowing from a work that does not need to be repeated or supported by human authority. As this begins to settle more deeply, a final question forms, gently and without pressure. If Christ has finished the work completely, are we willing to rest in that completeness, or does something within us still feel the need to hold onto the idea that more is required, a particular order in leadership, or rules, even when Scripture quietly assures us that what has been given is already whole?
	Obedience is not driven by the laws, but by awe and the love of God, as by the direct connection to Him.
	And as this question lingers, something else begins to emerge, something quieter and more steady. The heart slowly recognises that what it has long been searching for was never something to build, but a place to rest, where striving gives way to trust, and where the finished work of Christ becomes something to understand and to live within.
	And from a deep love for God and His Son, a new willingness begins to grow, one that moves the heart to walk in what He has prepared. Whether this leads into mission or into daily obedience, it flows from within rather than from pressure. What once felt like duty begins to take on the character of devotion, and what was often approached from the outside is now formed from the inside.
	Perhaps we have sometimes seen this the wrong way around, beginning with what we should do, instead of first being drawn into who He is.
	CHAPTER VII
	A GENTLE INVITATION TO REST
	His work is sufficient. This is no loss. It is a gentle release from the effort of trying to complete what is already whole, from searching for what has already been given, and from carrying what was never meant to rest on human shoulders. As this release begins to take shape, something within the soul grows still. The rest that Christ offers becomes more than an idea and settles as a deep and steady peace.
	This peace flows from knowing that access to God is secure through Him. It no longer rests on something that must be preserved or maintained.This does not remove the journey of faith, because life continues to unfold with its questions, its growth, and its moments of learning, yet everything now begins from a different foundation, where the heart no longer strives toward acceptance, but lives within it, and where confidence grows quietly from trust in who Christ is and what He has accomplished.
	In this place, the invitation becomes deeply personal, moving beyond understanding into trust, as the soul considers whether it is willing to rest in Him, to receive what has already been given, and to let go of the sense that something more must still be achieved.
	There is no pressure within this invitation, because truth does not force itself upon the heart, but waits with patience, allowing space for honesty and for a response that is genuine, since what Christ offers cannot be improved, strengthened, or replaced, but only received. As this is received, even slowly, the soul begins to recognise that what it has long been searching for, whether in structure, certainty, or effort, has always been found in Him, and that the rest He gives does not depend on understanding every detail, but on knowing the One who holds all things together.
	In this quiet recognition, the search comes to its natural end. The heart has found a place of belonging. Truth no longer feels distant, and nearness is no longer uncertain. Peace settles deeply enough to remain. Life begins to unfold from that stillness, grounded in the sufficiency of Christ and held within the gentle certainty that what He has finished is truly enough.

