JANUARY 2025 . VOL-1. ISSUE. I




*0160 ¥ B @@ 21N JAIERISRIIR O

gee @F, ges aoatl
Q12! - Ao 9098

JoqIol, e G gelde
J6rIQ 6QQISY QG

OLdll
T @9Q- €09,
26Ql AIQIPING AATEAEL,

QG 6A1G0I, QM

985009

Volume No:. 01, Issue No:. 01

JANUARY - MARCH 2025

Founder, Editor & Publisher
Prof. Debashis Patra

Contact

Flat no 106,
Oro Paradise Apartment, Nalam-
ganj, Motiganj, Baleswar 756003




[ I | = = [ | LI

Jeerdq d6QI8 QAIq FalOf
QWIS

Q. J6QR QA Ag:
ARG
ERINAIFRY JOYIR, QREDEQ)

d6crdq 9&eg Al
Q°gQ d6crdQ, B2 QI

@. RCI9Q1 69l
PORIS 06T B MR
QAR

| QUERR TQR! '

. XRIQEAIRE FERIAMRY, AR

| TRIQ6CIRR G6ERMIRY, QIERIQ

"= - = = o

' ANGR SR '

Jerdq 6@ Ale
Q6! got, QTN G AR FQIG!
TR QGIQIRGY, QMR

AR J69'Mm)
PPRIG C6YR B MBI,
QIR

@. Q6L diQl
2102 962

' JIF6RIAN GRIG, KARIG GI6QIEI

AQTQ, 6RIQYS

@del 9ol
PRRIG G16QTR B MR
QIQAQI

@. 2Qd @dIQ QIR
RERNE 00RIQ), F16QER B SMGR
QA

@. 6dlCi@Q adll
AQIYR 2RNIAR, Q0RA SINIERS

. - ORIQEAIeR QGAMIRL, QMY :
N e AN




Prof. Santosh Kumar

Tripathy

Vice Chancellor

Fakir Mohan University, Balasore

Mahendra Kumar Mishra

Founder Trustee, Folklore
Foundation, Bhubaneswar

Prof. Krushnachandra

Pradhan

Adjunct Professor Department of
Language and Literature

Dr. Damayanti Beshra

Writer,
Folklore and Tribal Studies,
Baripada

- Fakir Mohan University, Balasore .-

2

NG

Prof. Debashis Patra

Head, Department of Language
and Literature
Fakir Mohan University, Balasore

Paramananda patel

Writer,
Free lancer ATLC and SCSTRTI

Dr. Rajendra Padhy

Guest Professor of M.A in Tribal
Studies(COATS)S Koraput

Namita Parida

Writer,
Folklore and Tribal Studies

Dr. Anup Kumar Chand

Freelance Artist & Art Educator,
Writer,
Folklore and Tribal Studies

Dr. Soumyajit Panda

Assistant Professor in Odia
CDOE, Fakir Mohan University,
Balasore

Advisory Board | Editorial Board |

2




29 QK6

g6QQ IQIVE Y@ 657198 2T Q1eL,
A1QeY 6 gg@ 2GS AR 9B |
g 926Q 6@ldd dRIQ deIge Qeel (IR,
P01, QURYY, PRI @ QTR AVNIT) g
Q6% |

4G 9G8R AeRIG ANEe C6eSdl din AeRIG
ANEe 99 AN, YLD FI6QER Al AR
QeSHE AINERQ G *RAIG eI RIQISIGER
JRIee Ja ALY |

JARRIT 6QeR 6P AR dR QAR I
geq eie dRIse 6wl 92cQ . E1e8NY
6Q9QIQ |

6RSIYER 6ReRGFE G 2RCEH RT) JIeaIe
2FA6Q B AIREHIAYL €l FIANCA Q&L |
6MEIR 28Q o8 AR AA6Q QAR AR |
AR iR SIRAd 5 6QIFIe RdER mEel
ATt

EMEIQ RIP €9(6QIR), CASIAFA AUACNERIR) G
Qe ORIl 00 2NQ JNRER. QR | 9@ 9Pe
2AORIT 09 UIQ ARNEN.QER | UCROP!
RII6Q QUSSR Z6M 92l €9 6RIP IR ARNER
QQQ Q6L |

QI 99 6QQQR] dRIse a8 ¢ adlte 6
INRRVYRITQ  UQERIRR A6 EMCIT GRS
dQe |

9@l 6891de 2RI dRls ARERIQ EmE
AOIRQIER 69QRg 9 AId i 26a8 FRRIQ
ageqlRl | 9@ Qadeq SIS QY ewled
AERIg Qs QAR FESI

deR 69Qdl AALEq 6msie dRISeg RIS
delsl @QQl di) Geq qI9E de 6dQdl @]
2RI | 9QI QI 6T Qe @6@ |

- AR Agm

Sambeda Sambeekshyana is a quarterly
magazine based on tribal life, literature,
and culture.
Hence, no creative writings (story, poet-
ry, novel, translation, or drama Etc.) are
accepted.

This magazine is intended for tribal-
related research, tribal book reviews, in-
terviews with tribal researchers or folk-
lore experts, and tribal myth-based narra-
tives.

The magazine is solely meant for origi-
nal analytical articles. Articles published
elscswhere will not be accepted.
Submissions will only be accepted in
Unicode fonts (Odia or Alchiki script)
and Microsoft Word file format.

The font must be in Odia Kalinga script.
FornEnglish, it should be written in
Times New Roman font.

The article title should be in 16pt bold,
the author's name in 13pt bold, and their
address in 1Ipt font. The main article
content must be in 12pt font. If subhead-

ings are included, they must be in 12pt
bold.

This is a non-remunerative publication
platform, and articles will only be pub-
lished after approval from the reviewers
and editorial board.

Since the magazine is published quarter-
ly, contributors are requested to wait up
to six months post-submission. During
this period, the submitted article should
not be sent to any other magazine.

It is mandatory to include a consent letter
from the author permitting the article's
publication. Submissions without this
will not be accepted.
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Chhattisgarh is a thick forested hilly state in the
eastern-middle area on the map of India. Chhattisgarh
has very rich history and cultural heritage. In ancient
times, this region was known as Kausal, Dakshin-
Kausal, Mohakausal and Dandakarnya. Chhattisgarh
means a region consisting of thirty-six forts.

The people of Chhattisgarh are simple, kind-
hearted and adaptable. The lifestyle of the people of this
region is very colourful as is reflected in their colourful
dress materials. People love to make many decorative
items and idols of clay, wood, bamboo and metal. These
items are part of their daily life and-through them, their
culture is reflected.

Every village in Chhattisgarh has a village deity
and people consider them as their only protector:In eve-
ry festival, vow and ceremony people' not only worship
the village deity but also their family deity. Chhattisgarh
has a tradition of rich folk art, music; ballets, drama,
dance and crafts.

Chhattisgarh has a special style in traditional
crafts, folk art, folk paintings, body decoration and orna-
ments. These are linked to the socio-cultural ambience of
the area and are expressed spontaneously by the people.
Folk paintings and body decorations depict the living
ambience of the women. These are also drawn, decorat-
ed and preserved by women. The maximum number of
floor and wall paintings are associated with rituals and

ceremonies of this region.
Haryali

The Haryali festival is observed on the day of
the new moonlight in the month of Sawan. This first fes-
tival of the season is related to agriculture. Haryali is

related to occultism and necromancy. The villagers and

tribes believe that the Baigas, conjurers practice their
black magic and which-crafts in this day and implement
these bad powers on human and nature and renewal their
devil power. anHhhhh

hhhhhss

kk8890

hBecause of the course the peoplees are drawn, the So-
hanai painting around their house wall with cow-dung as
safety armour for saved their houses from this devil
power:

The woman has drawn a horizontal line by
the help.of fingers. The human figures draw mostly on
the line both side of-entrance of the house; between the
continuations of line the cat motifs are draw. These So-
hanai paintings are.-very nearer look like of the primitive
rock shelter paintings. The human and cat motifs are
very simply draws compose with lines and circles by the

housewife.

Pola

Pola is celebrated all over Chhattisgarh on
the full moon day of the month of Bhada. It is an agri-
cultural festival. After completing the preliminary works
of cultivation farmers worship the bullocks, which help
him during the cultivation work. Farmer worships the
terracotta sculpture of Nandi or Nadiya beila in this fes-

tival.
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For the Pola festival, the potter prepares a large
number of terracotta Nadiya beila, which is also known
as Pola beila. The skilled hand of the potter prepares
these terracotta bullock forms. First body is prepared in
mud, and then two back and two front legs are prepared
to connected with the body. The bottom of the legs are
flattened and a hole between each leg. Afterwards, the
head is connected with the body and a hunch is made on
the back of the bullock. A tail is fixed with the back leg
of the bullock. Ears and horns are fixed on the head. The
eye is made with fixed two small mud balls on the face.
The wheels for the Nadya beila are made on a potter’s
wheel.

The colour of the terracotta bullock is just like
the red colour of a pot. In some areas, white colour of
chuimitti is applied on it for base colour then other natu-
ral colours like yellow, red, black are used for-ornamen-
tation. In this Pola festival especially for playing pur-
pose of the children the potter makes small size of earth-
en pot, cauldron, pitcher, oven, grinding stone, skimmer
and bucket. Potter bakes all of these playable utensils
with Nadiya beila in the furnace.

The housewife worships the Nadiya beila in Po-
la festival. The housewife traditionally, drew bullock eart
and ploughing bullock on the house wall. Woman used

chuimitti to draw these motifs.

Krishna Janmastami

Krishna Janmastami festival is celebrated on the
eighth day of black fortnight on the month of Bhada.
The painting named Aathekanheya is painted on the wall
of devta kothi (Room of the house deity) for worship-
ping in this festival. House wall is cleaned with smeared
the cow-dung and colourful soil. On this smeared wall
the housewife and the children of the Rout or Yadav
family paint Aathekanehya painting.

The subject meter of the Aathekanheya painting
is narrative. Eight human figures are composed between
a boundary as four on the upper part and other four on
the lower part. These human forms are mentioned as
Lord Krishna and his seven brothers. On top of the

painting clouds are painted in blue colour with zigzag

and waving lines. A boat is drawn in a river horizontally
covers the length of the painting. The Basuki, king of
serpents’ is mostly drawn as a spring like line in yellow

and red colour.
Nag Panchami

Nag-panchami is performed all over Chhattis-
garh on the fifth day of the bright fortnight in the month
of Sawan. In this vow, the housewife worships the sym-
bolic painting of a Nag devta (god of serpent) to satisfy
the god and his benediction. On the wall of the kitchen
or granary, seven or nine curl lines are drawn like snake
with cow dung as a symbolic motif of Nag devta. Some
where the snake motif or couple of snake is drawn on the
wall composed with a milk cup. Women very simply

draw these motifs with cow dung with their fingers.
Diwali

Diwali is a grand festival, performed all over
India on the new moon night of the month of Kartika.
Varieties of folk art forms are created in this Diwali in
Chhattisgarh: Mural paintings are drawn on the wall of
the house in all the rural areas look very colourful such
as a gallery is.exhibited in all the colourful paintings.

Mostly outer wall of the house is painted with
various motifs by the women. Broom made from bough
of the date palm, cloth bundle, pam and fingers are used
for drawing these paintings. All women of the family,
neighbours and relatives draw these paintings in group
co-operate with each other. Paintings are drawn step by
step towards top to bottom. Gerumitti, chuimitti, pilimit-
ti, kalimitti are collected on earth from long before of
Diwali. Only blue colour is brought from market. Black
colour is prepared from inner black particle of the used
battery.

Variety types of geometrical forms like triangle,
rectangle, circle, half circle are composed and flat col-
ours are used for fill up it. These paintings look like a
row of human figure, fort or palaces, hill, mountain and
a row of trees. Colours are applied flatly and part by part
from light to dark towards top to bottom.




In this Diwali festival, the housewife draws
chuk, diagram on the cowdung smeared floor. Mostly
colour powders are brought from market to make these
diagrams. But in the interior villages, women collect the
colour powders from nature. They prepare red colour
from grind the brick or tile. Yellow from turmeric pow-
der, green is prepared from the powder of dried leafs,
white from chuimitti, black from wood carbon. General-
ly variety type of flowers and creepers are drawn and

some where Sita-chuk is also drawn.

For the purpose of Diwali, the potter make many
type of ritual sculptures. Generally the mud lamp is pre-
pared by them and faired it in the furnace for lighting in
the night of Diwali. Besides this terracotta lamp Lakshmi
-diya, rukha-diya, sua-diya, gwalin are made by the pot-
ter. Lakshmi-diya looks like an image of goddess, having
six inch to fifteen inch in height. An image made on clay
with the help of dice and the top of the image five, seven
or nine small lamps are fixed for lighting. Sua-diya is
prepared on clay as a form of parrot is fixed on a stand
and a lamp is made on the head of it. Rukha-diya is
made as a female form having a stem of tree in lower
part with a lamp on the head of the-female. The potter
prepares these forms on clay and theseare not fired in
furnace but it is dried. After that a primer-of chuimitti is
applied on it and earthen colours are used to paint. The
women and girls of the potter’s family colour these
forms with the brush and brush is prepare to fix cotton

with a stick.

Gobardhan Puja

Gobardhan puja is celebrated on the next day of
Diwali by the people of Raut or Yadav caste all over
Chhattisgarh. Gobardhan image is made in the centre
place of the village or in front of the shrine of village
deity on cow dung. This image is the symbolic represen-
tation of lord Krishna, in some places two images are
made as Krishna and Balarama. This image is made on
relief style on the surface of the field with cow dung.
After worship, bullocks wound this image. People col-

lect cow dung from this image and put the tip on the

forehead and give affectionate hug to each other.

The people of Raut or Yadav caste dance with
the beat of nangada and dholok reciting the Krishna
doggerel. This dance is called Rout-nacha. They tie a
turban on the head decorated with peacock’s train and
hold a stick or flute on the hand. Cowherds of Raut caste
make the artistic neck-belt named suhai for cows and
bullocks. They prepare suhai in peacock’s train or made
in rope. The cowries are fixed on the suhai for beautifi-
cation. Cowherd worships the cow and cattle then tie the
suhai on their neck.

In the day of Gobardnan puja cowgirls, draw
hatha painting all over the houses of village on the walls
of greenery, cowshed and the shrine of house deity. Ha-
tha is the symbolic representation of prosperity. This
form is made to compose with line, triangle and square.
The cowgirl worships hatha painting with the use of ver-
miliontip.

In this.day villagers worship the image of Goura
- Gouri,lord Shiva and Parvati for welfare of the village.
They make the symbolic form of Goura-Gouri with
clay. The potter also-makes the image of Goura- Gouri,
paintediwith colour-and sells it to the villagers. After

wortship, theimage’is abandoned in the water.

Kamarchhat

Kamarchhat vrata is observed by the women for
the protection, welfare, and long life of her children.
This is observed in the sixth day of New moon fortnight
of the month of Bhada. In this day housewife smear the
wall with buffalo-dung and a relief painting is done with
buffalo-dung on which rice paste and turmeric past is
used. The painting is decorated with the use of vermilion
and collyrium tip. Face of a goddess is drawn on top of a
rectangle and it is divided in to four parts. Between these
four rectangles painting of a child, swastik, charki a type
of playing element, top, bati (marble balls) are painted,
creepers and flowers are painted on the side of the main
rectangle. The bottom of the main rectangle two-foot
form is painted. Women make Nadiya beila and symbol-
ic form of the playing element for the children like top,

bati, charki in mud for worship.




Devuthani Akadashi

Devuthani akadashi is observed on 11th day of
fullmoon of the month of Kartika. This is also called
Jethoni or Tulsi-bibaha. Tulsi-bibaha means the mar-
riage ceremony of basil plant with lord Vishnu. The mar-
ried women performe this vow for good fortune and long
life of their husband. This vow is observed at the plat-
form of basil plant.

In the evening, women draw a chuk, diagram on
the cow dung smeared floor near the platform of basil
plant. Between a rectangular diagram house hold materi-
als like cauldron, pitcher, chopper, tongs, spoon, skim-
mer, basket, kitchen knife, leader are drawn with rice
flour or rice paste. Some places women observe-this vow

to gather in one place and worship the basil plant:

Pitarpakshya (Pitrumokhya Amavasya)

Pitrpakshya is observed all over Chhattisgarh in
the month of Aashina all the fifteenday of starting after
full moon night up to new moon for-the memory of their
ancestors. Early in the morning housewife cleans and
smears the house with cow-dung’ In‘front of the door, of
house or kitchen, she has drawn a diagram on the
smeared floor with rice flour. This floor. painting is
drawn in a square like form composed with’four lines
and some divisions are made between them. These dia-
grams are the symbolic representation of the house for
the ancestor. Early in the morning all the fifteen-days the
housewife puts a pot full of water and a tooth stick on
the diagram for the ancestor. In addition, the day of new

moon night the family performs oblation on this diagram

Aghan Gurubar

Aghan gurubar is observed every Thursday in
the month of Aghan. Aghan month is also known as
Margashira. Housewives observe fasting and worship
the goddess Lakshmi and draw the diagram with rice
past on the floor. On the day before Aghan Gurubar i.c.
Wednesday, the walls and floors of all the houses in

Chhattisgarh are smeared with colourful soil and cow

dung. On that night, the women and girls paint different
motifs, and diagrams with rice paste or the paste of
chuimitti on the floor and wall of the house. Lotus the
favourite flower of goddess Lakshmi is painted in many
styles. The most important motif, the footprints of god-
dess Lakshmi is drawn composed of all diagrams, flow-
ers, creepers and a chain-like motif drawn on the floor of
the house door and continued towards the shrine of
house deity. The lotus motif is drawn near the base of
the basil plant, in front of the shrine of house deity and
near the granary. Housewives worship the goddess by
offering sweets, fruit and bow-down with lightened a

lamp.

Akti

Akti is related to the marriage ceremony. This is
observed. on the third day of the bright fortnight of the
month of' Baisakha. This day is also called Akhyatij.
They bring the image of gudda-gudia from the potter
and perform'a marriage ceremony near the base of the
basil plant. The potter makes gudda-gudia images in the
mud with the-help of'a potter wheel, approximately five
to ten inches in height. The face nose, mouth, ear, and
eyes, are separately fixed. Hands are projected on both
sides of the image. In the gudia image breasts are made
with small beads of clay. These images are made to-
wards~the- upper part of the wrist and the lower part

looks like a stand and no legs are made.
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The concept of the female in Hinduism presents
an important duality, on one hand, the woman is fertile,
benevolent, and bestowed, on the other, she is aggres-
sive, malevolent, and the destroyer. Two facets of fe-
maleness relating to this duality, perhaps provide a cul-
tural logic to it. The female is first of all “‘Sakti’ (energy/
power), the emerging power of the universe. The female
is also ‘Prakriti’ (nature) the undifferentiated matter of
the universe.1

Women can be compared with. nature.
Nature changes with the change of seasons. Similarly,
the nature of a woman also changes. The woman’s body
changes according to the seasonal-changes. Woman’s
body is related in many ways to the seasons. Sakzi has a
negative aspect, which means destruction. Hence we can
say woman is the base and centre of all power. Creation
is impossible without power or Sakti. And so society
always depends on women. In folk tradition, the dual
character of the Hindu female emerges definitely and is
seen most clearly in the roles of wife (good, benevolent,
dutiful, and controlled) and mother (fertile but uncon-
trolled).

A common metaphor is that the woman
is the field or earth into which a man puts his seed. “By
the sacred tradition, the woman is declared to be the soil,
the man is declared to be the seed, the production of all
corporeal beings takes place through the union of the
soil with the seed”.2

Field or earth also symbolises the facet

of feminineness. Nature creates, nourishes and destroys.
Similarly a woman also creates, nourishes and if needed
destroys. She always prefers to be a mother to prove her
fertility and feminity. She nourishes her child with milk
from her breasts, takes good care of her child and teach-
es her child how to walk, speak and eat. In the process
the quality of tolerance is developed in her. Therefore
we draw- parallels. between a woman and the earth.
Mother is a mother and the earth is our mother too.
Participation in ritual activities, ceremo-
nies and festivals to-propitiate nature brings happiness
and a sense of fulfilment to most of the women folk.
Women arexby nature believers in the supernatural.
Therefore they get associated with the mythological be-
liefs, spiritual incidents and supernatural stories. They
seek the blessings of the god with beliefs in the goodness
of life of their husband and children and also for acquir-
ing wealth. Women are at the centre of folk tradition.
The creators of folk art are mostly the village women.
The involvement of women in folk tales, folk songs, folk
art etc. is accepted by all. The woman is also the centre
of the family. When the man is busy in his profession
outside his home, woman stays inside and looks after the
children, decorates the house, cooks food. In her daily
activities, she expresses herself artistically. Each of her
activities; by it drawing water from the well, or fetching
water from the pond is an expression of grace when she
cleans the house, white washes the walls, paints pictures,

she is at her best.




The representation of new, unique, simple and
lively folk arts in festivals, ceremonies, fairs, vows, mar-
riages, thread ceremonies and rituals are done by the
women only. The housewife prepares betel, anoints her
own body, combs her hair, and applies cosmetic as a part
of her daily make up. She cleans front of her house,
draws a diagram, cleans the hearth and applies painted
motifs, prepares the dining area and lays the plate- all
these are considered art.

At different stages of life, a variety of samskaras
(ritual ceremonies) are performed and in them the role
and the status of a woman both in home and at the socie-
ty is of importance. From birth till death in all cases, she
is an important factor in the performances.3

Woman in her happiness, and sorrow,
understands and experiences life and carries the folk tra-
dition with her. Starting from young:-to, the old, women
are involved in the vow ceremonies. Although men take
part, they normally remain outside-and help in organis-
ing and financing.

Women observe vows for the welfare of
their husbands and to win over the hearts-of their hus-
bands. At the time of marriage some esoteric rituals are
done in order to capture the minds of the husbands. But
the vows done by the girls for the welfare of their par-
ents, brothers and sisters are not filled with esoteric
deeds but only are filled with the love and simplicity of
the girls towards their family.4

There is a wide space for imagination in the folk
tradition. Folk stories progress by imaginative descrip-
tion. These stories are orally described. The chief narra-
tor of a folk tales is always a woman who tells the story
to a group of women keeping vow. In the vrata, an elder-
ly woman narrates the story. The language of the story is
simple and effective. It is told in an impressive way.

The village women rigidly follow rules and reg-

ulations of the society. They express their creative feei—
ings inside their houses but an urban woman is more
independent compared to the rural woman. She has her
own problems in life to deal with. Due to several re-
strictions, the urban woman is not free like her counter-
part in the village. A rural woman strengthens the family
relations and succeeds to unite a big family where as an
urban woman has accepted a small family. Basic func-
tions remain the same, only the relationships are short-
ened. The role of the woman is quite acceptable in the
awakening and development of folk tradition.

A little girl listens to different stories from her
grandmother and remembers and then transmits to the
next generation. She performs vows in her young age for
a handsome ‘husband and a bright future. She learns how
to draw digrams:with rice paste and how to cook differ-
ent foodsitems;’ she also learn songs related with the
vows. She learns parting songs or weeping song from
her family members-and sings it at the time of going to
her in-law’s house.

Women are the creators of folk songs
and folk stories. They create, perform and teach this art.
Anold-lady tells stories to her grandchildren and enter-
tains them. She encourages the other women of the fami-
ly to follow the tradition. She awakens to the tradition
through experiences of her life. So, in this type of flow,
the women specially preserve the folk tales. A mother
entertains her baby by singing children’s songs. Then
after some time, the child hears stories from her grand-
mother. In this way, the child learns the stories and
songs and develops a creative mind.

Since ancient days women mainly decorate their
body with different cosmetics and other materials pre-
pared by them. They colour their lips, eyelids, cheeks,
palms, feet etc. and enjoy themselves at such artistic

decorations. These simply exhibit the artistic tempera-




ment of the women and their greater fascination for
looking beautiful and charming.

It is true that women decorate different parts of
their bodies mainly to look attractive and influence their
male-counterparts. This art is handed down from genera-
tion to generation with a little change.

The use of turmeric paste mixed with
butter by the women folk does not merely aim at fair
complexion, but prevent their skin from the attack of
different diseases. It is believed that vermilion on the
forehead is the most valuable property of a married
woman. The women use collyrium on their eyes for
beauty. It enhances their facial beauty and brings more
brightness to the eye. The tradition of dyeing the palms
and painting the feet with red lacquer is.quite popular
among women.

Women chiefly do_tattooing. It is con-
sidered a sacred task and such a task can only be com-
pleted by a woman. Women are the symbol of mother-
hood. The women consider their status of metherhood as
the symbol of fortune. A lady with more.of these designs
on her body receives more admiration and .appreciation
from others. This tradition of tattoo is related with differ-
ent beliefs and expectations. It is considered to be the
signs of purity, development in a family. It is even be-
lieved that a lady with these sacred designs on her body
gives birth to very noble, honest and good babies. How-
ever this design is made on the body of a woman only
after the completion of the period of menstruation. 5

The originator of the tattoo tradition is chiefly
the woman of Kela community who wanders like gyp-
sies. These women move village to village and make
tattoos while singing folk songs to enchant their custom-
ers. The songs are purely based upon the merits and ad-
vantages of tattoo on the body of women. The songs

they sang are also composed by themselves. Now this

tradition is gradually vanishing by the influence of tﬁe
modern way of body decorations. But the tattoo could be
seen on the body of old women folk even now a days.

Spontaneity is the natural flow and has similari-
ties with nature. The seasonal changes happen spontane-
ously in the nature. The body of a woman undergoes
changes according to the change of season. Similarly,
spontaneity in a human being occurs.

Rules are not specified in the representa-
tion of folk art although particular methodologies and
mannerism are followed. A person learns it traditionally
from elderly women in a family. They learn them casual-
ly.while watching others draw and paint. This is a simple
exploration of a vast world full of folk motifs and picto-
grams. However a woman is free to alter a motif, add
certain things she liked and take out drawings she did
not like. A girl or a married woman makes her life grace-
fuliand employable by taking recourse to folk art practic-
es.

Understanding spontaneity will entail
the study of thetlife patterns of the village women, the
ways of colour, form and the texture, which assumes
shapes‘and meaning for native and the transformation of
the plastic materials into more than what they were be-
fore being metamorphosed by their hand and heart.6

Then the girl gets married and observes many
vows and fasting for her husband. To strengthen the
family relations, to please her husband and his family, a
woman has a big responsibility. She respects her elders,
treats the guests and relatives respectfully and also has
the responsibilities to perform the vows, rituals and festi-
vals.

In Indian folk society, all forms of folk arts is
traditionally transferred to their next generation. These
are practised freely, without any objection in the society.

Within the broad parameters changes are done and are
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accepted by the people. The environment in and around
the village is changing with time. The changes are so-
cial, economic as well as political. The impression of
these changes falls on folk art so it is also changing and

it is obviously possible.
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