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This story is ded i cated to five groups of peo ple.

Our dear son Hans and his life time of sac ri fice.

My dear wife Joanell in rec og ni tion of our 

Fif ti eth Wed ding An ni ver sary.

Her more than ninety fos ter chil dren.

Our friends Don and Joan Stolz

and their life time of bring ing joy to our

lives through whole some en ter tain ment.

 And, the many peo ple we have met

in life who have tried to do

their very best 

and pro vided us with good ex am ple 

-- of ten un der chal leng ing circumstances.
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Forward
Writ ing an in tro duc tion to a unique book authored by peo ple
whom you ad mire and for whom you have great af fec tion is a de -
light.

In the past, I had read chap ters of sev eral books authored by Dr.
Fred Zimmerman, an hon ored pro fes sor at the Uni ver sity of St.
Thomas. His views on achiev ing qual ity in man u fac tur ing and
mar ket ing were solid, clear, and achiev able.

With this knowl edge, you can imag ine my sur prise when I first
met Pur ga tory on Pa rade. I should not have been sur prised. Fred 
and his wife Joanell have al ways re vealed a spir i tual ap proach to
ev ery thing in life in clud ing the long ill ness of their youn gest son,
their ap pre ci a tion of the sup port and prayers of friends, and their 
com plete lack of any con dem na tion of oth ers.

I found Pur ga tory of Pa rade to be com pel ling, some times gently
hu mor ous, but al ways ap pli ca ble. In their visit to Pur ga tory,
Fred and Joanell find there is a rev e la tion of the ills we have done
and the good we have left un done. What ever the sit u a tion in
Pur ga tory, noth ing is hope less; all in time (on oc ca sion, con sid -
er able time) can be cor rected.

I found my self re view ing my own past, de ter min ing to start ac -
tiv ity that I might have left un done un til my own visit to Pur ga -
tory be gins.

You will find Pur ga tory on Pa rade to be in ter est ing, fun, and in -
spir ing, as I have.

Don Stolz

Owner and Ar tis tic Di rec tor of the Old Log The ater.
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Preface
Al though Pur ga tory on Pa rade is a story — com plete fic tion,
many of the char ac ters rep re sent real con ver sa tions and real peo -
ple. A life time of mem o ra ble ex pe ri ences in ter act ing with peo ple
in busi ness, ac a de mia, re li gion, and ev ery day life has sup plied
most of the ma te rial for this fic tional manu script.

Pur ga tory is a con cept that has al ways made some sense to me.
Very few of us are per fect and no one I know will as sert that they
are. We all have our flaws and it is only just for each of us to be al -
lo cated some time to pon der the ram i fi ca tions of these im per fec -
tions. Though this fic tional tale about Pur ga tory is fan tasy, it still 
may be in ter est ing to con tem plate what we would do with this
op por tu nity and how would we re act.

This nar ra tive, how ever, is not in tended to be deeply theo log i cal. 
It is just a story that cap tures some of the col lec tive wis dom and
in sights sup plied by friends, as so ci ates, and oth ers — some of
whom the au thor knew only from a dis tance. 

There are sev eral se ri ous threads in this story, how ever. One re -
lates to the med i cal prob lems of our son. The youn gest of our
five chil dren was di ag nosed with se vere can cer when he was a
young child aged only twenty-three months. At this writ ing he is
twenty-eight years old. Dur ing that time, he has had some where
around thirty sur ger ies, many kinds of chemo-ther apy amount -
ing to three times the life time max i mum dos age, ra di a tion, and a
five-or gan trans plant in volv ing a new liver, pan creas, stom ach,
small in tes tine, and du o de num. The trans plant, though ini tially
suc cess ful, pro duced many com pli ca tions of its own.

Our youn gest son was, at one time, a ro bust, pos i tive, cheer ful
per son with no tice able skills in math e mat ics, sports, and mu sic.
Yet, it has been about all he can do to stay alive dur ing the past
quar ter cen tury. His sur vival has been greatly en abled by the he -
roic work of my wife, Joanell, who has la bored long hours to
help our son un der a va ri ety of dif fi cult con di tions. Due to the ef -
forts of Joanell and many ded i cated healthcare pro vid ers, Hans
Sur vived twenty eight and one half years. He miss him greatly.
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Along the way, in grat i tude for the ex tended life of our son,
Joanell took care of more than ninety fos ter chil dren on a short
term emer gency ba sis — some times as long as sev eral months.
We were able to wit ness the broad ca pa bil i ties of these pre cious
chil dren and the amaz ing po ten tial each one of them had. 

The threads about Hans, the fos ter chil dren, and the ex pe ri ences
gained through a va ri ety of busi ness and ac a demic ex po sures
weave to gether to por tray the main theme of Pur ga tory on Pa -
rade — hope. Hope in us, hope in our friends, and hope in the
hu man ity around us. For, in spite of our hu man im per fec tions,
there is much good in the world — many prob lems, but much
good.

Al most none of the vi gnettes in Pur ga tory on Pa rade are en tirely
orig i nal with the au thor. The lan guage, the sit u a tions, and the
per sonal re ac tions dis played in each one of the story’s seg ments
were gath ered from a life time of ex pe ri ences with mem o ra ble
peo ple. These ex pe ri ences were richer than fic tion – and far less
for get ta ble. Over the years, I have been so im pressed with the in -
sights of or di nary peo ple that it seemed just to re cord these in -
sights – if even in fic tional form.

The char ac ters in Pur ga tory on Pa rade were not just mem o ra ble,
how ever. They were ide al is tic. Ev ery so ci ety seems to have a
corps of crit i cal think ers who be lieve that things could be better
than they are. Some of these in formed crit i cal think ers were ac a -
dem ics, whose views on mat ters of im por tance were con di tions
by se ri ous in quiry and study. Many more of the crit i cal think ers
were or di nary peo ple from a wide va ri ety of pro fes sions, eth nici -
ties, re li gions, and ed u ca tional back grounds. The world is for tu -
nate to have them and our story is en riched by their ob serv able
traits.

God bless them and God bless all of you. 
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Scene 1 -- Entry

Nar ra tor: (In di rect com mu ni ca tion with au di ence)

Shortly af ter the ac ci dent, El ea nor and I awak -
ened slowly. We had no idea where we were. We 
had no idea why or how we got where we were.

We were in the open ing of a large long hall way.
It was arched with bare stone walls and ceil ing,
ivory in color. There were no win dows, but yet
there was light. At the end of the long hall way,
we could see a per son, but we could not make
out who he was or what he might be do ing
there. He just stood there as if he was wait ing for 
us.

We pro ceeded slowly, and with cau tion, down
the hall way which had a slight down ward in cline. 
As we pro gressed, we could see that the hall way
opened into a rather large cav ern ous room. The
per son who seemed to be wait ing for us be gan to 
look fa mil iar. He was short but stout — rather
plump, but not obese. He was mostly bald and
we could de tect, even from a dis tance, a rather
cheer ful ex pres sion. 

With a few more steps, a few of the de tails of the
large room came into view. It was an ex pan sive
room with a very high ceil ing – al most like the
in side of a large rail way de pot. On one side, part
of a prom i nent sign came into view. How ever,
we were far enough back in the hall way that we
could make out only the first two let ters of the
sign, “AD.”
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As we neared the end of the hall way and the
open ing into the grand room, the per son did be -
come rec og niz able. I called out.

Henry: Buddy? Is that you?

Buddy: Yes, it’s me. I've been ex pect ing you. I’m glad to
see you both.

Henry: I know you passed away sev eral years ago. I have
al ways been sorry that I was un able to at tend
your fu neral.

Buddy: You were off in a hos pi tal in Pitts burgh or some -
where look ing af ter Sonny Boy. I knew you had
im por tant things to do. Any way, I got through
it.

El ea nor greets Buddy Bernstein with a
friendly hug 

El ea nor: I am glad to see you, too, Buddy, but what are
we do ing here? And what are you do ing here?
What is this place?

Buddy: Well, as the sign says, this is the AD MIS SIONS
area.

El ea nor: Ad mis sions area! Ad mis sion to what?

Buddy: That de pends on what you’ve done and it is not
my call. As for me, I’m in Pur ga tory, as are most
of us here.

El ea nor: This room is Pur ga tory?

Buddy: It is part of Pur ga tory, but only a small part.
And, you have come to join us. You, also, are
about to en ter Pur ga tory.

El ea nor: Purgatory? I don’t un der stand. We are en ter ing
Pur ga tory? This place does not seem like what I
thought Pur ga tory would be like. And, you are in 
Pur ga tory?

Buddy: Yes, I am. I came here al most im me di ately af ter
my fu neral.
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El ea nor: What a sur prise.  What is a Jew ish ven ture cap i -
tal ist do ing in Pur ga tory? 

Henry: El ea nor said ex actly what I was think ing.

Buddy: You are sur prised that a Jew is in Pur ga tory?
Jews, Chris tians, Mus lims, Hin dus, I sup pose
peo ple from ev ery re li gion are en ti tled to Pur ga -
tory. 

Henry: Well, I sup pose I did won der about that.

Buddy: You want I should be go ing to a more pun ish ing
des ti na tion? (Chuckle)

El ea nor: ( puz zled) So, this is Pur ga tory.

Buddy: Of course, as I said ear lier, this is just a small part 
of it — the Ad mis sions Area. Soon you will be
for mally ad mit ted to the rest of it. 

Henry: What about Heaven?

Buddy: That is some thing for you to think about, but the 
an swer will un fold later.

Henry: Af ter Pur ga tory?

Buddy: Per haps af ter Pur ga tory. First, you will be for -
mally ad mit ted and then re ceive your as sign -
ments.

El ea nor: As sign ment? What as sign ment?

Buddy: We all have sev eral as sign ments. One of mine is
to be a greeter in the Ad mis sions area. It’s not
too dif fer ent from be ing a greeter at WalMart —
I’m in a sim i lar age group. I en joy meet ing the
peo ple and show ing them around a lit tle bit un til 
they get their feet off the ground, so to speak.”

El ea nor: You said you had sev eral as sign ments. What are
your others?

Buddy: Among other things, I am  a sort of an ad vi sor to 
St. Pe ter and his staff on white col lar crime.

Henry faces au di ence

Scene 1 -- Entry 5



Nar ra tor: (In di rect com mu ni ca tion with au di ence)

At this junc ture, I could not help but re call ing
my ear lier busi ness ex pe ri ences with Buddy.
These ex pe ri ences were uni formly pos i tive. He
was a fine up stand ing eth i cal in di vid ual with a
great deal of busi ness savvy. But I could n’t help
ask ing –

Henry: Why would St. Pe ter have a need for an ad vi sor
on white col lar crime?

Buddy: White col lar crime is a grow ing field. As I said, I
am an ad vi sor. God does the de cid ing of course. 
St. Pe ter and his help ers pull all of the facts to -
gether so the ev i dence is com plete. St. Pe ter is
sort of like the pen ul ti mate clerk of court. 

As for white col lar crime, it’s a grow ing field.
The folk’s up stairs are very fair peo ple, but they
don’t know the tricks. It is one thing to have abil -
ity and fair-mind ed ness, but it is quite an other
thing to know the ter ri tory. The peo ple up stairs
see so much good, they would never think of
what some of these busi ness peo ple might do. I
can help him out a lit tle bit on what to look for.
You know, things like to four Bs.

El ea nor: What four Bs? What they  are.

Buddy: You know, the four things that screw up com pa -
nies; Bucks — peo ple dip ping into the till,
Booze, Boy/Girl prob lems, and Bal lots — peo ple
run ning for of fice, in ter nally or ex ter nally. These
are the de struc tive forces that trans form ad e quate 
com pa nies into los ers. They bring com pa nies to
ruin and make life mis er a ble for good em ploy ees, 
cred i tors, sup pli ers, and cus tom ers — and, once
in a while, a ven ture cap i tal ist. Those are the four 
Bs; bucks, boy/girl prob lems, booze, and bal lots.

Henry: Buddy, El ea nor and I are im pressed and par tially
amused by your in sight ful prac ti cal ity. How ever,  
as a prac ti cal mat ter, we are both won dering
about our own des tinies. We are be gin ning to
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feel ap pre hen sive — even afraid.  What will be
next?

Nar ra tor: (In di rect com mu ni ca tion with au di ence) A few
more peo ple be gan to drift into the ad mis sions
area. We won dered who they were. 

Buddy: Please, let me in tro duce you to a cou ple of my as -
so ci ates. (Turn ing, he sig naled across the room) 
Clem and Fidelia, let me in tro duce you to a cou -
ple of very old friends of mine — Henry and El -
ea nor Hammerschmidt.

Henry faces au di ence

Nar ra tor: (In di rect com mu ni ca tion with au di ence) 
Clem was a quite tall farmer-look ing in di vid ual
with a green John Deere cap, a plaid long-sleeved 
shirt,  jeans, and boots. He spoke with a pro -
nounced drawl. 

Fidelia ap peared to be an His panic girl in her
early thir ties, well-spo ken and ap par ently very
well ed u cated. She was car ry ing a book en ti tled
Phi los o phy of Math e mat ics: Se lected Read ings. 

Clem: Howdy. I am very pleased to meet you.

Fidelia: Good eve ning, Mr. and Mrs. Hammerschmidt.
We have heard Buddy talk about both of you,
your won der ful fam ily, and par tic u larly your son, 
An thony. We are aware that he has been ill.

El ea nor: Yes, An thony has struggled with med i cal prob -
lems since he was a small child. He was di ag -
nosed with can cer when he was 23 months old. 
We have deep ap pre ci a tion for the many
thoughts and prayers of fered on his be half in his
sev eral de cade strug gle with can cer, trans plants,
and other is sues. We are quite proud of all of our 
five  chil dren. 

But, please tell us about each of you. What are
you do ing here?
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Clem: Well, I’m from Ne braska. Farmed three thou sand 
acres for quite a while there. We made quite a
sci ence out of it, I think, and we had some pretty 
good years. 

El ea nor: What as sign ment do you have here in Pur ga tory,
Clem?

Clem: Well, now, I’m pri mar ily a multi plexer for the
prayers for rain. I don’t make any de ci sions, of
course, but I do pass up ward my im pres sion of
the ar eas that seem to be most in need. 

Henry: That is an im por tant as sign ment.

Clem: A lot of the world de pends upon ag ri cul ture, you 
know.

El ea nor: And you, Fidelia?

Fidelia: For most of my life, I served as a math e mat ics
pro fes sor at St. Louis Uni ver sity in Mis souri. I
loved teach ing stu dents, par tic u larly young fe -
male stu dents. They are so ea ger to learn math e -
mat ics. You know, there is a strong con nec tion
be tween math e mat ics and the rest of life. 

El ea nor: We agree. Yet, it must be dif fi cult to teach such a 
de mand ing sub ject as math e mat ics.

Fidelia: The prob lems are the sym bols. Peo ple be come
fear ful of math e mat ics be cause so many dif fer ent
sym bols are used for the same things. 

Henry: I no tice that you have with you an in ter est ing
book about math e mat ics.

Fidelia: Math e mat ics, if it is done cor rectly, is clear and
un am big u ous. I love in ter nal con sis tency. My
role here in Pur ga tory is to help peo ple for mu late 
self-de vel op ment plans that are in ter nally con sis -
tent.

Henry: We can tell the peo ple we have met so far are sin -
cere and con sci en tious about their re spon si bil i -
ties. What sur prises us is that no body seems to be 
suf fer ing, or bit ter, or sad. You even seem en thu -
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si as tic. This does not nec es sar ily con form to my
prior con cep tion of Pur ga tory.

A dig ni fied mes sen ger ap proaches Buddy. 

Mes sen ger: Mr. Bernstein, your pres ence is re quested in the
board room. It seems they have some ques tions
about Credit De fault Swaps and Auc tion Rate
Se cu ri ties. Would it be pos si ble for you to come
right away?

Buddy: (ner vously) I sup pose so, but I am vis it ing with
some old friends here. Aren’t there any other fi -
nan ciers who have died and could an swer the
ques tions?

Mes sen ger: In deed, Mr. Bernstein, many fi nan ciers have died 
and many of them are fa mil iar with the sub jects
be ing dis cussed. How ever, I am afraid that most
of them are un reach able given their cur rent lo ca -
tion.

Buddy: OK, I un der stand. I will be there right away. See
you later El ea nor. Auf wie der sehen, Hein rich. 

Buddy Ex its

El ea nor: I am not quite sure I un der stand what is hap pen -
ing in Pur ga tory. It seems much more re laxed
than I had imag ined.  How does it all work?

Fidelia: Pur ga tory is the grad ual and thor ough pro cess of 
cre at ing em pa thy for the peo ple we may have of -
fended. 

Eleanor: How does this hap pen?

Fidelia: We do this by gain ing com plete un der stand ing of 
each of these in di vid u als, in clud ing their cir cum -
stances, their own prob lems, and any dis ad van -
tages they may have had. In gain ing this knowl -
edge, we be gan to un der stand the ram i fi ca tions
to all of the of fenses we com mit ted dur ing life.

El ea nor: Oh. 
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Fidelia: We have to live through each event by be com ing
per son ally ac quainted with all the peo ple who
might have been af fected.

Henry: It seems very in volved. But is Pur ga tory rel e vant
for all re li gions?”

Fidelia: As you will re call that in the Acts of the Apos tles
Pe ter was quoted as say ing, 

"Truly I per ceive that God shows no par tial ity, 
but in ev ery na tion any one who fears him and does
what is right is ac cept able to him.’"

Fidelia: In re al ity, there is much sim i lar ity be tween re li -
gions. All re li gions seem to im plore their peo ple
to do what is right and just and many be liev ers
fol low those pre scrip tions. There are some dif fer -
ences, but many sim i lar i ties. Whether we call it
Pur ga tory or some thing else, we do need to re -
flect. 

Henry: It must take a long time

Fidelia: It takes a very long time to un der stand the sit u a -
tional back ground of all our events and then to
re-live them in an ac cept able way. 

Most peo ple are in Pur ga tory for many years —
some times de cades or even cen tu ries.  Our role
here is not to suf fer — ex cept for the sor row in
learn ing what we have done. Our role here is to
make sure we are suf fi ciently sorry for these of -
fenses. The pro cess is quite thor ough. You will
feel better af ter hav ing gone through it. But, be
pa tient. It does take a while.”
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Scene 2 -- The City

At this point, Clem steps for ward and motions 
with his arms 

Clem: Tell ya what. Come over here and we will show
you a lit tle more about how Pur ga tory is laid out. 
I'll show you the ranch.

Henry, El ea nor, Fidelia, and Clem walk over
to a more cen tral part of the large room

where we were shown what looked like a size -
able three di men sional model of a ma jor city. 

Henry: Look. The model dis plays prom i nent sky scraper
build ings, some smaller build ings, open spaces,
parks, and are nas. They are all con nected by what 
looked like an elab o rate se ries of skyways and
tun nels which ap peared to pro vide the only en -
trances or ex its.
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Clem: Well, this is what we’ve got, de clared Clem.
Quite an op er a tion, don’t you think?

El ea nor: (anx iously) What are all of these build ings? What 
are they for? 

Fidelia: Each of these build ings rep re sents an area of our
life that we need to re-ex am ine, re-ex pe ri ence,
con tem plate, and po ten tially re struc ture. Each
one of us en ters ev ery one of the build ings to ex -
am ine what we have done, or in many cases,
what we have failed to do. 

El ea nor: (re peats) What we have done and what we have
failed to do. 

Fidelia: You see, Pur ga tory deals ef fec tively with of -
fenses, but also ne glect. With our in volve ments,
but also our de trac tions. Our in ter ests and our
pri or i ties.

Henry: None of the build ings seemed to  have doors to
the out side.

Fidelia: That is be cause we all have to re flect on these
ma jor con sid er ations. 

Clem: You can spend a lot of time in any one of these
build ings — some times years.

El ea nor: What is that big round build ing that looks like a
Col os seum?

Clem: Well, ma’am, you would have a spe cial ap pre ci a -
tion for that build ing. That is Arena of Ne glected 
Chil dren. Is n’t it true that you have a strong in -
ter est in chil dren?

El ea nor: Yes, but what goes on there?’

Clem: You see, each of us has had many op por tu ni ties
in life to help peo ple out. This par tic u lar build ing 
fo cuses on chil dren. Some are brushed off. Some
are abused. Some chil dren are ab so lutely des ti -
tute. This build ing gives us the op por tu nity to
con sider their sit u a tions and what we might have 
done to help out a lit tle bit, or some times more.
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El ea nor: But, what could we have done? We could n’t have 
cared for them all.

Fidelia: That is true. No one could have cared for them
all. But per haps there were one, or two, or three,
or maybe a few more in stances where some thing
could have been done to help them. 

El ea nor: But what do the peo ple in Pur ga tory do in such a 
large arena.What is go ing on there?

Fidelia: The peo ple in Pur ga tory will be go ing to the
arena, but in di vid u ally, and they will be stand ing
on the square at the cen ter of the play ing field.
The chil dren will be sur round ing them on the
play ing field and in the seats in the sta dium –
many thou sands of them. Each pen i tent will be
sur rounded by tens of thou sands of chil dren and
they will get to know most of them, their need
and how might have been helped. By the way, do 
you re mem ber Chuckie?

El ea nor: Why yes. He was one of our fos ter chil dren and
he seemed so pleased to be with us. He was in
fos ter care with two of his sis ters. We have al -
ways won dered how he was do ing.

Fidelia: Hap pily, Chuckie has moved up from Pur ga tory
now and he is now in Heaven. So you will not
see him here. But he does re mem ber you and he
would like to see you, again.

El ea nor: And, we would be so pleased to see him.

Henry: What is that large build ing that looks as if it is at -
tached to an other build ing on the up per floors?

Fidelia: (calmly) That is the Mon u ment to Me dia Su per -
flu ity con nected to the Ipod Di ver sion Ex hibit.
That is where peo ple go to re ex am ine the things
they could have been do ing, and the good they
could have been ac com plish ing, had they not
spent so much time watch ing non sen si cal tele vi -
sion, point less mov ies, and lis ten ing to mu sic
with gram mat i cally in cor rect lyr ics.
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Henry: But, mu sic can be beau ti ful. Take Bee tho ven’s
‘Ode to Joy’ or Franz Schu bert’s ‘Ave Maria,’ or
Will Glahe play ing the ‘Liechtensteiner Polka.’ 

Fidelia: Of course mu sic can be beau ti ful and en rich ing.
The ques tion is whether the mu sic is taste fully
en rich ing or a mere di ver sion. There is, as you
have im plied much up lift ing and wholly worth -
while mu sic which does not de tract from our
char ac ter in any way. But, some of it might —
par tic u larly if it is con stant or nearly con stant.
Then it crowds out other uses of our time that
might be better for us, and the world, in the long 
term. It is a mat ter of pru dence. Re mem ber, as
Ar is totle noted, ‘Noth ing en ters the mind but
through the senses.’  

Buddy Bernstein re turns to the group. 

Fidelia: Hello, Buddy, How did your ses sion go.?

Buddy: Oh, it was OK. Dis ap point ing in some ways. It’s
amaz ing what some of these schmucks will do to
make a buck, which they prob a bly don’t even
need. In this case, there were two ques tions: Was 
the trans ac tion proper? And, then, was it ap pro -
pri ate for them to be bailed out by the Fed eral
Re serve Bank? Big ques tions, I might add.

Henry: Who were you dis cuss ing?

Buddy: Buddy re sponded, Oh, none of us ever know
what in di vid ual peo ple have done, or not done.
It’s out of my scope of activity. I can of fer some
thoughts on the trans ac tions them selves, but I
never know who is in volved.

Henry: Do we know who is in Pur ga tory? Many of us
have friends. It will be of in ter est to us to know
their sta tus or how they are pro gress ing.

Fidelia: Oh, I’m afraid that is impossible. The fo cus of
Pur ga tory is our own re pen tance. It is not our
job to eval u ate or gauge oth ers. Nor do we have
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the ca pa bil i ties of know ing how oth ers are do ing. 
Nei ther can we make any com ments about any
other in di vid u als, even in di vid u als we were close
to in life.

Clem: Since Pur ga tory is for us as in di vid u als, we are
not able to make any com ments about any one
else’s soul. We can re flect on their ef forts once
they have moved on to Heaven, but we are not
able to talk about any one when they are still in
Pur ga tory. It is a rule that makes sense, as I am
sure you will agree. 

Af ter a brief mo ment of thought, 

Clem: We are per mit ted to eval u ate in an i mate ob jects,
though, such as ma chin ery. We are free to dis cuss 
which ma chin ery is better than oth ers.

El ea nor: Why is that?

Clem: Well, some of us are John Deere peo ple....

Henry: I would very much like to know more about how 
Pur ga tory op er ates. If such a large struc ture is
de voted to mu sic, what are the build ings like for
of fenses like mur der, rape, and ex tor tion?

Fidelia: Oh, we don’t deal with the biggies here. Those
are dealt with in an other ju ris dic tion – but not in
Pur ga tory. Here, we are work ing with peo ple
with some po ten tial for per fec tion. It may take a
while, but that po ten tial for per fec tion is at least
there. Look ing at the prob lem sta tis ti cally, we are 
largely deal ing with the pop u la tion within two
stan dard de vi a tions from the mean — you know,
plus or mi nus two sigma – the mid dle 95 per -
cent. The rest are ei ther in Heaven – or some -
place else.... Any way, are there any other struc -
tures you won der about?

Henry: Yes! What is that very large build ing just to the
left of the Arena for Ne glected Chil dren?
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Buddy: That, my boy, is some thing many of us in busi -
ness should know some thing about. That is the
In sti tute of Fi du ciary Ir re spon si bil ity. 

Henry: Again, what we have done and what we have
failed to do.

Buddy: The building is where peo ple go to find out what 
the lives of other peo ple would have been had
they han dled their af fairs prop erly. The build ing
pres ents, as many of the other build ings do, a
con trast be tween the way things might have been 
and the way things ac tu ally turned out when
some thing was mis han dled. You know, lost pen -
sions, ru ined places of em ploy ment, de stroyed
per sonal sav ings. You were in busi ness. You can
imag ine. 

El ea nor: This is such an un usual place. What is that big
race track down there?

Clem: That is the Ag gres sive Driv ing Res ti tu tion Track. 
Ag gres sive driv ers go there to ex pe ri ence what
they have been do ing to oth ers in heavy traf fic.

Henry: My good ness. I won der if I will have to go
through that. Are peo ple there long?

Clem: Some of them are there quite a while.

Fidelia: The re cord is 428 years. 

Clem: One by one we can go over the pur pose and de -
scrip tions of most of the rest of the build ings.
There is the Cit a del of Un earned Wealth, the
Mu seum of In flated Com pen sa tion, the Gar den
of Missed Kind ness, the In sti tute of Ir re spon si ble 
In dul gence, the Ed i fice of Mis car ried Jus tice, and 
many oth ers. Of course, the tall est build ing in
Pur ga tory is the Pal ace of Per pet ual Pom pos ity.
Then, there is that tall white build ing near the
cen ter of the city ----.

Buddy in ter rupts 
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Buddy: That is one of my fa vor ites, the As sem bly of In -
verted Ste reo types. Many of us have had im pres -
sions of what cer tain groups of peo ple are like or
have been like. Of course, the Jews have had their 
share of trou ble in that re gard, but I have to ad -
mit that it has oc ca sion ally been a two-way street. 
When I went through, I got to know some of the 
Pal es tin ians very well. Some of them are very
nice peo ple. Now one of them is my bridge part -
ner.

Henry: You play bridge in Pur ga tory?

Buddy: Yes, we play bridge and ev ery now and then, we
have a glass of wine in the eve ning with our
friends. It turns out that there are some un ion
peo ple in Pur ga tory and we gen er ally work an
eight hour day. On the whole, the ef forts of or -
ga nized labor have im proved the pen i ten tial con -
di tions for all of us.

Fidelia: It is im por tant for time to be made avail able to
think about things. We need our eve ning time to
con tem plate what has hap pened dur ing the day.
All of us need time to re flect.

Nar ra tor: (fac ing the audience) All this time, I could tell
that El ea nor was think ing. She was look ing
closely at all of the build ings and she was even
mak ing some notes. At this point, she asked, 

El ea nor: Does Pur ga tory have pri mar ily a neg a tive con no -
ta tion and ex pe ri ence? Are there pos i tive build -
ings – those that build peo ple up?

Fidelia: (cheer fully) An ex cel lent ques tion! I can see you
have some back ground in so ci ol ogy, psy chol ogy,
or so cial work. Yes, we do have many build ings
with highly pos i tive ori en ta tion. They tend to be
in the greener part of the city over on the right.
There is the Cen ter for Re newed Re la tion ships,
the Happy Mar riage Re flect ing Pool,  the Joys of 
Prison Min is try Mar quee, and many oth ers. 

Henry: Amaz ing.
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Fidelia: One of my fa vor ites is the Col lec tion of Un -
known Help From Oth ers where we get to see
how many good peo ple have helped us in so
many quiet ways that, in most cases, we never
knew about. Of ten there were tan gi ble good
works, but hid den from us – or per haps un no -
ticed by us. Some times there were prayers about
which we were never aware. Some times the hid -
den good works were quiet good words spo ken
in our be half. Some times they were rec om men -
da tions. Henry, your Un cle Fran cis be came well
known for help ing so many peo ple in quiet un -
sung ways. He, like Chuckie, has now moved on.

Clem: When Mother Teresa was here for a short time,
she spent quite a bit of time guid ing oth ers
through the Joys of Help ing the Poor Pa vil ion. It 
was a spe cial in ter est of hers. She was fond of
say ing, 

Be ing un wanted, un loved, uncared for, for got ten by
ev ery body, is a much greater hun ger, a much greater
pov erty than the per son who has noth ing to eat.

El ea nor: Mother Teresa in Pur ga tory? I would have
thought she would have gone di rectly to Heaven.

Clem: Well, ev ery body has a few things to be sorry for.  
It turns out that she had some ar gu ments with
one of the arch bish ops. She was here for only a
short time and then she moved on to Heaven.

El ea nor: How can that be? What kind of prob lems did she 
have with the Arch bishop?

Clem: We can’t talk about that now. The Arch bishop is
still here.

En ter Mes sen ger 

Mes sen ger: Please step for ward to the Ad mis sions Win dow.
Time to move on.
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Scene 3 -- The Prayer Windows

Nar ra tor turns to ward au di ence

Narrator: By that time, many peo ple we had not seen
be fore had flooded into the large room. We
were in structed to form lines to be pro cessed
through Ad mis sions. As we lined up, we
were routed past a part of the room where
there were two gi ant glass win dows. 

El ea nor: Why are they guid ing us past these win -
dows?”

Fidelia: This is some what of an his tor i cal ex pe ri ence. You 
will find it will be some thing quite new.

As peo ple approach the win dows, Fidelia takes 
over as Mis tress of Cer e mo nies. 

Fidelia Each of you will be able to look through the wid -
ows and see some thing dif fer ent from any of the
other peo ple in your group — even peo ple who
have had close as so ci a tions in life. What we will
be do ing here is to re mind you who you have
prayed for and to in di cate all of the peo ple who
have prayed for you. That is why there are two
win dows.

Please take your place in front of the right most
win dow. 

Our first win dow will re veal the peo ple who have 
prayed for you. Go ahead and see if you see any -
one you know.
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Henry: Look, El. There’s Aunt Mar tha -- my fa ther’s
maiden aunt who was stricken with po lio as a
small girl. She sur vived with a crip pled arm and a 
won der fully up-beat dis po si tion. She re mained a
stu di ous and ded i cated Lutheran all of her life of
more than eighty years. For de cades, she main -
tained the con tacts with all of our rel a tives in
Ger many. 

El ea nor: There’s Aunt El ea nor. I was named af ter her.
And Un cle Carl, and so many of the peo ple at
Im mac u late Heart of Marry par ish. But, I only
rec og nize a few of these peo ple.

Henry: And there is Sis ter Suzanna. She was our con fir -
ma tion teacher in our small ru ral town. She gave
each of us holy cards when we were con firmed. I
kept mine my whole life. She cared deeply about
her stu dents.

And there. I see one of my co-work ers, Sameer
Kumar from In dia. And Margo and Fred Berdass 
and Fa ther Notebart. There were so many peo -
ple. There ap peared to be thou sands.

Fidelia: Some of them are the peo ple from the Lu theran
church in El more, Min ne sota who were pray ing
for your son, An thony, when he was in the hos -
pi tal. They heard about it through your
son-in-law, Steve. Also, you will see some Jew ish
peo ple and some Mus lims, in clud ing some of the 
sur geons who helped your son. 

Henry: Yes.

Fidelia: Then, there are the peo ple you never met. Many
peo ple we have never met spend much of their
lives in prayer, for oth ers and for you. 

There are also some peo ple we have only ca su ally 
met – and then for got ten. But, they did not for -
get us. Please note, though, that each win dow is
unique to each in di vid ual. It is en tirely pos si ble
that peo ple have prayed for you, and not for your 
hus band, and visa-versa.
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Buddy: My friends, you’ll find Pur ga tory is quite a dis -
cern ing place. It’s sort of a re fresh ing place, I
think. No body seems to be try ing to im press any -
body. No body seems to be try ing to get all of the 
credit. In stead, we are try ing to un der stand each
other – and more im por tantly, our selves. One
might say, it’s the op po site of Con gress and it is
not at all like some of the cor po rate boards I’ve
been on.

Fidelia: Afer you have fin ished at the first win dow, please
move slowly to the sec ond win dow – the peo ple
for whom you have prayed. You may no tice a
difference.  There may not as many peo ple. 

Henry: I rec og nize most of the peo ple, in clud ing a few I
had for got ten about. But my im me di ate re ac tion
is that there are many fewer peo ple. Ap par ently
pray ing is hardly a two way street. 

Clem: Well, I sup pose you found out what most of us
find out. There’s a lot of peo ple out there  do ing
some of the plow ing and plant ing for us. Ya
know, hav ing some body pray ing for ya is a lit tle
bit like trad ing in your red trac tor for a green
trac tor. You are likely to get a lot more done.

The lines move slowly in front of the two win -
dows. Af ter some time, the party ar rives at 

the wait ing room of the Ad mis sions area. Then
a deep fem i nine voice says, 

Di rec tor: Just keep mov ing, ev ery one. We’ll be with you in 
a dinky-lit tle frac tion of eter nity.
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Scene 4 -- Admissions Processing

The Ad mis sions Director at the Ad mis sions
sta tion is a heavy set black woman about sixty 
years of age.  She is cheer ful, but clearly in
charge with an aura that in di cates years of

ex pe ri ence with au thor ity.

Di rec tor: All right, move right along there. Make room for 
the next per son.  You’re not the only one in Pur -
ga tory, you know. Lands sakes, I’ve seen a pen of 
hogs get or ga nized more quickly than you folks.
It’s true that we have eter nity, but we don’t want
to spend it just look ing for our seats. Come on,
peo ple. Move along and take your place. Your
care fully se lected ad mis sions coun selor will be
with you in a min ute.

Law yer: Who’s the ad mis sions coun selor?

Di rec tor: It de pends upon who ya are and what ya did.
Some peo ple get some gen tle, soft-spo ken, com -
pas sion ate fella or gal and some of you might get 
a re tired ma rine corps drill-ser geant like my hus -
band. I feel sorry if you tie into him – I’ll tell
you.

Ex tra: Who are you?”

Di rec tor: I am the Ad mis sions Di rec tor. These coun sel ors
work for me.... Well, not ex actly for me, of
course. We all work for God. But, my job is to
see that your time in Pur ga tory gets off to a good 
pro duc tive start. No lollygaggin. The whole ex -
pe ri ence is to be taken se ri ously – very se ri ously.”

Ex tra: Have you been do ing this for long.
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Di rec tor: That is NONE of your busi ness. No body here
gets to won der about any one else. The sub ject at
hand is you. No body else. Just you.

Ex tra: You men tioned your hus band. He is here in Pur -
ga tory, too?

Di rec tor: Yes, by the great mercy of God, he is in Pur ga -
tory, some what to my sur prise – and his. He has
to con sider him self V-E-R-Y for tu nate, if you
know what I mean.

OK, let’s be gin with a with a few gen eral in struc -
tions. The pur pose of Pur ga tory is not only to
pro vide you with an op por tu nity to be sorry for
what you did, it is also to give you a chance to
know better some of the peo ple in the world that 
you might have of fended, might have brushed
off, or missed al to gether. You will get a chance
to un der stand, very well, what other peo ple have
been go ing through. 

In or der to help you along, a se ries of as sign -
ments has been pro vided for you to ac com plish
when you are with us. In short, there’s some
work for you to do. Some of it is pleas ant work.
Some of it is work you might rather not do.
Tough bounce.  Your ad mis sions coun selor will
ex plain the whole sit u a tion to you.

I might also ex plain that time is not particularly
rel e vant here in Pur ga tory. You may run into
peo ple who lived dur ing en tirely dif fer ent time
pe ri ods than you. You may see peo ple who are
his tor i cal fig ures from long ago -- or per haps
peo ple from the future. Time is of lit tle im por -
tance other than the fact that some peo ple need
to spend more time in Pur ga tory than oth ers.
That is all I have to say about time.

Al right, who’s first to see the coun sel ors?

Lawyer: Do we have a choice in what kind of an ad mis -
sions coun selor we get?
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Di rec tor: No! No! No! We have all the re cords here and
ev ery thing is pre ar ranged de pend ing upon what’s 
gone on in the past. You! Why don’t you go
first?”

Law yer: (im pa tiently) I feel I should have some thing to
say about my fu ture treat ment. I’m a law yer and
I want to en sure that due pro cess is ob served.

Di rec tor: Oh you do, do you. Well you ain’t no law yer no
more. What you are now is a pen i tent. And if
you don’t like how we do things here in Pur ga -
tory, there’s a one-way down el e va tor right over
there and that ill take you to you know where.
All you have to do is push the but ton.

Di rec tor: (mut ter ing to her self) It’s not for me to judge,
but if I was a bettin’ woman, I would n’t be sur -
prised to see him here lon ger than even some
Con gress men.

I can see right now that man is a pos si ble can di -
date to spend a lot of time in that Ed i fice of Mis -
car ried Jus tice or maybe that Cit a del of Point less
Ar gu men ta tion. Some of the ac a dem ics we have
with us call that place "the fac ulty meet ing."

One by one, the peo ple exit to meet with ad mis -
sions coun sel ors. Henry and El ea nor re main. 

Di rec tor: Al right, the two of you can step to your right
and go down the hall to see Fa ther Bill. He’s a
nice man, but he’s nooo patsy. You should have
seen the as sign ments he de liv ered to his last cus -
tomer.

Di rec tor: (mut ter ing) Pri vately, I thought he was right on
tar get.

Henry and El ea nor pro ceed down the hall to a 
smaller, more pri vate, room. 

Fa ther Bill: Well, Mr. And Mrs. Hammerschmidt, I’m very
pleased to meet you. 
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While fum bling around amongst a myr iad of
scat tered pa pers on a messy desk, Father Bill 

fi nally speaks

Fa ther Bill: Fa ther Bill is my name. I’m here to con vey your
as sign ments, if I can ever fig ure out what I did
with them. They’re here some place.

Nar ra tor: (Fac ing the au di ence) I had met Fa ther Bill on
earth; the first time when he re ceived the Gold
Medal of the So ci ety of Man u fac tur ing En gi neers 
– the only non-man u fac tur ing per son to ever re -
ceive that award. He was a par ish priest in De -
troit dur ing one of the fre quent down turns in the 
au to mo tive in dus try. As the in dus try down sized
and moved out to newer and more mod ern
green-field sites in other ar eas, De troit fes tered
and de cayed. Un em ploy ment was mush room ing
– par tic u larly among mi nor i ties. Shortly af ter the
1967 in ner-city ri ots,   Fa ther Bill and a few as so -
ci ates formed the Fo cus Hope or ga ni za tion to
pro vide young core-city youth with the work
skills and per sonal traits that would en able them
to gain em ploy ment in the auto in dus try where
he many friends.

Fa ther Bill passed away from liver can cer in
1997.

Henry: Fa ther Bill, I re call that you were in volved in
found ing Fo cus Hope, which has con tin ued to
pro vide ser vices to sev eral hun dred thou sand ur -
ban fam i lies.

Fa ther Bill: Well, that's all true, but wa ter un der the bridge,
now. We all have work to do in here Pur ga tory,
you know. Like the Ad mis sion Di rec tor says, 'no
lollygaggin.'

El ea nor: We will be pleased to find out our assignments,
but what is a theo lo gian do ing in Pur ga tory?
Would n’t many theo lo gians be in heaven?”
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Fa ther Bill: Ha, ha, ha. That's a good one. Some theo lo gians
are in heaven, of course, es pe cially the in clu sive
ones. You know, the theo lo gians who ac knowl -
edge the vir tues of well-mean ing peo ple with dif -
fer ent tra di tions and his to ries and fos ter an ap -
pre ci a tion for all peo ple who want to please God
and help their neigh bors. A lot of those theo lo -
gians are in heaven. The rest are ei ther here or
some where else.

Be sides, I’m not re ally a theo lo gian. I’m a par ish
priest. The jobs are en tirely dif fer ent. A theo lo -
gian has to read and write. A par ish priest has to
lis ten and talk. There are quite a few priests
down here in Pur ga tory, be cause the only way
you can get any thing done as a par ish priest is to
be in con stant trou ble on triv ial is sues.

No, I'm not a theo lo gian. Once in a while, the
di o cese would send us off to a con fer ence on the -
ol ogy. But then they started send ing nuns to the
con fer ences and that was bad.

El ea nor: Why was that bad?

Fa ther Bill: They stud ied! (shak ing his head).

Oh, by the way, we have a place for you folks to
stay – a nice lit tle place on the edge of the city
where you can stay when you are not at your
jobs.

Henry: We can stay to gether then?

Fa ther Bill: Sure. You’ve prob a bly read, ‘what God has
joined to gether, let no one sep a rate,’ – not even
here in Pur ga tory.  Any other ques tions?

El ea nor: (puz zled) Will it be just like home. Will there be
a place to cook and ev ery thing.

Fa ther Bill: Oh, per haps you have n’t heard. Women are not
al lowed to do any cook ing in Pur ga tory. And
since we in sti tuted that rule, no body has seemed
very hun gry....  
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Fa ther Bill: Now, let me see, what did I do with those as -
sign ment lists. Ah, yes. Here they are. Well, Mr.
Hammerschmidt,  it says here you were a col lege
pro fes sor for the last few years of your life. Is
that true?

Henry: Yes, that was true for the last twenty-five years or 
so. Be fore that I work in man u fac tur ing.

Fa ther Bill: Well, I hope you do better than that one pro fes -
sor we had not too long ago.

Henry: Why, what did he do?.

Fa ther Bill: He ap par ently was n’t a very thought ful or ex cit -
ing pro fes sor and his as sign ment was to sit in
class as a stu dent for 75 years. Hard wooden
chairs, too.

Fa ther Bill: Yep, I guess we have a job for you. It says here
you were sort of an ef fi ciency ex pert. So one of
your jobs will be look af ter the peo ple who have
been down sized in com pany cut backs. It of ten af -
fects them men tally, and per haps spir i tu ally, as I
am sure you know. Your job will be to change
places with them for a while, per haps a de cade or 
so, so you will un der stand the long term ef fects
of your de ci sions. We are not say ing that all
changes for the sake of a busi ness are whim si cal
and un needed. That would be fool ish. But, we
do want you to ac cu mu late a full un der stand ing
of ALL as pects of what is hap pen ing and have
em pa thy for the peo ple af fected by our ac tions.
Mi chael Moore will be your guide.

And, wow, it looks like you have a sec ond job. I
see you were born in 1935, too young to be a
real part of ei ther the de pres sion or World War
II, and yet at ex actly the right age to par tic i pate
in the pros per ity fol low ing the war. And, you
lived in the United States, the most pros per ous
coun try in the world, at the time. Now, you will
also be asked to spend some time with the peo ple 
born in Af rica in 1975. I am sure you will ben e fit 
from the ex pe ri ence.
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El ea nor: How about me? What will be my job?

Fa ther Bill: Ac cord ing to our re cords, you are very fond of
chil dren. We have lots of them here – many of
them died at young ages in places like Af rica or
Asia. Oth ers were ne glected or im pov er ished in
more de vel oped places like De troit. Your job will 
be to help them de velop as if they had sur vived in 
less hos tile set tings. All chil dren de serve an av e -
nue to earn God’s grace, don’t you think? How
does that sound?

El ea nor: It sounds fine. It’s right up my al ley. How ever, I
can't but wonder, how do you de cide who gets
what job?

Fa ther Bill: Oh, I don’t de cide any thing. I’m just the mes sage 
car rier. But, I can tell you this. Pur ga tory is, to
some ex tent, an in ver sion of life. For those peo -
ple who had it quite dif fi cult in life, such as the
des ti tute chil dren in Af rica or other places, we try 
we try to pro vide a chance for them to be a part
of some op por tu ni ties they have never ex pe ri -
enced. 

For oth ers, who have a life time of good for tune,
par tic u larly if they have not shared it, we of ten
pro vide those peo ple with some makeup op por -
tu ni ties. You might say that life plus Pur ga tory is 
a zero-sum game. You have it swell in one place,
you pay the price in an other. Who among us
would sug gest a dif fer ent way?

Henry: Then what hap pens to the very for tu nate peo ple,
such as the wealthy peo ple on Wall Street.

Fa ther Bill: Pri mar ily, they’re roof ers. Oh, not all of them.
There are some prin ci pled and char i ta ble peo ple
on Wall Street. Fidelia told me she has iden ti fied
twenty-three. 

Henry: Twenty-three in all those years?

Fa ther Bill: My mem ory's get ting bad. It might have been
twenty-four.
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In any case, some fi nan ciers and others like them
may in deed have been very good peo ple. We
don't be lieve in class war fare here in Pur ga tory. 

El ea nor: What hap pens to the rest? Are they all roof ers?

Fa ther Bill: No, they are not all roof ers. Some may need to
work in a  home less shel ter or per form some
other es sen tial ser vice that is quite dis tant from
their life time oc cu pa tions from the per spec tive of 
work re quire ments and com pen sa tion. 

Some of the roofers, though, may get quite good 
at pro duc tive la bor. Not all of them. We have re -
signed our selves to a few leak ing roofs for the
sake of the learn ing ex pe ri ence.

By the way, none of this should sur prise any one.
There is the par a ble of Dives and Laz a rus and
many other ex am ples in the sa cred texts of most
of the world’s re li gions. Dante Alighieri out lined
fully out lined most of what we do here in Pur ga -
tory in his Devine Com edy. You would n’t even
have to read the whole book. Just look at the ta -
ble of con tents, ‘Canto XXVI Fraud u lent coun -
sel ors, Canto XXVIII Sow ers of dis cord and
schism, Canto XXX Fal si fi ers of all sorts. You get 
the idea. 

El ea nor: It sounds very thor ough. 

Fa ther Bill: Yes, it is thorough. In any case, it is time to for -
mally ad mit you into Pur ga tory and get you on
your way. Buddy and Fidelia will es cort you over 
to your res i dence. The as sign ments will be gin on
Mon day. Take the week end to look around a bit.
There are church and tem ple ser vices of all sorts,
we have an ex cel lent li brary, some won der ful
parks, and some first-class mu se ums.  

Well, en joy your stay.

Henry: Thank you for your time and ef forts.

El ea nor: Yes. Thank you.
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Scene 5 -- Journey to Our
Residence Begins

Narrator: Fidelia and Buddy seemed pleased to es cort
us to our new res i dence. We left the Ad mis -
sions Area and en tered onto a long broad
foot path with ma jes tic trees on one side and
some smaller com mer cial-look ing build ings
on the other side. In be tween the smaller
build ings, we would oc ca sion ally en coun ter a 
more sub stan tial ed i fice. 

Henry: What is that la ger build ing?

Fidelia: That is the Pur ga tory In sti tu tional Li brary. All of 
the world’s clas sic books in ev ery lan guage are
stored there – even the books that were de stroyed 
when the An cient Li brary of Al ex an dria was set
fire and looted by var i ous troops. There are clas -
sic books from ev ery era of ev ery civ i li za tion.
Some of our pen i tents spend quite a bit of time
there as they en deavor to un der stand better their
re spon si bil i ties to build a better world, and to
un der stand what hap pens when the world is not
made better.

Henry: Are the sa cred texts there?

Fidelia: Of course. All of them, of ev ery per sua sion.
We have a study group that meets Mon day
eve ning where we at tempt to find com mon -
al i ties. It’s fun. Lots of thought ful, in tel li gent 
peo ple wish ing for the best for the peo ple of
the world.
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Fidelia: This next struc ture is a re mark able build ing. It is
the In sti tute of Im pec ca ble Sta tis tics. It
houses ALL of the world’s per fect data. For
those of you who have oc ca sion ally been
skep ti cal of of fi cial sta tis tics, it may please
you to know that all of the data in Pur ga tory
is flaw less and cor rect – ab so lutely accurate in 
all re spects. That has never been done be fore. 
The build ing has been quite a rev e la tion to
jour nal ists, econ o mists, and peo ple run ning
for pub lic of fice – es pe cially those who had
made pub lic pro nounce ments on the fi nan cial 
sta tus of their gov ern men tal units, or the
state of the econ omy, or per haps the fi nan cial 
con di tion of pen sion funds. Most of them
leave the build ing look ing a lit tle sheep ish.

 a large man, Mo ham med Selim, de scends the
steps of the In sti tute of Im pec ca ble Sta tis -

tics. He is with an other stu di ous look ing com -
pan ion, Franz Mueller. 

Selim: I heard that.

Fidelia: Oh my good ness! I did not know you were
lis ten ing, Pro fes sor Selim.

El ea nor and Henry, I would like you to meet two 
of our most prom i nent econ o mists: Mo ham med
Selim from Egypt and Franz Mueller from Ger -
many. Both of them are dis tin guished econ o mists 
with a great ap pre ci a tion for ac cu rate data. They
are pro lific us ers of our li brar ies and sta tis ti cal re -
sources.

Selim: My dear ma de moi selle, what is this about econ o -
mists look ing sheep ish? I am sur prised that a lady 
of your vast in tel lect would miss the im mense
con tri bu tions that we econ o mists have pro vided
in en abling a better un der stand ing of how peo ple 
can make and lose money at the same time. You
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are a math e ma ti cian. Don’t for get that with out
econ o mists, the num ber of opin ions the world
would have would eas ily be re duced by at least
thirty per cent. Don’t you agree, Franz? Ha, ha,
ha.

Mueller: Yess, I vould haff to agree. You see, vun off the
prob lems is that there is too much talk about dis -
tri bu tion. Ev ery one vants someting, so ve spend
lots of time and write lots of ar ti cles of how
things can be better dis trib uted. Some of dis iss
OK, be cause ve do have to worry about who gets 
vot und who takes vot, but dis tri bu tion iss not de 
only an swer. Many prob lems can not be solved by 
dis tri bu tion be cause it is not pos si ble to re dis trib -
ute someting dat hass not been pro duced in the
first place. Vunce in a vile, ve haff to worry about 
pro duc tion, as the re cords in this build ing vill
clearly show.

Selim: My dear friend Franz, as is of ten the case, you
have sum ma rized one of the great di lem mas of
our civ i li za tion in only a few words, and with
only slightly more than the usual num ber of con -
so nants. My con grat u la tions to you on your in -
sights.

Fidelia: What, may I ask, did our two dis tin guished econ -
o mists find in our In sti tu tional Li brary to day.

Mueller: Ve are try ing to find out how many peo ple are
vorking,,,vich is not an easy ting to find oud.

Selim: Not enough peo ple in uni ver si ties are re ally
working, but then we knew that, did n’t we,
Franz? (chuckle)

Mueller: In a se ri ous vay, ve vanted to know vot the true
level of un em ploy ment iss through out the world. 
Dat’s not easy. Zum peo ple haff yobs, but zey
don’t do much vork. Oth ers do much vork, but
zey don’t haff yobs.

Eleanor: What is your ob jec tive with the study? Surely
these things have been stud ied be fore.
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Selim: Oh, yes. They have been stud ied many times be -
fore, but al ways with the as sump tion that em -
ploy ment re sults in use ful and prof it able ac tiv ity
and un em ploy ment does not. How ever, we
doubt this as sump tion. For in stance moth ers do
much valu able work, but their la bors are never
counted as con trib ut ing to the Gross Do mes tic
Prod uct. Same with vol un teer doc tors and
nurses, nuns, monks, and other un com pen sated
help ful peo ple. 

On the other hand, we of ten have peo ple in
well-paid po si tions who per form no use ful func -
tion and yet their com pen sa tion and costs ARE
counted as part of the Gross Do mes tic Prod uct.
Pro fes sor Mueller and I are try ing to get to the
bot tom of these anom a lies with the aim pro vid -
ing a better method of mea sur ing eco nomic
prog ress.

Eleanor: But, why are you do ing it in Pur ga tory? 

Mueller: Ve haff to do it here. No body vould lis ten to uss
on earth. 

Nar ra tor faces au di ence.

Narrator: With many ques tions sur fac ing in our own
minds, we ex tended our thanks and best wishes
to the pro fes sors and we con tin ued on our way
to our res i dence.
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Scene 6 -- The Theater

Henry: Look El ea nor, look at that ex hil a rat ing build ing
with a large mar quis in front. 

Fidelia: This is our the ater, the Old Stone The ater, and
we are very proud of it. The man stand ing in
front of the build ing is our bard. He and his wife 
Joan man age the the ater. They are both
well-known as in flu en tial thes pi ans. Most ev ery
day, they ar range a short pre view of the up com -
ing per for mance. To day, I see he is re cit ing a
poem about the that very pre sen ta tion which I
hap pen to know is about the de cline of in dus try
and the im pact it has on so ci ety.

The bard steps for ward and very pro fes sion -
ally re ads the fol low ing poem:

Carl came from Swe den in nine teen thirty three
as a worker mak ing chairs in the land of the free.
The shop grew and pros pered un til it be came
the best known of any, the most rec og nized name.
Through the thir ties, the firm sur vived
while oth ers, less ca pa ble, stum bled and died.

Dur ing the fif ties, chairs grew in de mand
as more peo ple sat and few liked to stand.
The six ties pro vided an in creas ing trend
in law yers and bank ers and of fi cials no end.
All of these peo ple needed chairs for their la bor,
chairs for them selves and their vis it ing neigh bor.

The chairs grew in size and in com fort and price.
The in dus try got big ger. The prof its were nice.
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At the time, Carl won dered if all this was good.
Peo ple were n’t work ing the way that they should.
Dur ing the sev en ties, it seemed even more fit ting
for peo ple to work by con vers ing and sit ting.
Though more chairs were sold, some costs were im posed 
through reg u la tions and taxes and law suits com posed
to draw funds from pro duc ers and work ers alike
so the sit ters could ex pe ri ence a life style hike.

And the gov ern ment of fi cials came to im plore
more in spec tions and forms and re ports ga lore.
And be fore the saw dust was put in the trash,
it had to be sep a rated be tween pine, oak and ash.
Taxes went higher and went through the roof,
while gov ern ment of fi cials be came more aloof.
Carl’s work ers were work ing and do ing a good job
but they were los ing ground to the rest of the mob.

Taxes rose even fur ther to build more schools
to train peo ple for sit ting in stead of us ing tools.
It was ex plained to Carl that it was his ob li ga tion
to fund ac tiv i ties and pay for lit i ga tion 
and for race tracks and shop ping malls and other en deav ors
while his own costs kept ris ing, for ever and ever.
Mean while, for eign pro duc ers, un bur dened by torts
sent more and more goods stream ing through U.S. ports.

The banker noted with some in dig na tion
that com pany in come was far short of in fla tion.
He said that with out a strong profit trend,
the bank could no lon ger con tinue to lend. 
Con sul tants came by and be gan to en treat
that the com pany could no lon ger com pete.
It’s out dated, they said. It is n’t stra te gic.
No ac qui si tions, no merg ers. It’s truly ane mic.

So the chair plant was sold to a firm from New York 
fi nanced by the state, a new form of pork.
Carl soon died and his sins he con fessed
to St. Pe ter who lis tened and thought fully as sessed.
“That ain’t too bad,” Pe ter said with a smile.
“But, go down and shovel coal for a while.”
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So down to pur ga tory Carl de scended
“A short sen tence,” Pe ter said. “It soon will be ended.” 

But, he was n’t there long when Pe ter in truded.
“Carl!” he said, “You’ve been re—routed.
Your go ing back to earth. They need you there now.
The place is in chaos. They do not know how
to sharpen the drills or to lay out the job,
to set up the Bridge port or turn the right knob.
They can’t read a print and the grind ing is n’t right.
They can’t use a gan try with all of their might.
Weld ing and paint ing are way be yond their scope.
Ev ery one just stands around like a dope.

The chairs or dered for the church pic nic are late
We must hurry. It’s im por tant. A very big date.
The bishop has made an ap peal to up stairs
for you to re turn and to fin ish those chairs.
So drop your shovel and leave with great speed.
It’s ur gent. It’s cru cial. We have a great need."

“How can I?” Carl said. “I can’t leave my post.”
“For get it.” said Pe ter. “You’ll go back as a ghost.”
So up from pur ga tory and back to earth
came Carl the worker as in a new birth.

The plant was closed when Carl walked in,
de serted, ne glected, a truly great sin.
But Carl knew just how to pro ceed
and he be gan work ing which he did with great speed.
The chairs for the pic nic were de liv ered on time.
The bishop was happy, the pa rish io ners sub lime.

But, Pe ter had for got ten that Carl was gone
and Carl kept work ing on and on and on.
The fac tory pros pered again, of course,
a one—man per for mance, or re ally one ghost.

It was awk ward, at first, be cause it would n’t be right
for a ghost to be sell ing, es pe cially at night. 
But, the chairs were so good and the ser vice so true,
peo ple called in their or ders and picked them up too.
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Busi ness was boom ing with much lower ex penses,
no bank ers, no con sul tants, a much im proved cen sus.
The firm, by it self, still pros pers to day, 
with very few bu reau crats get ting in the way.
The en force ment peo ple can not say de sist
to some one who of fi cially does n’t ex ist.
The cash flow is good with such low over head.
When taxes are due, he just says that he’s dead.

What this story shows is what we all know.
It’s not the work ers, it's the rest of the show.
We have some good peo ple but we get in their way.
We ha rass them and bur den them and make them all pay.
We keep our best com pa nies on the brink of de spair, 
but com pet ing in the world is a fam ily af fair.
And, if we could learn that we must all work to gether
to im prove our sit u a tion, we could make it better.
If ser vices and over head could be made more ef fi cient,
Amer i can pro duc ers are surely suf fi cient.

Af ter the rec i ta tion, the Bard co mes over and
in tro duces him self.

Bard: Hello, I am Don, the town bard. I am so glad
you are here.

El ea nor: Oh, thank you so much for the in ter est ing poem. 
We are most pleased to meet you. Have you been 
in the the ater busi ness long?

Bard: All my life and then some. You know, the the ater 
is of es sen tial im por tance in ex tend ing knowl edge 
about sit u a tions we may not have con sid ered be -
fore. One of my old Eng lish pro fes sors used to
say, "You are wast ing your time at tempt ing to
im prove the world with the ap pli ca tion of logic.
All ma jor im prove ments be gin with lit er a ture.
Look at Un cle Tom’s Cabin, as an ex am ple, or A
Christ mas Carroll."  

The the ater is the most ef fi cient mech a nism for
con vey ing im por tant ideas to the pub lic – be -
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cause the peo ple are en ter tained by those new
ideas. 

For that rea son, the the ater can be our most
pow er ful stim u lant of pro gres sive thought. And
where is pro gres sive thought more in need of
stim u la tion than in Pur ga tory? Af ter all, what
would Pur ga tory be like if no one was re minded
to im prove? 

Could I in ter est the two of you in some tick ets to 
to night’s play?

Henry: Well, since you are so en thu si as tic about the up -
com ing per for mance, I guess we feel we should
buy tickets. Be sides, we were im pressed by the
poem and your strat egy of po etic mar ket ing. 

Bard: Thank you for the com pli ment, but we are only
us ing the skills that God has given us.

Henry: We had learned in our ori en ta tion that there was
no money in Pur ga tory. Peo ple pay for what they 
need in “good works” – pledges to do some thing
nice for some one within a spec i fied pe riod of
time. What do the tick ets cost.

Bard The price of four tick ets to the eve ning play is
five good works. 

Henry: El ea nor, per haps we could in vite Clem and his
wife, Edith. 

Bard: Oh, good. We will see you at the per for mance. 

El ea nor: Henry, as we walk along, no tice the beau ti ful
parks, but also no tice off in the dis tance the Mu -
seum of Child La bor. We prob a bly won't be able
to go in it tonight, but I am sure there will
something there of in ter est for a later time.
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Scene 7 -- The Mailman

Henry: Buddy, who is that el derly gen tle man go ing in
the op po site di rec tion. He ap pears to be car ry ing 
a large satchel of mail. 

Buddy: Good Morn ing, John. Any in ter est ing mail to -
day? 

Buddy turns to Henry and El ea nor and ex -
plains 

Buddy: This is our Pur ga tory mail man, John D.
Rockefeller.

El ea nor: THE John D. Rockefeller?

Mail man: Well, I am not the only one. There are oth ers.

Henry: Stan dard Oil Rockefeller?

Mail man: Yes, that’s me. 

El ea nor: What are you do ing here?

Mail man: I’m the mail man, of course. I de liver the mail.  

El ea nor: But, why you?

Mail man: Well, I’ve been here since 1937 and I have come
to know quite a few of the peo ple in Pur ga tory.
Some body has to do it.

El ea nor: Would n’t you rather be some where else, do ing
some thing else?

Mail man: Not given the al ter na tives pro vided to me at the
time of my introduction.

Henry: This is fas ci nat ing. I would love to talk to you
some time about the oil busi ness.
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Mail man: Well, I’m quite avail able when I am not de liv er -
ing mail. By the way, Mr. Bernstein, here is an -
other re quest for your tes ti mony -- prob a bly on
sov er eign debt in stru ments this time, if I could
guess (se ri ous tone).

Buddy: Thank you, John. I will take a look.

Buddy looks quickly at the doc u ment he re -
ceived.

Buddy: Well, folks, I guess I have been called away for a
while. Fidelia will take you the rest of the way
and I will catch up with you a lit tle later.

Henry: Thank you, Buddy, for your help to us. 

Turn ing again to Rockefeller, El ea nor asks, 

El ea nor: Par don me, Mr. Rockefeller, but you don’t seem
very talk ative for a man of your ac com plish ments 
and rep u ta tion.

Mail man: I know. I was al ways ac cused of har bor ing a
dead-pan ex pres sion and that seems to have in -
ten si fied now that I am ac tu ally dead.

Henry: Do you ever talk about the oil busi ness? 

Mail man: Oh, I am will ing to talk about it, to the de gree
that I talk about any thing. It was a rough and
tum ble busi ness in my day. ...So much waste. Oil 
gush ing out of the ground and no body know ing
what to do with it. My col leagues and I tried to
in ter vene to bring some or der. We suc ceeded,
but then some peo ple thought we were cor ner ing 
the mar ket and col lect ing huge prof its.

Henry: Were you?

Mail man: Yes. We thought that would be better than the
waste”

El ea nor: Were you happy with your wealth?
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Mail man: Heav ens no! There is noth ing more time con -
sum ing than hav ing a lot of money and then hav -
ing to dole it out, one dime at a time. 

And then, there were con stant vis i tors want ing
me to pay for some thing. I fi nally re sorted to
charg ing them for meals and lodg ing. 

Henry: You charged them?

Mail man: I had to. Oth er wise they would in un date me for -
ever. 

Then later on, it fell upon me to fund a uni ver -
sity, the Uni ver sity of Chi cago. If you think the
early oil early oil men were waste ful, you should
ex am ine the work ings of a uni ver sity. A uni ver -
sity is the only in sti tu tion on earth where to tal
con sen sus is nec es sary even if there is no is sue to
be de cided.... 

Then, of course, there were the deal ings with the
pol i ti cians. Do you think it was fun to bribe all
those of fi cials???? Their wants were in sa tia ble.
Yet, if we did not bribe them, the na tion’s oil
pipe lines would be SIX INCHES LONG. 

Henry: I understand that there was a lot of op po si tion.

Mail man; In deed. There were many days when I was to tally 
fa tigued with it and longed to be poor. I am so
happy to be de liv er ing the mail here in Pur ga -
tory. Peo ple don't seem to be on the take quite as 
much here.

I wish peo ple could understand that be fore we
built the pipe lines and tank cars, all of the oil was 
trans ported in bar rels -- wooden bar rels. Why
there would not have been a tree left if we had
not built pipe line across sev eral states. But what
mis ery that was. 

Henry: If you don't mind, Mr. Rockefeller. I won der if I
might ask you one more ques tion. In 1911, the
Su preme Court of the United States broke Stan -
dard Oil up into many sep a rate com pa nies -- now 
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named Ex xon, Chevron, Amoco, Conoco, Sohio, 
Mar a thon, Mobil, and a few oth ers. Then, in the
1990s, the ex ec u tive branch per mit ted many of
them to merge and be come very large once
again. How did you feel about that when it hap -
pened?

Mail man: Some of my for mer associates and I got to gether
and we cack led about it for a week. 

I'm not say ing the Su preme Court was wrong in
break ing us up. It was ac tu ally better for us and it 
was probably better for the country. Then we
owned a piece of sev eral of the fast est grow ing
com pa nies in the world -- all of which seem to
thrive as sep a rate entities. 

I was ac tu ally amazed, in fact as tounded, when
these separate com pa nies were al lowed to merge.

Pol i ti cians.... I think Per i cles was right. Choose
of fi cials randomly and you get higher qual ity
than if they are elected. 

Henry: I al ways won dered what you might think of that
-- and I am not sur prised about your response.

Mail man I am sorry, I can't even think of the oil busi ness
any more to day. I have to fin ish de liv er ing the
mail. And, I am late for my ther a pist.

As the mail man walks away, he shouts over
his shoul der. 

Mail man: Re mem ber what Harry Tru man said at a later
time: 

"If you want a friend in Wash ing ton, Get a Dog."
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Scene 8 -- The School 

Nar ra tor: (In di rect com mu ni ca tion with au di ence) Pro -
ceed ing along the wind ing path from the park,
we came to an other large play ground area next to 
what ap peared to be a school. Sud denly, from
out of the school yard came run ning a young
black girl -- prob a bly about twelve years old. She
bore a coun te nance of great joy and ex cite ment
as she ran di rectly up to El ea nor. 

Kiesha: El ea nor, I am so happy to see you.

El ea nor: Let me think for a mo ment. I am a lit tle puz zled, 
but I do THINK I know you.

be fore El ea nor can say more, the young girl
blurts out with en thu si asm…

Kiesha: Do you re mem ber me? I am Kiesha. I was one of 
your shel ter chil dren when I was about two years 
old.

El ea nor: (with joy and en thu si asm) Oh, Kiesha, I do re -
mem ber you and I am so glad to see you. But,
what are you do ing here? I thought you would
be grown and have a fam ily of your own by this
time.

Kiesha: Well, I'm afraid I never got the chance. I did live
un til I was eleven, but I have been here ever
since. I am en joy ing work ing with the other chil -
dren, though. I am sort of a teacher's helper and
they tell me I am an ex cel lent stu dent.

Henry: I re mem ber you, Kiesha. You were the lit tle girl
who kept shak ing hands with Roy Vanderplast
dur ing the greet ing at church. You liked the idea

Scene 8 -- The School 45



of shak ing hands so you kept stick ing your lit tle
hand out and Roy kept oblig ing you by con tin u -
ing to shake your hand as many times as you
wanted. It went on for quite a while -- right in
the mid dle of Mass. Oh, Kiesha, I am glad to see
you, too.

Kiesha: Yes, I re mem ber those times as happy times, but
they were quite brief.

El ea nor: The time was brief. As you know, we were only
emer gency shel ter par ents. Af ter a short stay in
our shel ter home, the Coun try re quired that you
be placed in a lon ger term fos ter home. We
missed you, very much.

Kiesha: El ea nor, we are all ex cited that you will be tak ing 
over as one of the di rec tors at our School for
Aban doned Chil dren. We could not have wished
for a better school di rec tor. 

El ea nor: Thank you, Kiesha.

Kiesha: There are a cou ple of other chil dren whom you
know. Most you do not know, of course. Your
job will be to give them a lit tle taste of what life
could have been for them. They are all de serv ing
of some make-up at ten tion. 

El ea nor: What a won der ful as sign ment.

Kiesha (ex cit edly) I am go ing to be one of your help ers.
I am soo ex cited.

El ea nor: Well, I am ex cited, too. Tell me Kiesha, how
many chil dren are the School for Aban doned
Chil dren? 

Kiesha: At last count, there were 23,128,634 and more
keep ar riv ing ev ery day. But they will not all be
in your sec tion. You will have around 150 chil -
dren at any one time and you will have three
help ers -- one of whom is ME.... Of course some
of the chil dren will move on to Heaven and then
new chil dren will ar rive from Earth. By and
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large, the chil dren are not in Pur ga tory as long as 
the grown ups.

Henry: I am not sur prised about that.

El ea nor: That sounds won der ful, but even 150 chil dren,
starved for love and at ten tion, sounds like a lot of 
work. Do you think I can do it.

Kiesha: We all know you can do it, be cause you've done
it be fore. You'll be won der ful.

El ea nor: But, can I do all that needs to be done?

Kiesha: Oh, you will have some vol un teers. Your friend
Pat Blake reads to the chil dren. And the famous
math e ma ti cian Gerhardt Tintner teaches them
both math and economics. Some fa mous mu si -
cians have work ing with the chil dren as part of
their mu si cal as sign ments. 

El ea nor: Well thank you for your con fi dence, Kiesha. I
will so much look for ward to work ing with you.
And, thank you for greet ing us.

With that tear ful re ply, El ea nor and Henry
con tinue on our way.
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Act 2 -- Continued Along the
Way
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Scene 1 -- Joe

Nar ra tor: (In di rect com mu ni ca tion with au di ence) As we
were leav ing the School for Aban doned Chil dren. 
I felt good about El's as sign ment. She had been
so ded i cated to chil dren her en tire life. She was
not only de voted to the ser vice of chil dren, she
was also good at it. Chil dren al ways fas ci nated
her and they were fas ci nated with her. Chil dren
and El ea nor brought much joy and hope into
each other's lives.

I then be gan to won der about my own as sign -
ment. I did so with trep i da tions. A life in man u -
fac tur ing brought with it in ci dents of ac com -
plish ments, but also re morse. Of ten, costs had to
be re duced in or der for the firm to be able to be
suc cess ful -- and even sur vive. Costs were of ten
an  im ped i ment to sur vival and costs were of ten
peo ple.

Oh, we ag o nized about how to han dle the dif fi -
cult choices in volved in keep ing a com pany sol -
vent. We even ag o nized about the choices in -
volved in help ing a com pany im prove its op er a -
tions. But, the fact re mained that we made the
choices -- quite of ten quickly and ex pe di tiously.

None of us wor ried very much about some of the 
sit u a tions. There were cases of theft, der e lic tion
of re spon si bil i ties, or overtly im proper be hav ior.
In those cases, we sim ply did the best we could
and moved on. 

But many cases were less clear. Quite of ten, these 
sit u a tions were clouded by the am bi gu ity of in -
for ma tion and re sults that were more mixed than 
de fin i tively bad. We could n't let the com pa nies
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drift, so there was al ways pres sure to make what
we thought were im prove ments. We made the
choices in these in stances also -- some times with
trep i da tions as to what we had done. 

One of the sit u a tions that had both ered me for
years was Joe. Joe was a fine, up stand ing,
good-hearted fel low who was a close friend of
the owner of a com pany where I was in volved as
a cor po rate di rec tor. Joe had lost his prior job be -
cause of a shut down dur ing a tough econ omy.
He was out of work for a while when the owner
hired Joe to head his man u fac tur ing op er a tion. 

Joe tried hard, but he had lit tle ex pe ri ence in
manufacturing. He was con sci en tious about his
re spon si bil i ties and he did his very best to as sim i -
late the tech ni cal knowl edge nec es sary to func -
tion in the fiercely com pet i tive, quite spe cial ized,
busi ness of sup ply ing very high qual ity com po -
nents to some very de mand ing cus tom ers. 

Joe never com pletely failed. He was cre ative in
sketch ing out the tool ing nec es sary to pro duce
the com po nent parts. The work ers liked him be -
cause he was fair. He was im mensely de pend able. 
But, as the com pe ti tion in ten si fied and profit
mar gins shrank, the board of di rec tors and the
man age ment made a de ci sion to let Joe go and to 
seek a more ex pe ri enced man u fac tur ing pro fes -
sional. I have to ad mit we were all in fa vor of it.

Re gret ta bly, the strat egy never worked. Over the
next cou ple of de cades, we did hire in di vid u als
who looked like they were man u fac tur ing pro fes -
sion als, but none of them were much better than
Joe. For the next quar ter cen tury, man u fac tur ing
in that com pany re mained be hind where it
needed to be.

In the mean time, Joe be came quite dis cour aged.
He was in his late fif ties or early six ties when he
was let go. Joe was a deeply thought ful and re li -
gious man. I am not sure he ever found an other

52 Scene 1 -- Joe



sig nif i cant job. We would hear about him from
oth ers over the years, but he never came around
much. Not too many years af ter he was let go, he 
passed away.

Af ter many de cades in busi ness, I had seen many
peo ple lose their jobs. Some I did n't won der
much -- though maybe I should have. These were 
the crooks, the self-in dul gent, the im moral, and
the bla tantly self-in ter ested. How ever, in ret ro -
spect I do won der if we al ways had the facts.

But, I did worry about Joe, and oth ers like him.
Good peo ple. Ded i cated peo ple. But peo ple who
just did n't have quite the ex pe ri ence we were
look ing for, or thought we were look ing for. I
of ten won dered if we could have done some thing 
that was more ef fec tive -- and more help ful.

As El ea nor and I were walk ing to ward or new
res i dence. I saw Joe sit ting on a park bench. He
was there alone. I greeted him as we passed,
faintly say ing, 

Henry: Hello, Joe.

Joe: Hello, Henry.

Narrator: And, we con tin ued on. But, I knew that I would
have to talk to Joe, again.

Scene 1 -- Joe 53



 

54 Scene 1 -- Joe



Scene 2 -- The CIA Agent

Nar ra tor: (In di rect com mu ni ca tion with au di ence) Next,
we came to a large park-like area where we en -
coun tered an other for lorn look ing man sit ting on 
a park bench. He ex uded be ing de pressed, but he 
did say, "Good af ter noon." 

Fidelia: How are you to day, Mat thew. It’s nice to see
you.

Fidelia turns to Henry and El ea nor and ex -
plains

Fiedila: Mat thew was an agent for the Cen tral In tel li -
gence Agency and he is med i tat ing. He does this
quite of ten.

Henry: Mat thew, how did you hap pen to be come in -
volved with the CIA?

Mat thew: Oh, it was with the best of in ten tions ini tially. I
was an hon ors stu dent in both high school and at 
the Uni ver sity of St. Thomas, a well re garded
Cath o lic uni ver sity in Min ne sota. We were all en -
er gized to try to do some thing that would help
the world in some way or other. My own spe -
cialty was math e mat ics and sta tis tics. In ad di tion, 
I had taken some en gi neer ing and sci ence
courses. The CIA came to our cam pus to re cruit
peo ple who might be in ter ested in help ing the
United States im prove the qual ity of its in for ma -
tion on de vel op ments in other parts of the world. 
The job that was de scribed to us was heavily an a -
lyt i cal, which was much to my lik ing. I was there
for 39 years and much of it was re ward ing,
though I am afraid not all of it.
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El ea nor: What was the most re ward ing?

Mat thew: Oh, I very much en joyed the an a lyt i cal work.
The peo ple at St. Thomas made us all take lan -
guages be sides Eng lish. I learned some Ger man,
some Span ish, and later on, quite a bit of Rus -
sian. So, I could read the news pa pers and tech ni -
cal pub li ca tions to piece to gether writ ten in for -
ma tion which would re in force or re ject in for ma -
tion we were get ting through other chan nels. I
did this work for sev eral years. 

Then, as I be came more ex pe ri enced, they as -
signed me to more im por tant pro jects that of ten
times had se ri ous po lit i cal ram i fi ca tions for the
United States, as well as for the coun tries we
were study ing. We were quite good at it, I think. 
We had a good crew, and they were com mit ted. 
We were work ing very hard to en sure that both
the mil i tary and ex ec u tive branches of the United 
States gov ern ment were re ceiv ing high qual ity in -
for ma tion.

Henry: It sounds very im por tant, but not so easy.

Mat thew: It was n't easy, but we all felt it was nec es sary be -
cause many of the mil i tary and po lit i cal lead ers of 
the United States did not al ways have good in -
for ma tion re lat ing to cru cially im por tant de ci -
sions that had to be made.

Henry: What was not so re ward ing?

Mat thew: Well, af ter we be came more ex pe ri enced and rose 
fur ther in the or ga ni za tion, the le git i mate and
use ful ac tiv i ties of Cen tral In tel li gence be gan to
be more po lit i cal. In stead of screen ing our in for -
ma tion for ac cu racy, util ity, and im por tance, we
found that we were more of ten ex pected to con -
firm what some elected or ap pointed of fi cial had
said in a speech. 

Of fi cials from both ma jor po lit i cal par ties ush -
ered us along on the path of less in tel li gence and
more en dorse ment, which was not to our lik ing.
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We felt the coun try was be ing ill-served. Then
there were the dirty tricks.

Henry: Might I ask, what dirty tricks?

Mat thew: Well, for one, I be came a tabasco sauce mixer.

El ea nor: A tabasco sauce mixer?

Mat thew: It was known that the So viet Chair man, Leonoid 
Brezh nev had a se ri ous prob lem with hem or -
rhoids, for which he ar ranged to im port Prep a ra -
tion H from the United States. We would in ter -
cept the ship ment and mix in a lit tle tabasco
sauce and send it on. 

Some of the higher rank ing of fi cials thought it
would al ter his dis po si tion and cre ate a cleav age
be tween he and his peo ple. Per haps it did, but it
was hard for us to ra tio nal ize it as ei ther in for ma -
tional or pa tri otic.

El ea nor: Any thing else?

Mat thew: Oh yes, there were many. Most of them I would
rather not talk about. Over all, our ex pe ri ences at
the CIA were mixed. We did, in deed, pro vide
some very ac cu rate an im por tant in for ma tion.

On the other hand, it was of ten hard to get peo -
ple to pay at ten tion to it. In later years, it quite
fre quently be came both dis cour ag ing and de -
press ing. I thought it about a lot on earth and I
think about it ev ery day here in Pur ga tory. I still
do not un der stand why im por tant po lit i cal de ci -
sions are so im preg na ble to re li able, ac cu rate, ob -
jec tive in for ma tion. Why don't po lit i cal lead ers
pay at ten tion to what is ac tu ally hap pen ing?

Take for in stance wa ter. A moun tain of in for ma -
tion is avail able re gard ing the scar city of wa ter.
The num ber of peo ple in the world who ex ist
with out san i tary wa ter is stag ger ing -- two bil lion 
peo ple or more. Wa ter is a crit i cally scarce re -
source in some of the most trou bled ar eas of the
world, in clud ing the Mid dle East. 
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Yet, three quar ters of the world's sur face is cov -
ered with wa ter. Sea wa ter is hugely rich in min -
er als. Cal cium, Mag ne sium, So dium, and Po tas -
sium are extractable to day. 

But, sea wa ter also con tains many other es sen tial
and valu able min er als. Imag ine what it would be
like if we could de velop meth ods to pro vide clean 
wa ter as we ex tract es sen tial min er als to help pay
for the con ver sion of salt wa ter, which is both dif -
fi cult and ex pen sive. Imag ine what im pact it
would have on the world if ev ery one had enough 
clean wa ter. Do you re al ize that deserts are en -
croach ing on the fer tile ar eas of the world at an
alarm ing rate?

If we had more fresh wa ter, we could grow more 
plants, pu rify the air, im prove our cli mates, feed
more peo ple, beau tify our cit ies, re duce our need
for costly air con di tion ing, and ex pe ri ence many
other much needed ben e fits.

Imag ine what it would be like for the United
States to play a ma te rial, help ful, role in pro vid -
ing wa ter to the places in the world that des per -
ately need it.

But, the pol i ti cians were never in ter ested in in -
for ma tion on things like wa ter. They only
wanted un fa vor able in for ma tion about their en e -
mies and po lit i cal ri vals -- along with jus ti fi ca tion 
of what they had al ready suggested.

All seemed both stunned and in ter ested

Mat thew: I'm sorry. I have to think about this a while lon -
ger. I am go ing back to my park bench.

El ea nor: Thank you Mat thew. Thank you for your time.

Party con tin ues on.
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Scene 3 -- Two Friends Playing
Checkers

Nar ra tor: (In di rect com mu ni ca tion with au di ence) We
soon came to a shady sec tion of a pleas ant pic nic
area where two el derly men were play ing check -
ers. They were talk ing and laugh ing and did not
seem to be tak ing the game too se ri ously.
Clearly, they ap peared to be friends. As we
passed by, the taller man greeted our party.

Wal ter: Good af ter noon, Buddy. It is a nice day, is n't it?

Buddy: Yes it is a fine day. We've had ex cel lent weather
lately. I would say it has been heav enly, but that
might be pre sump tu ous. 

Wal ter: But, whom do you have here? New mem bers of
the rank and file?

Buddy: These are two new com ers; my old friends, Henry 
and El ea nor Hammerschmidt. And, of course
you know my as so ci ate, Fidelia.

Wal ter: Of course we know Fidelia. All of Pur ga tory co -
mes to her for help with math prob lems. Hello,
Fidelia we are glad to see you, again. And we are
so pleased to meet you Mr. and Mrs.
Hammerschmidt. My name is Wal ter Reuther.

Henry: The la bor leader? The pres i dent of the United
Auto Work ers?

Wal ter: Well, not any more. That was some time ago.
But let me in tro duce my friend, Charles E. Wil -
son.

Henry: The for mer Pres i dent of Gen eral Mo tors -- when
it was well-run? 
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Charles: Well, we were prob a bly lucky. Not much com pe -
ti tion in the years im me di ately fol low ing World
War II, but we also had some very good work ers. 
Right Wal ter? 

Wil son pat s Reuther on the back. 

El ea nor: You two are good friends? Not ad versaries?

Charles: Ha ha, Wal ter and I have al ways been good
friends. We were good friends much of our lives.
I be lieved in what the United Auto Work ers was
do ing. I car ried my un ion card all of my en tire
life -- even when I was Pres i dent of Gen eral
Motors. I al ways felt we were part ners with la -
bor, not ad ver sar ies. 

Henry: And were n't you Sec re tary of De fense in the Ei -
sen hower ad min is tra tion?

Charles: Oh yes. I hated that job. So many pol i ti cians.
They have noth ing to do but sit around try ing to
find some triv ial event where you have han dled
things in some imper fect way. And, if you tell
them the truth, they in ten tion ally re ar range the
words to make you sound stu pid, which is not al -
ways a hard thing to do when you are sup posed
to be man ag ing part of the gov ern ment.

El ea nor: Was it you who said, What's good for Gen eral Mo -
tors is good for the coun try?"

Charles: That is ex actly the kind of sit u a tion I am talk ing
about. No! I never said that. What I ac tu ally said
was, For years I thought what was good for our coun -
try was good for Gen eral Mo tors and vice versa. 

Now, what in the cat hair is wrong with that? In -
dus try and the coun try should be on the same
page. 

Be sides, what kind of job is it when you have to
tote around an army of ef fete pointy-headed bu -
reau crats who can't even weld to pe ruse ev ery last 
syl la ble be fore it is said to keep some lad der
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climb ing Con gres sio nal psy cho path from mis -
quot ing you to his own ad van tage?  

Ac tu ally, I of ten got the im pres sion that Ike felt
the same way about it.

Wal ter: I have to go to bat for my friend, here. He was
al ways sin cere with us. We did not al ways agree,
and we should not have always agreed. He had
his job and we had ours. Char ley Wil son was
tough, but he al ways treated us fairly. I do agree,
though, that he was some times treated harshly by 
the press.

Charles: How come they never mis quoted you, Walt?

Wal ter: Why would they? They were all mem bers of the
Guild? (Chuckle). 

In any case, man age ment and la bor got along
well. We worked hard, the com pany was well
run, then. To gether, we were ef fi cient and those
years were the peak years for Amer i can pros per -
ity. And, we un ion peo ple were thank ful for it.

Charles: So were the man ag ers. The year 1965 was one of 
the best years in our in dus try.

Henry: Well then, if the auto com pa nies were so well run 
in ear lier times, what gave rise to their trou bles in 
later years?

Wal ter: Oh, we did have some prob lems that we brought 
upon our selves. We did not an tic i pate the pro -
duc tiv ity that would be gained through both au -
to ma tion and lower cost through prod uct de sign. 
Some com pa nies were better than oth ers at im -
prov ing pro duc tiv ity, but all of them made prog -
ress. 

Af ter sev eral de cades, we be gan hav ing more
peo ple in re tire ment than we had work ers. Per -
haps if we would have been able to an tic i pate
these im prove ments, we might have been more
cre ative in what we might have been able to do
to re duce the cri sis. 
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The de cline in the U. S. auto in dus try was not
good for any body; not work ers, not the com pa -
nies, not sup pli ers, and cer tainly not the com mu -
ni ties in which the com pa nies op er ated. Most of
the im por tant fu ture trends were not very well
un der stood by ei ther man age ment or la bor at the 
time I left the scene in 1974.

Charles: There were a lot of prod uct prob lems, too. Af ter
a while, all of the cars looked alike. You could n't
tell a Ca dil lac from a Chev ro let. And some of the 
prod ucts were real dogs. Ford had its Pinto. We
had our Chev ro let Nova and a few other duds.
Chrys ler had the As pen and Volare. Too bad we
just did n't keep mak ing Oldsmobiles and Pon ti -
acs the way they used to be. 

The new cars are better in some ways. They get
better mile age and they last a lit tle lon ger. But, if
you take any one of these new cars and melt it
down, it would n't make a good hub cap on a 65
Olds mo bile Ninety-Eight.

Henry: Well, I want to thank you two gen tle men for
your in sights, but I sup pose we had better let you 
get back to your game of check ers.

Wal ter: Oh, we were just tak ing a short break. We don't
play check ers very of ten. Our real job in Pur ga -
tory is to con tem plate what we might have done
better. Per haps, for in stance, as la bor lead ers we
might have ad vo cated less for some of the
changes that ul ti mately threat ened the sur vival of
our em ploy ers.

Charles: And maybe we could have found ways to make
life a lit tle better for our work ers so that they
were less fo cused on re tire ment. We could have
im proved the in trin sic sat is fac tion of their work. 

And, of course, we could have paid our ex ec u -
tives and con sul tants less in an ef fort to share the
bur den of cost re duc tions. We both know we
could have done more. And that is the pur pose of 
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Pur ga tory, you know. To re con sider what we all
might have done better.

El ea nor: Gentlemen, we should be on our way, but let me
ask some thing of you, Mr. Ruether. You are
well-spo ken. You have dig nity. You seem quite
in sight ful. You don't look or sound like a la bor
leader. I al ways thought that a la bor leader would 
be a ci gar smok ing, fist-pound ing, very loud in di -
vid ual who would at tract a lot of at ten tion.

Wal ter: My good ma dame, you have just de scribed Lee
Iacocca......(Chuckle)."

With that, the trav el ers con tinue on their
way.
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Scene 4 -- The Ethics Professor

Nar ra tor: (In di rect com mu ni ca tion with au di ence) Fol -
low ing their ex po sure to the two friends play ing
check ers, we con tem plated the ram i fi ca tions of
flawed la bor re la tions and what might have been
done better. Then, their deep thought was  in ter -
rupted by the mes sen gers again ap proach ing
Buddy. 

Mes sen ger: Your pres ence is re quested again, Mr. Bernstein.
They need you right away.

Buddy: Ok, what is it this time? Do you have any idea so 
I might give the mat ter some thought?

Mes sen ger: Not re ally. I am only the mes sen ger. I did over -
hear some thing about col lat er al ized debt ob li ga -
tions.  How ever, I do not know what they are.

Buddy: Nei ther does any body else – not bank ex ec u tives,
not reg u la tors, not in ves tors – no body. So you
are not alone, my friend. 

The fact that no body knows what they are is a
big part of the prob lem. I keep tell ing peo ple to
never get in volved with a fi nan cial trans ac tion
that takes more than eight words to ex plain. 

But the fi nan cial community never lis tened ei ther 
to me or my Aunt Glo ria. She al ways said, "You
have to make money one penny at a time. If you
try to make it all at once, you might lose it all at
once." 

Well, folks, I will catch up with you later. 

Fidelia: Along the way to your res i dence, let me point
out some in ter est ing struc tures and open ar eas.
We are ap proach ing one of our uni ver sities.
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Along side of it you will find a beau ti ful gar den
area with some large shade trees. Be neath some
of the trees there are lawn chairs, ta bles, and
benches —  suit able for ei ther small dis cus sion
groups or in di vid ual med i ta tion. 

At one of the ta bles sits a fel low ap pearing
very stu di ous -- per haps pre par ing notes.

Leo: Well hello, Fidelia. Goodday to ya. And, whom
do you have this af ter noon? New cus tom ers, I
pre sume?

Fidelia: Yes, Leo, and good day to you. I would like to
in tro duce you to Henry and El ea nor
Hammerschmidt – new com ers to Pur ga tory.

Fidelia turns to trav el ers

Fidelia Leo holds the Albertus Magnus En dowed Chair
in Be hav ioral Eth ics at our  Pur ga tory Col lege of
Pen i ten tial Sci ence. It is a col lege of no ta ble rank
and Leo is a highly ac claimed full pro fes sor.

Leo: Oh, twern’t nothin. Being close to re tire ment al -
ways helps with ac a demic ad vance ment. 

But, I am so glad to meet you both. Wel come
aboard. Where are you folks from, might I ask?

El ea nor: We lived most of our lives in Min ne sota, but
we’ve also lived in Ken tucky, New York and Cal -
i for nia be fore mov ing back to the Mid west.

Leo: Oh, I love the Mid west. I spent many years there.

Henry: What part of the Mid west?

Leo: Leavenworth, Kan sas – nice town, so they say.

Henry: What were you do ing in Leavenworth? I know
there is a col lege there and also a large fed eral
prison. Were you teach ing at the col lege there?

Leo: No, I was at the prison.
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El ea nor: You were an in struc tor at the prison?

Leo: No, I was an in mate.

El ea nor: You were an in mate at the prison?

Leo: Yep.

El ea nor: What were you in prison for?"

Leo: Oh, not much. Rob bery, ex tor tion,
embezzlement, mail fraud -- things along those
lines.

El ea nor: And now you are a Pro fes sor of Eth ics.

Leo: Yep.

El ea nor: How did you make the tran si tion?

Leo: Two ways. First, Dea con Clar ence. Then I died.

El ea nor: This sounds very in ter est ing. Can you ex plain?

Leo: Well, my be hav ior dur ing my youn ger years in
Aus tra lia was sub-op ti mal. I moved to the
United States but landed in prison with a long
sen tence in my early thir ties. 

Gen er ally speak ing, prison was a mis er a ble place
and I would n’t ad vise it as a place to spend much
time. But we did have a ded i cated and very ca pa -
ble chap lain by the name of Dea con Clar ence. He 
took an ex traor di nary in ter est in us and gave us
the feel ing that there was some thing to live for –
even if we did n’t have any place to go. 

Dea con Clar ence was a well ed u cated chap and
he taught classes to pro vide us with our first in -
tro duc tions to Kant, Ar is totle, Aqui nas,
Newman, Plato, Bohnhoffer, and many other
thought ful peo ple not nor mally dis cussed in the
line of work we were in. 

The ex po sure to spir i tu al ity and the clas sics was
some thing quite dif fer ent for me and I was fas ci -
nated by it. Later on, Dea con Clarence worked a
deal with the War den to set up a li brary of clas sic 
books for us and I spent a lot of time there.
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Af ter a few years, Dea con Clar ence got me trans -
ferred me out of the li cense plate stamp ing shop
on to the ed u ca tion staff. I had that job for the
next fif teen years un til I was re leased from
prison.

Henry: Hmmm. From metal stamp ing to the ed u ca tion
staff. An in ter est ing tran si tion.

Leo: Oh, I would never un der es ti mate the value of
metal stamp ing. You would n't have a car if we
could n't do it, you know.

El ea nor: Then, did you con tinue teach ing af ter you were
dis charged? 

Leo: No. I would liked to have done some thing like
that, but it is very hard for an ex-con vict to get
any job – even if he or she has straight ened out.
So, I just drifted around. I did stay out of trou -
ble, but one night I was at tacked by a cou ple of
thugs in a dark al ley, and here I am. 

El ea nor: I am so sorry to hear that. How ever, at this junc -
ture, I cannot help rais ing a ques tion. It sounds 
as if you had a better life in prison than out of it.
Is that true?

Leo: Well, I don’t know if you will re mem ber, but,
our sit u a tion was briefly de scribed in the 1955
movie,  We’re No An gels. Three con victs suc cess -
fully es caped from a prison in Ar gen tina only to
be come dis cour aged with the qual ity of life on
the out side. Af ter many dif fi cul ties, the three of
them fi nally de cided to give them selves up and
re turn to prison. Humphrey Bo gart’s clos ing sen -
tence in the mov ies was, ‘I’ll say one thing about
pris ons. You meet a better class of peo ple.’
[Chuckle].

Henry: I am still won der ing, with all of the peo ple in
Pur ga tory, why was it that you were cho sen to be 
a pro fes sor of eth ics.
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Leo: Oh, it’s pretty sim ple, gov er nor. It’s a mat ter of
sub ject mas tery. Over a very long pe riod in a life
of crime, I ‘ve done al most ev ery un eth i cal thing
imag in able – and I un der stand fully both the
tech ni cal de tails, the pat terns of pro gres sion, and
the con se quences. 

I might sug gest that one of the prob lems with
ed u ca tion to day is that many of the teach ers do
not know the full ex tent of the sub jects they are
teach ing. They may un der stand the theory and
that can be valu able. But, they may un der stand,
only in vague imag i nary terms, the de tails of
what ac tu ally goes on -- in clud ing the pros and
cons of cer tain be hav ior pat terns. These in sights
are im por tant if one is teach ing some thing about
ethics. There is noth ing quite like hav ing been
there and hav ing done it.

El ea nor: I sup pose ex pe ri ence is as ap pli ca ble here, as any -
where.

Leo: Right you are. Hav ing done al most ev ery un eth i -
cal act imag in able, and be ing sorry for it, I can
de scribe more com pletely than any one on our
fac ulty the full spec trum of de vi ant be hav ior –
and how it starts. In ad di tion, pris on ers such as
my self are in an ex cel lent po si tion to de scribe the
many con se quences that re sult from de vi ant be -
hav ior -- con se quences to oth ers as well as my -
self. 

Prisoners can also de scribe more viv idly the sad -
ness that fol lows. Most peo ple can only imag ine
it – which is in com plete knowl edge, if you know
what I mean.

Henry: Whom do you teach?

Leo: Most ev ery one who passes through Pur ga tory
take my classes be cause quite a few peo ple play
games with eth ics at one time or an other. 

Henry: I sup pose that does in clude all of us.
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Leo: Yes, prob a bly all of us. I seem to have quite a few 
law yers and fi nan cial plan ners, auto me chan ics,
real es tate de vel op ers, orth odon tists, bank ers, and 
in sur ance sales men. Lately, I've had quite a few
sur geons. Over the years, I’ve had mem bers of al -
most ev ery pro fes sion. 

El ea nor: Even so cial work ers?

Leo: Yes, even so cial work ers. It should be pointed
out that these stu dents are very rarely evil peo ple
-- at least they don't think they are. Evil peo ple
go else where. I try to show the class par tic i pants
that al most all eth i cal break downs be gins with
the grad ual pro cess of triv ial com pro mise -- an al -
most im per cep ti ble ero sion of ba sic prin ci ples. 

Of course, there is both a Type A and a Type B
er ror in eth ics. Some blokes com pro mise too
much and oth ers never do. That’s what makes the 
teach ing of eth ics so hard. It re quires in spired
judg ment.....

El ea nor: I suspect you are an ex cel lent teacher.

Leo: Ah, but there’s much more to the mat ter than
whether some one is an ac claimed pro fes sor.
That, it turns out, is un im por tant. The fact of the 
mat ter is that we can all learn from one an other
--  if we are wise enough to do so. Ef fec tive
teach ers are aware that much of what we know,
we learn from the stu dents. We can learn from
ev ery one. 

In learn ing from some one, we ac knowl edge their 
con tri bu tions to our de vel op ment and to so ci ety.
Al most ev ery one con trib utes, but some peo ple
do not get enough credit. They make up for it in
Pur ga tory, though.

El ea nor: Good. I am glad.

Leo: As an example, a col lege pres i dent may live in a
large house and host sump tu ous din ners for peo -
ple po ten tially in ter ested in sup port ing the
school. But, if it were not for the col lege’s phys i -
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cal plant staff, the col lege pres i dent might as well
be roast ing hot dogs over a wood stove in a log
cabin with out elec tric ity. 

All peo ple make con tri bu tions – in clud ing con tri -
bu tions to our knowl edge. That is why we, as
teach ers, are never per mit ted to place too much
em pha sis on our own im por tance. We are not
spe cial. We are ser vants, as are all mem bers of so -
ci ety – what ever their role in it. 

Henry: We can be thank ful for the many con tri bu tions of 
so many people.

Leo: Within that frame work, there is no con tra dic tion
in an ex-pris oner be com ing a teacher of eth ics.
There would be a con tra dic tion, how ever, if he
claimed that the position en ti tled him to some -
thing. We are all ser vants, don't you agree?

Eleanor: Yes, we do agree.

Leo: Well, I had better get back to my class prep a ra -
tion. Again, it was a great oc ca sion to meet you
both.

Fidelia: Yes, I we do and thank you for your time, Leo.
We all hope you have a nice day.

Henry: Thank you, in deed. Both El ea nor and I ex tend
our sin cere ap pre ci a tion. 

The party con tinues on its way.
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Scene 5 -- The Citizens

Nar ra tor: (In di rect com mu ni ca tion with au di ence) We
then came to the larg est build ing we had seen
yet, a gi gan tic struc ture — much more mas sive
that sev eral huge sta di ums merged to gether.
Loud mourn ing sounds em a nated from the
build ing. Peo ple were cry ing. More than any
place we had yet seen in Pur ga tory, this place ex -
uded pro found suf fer ing and re gret.

El ea nor: What build ing is THAT?

Fidelia: That -- is the Cit a del of Self ish Cit i zenry. It is oc -
cu pied by some of  our most re morse ful pen i -
tents.

Out side, near a large barred gate at the
front of the build ing, stands an el derly lady
with her arms folded and shak ing her head in

dis gust.

Fidelia: The woman's name is Molly. She's a thought ful
and con tem pla tive per son. 

Molly: Aaah, tis a ter ri ble thing (moan ing). It is ab so -
lutely ter ri ble.

Henry: What is ter ri ble?

Molly: What we’ve done, of course. It is ter ri ble.

El ea nor: What have you done? Why are you here stand ing 
out side of this build ing? 

Molly: Aaah, me hus band's in there and he'll be be done
for the day be fore too long, for it's nearly six
o'clock. 
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Then he'll go back to mor row, while I go on to
my Pen ance for Tar nished Rep u ta tions Group. 

I got to Pur ga tory be fore he did and I've com -
pleted the Self ish Cit i zen drill. He's still in there
moanen away. The fact is that we are cit i zens and 
we have ru ined ev ery thing.

El ea nor: What have you ru ined?

Molly: Our coun try, the world, the place that we live,
and the fu ture of our chil dren, and our basic mo -
ral ity along with it.

Henry: Oh, come now. It can’t be that bad. Can we help
in any way?

Molly: Well, I'm afraid that it is such a ter ri ble sit u a tion
that it is be yond help. Be sides, what do you
know about it? You have n't been through it yet.

Henry: Ma dame, per haps I can be of help. I have a PhD.

Molly: Sure and that stands for Perpetually Hin dering
De ci sive ness,  but it's not worth much here.

Henry: You say you are cit i zens. Of what coun try, may I
ask.

Molly: Ah, faith, nearly all of them. We are French,
Irish, Greeks, Ar gen tines, Span iards,
Uraguayans, Rus sians, Bra zil ians, other coun -
tries. And of course we have many peo ple from
the United States. I my self was from a large city
East ern city.

Henry: What did you do to war rant this som ber treat -
ment?

Molly: We did n’t DO any thing. We WANTED ev ery -
thing. We wanted more so cial pro grams, no
taxes, early re tire ments, free med i cal care for us
all – even when we ate like whales, drank like
starved cam els, and smoked like chim neys. We
hated reg u la tion — even when the re sult was fi -
nan cial ca tas tro phe.
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Mean while, we did n't give a belch ing hoot about
our in dus try. We had no in ter ested in get ting
any thing use ful done. 

We wanted elec tric ity, but no power plants or
trans mis sion lines. My hus band worked in a steel
mill, but that closed be cause no one had an in ter -
est in pro duc ing a qual ity prod uct at a com pet i -
tive cost. 

Our son worked in an auto plant, but that closed.

One com pany af ter an other moved out of our
com mu nity – some times be cause of taxes, but
more of ten be cause of other le thal re pel ling
forces or be cause our school sys tem had stopped
train ing the peo ple who could be hired to do
some thing.  We had too few work ers and too
much over head. 

El ea nor: What in flu enced the growth in over head?

Molly: To my way of think ing, we had too many pa per
clips and not enough weld ing rod.

We did n't worry about it when we spent money
like drunken sail ors. We could al ways bor row
more money and pay it back later. Pretty soon,
the debts were so large that they were not pay -
able with out sti fling growth, scal ing back needed
pro grams, rais ing un em ploy ment and ne glect ing
fur ther our schools, roads, bridges, and sew ers --
all of which were fallin apart at the seams.  

Be fore long, our coun tries ran out of money, of
course. They all went broke and se vere hard ship
de scended on al most ev ery land -- which should
not have sur prised even our neigh bor's Irish Set -
ter.

It was easy for us to blame our elected of fi cials,
and some of them were good-for-noth ing
blaggards, for sure. But, per haps their great est
fault was lis ten ing too much to us, the cit i zens.
They tried to please us when we did n't de serve it.
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Things did not get better when we fell upon
harder times. 

While we fought with one an other about which
po lit i cal party was the great est evil, we were
plung ing into a ter ri ble eco nomic abyss that even 
Sa tan him self would not have been pleased
about. The debts were so large that we could n't
pay them with out ru in ing com pa nies and flingin
most ev ery one into the street.

Some peo ple said we needed to make ad just -
ments. But everybody wanted the ad just ments to
be borne by some body else. None of wanted to
change our own be hav ior or make ANY sac ri fice
-- even small ones. Pros per ity and com fort were
gone. The fu ture of our coun try and our chil dren 
was gone. You can eas ily see why peo ple are
lamentin their role in it.

Just then, a gate opens and a sul len look ing
fel low emerged and joined the woman. 

Hus band: Good eve ning, dear. 

Molly: Good evenin, Hon. Let's go home, now.

Molly and hus band walk qui etly off. 

Henry: Well, El ea nor my dear, we should be on our way,  
but don't you won der what is in store for us.

El ea nor: I cer tainly do.
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Scene 6 -- The Reflecting Pool

Nar ra tor: (In di rect com mu ni ca tion with au di ence)       
We were all quiet as we left the Cit a del of Self ish
Cit i zenry — per haps think ing of events of our
lives that we could have han dled better -- events
that had far more ex ten sive ram i fi ca tions than
those we an tic i pated at the time. So, in som ber
moods of re flec tion we all walked slowly along
un til at last we came to a beau ti ful park-like area
with a gor geous small lake in the midst of it.
Then, Buddy spoke.

Buddy: I’m sorry, my good friends, but I have to step
away for a while. I have been sum moned to an -
other con fer ence. I should not be long — pretty
straight for ward stuff — Ponzi schemes. I should
be back within a half an hour.

Fidelia: I’m afraid that I also have to be gone for a while.
I am still a math teacher, you know, and there are 
some pa pers to cor rect and some grades to re -
port. I will also re turn be fore an hour. Buddy
and I will meet you back here. Please make your
selves at home.

Buddy and Fidelia exit

Nar ra tor: (In di rect com mu ni ca tion with au di ence)      
Quickly, our two es corts were gone as El and I
were left alone in the won der fully sce nic area.

El ea nor: Is n’t it gor geous?.

Henry: It is beau ti ful, I have to agree. Some thing about
it looks fa mil iar though. Look into the lake.
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El ea nor: Why there we are, on our wed ding day. There
you are and there I am. It was Sep tem ber 8,
1962. This must be the Happy Mar riage Re flect -
ing Pool they were talk ing about ear lier.

Henry: Yes, you were so beau ti ful, and you still are. I
was very ner vous, but very glad and happy.

El ea nor: Who was n’t ner vous. Look, there is my Dad
putt ing a penny in my shoe for good luck. It
must have worked, right Henry?

Henry: In deed it did. We have been so very lucky. Look,
El ea nor, there we are at Wis con sin Dells on our
hon ey moon.

El ea nor: Look, there you are over haul ing the 52 Pon tiac
on the streets of New York while I was dec o rat -
ing the baby bas ket for Josef.

Henry: There we are on our way back to Min ne sota
from New York. 

El ea nor: Yes, we saw Ni ag ara Falls -- in De cem ber. 

Look over here, Henry, there is Josef in his
bouncy jumper chair. Our first child. 

Henry: And our first daugh ter Michelle with the bow
Scotch-taped ono he head be cause she did not
have much hair.

Henry: And there we all are, the five of us at the time,
when you came home from the hos pi tal af ter
hav ing Joanell. Joanell was so very small, and not 
very well for a while there.

El ea nor: But she got better quickly and she was such a
cheer ful child.... There we are camp ing up near
Park Rap ids in the tent. There is Michelle sweep -
ing out the tent with the broom in the mid dle of
the night.

Henry: Way over there, it is Amy in the Sound of Mu sic
play when she was in high school.

Eleanor: And An thony scor ing the only goal in the soc cer
game.  
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Henry: There he is play ing catch. He was such a gifted
ath lete.

Eleanor: Over there is Joanell's wed ding, with all of our
fam ily and the folks from El more, Min ne sota.

Henry: And Michelle's wed ding and Josef's wed ding.

El ea nor: Look, there are all of the grand chil dren. Aren't
they splen did look ing chil dren.

Henry: (with ap pre ci a tion) Look El ea nor. There we are
on our fif ti eth wed ding an ni ver sary. You are so
beau ti ful.

El ea nor: Henry, is n't it all won der ful? We have had such a
won der ful life. I love you so very much.

Henry: And I love you so very much. Thank you for
mar ry ing me.

El ea nor: Thank you for ask ing.
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Scene 7 -- Arrival at Our
Residence

Nar ra tor: (In di rect com mu ni ca tion with au di ence)      
Soon, Buddy and Fidelia re turned to the park
and we con tin ued on our way. Off in the dis tance 
we saw a well-kept bun ga low. It was not large,
but quaint. The house was sit u ated in a beau ti ful
set ting, sunny but with many trees and a gently
flow ing creek not far from the back yard.

Buddy: Well, here we are. I am sure you will en joy your
stay here for a while.

El ea nor: Oh, its won der ful. It's a beau ti ful lit tle place.

Fidelia: We are glad that you like it. Come on. Let's go
in. There is some one in side you might like to see.

Henry and El ea nor walk through a small ves -
ti bule in the front of the house. Ev ery thing is 

clean and in place. 

El ea nor: Who ever lived here last cer tainly took good care
of the place. It's im mac u late.

Fidelia: The per son is still here. You see, some times we
have to share fa cil i ties in Pur ga tory. But, I don't
think you will re gard this shar ing as an in con ve -
nience. Let me in tro duce you to your fel low ten -
ant. 

At that point, a hand some young man stepped
in from the back yard. 

An thony: Hi Mom. Hi Dad. (smil ingly). 
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El ea nor: An thony! An thony, is that re ally you?

An thony: Yes, Mom, it is me, and I am so glad to see you
both.

El ea nor: An thony, you are so big. You look so strong and
healthy. 

Henry: Oh, I am so glad to see you. But, what is this?
Tell us your story.

An thony: Oh, it is n't much of a story, and you know most
of it. You know about the can cer, the thirty-some 
sur ger ies, of course, the chemo-ther a pies, the
trans plants, the ra di a tion, and the many hos pi tal -
iza tions. When I ar rived here in Pur ga tory, they
greeted me warmly and said I had come close to
set ting some kind of a re cord.

El ea nor: For sur ger ies or hos pi tal days?

An thony: No, not for that. I am sure many peo ple have
suf fered more. 

No, my nu mer i cal ac com plish ments were for the
num ber of prayers of fered on my be half. Mem -
bers of our fam ily, of course, but many more.
Those Lu ther ans down in El more, Min ne sota
were a big help. Then, there were the Monks up
at St. John's Ab bey in Collegeville. Of course,
there were the peo ple from Im mac u late Heart of
Mary par ish. 

And, prayers by our Jew ish friends -- the Siegels,
Dr. Roback, the Steins, and oth ers. 

But, it turned out there were many oth ers -- peo -
ple I never knew, but knew about me from my
sib lings, or the two of you, or from some one else 
who learned of my sit u a tion through Mom's
Caringbridge up dates, or from Benilde-St.
Margarets, or from many other en coun ters over
time.

When I got here, I went through the ad mis sions
pro cess just like you. It took Fa ther Bill quite a
while to find all of the re cords. He said that I al -
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ways did have a bulky chart. But when he did
find them, he gave me a job that I re ally en joy.
Then he sent me off with Clem and Fidelia to
this place. They said I would have com pany some 
day, but they did not know when since Pur ga tory 
has no time se quence."

Henry: What job do you have? Fa thers are al ways in ter -
ested in gain ful em ploy ment, you know. 

An thony: Yes, you can be as sured that all of the
Hammerschmidt chil dren are aware of that in ter -
est. 

Along with most of the rest of us here in Pur ga -
tory, I have sev eral jobs. Dur ing the week, I
teach math to the school chil dren out of Af rica. I
was sure my sis ter Amy would have ap pre ci ated
my in volve ment with the chil dren from Af rica.
Then, on the week end, I coach soc cer to some of 
the same chil dren. They think I am some kind of
an all-star.

Henry: Well, son, you do look pretty strong and healthy. 
How tall are you?

An thony: Now, I am six feet four inches tall (smil ing). You 
will re call that I was in the 90th per cen tile in size
and weight be fore the can cer came when I was a
young child. I can run fast, too. No bags, no tub -
ing, no wires, no pouches, bandages. No more
hear ing prob lems or numb ness re sult ing from
embolizations and sur ger ies, no open wounds. I
can just run. 

I weigh 195 pounds now -- a far cry from the
100 pounds the last few years. And, I play cen ter
field on a base ball team -- the Pur ga tory Pen i -
tents. I can throw all the way from deep cen ter
field to home plate with pretty good ac cu racy.

But, most of all, I very much like work ing with
these chil dren from Af rica. I thought my life was
dif fi cult at times, but you should see what some
of them went through. 
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By the way,  do you know who is the doc tor for
those kid? Dr. Roback, that's who. He also reads
at the syn a gogue and then spends his af ter noons
read ing to the chil dren. He is quite a cit i zen
around these parts, but they say he won't be here
too long. He'll move on.

As El ea nor wipes the tears from her eyes, she 
sobs

El ea nor: Oh, An thony, I am so so happy to see you.

Henry: So am I, son. So am I. You are a good kid.

An thony: You're a good dad. I love you, Mom, and I al -
ways will. 

An thony: By the way, Mom and Dad, let's go for a walk.   
I will show you around the neigh bor hood. Then, 
af ter wards, Dad, maybe we can play a lit tle catch. 
And, Fidelia and I are tak ing in the play at the
Old Stone The ater to night. Would the two of
you like to go? The play is about Amer i can in -
dus try.

Exit El ea nor, Henry and An thony
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Scene 8 -- Consensus

Clem, Buddy, and Fidelia re main on the front
porch of the house for a few min utes un til

they are joined by Fa ther Bill. 

Fa ther Bill: Well, folks, how did it go?

Fidelia: It was won der ful. Ev ery one was over whelmed
with the re union.  

Fa ther Bill: Well, that is one of the bless ings of Pur ga tory.
You get to see things you can only wish for on
earth. Pur ga tory has the in ter est ing at trib ute of
al low ing us to see the good things that could
hap pen – if we have enough faith. 

Fidelia: They all seemed like nice peo ple and I en joyed
meet ing them all. I will en joy work ing with them 
all dur ing their stay here.

Clem: Well, I sup pose we should get back to the Ad -
mis sion Area. Let's walk to gether.

Soon, they are joined by Mo ham med Selim, the
econ o mist and Clem.

Selim: Good af ter noon, my fine friends. Would you
mind if an ag ing econ o mist joins you on your
walk? I need the ex er cise and it’s such a fine day.

Clem: Come on, friend, we have only been think ing,
which is not al ways easy for any of us.

Selim: And what have you been think ing about, good
sir?

Clem: All-in-all, it has been a pretty good day.
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Fidelia: Henry and El ea nor seemed so very pleased, and
so happy.

Buddy: Yes they did. I know a lit tle of the his tory of that
fam ily, which I have known since be fore An -
thony was born. It has been a tough ride for
them all, par tic u larly for An thony. I know about
it be cause I lost both a wife and a daugh ter to
can cer — al most the very same kind. It is dev as -
tat ing. But thank God that there is more to life
than earth. As I learned long ago form the book
of Job:

‘The Lord also was turned at the pen ance of Job,
when he prayed for his friends. And the Lord gave Job 
twice as much as he had be fore. And all his breth ren
came to him, and all his sis ters, and all that knew
him be fore, and they ate bread with him in his house:
and be moaned him, and com forted him upon all the
evil that God had brought upon him. And ev ery man 
gave him one ewe, and one ear ring of fold. And the
Lord blessed the lat ter end of Job more than his be gin -
ning.’

Selim: Ah, yes. I am fa mil iar with that pas sage. As you
know, ALL of us are peo ple of The Book. We
Mus lims are great stu dents of both Chris tian and
Jew ish teach ings and we have many les sons like
the one you just referenced in the Quran — as
you all have in your sa cred texts. The world
would be so much better if we all abided by
them.

Fa ther Bill: It is good for us to re flect upon the ex pe ri ences
of the day, the re union of An thony with his par -
ents and, of course, the na ture of Pur ga tory it self.

Fidelia: Think what a great job El ea nor will do with
those chil dren.

Selim: And how won der ful it will be for the other chil -
dren to learn math from a fine young man like
An thony. I would loved to have him as an eco -
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nom ics stu dent. And I am sure the chil dren will
ben e fit from his soc cer ex per tise as well.

Buddy: Yes, it is cer tainly true. Most of us could be
better than we re ally are. We are all ham pered by
our im per fec tions.

Fa ther Bill: In his great wis dom, God pro vides us with op -
por tu ni ties to see how won der ful things could be 
if we did things right. 

Pur ga tory pro vides us such an op por tu nity, but
we DO have sim i lar op por tu ni ties at many times
in life -- if we choose to ac cept them.

Fidelia: As we used to say in my home town of
Guadalajara, Nunca es tarde cuando la dicha es
buena. It´s never too late for joy.

Clem places his arm on the shoul der of Fa -
ther Bill 

Clem: Well, Rev er end, there’s a lot of good to say
about Pur ga tory. It is a well-thought-out con cept 
and I have al ways been im pressed with it. Pur ga -
tory re stores your faith in life hav ing mean ing.

Prob a bly a lot of us felt that we did n’t get quite
ev ery thing done in life. Now, there’s a chance to
but ton things up.  

How ever, Fa ther Bill, speak ing as a Lu theran,
the only sug ges tion I would make about Pur ga -
tory would be to have it be at the be gin ning of
life on earth, in stead of at the end. Maybe we
would all be have dif fer ently.

The End
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Hans An thony Zimmerman

June 28, 1984 to De cem ber 26, 2012

Zimmerman, Hans An thony age 28, of Minnetonka, passed
away De cem ber 26, 2012. Our be loved Hans passed away peace -
fully sur rounded by fam ily and friends, hav ing been able to en joy 
Christ mas with his fam ily at home. Hans was a re lent lessly brave, 
gen er ous, thought ful, sin cere, de voted, for giv ing, hu mor ous, in -
tel li gent, am bi tious, pas sion ate, and in spir ing young man.
Through out his life, Hans en joyed an i mals, soc cer, mar tial arts,
mu sic, art, tech nol ogy, and cook ing. Grad u at ing with hon ors
from Benilde- St. Mar ga ret's School in 2003, he re ceived a stand -
ing ova tion, along with the dis tin guished Pres i dent's Award. 

Most of all, Hans greatly loved spend ing time do ing any thing
with his fam ily. He was lov ing, a joy and an in spi ra tion to his
par ents, sib lings and nieces and neph ews. Hans Zimmerman was 
a re mark ably gen tle per son, al ways kind and con sid er ate to the
peo ple who cared for him. In cred i bly witty and al ways giv ing to -
ward oth ers, Hans could bring light to any room. Ev ery where he 
went, he put a smile on peo ple's faces and touched them with his
calm dig nity and deep re spect for all. At the time of his death,
Hans was sur rounded by mem bers of his fam ily, Dea cons Clar -
ence Shallbetter and James Pe ter son, and sev eral of the doc tors
who had come to know him. 

A life long res i dent of Minnetonka, Min ne sota, Hans is sur vived
by his lov ing par ents, Joanell and Fred er ick M. Zimmerman; his
brother, Fred er ick J. Zimmerman and his wife Sa rah Stein; his
sis ters, Carita Zimmerman and her hus band Pe ter Ekola, Chris -
tina Ristau and her hus band Steve, and Brigitte Zimmerman;
and his nieces and neph ews Emma, Peyton, Coo per, Ira, Jul ius,
and Fiona. 

The fu neral mass will be cel e brated Mon day, De cem ber 31, at 11 
AM at Im mac u late Heart of Mary Cath o lic Church, 13505 Ex -
cel sior Bou le vard, Minnetonka. Vis i ta tion will be held De cem ber 
30, 4:30-7:30 PM at Huber Fu neral Home in Eden Prai rie, and
De cem ber 31, 10-11 AM at Im mac u late Heart of Mary Cath o lic
Church. Me mo ri als pre ferred to Im mac u late Heart of Mary
School, Benilde-St. Mar ga ret's School, Min ne ap o lis Chil dren's
Can cer Re search Fund, or An i mal Hu mane So ci ety. We wish to
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ex tend our sin cer est grat i tude to ev ery one who has prayed for
Hans and for our fam ily over the years. We also thank the
numerous community members who provided assistance when
we needed support, service, and renewed faith. We could not
have made this journey without you.

Obit u ary pub lished in Star Tri bune from De cem ber 28 to
De cem ber 30, 2012 
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Dr. Fred Zimmerman re tired as a Pro fes sor of En gi neer ing and
Man age ment at the Uni ver sity of St. Thomas in St. Paul, Min ne -
sota in De cem ber of 2005 and cur rently holds the rank of Pro fes -
sor Emer i tus. Dur ing his twenty-five year as so ci a tion with the
Uni ver sity of St. Thomas, Dr. Zimmerman served as En gi neer -
ing Pro gram Di rec tor, En gi neer ing De part ment Chair, Mem ber
of the Com mit tee of  Deans, and full Pro fes sor. When he re tired
at the end of 2005, he was awarded the  Uni ver sity of St. Thomas 
Dis tin guished Ser vice Award. 

For many years,  Dr. Zimmerman taught both en gi neer ing and
man age ment classes, mostly at the grad u ate level. He has also
taught at Universidad Catolica in Mon te vi deo, Uru guay and at
the Czech Man age ment Cen ter in Celokovice, Czech Re pub lic,
the Uni ver sity of Pitts burgh, and the Uni ver sity of Min ne sota.
He is a fre quent source to the me dia on in dus trial is sues.  He is
the au thor of nu mer ous pro fes sional and tech ni cal ar ti cles plus
sev eral books in clud ing The Turn around Ex pe ri ence: Real World
Les sons In Re vi tal iz ing Cor po ra tions, Mea sure ment of the In dus trial
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tur ing in Minnesota.The book, Man u fac tur ing Works: The Vi tal
Link Be tween Pro duc tion and Pros per ity was co-authored with
Dave Beal of the Pi o neer Press and pub lished by Dear born Trade 
Press in 2002.

Prior to re turn ing to ac a de mia in 1985, Dr. Zimmerman had
spent more than 25 years in in dus try as an en gi neer, man ager,
vice pres i dent and pres i dent pri mar ily with three com puter com -
pa nies; IBM, Con trol Data, and Na tional Com puter Sys tems.
He has served on the boards of di rec tors of 14 cor po ra tions. 

Dr. Zimmerman re sides in Minnetonka, Min ne sota  with his
wife, Joanell. The Zimmermans have five chil dren and have
housed more than ninety fos ter chil dren.
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