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Q: It’s clearly dangerous to talk on the phone while driving, and it makes sense

that we have a law against it, but why are the police allowed to do it?

SUBSCRIBE TO CONTINUE READING

The Washington Tra!c Safety Commission shares facts about distracted driving in Washington state.

By Washington Tra!c Safety Commission

Only have a minute? Listen instead 1.0x

Powered by Trinity Audio
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A: The longer cellphones are around, the more we all agree that they don’t mix

well with driving. According to AAA surveys, in 2009, 58 percent of us thought

that drivers talking on their phones were a serious threat. By 2014, 66 percent

of us thought it was unacceptable, and in 2023, 78 percent of us thought it was

very dangerous. The remaining 22 percent thought it was slightly or somewhat

dangerous; nobody put it in the “not dangerous at all” category. It’s hard to

ignore all the evidence (in the form of crashes), and our attitudes toward

distracted driving have shifted to reflect that (including 78 percent of

Washington drivers who support enforcement of distracted driving).
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