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Sambeda Sambeekshyana is a quarterly
magazine based on tribal life, literature,
and culture.
Hence, no creative writings (story, poet-
ry, novel, translation, or drama Etc.) are
accepted.

This magazine is intended for tribal-
related research, tribal book reviews, in-
terviews with tribal researchers or folk-
lore experts, and tribal myth-based narra-
tives.

The magazine is solely meant for origi-
nal analytical articles. Articles published
elsewhere will not be accepted.
Submissions will only be accepted in
Unicode fonts (Odia or Alchiki script)
and Microsoft Word file format.

The font must be in Odia Kalinga script.
For English, it should be written in
Times New Roman font.

The article title should be in 16pt bold,
the author's name in 13pt bold, and their
address in 1Ipt font. The main article
content must be in 12pt font. If subhead-

ings are included, they must be in 12pt
bold.

This is a non-remunerative publication
platform, and articles will only be pub-
lished after approval from the reviewers
and editorial board.

Since the magazine is published quarter-
ly, contributors are requested to wait up
to six months post-submission. During
this period, the submitted article should
not be sent to any other magazine.

It is mandatory to include a consent letter
from the author permitting the article's
publication. Submissions without this
will not be accepted.

-Editorial Board
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e Soul of the Soil: The Tribes of Odisha by Dr. Bhagyalipi Malla—A comprehensive overview of Odisha's
tribes, their traditions, and lifestyles.

e Tribes of Orissa (various authors, Tribal Digital Document Repository)—Offers a broad introduction to
the tribal traditions, development, and customs of Odisha.

e Odisha Tribes and Culture—A book covering the various tribes in Odisha, their traditions, and cultural
contributions.

e Photo Handbooks on Tribes of Odisha (SCSTRTI Odisha)—Photo-rich handbooks on different tribes,
ideal for visual understanding of their customs
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|ABSTRACT: l

: This world has over 7,168 unique languages, with 43% at risk of being endangered:

land many more lost before being documented. Languages are not just tools of communica- |
Ition but a medium of transmission of years old tradition, culture and values. Languages !
thave evolved through sounds, drawings, oral words, written sentences to machine lan-
Iguage but the reason for such evolution stems from necessity. One such unique llngulstlcl
I form is the whistled speech. There are around 80 recorded whistle languages in the world, !
jout of which many are on the verge of extinction. Researchers have been trying to under—
Istand these languages but many still remain unheard. I
| This paper studies the different kinds of documented whistle languages around the!
(world with special focus on Silbo Gomero (Spain), Hmong (China, Vietnam, Laos),|
| Chinantec (Mexico), Mbend]ele (Congo), Piraha (Brazil), and Jingrwai lawebei (Ind1a)|
:and the reason for their rise and decline after modernisation. |
| Content analysis approach was used to examine different whistle languages and their im- |

:portance in understanding linguistic evolution. Their preservation is essential, not only for:

| cultural heritage but also for understanding human communication beyond conventional |
speech.

INTRODUCTION:

Before technology took over every mind on this planet Earth, when texting and call-
ing was not known to humankind, communication evolved through necessity. With over
7,168 languages, people have found modes of communication which suited their needs,
from Hieroglyphs to Machine language, we have been successful in communicating our
emotions. But how does one develop a set of language which everyone in their community
is able to understand? How did humans realise communication was also possible through
written words and not just drawings or oral words? How did people attribute certain sounds
to certain alphabets, and meaning to words, what logical reasoning was put behind creating
those? Why is a ‘chair’ called a ‘chair’ and not an ‘umbrella’ or a ‘nose’? How did this hu-
mankind with so similar biological features throughout the world felt the need to develop
different kinds of languages?

Silbo Gomero:

Several questions arise when one thinks about the history of languages and how
many of them have already gone extinct. One such language which was revived from the
brink of extinction is ‘Silbo Gomero’ of La Gomera island in Spain. This particular lan-
guage is neither written nor spoken in its true sense, it is a whistle language consisting of
just 6 differentiating sounds, including 2 whistles for vowels and 4 for consonants. Whis-
tlers elongate or shorten the sounds to mimic words. Its history goes back to at least 1402,



= d“uulqng the Spanish conquest of the Canary islands. A DNA report published by La Laguna

University in 2019, shows that the early inhabitants of La Gomera, the Guanches, were ac-
tually related to Berbers or also known as Amazigh. These indigenous people lived in North
African regions about 3000 years ago and were known to communicate through whistles.
This whistle language survived only in one other island in the Canaries, E/ Hierro, where it
is still used amongst elderly residents.

But what makes Silbo Gomero so important? The answer is quite simple, necessity. La
Gomera’s demanding terrain with deep ravines makes travelling difficult and time consum-
ing, but this whistle language allowed locals to pass on crucial messages to several kilome-
ters away by changing the pitch of the whistle and creating a piercing sound. Locals can an-
nounce events, warning of impending danger, death of someone, etc without travelling so
much. In the 1950s Silbo Gomero became so popular among locals that farmers would
stand in long queues, waiting to send instructions across valleys. During the 1960s-70s as
most agricultural lands were abandoned in search of jobs in the city, the whistling language
too left with them. By the 1990s, modern technology and new roads were introduced due to
which the ‘necessity’ to use whistle language died. But due to people like Eugenio Darias,
who is a 70 year old teacher in La Gomera, this language was introduced as a compulsory
subject in schools from 1999, because of which almost all 22,000 residents of the island can
understand the whistling language alongside their mother tongue of Canarian Spanish. In
2009, Silbo Gomero was also officially declared an ‘Intangible Cultural Heritage’ by
UNESCO.

Chinantec:

Another language similar to Silbo Gomero is Chinantec whistle language from Mexico,
comprising 7 tones. It is used by people of San Pedro Sochiapam, a small village in Mexico.
Through this language people can whistle whatever they want and the sound carries it
across canyons better than a shout, which allows people to make plans, negotiate, and chat
without even saying a word. It can also convey past, and future tense and can be understood
at distances up to 1 km and can also travel further when whistled through the Sierra Madre
mountain range to reach a recipient. But just like Silbo Gomero, there is a steep decline of
this whistle language due to rising modernisation.

Mbendjele:

In northern Congo-Brazzaville and southern Central African Republic, lives a group of
hunter-gatherers called Mbendjele Yaka or Mbendjele Pygmies. This tribe of Pygmy people
is known for their unusually short height, the term ‘Pygmyism’ is used to describe the short
stature (not related to dwarfism) in which the average height of adult men is less than
150cm (4ft 11in). Apart from their unique physical features, the main highlight is their
whistle song. Their lives depend on forests, and thus as they go on for hunting and gather-
ing, they are hypersensitive to sounds around them. Children to elders, react instantly to a
crack or even a low grumble, they would even stand on one leg if necessary, silent and mo-
tionless. This tribe communicates not just with words but goes beyond that, with sounds
strung together to convey meaning, Mbendjele developed this specific style of communica-
tion for one reason only, ‘necessity’. They combine sounds, hand signals, whistles, signs,
ideophones, gestures, expletives, animal sounds, environmental sounds, and vocabulary
from different languages sometimes into a single speech act. This not only helps us appreci-
ate this diverse language but also helps us understand the importance of this language while
hunting in deep forests where using this language could have saved their lives. In
Mbendjele, "Ya miso minai," or "speech of four eyes," is the most private and constrained
speaking pattern. This kind of discourse is only used between two people and is the recom-



~“mended method for discussing delicate, private, secret, and significant topics. When narrat-
ing their day, Mbendjele takes delight in accurately imitating the sounds seen in the forest.
They can interact with others they wish to maintain social relationships with by using
Mbendjele, an open and versatile communicative tool that mimics any other language or
meaningful noises and movements.

Piraha:

Another group of hunters-gatherers called Piraha (or locally known as Hi’aiti’ihi’) from
Brazil’s Amazon rainforest have to their credit one of the world’s strangest languages. With
only a few hundred speakers, the language of this tribe has baffled linguists. One of the
strangest things about this language is that there is no concept of numbers, only abstract
quantities like ‘some’, ‘more’, etc but not finite like ‘one’, ‘two’ they don’t even have
words to describe colour. Members of this tribe can whistle their language, which 1s how
they communicate while hunting in the jungle. This language is known to have only 7 con-
sonants and 3 vowel sounds. Their language has no descriptive words,no subordinate claus-
es, no numbers, no clear concept of time, only 3 pronouns which makes their language one
of the strangest languages in the world.

Hmong:

The Hmong, from areas like China, Vietnam, and Laos are known to communicate over
great distances by using their mouth and fingers to whistle love songs, laments, and appeals
to the spirit world. They also utilize bamboo flutes, leaves, and a traditional instrument
called a Qeej. Herders, hunters, and farmers used this combination of speech and music to
communicate with one another; their language is as beautiful as listening to birdsong. The
Romanized Popular Alphabet is the written form of the Hmong language that was formal-
1zed between 1951 and 1953 by a team of missionaries and Hmong advisors.

Jingrwai lawebei:

But to know about the uniqueness of such languages one doesn’t have to travel away places,

in Kongthong Vlllage of Meghalaya India, we can find a more than 500 year old tradition of
Jingrwai lawebei i.e. naming children with melodies, ‘Jingrwai’ translates to melody sung
in honour of the ancestors or the 1st mother of the clan (iawbei) or also known as “whistling
lullaby”. Residents of this village have 3 names: a regular name, a distinct melody & a short
melody which is more like a nickname. Each newborn is assigned a melody at birth by their
mother, this tune becomes their identity for life and once a person dies their melody dies
with them, never to be repeated. Now, a question may arise in one’s mind regarding the
‘necessity’ of such tradition. In the past, these melodies were used to track one another in
forests while hunting, along with that it is also believed to ward off evil spirits. Some might
consider it superstitious, but even this belief has a reason behind it. People of this village
believe that bad spirits which dwell in the forests cannot distinguish between melodies and
animal sounds, thus sparing them. And since these melodies sound like whistles, Kongthong
village is also known as “The Whistling Village”. Though one might not find many whis-
tling languages in India, another one worth mentioning is the whistling language of the Ku-
rumba tribe of the Nilgiri Hills of Kerala, Karnataka, and Tamil Nadu. Unlike Silbo
Gomero or Hmong, this is not a fully developed language. The whistling language of this
tribe 1s primarily used for communication while hunting in deep jungles.

CONCLUSION:

Silbo Gomero was saved from extinction, but not all whistle languages have been that fortu-
nate. Though there is no exact record of whistle languages which have gone extinct, lin-
guists estimate that many have disappeared over the past century due to many factors such



=~as modernisation, introduction of technology, migration, spread of dominant languages, etc.
Languages like Mazatec from Mexico, Aas of France, Basque from Spain/France, Kuskoy
and Kus Dili, also known as the “bird language” from Turkey, Sfyria from Greece, Kicka-
poo of Texas and Mexico, and many more are rarely used and if not preserved, may com-
pletely disappear. These languages were mostly developed by traditional cultures that live in
rugged, mountainous terrain, or dense forest, where ordinary speech doesn’t carry far
enough. Skilled whistler can reach 120 decibels, which is even louder than a car horn, with
a frequency range of 1-4 KHz, which is above the pitch of most ambient noise.

Linguist Julien Meyer of the French National Research Center, notes that approximately 80
whistled languages have been documented worldwide with about half having been recorded
or studied. Which again makes us wonder about the number of languages which disap-
peared before we could get a chance to document them.
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| ABSTRACT: |
' |
I

them, the Santal artistic heritage is not only little known but also reveals deeply existential :

imperatives through its mythology and history. The purpose of this paper has been two—fold:

— firstly, to systematically list and classify Santal visual culture as comprehensively as pos- :

Isible, and secondly, to understand this culture through more complex, collective subjectivi- :
Ities. These subjectivities were shaped primarily by the cultural memory of the tribe, thelr:

I migratory past, and their turbulent relationship with the colonial state. This paper considers :

Imultiple forms of Banam to understand the myth, tradition, and culture of the Santals. The:
I
lemphasis is on the key artifact that embodies their philosophy — the fiddle (Banam). The:

I
Ipresent paper tries to analyse the myth and tradition of Banam instruments in Santali cul-:
I

INTRODUCTION:
The Santals, one of the largest tribal communities in India, have established a rich

cultural heritage over centuries. Their presence spans across the eastern states of Jharkhand,
West Bengal, Odisha, and parts of Bihar. With a population of approximately 7.4 million,
they represent a significant portion of India's tribal demography. The Santals have preserved
their distinctive identity through various cultural expressions, including music, dance, art,
and oral traditions. Among these expressions, the Banam—a traditional string instrument
(Baski 12) —holds a special place in Santali culture, representing not just a musical instru-
ment but a sacred artifact embodying spiritual beliefs, ancestral connections, and cultural
identity.

This research paper explores the profound significance of the Banam in Santali cul-
ture, examining its mythological origins, traditional craftsmanship, symbolic representa-
tions, and its role in preserving Santali cultural identity amidst modernisation and globalisa-

tion. By understanding the multifaceted nature of the Banam, we gain insights into the com-



‘“‘"’Vplex interrelationship between material culture, spiritual beliefs, and collective identity

among the Santals.

fig.1(Banam)

The Banam serves as a cultural repository, embodying the Santals' philosophical un-
derstanding of life, death, and the cosmos. Its anthropomorphic design, often featuring hu-
man or animal figures, reflects the Santals' animistic worldview and their intimate connec-
tion with nature. Moreover, the instrument's presence in various rituals and ceremonies un-
derscores its role as a mediator between the physical and spiritual realms. The Banam, al-
ways depicted in a female form but exclusively played by men, represents the intricate man-
nature relationship. Crafted from a single wooden log, typically from the Gulanj; Baha or
gula cin tree, this instrument is not merely an artifact but a symbolic extension of Santal
cosmology (Avijit 65).

This study aims to contribute to the growing body of literature on indigenous cultural
practices and their significance in contemporary society. By focusing on the Banam, the
present study hope to shed light on how traditional artifacts continue to serve as important

vectors of cultural transmission and identity affirmation in an increasingly globalised world.

Historical Context of the Santal People

The Santals belong to the Austro-Asiatic linguistic family, suggesting their distant or-
igins in Southeast Asia. Historical records and oral traditions indicate that the Santals mi-
grated from the Chota Nagpur plateau region, gradually settling across eastern India. Their
migration narratives, preserved through oral traditions, speak of a long journey from "Hihiri
Pipir1," believed to be somewhere in central India, to their current habitations (Mohapatra
115).



sions, including their musical traditions. The Banam, as a portable instrument, accompanied
the Santals during their migrations, serving as a cultural anchor that helped maintain their
identity throughout their journeys and settlements in new territories.

Colonial Encounters and Cultural Resistance

The British colonial period marked a significant turning point in Santal history. The
introduction of the Permanent Settlement Act of 1793 led to the exploitation of Santal lands
by non-Adivasi landlords and moneylenders. This exploitation culminated in the Santal Re-
bellion of 1855-56, also known as the Santal Hul, led by the brothers Sidhu and Kanhu
Murmu. This uprising represents one of the earliest Adivadsi rebellions against colonial rule
in India.

During this period of political and social upheaval, cultural expressions, including
music and the Banam, became instruments of resistance and cultural assertion. The Banam
featured prominently in gatherings where stories of resistance were shared, and community
solidarity was reinforced. Songs played on the Banam often contained coded messages of
resistance, making it not just an artistic medium but also a political one.

The colonial encounter also led to the first ethnographic documentation of Santal cul-
ture by missionaries and colonial administrators. While these early accounts often contained
biases and misinterpretations, they nonetheless provide valuable historical records of Santal

cultural practices, including the use of the Banam in various contexts.

Post-Independence Challenges and Cultural Preservation

After India's independence in 1947, the Santals faced new challenges related to de-
velopment, displacement, and cultural preservation. Large-scale development projects, such
as dams and mining operations, often led to the displacement of Santal communities from
their ancestral lands. This displacement threatened not only their livelihoods but also their
cultural practices, including the making and playing of the Banam.

In response to these challenges, various cultural revival movements emerged among
the Santals. These movements emphasised the importance of preserving traditional practic-
es, including music, dance, and craftsmanship. The Banam, as a symbol of Santal identity,
became a focal point in these cultural preservation efforts. Organisations like the Ghosal-
danga Bishnubati Adibasi Trust have played a crucial role in documenting and preserving

the tradition of Banam making and playing.



The Banam: Types and Construction

The Banam exists in several variations, each with its distinct characteristics and con-

texts of use. The main types include:

Dhodro Banam (Hollow Banam): This is the most common type, characterised by a
hollow, anthropomorphic body carved from a single piece of wood. The Dhodro
Banam typically has one string and is played with a bow. Its sound is resonant and
haunting, making it suitable for both solo performances and accompaniment to narra-
tive songs. It is closely related to the Sarinda and Sarangi, featuring a skin-covered
resonator and played with a bow (Mohapatra 45). These Banams often display elabo-
rate anthropomorphic and zoomorphic carvings, reflecting Santal mythology and

spirituality (Toppo 78).

fig. 2 (Dhodro fig.3 (Huka
Banam)

alamy

fig.4 (Kendri Banam) fig.5 (Phet Banam)

Huka Banam: Named after its resemblance to a smoking pipe (huka), this type has a

smaller resonating chamber and produces a higher-pitched sound. It is often used in




more intimate settings and personal expressions.

Phet Banam: This variant features a coconut shell as its resonating chamber, creating a
distinctive timbre. The Phet Banam is particularly associated with certain religious
ceremonies and is considered to have special spiritual properties.

Kendri Banam: A more elaborate version with multiple strings (usually three to five),
the Kendri Banam shows possible influences from other regional string instruments.
It is typically used in more complex musical compositions and by more skilled musi-
cians.

Each type of Banam serves specific social and ritual functions, reflecting the versatility

and adaptability of Santal musical traditions.

Construction Process and Materials
The construction of a Banam is a sacred process that follows traditional methods

passed down through generations. The primary material used is wood, typically from trees

considered sacred by the Santals, such as the gamhar (Gmelina arborea) or mango tree. The
selection of wood is a crucial step, accompanied by rituals to honour the spirit of the tree.
The construction process involves the following steps:

Selection and preparation of wood: A suitable piece of wood is selected, usually from
a branch with natural curvature. The wood is dried for several months to ensure sta-
bility.

Carving: The wood is carved into the desired shape, often incorporating anthropo-
morphic features such as a human head, torso, and limbs. The carving is done with
traditional tools and requires considerable skill and knowledge of both woodworking
and Santal iconography.

Hollowing: The body of the Banam is hollowed out to create a resonating chamber. This
is a delicate process that requires precision to ensure the right acoustic properties.

String attachment: A single string (traditionally made from animal gut, though metal
strings are now common) is stretched across the length of the instrument, from the
head to the lower end.

Finishing: The instrument is polished with natural oils and sometimes decorated with
pigments derived from minerals or plants.

Throughout the construction process, the maker observes various taboos and rituals, re-

flecting the sacred nature of the Banam. For instance, certain phases of the moon are con-

sidered auspicious for beginning the carving process, and specific prayers are recited during

critical stages of construction.



bolic. The human figure represented in the instrument is often associated with ancestral

spirits or deities, making the Banam a physical manifestation of the Santals' spiritual be-
liefs.

Mythology and Symbolism of the Banam

The Banam's creation is explained through various origin myths that provide insights
into Santal cosmology and values. One of the most prevalent myths narrates how the first
Banam was created by a young man mourning the death of his beloved. According to this
myth, the young man was so grief-stricken that he carved the image of his beloved into a
piece of wood, which miraculously began to produce sounds reminiscent of her voice when
he drew a bow across it. This myth emphasises themes of love, loss, and the transcendent
power of art to bridge the gap between the living and the dead. This myth highlights the
Banam’s symbolic role as a vessel of the human soul. Traditional Banams feature carved
figures of human faces, animals, and Bongas, reinforcing their spiritual significance
(UNESCO 102).

Another myth associates the Banam with Marang Buru, one of the principal deities in
Santal religion. According to this narrative, Marang Buru instructed the first Santal how to
make the Banam as a means of communicating with the spirit world. This myth underscores
the Banam's role as a conduit between the physical and spiritual realms.

These origin myths reflect the Santals' understanding of music as something that
transcends ordinary human experience, connecting them to both their ancestors and the di-
vine. The myths also highlight the emotional and spiritual dimensions of music in Santal
culture, portraying it as a means of expressing deep feelings and accessing higher realms of
consciousness.

Symbolic Representations of Banam

The anthropomorphic design of the Banam carries rich symbolic meanings. The hu-
man figure represented in the instrument is often gendered, with male and female forms
serving different ritual purposes. Female-figured Banams are often associated with fertility
rituals and ceremonies related to agricultural prosperity, while male-figured ones may be
used in hunting rituals or warrior traditions.

The Banam's body parts correspond to cosmic elements in Santal cosmology. The
head represents the sky or heavens, the torso symbolises the earth, and the lower parts are
associated with the underworld. This vertical organisation reflects the Santals' three-tiered

conception of the cosmos, with the Banam serving as an axis mundi that connects these



The single string of the traditional Banam is often interpreted as representing the
thread of life or the individual's journey through existence. The sound produced by the
string 1s believed to resonate with the ancestral spirits, who are thought to be present during
performances.

The decorative elements on the Banam, such as geometric patterns or animal motifs,
also carry symbolic significance. These patterns often represent celestial bodies, agricultural
cycles, or important animals in Santal folklore. The integration of these elements into
Banam's design reinforces its role as a repository of cultural knowledge and cosmological
understanding.

Ritual Significance of Banam

The Banam plays a crucial role in various Santal rituals and ceremonies. In funerary
rites, the Banam is played to guide the soul of the deceased to the ancestral realm. The
mournful sound of the instrument is believed to create a sonic pathway that the departing
soul can follow.

In seasonal festivals, particularly those related to agricultural cycles, the Banam fea-
tures prominently. During the Sohrai festival, which celebrates the harvest, Banam perfor-
mances accompany traditional dances and songs that express gratitude for agricultural abun-
dance.

The Banam also plays a significant role in marriage ceremonies, where it is used to
perform songs that narrate the mythological origins of marriage and provide guidance to the
newlyweds. In some regions, the Banam is played during the bride's journey to her new
home, symbolising her transition from one family to another.

In healing rituals conducted by Santal shamans (ojhas), the Banam may be used to
invoke beneficial spirits or to drive away malevolent ones. The instrument's sound is be-
lieved to have therapeutic properties, capable of restoring harmony to the afflicted individu-
al.

The Banam in Contemporary Santali Society

The tradition of Banam making and playing faces several challenges in contemporary
society. These challenges include:

Modernisation and changing musical preferences: Younger generations of Santals are
increasingly exposed to mainstream Indian and global music, often leading to a de-
crease in interest in traditional instruments like the Banam. Despite its cultural signif-

icance, Banam making and playing are in decline among Santals. Traditional



knowledge is at risk as younger generations prioritise modern education and enter-
tainment over ancestral customs (Kumar 112; World Bank 56). The allure of Bolly-

wood and contemporary music has led to diminished interest in learning the Banam.

Decline in traditional knowledge transmission: The traditional apprenticeship system
through which Banam-making skills were passed down is weakening as younger San-
tals pursue formal education and urban employment.

Scarcity of raw materials: Deforestation and environmental regulations have made it
difficult to obtain the specific types of wood traditionally used for Banam construc-
tion.

Economic pressures: The time-intensive process of Banam making is increasingly diffi-
cult to sustain economically, as craftsmen can earn more through other occupations.
Religious conversion: The adoption of Christianity or mainstream Hinduism by some
Santals has led to a decline in traditional rituals where the Banam played a central

role.

These challenges have contributed to a decline in the number of skilled Banam makers

and players, raising concerns about the future of this cultural tradition.

Revitalisation Efforts

In response to these challenges, various revitalisation efforts have emerged within and

outside the Santal community. These efforts include:

Documentation and research: Organisations like the Ghosaldanga Bishnubati Adibasi
Trust have undertaken comprehensive documentation of Banam-making techniques
and associated myths and rituals.

Educational programs: Some schools in Santal areas have introduced cultural educa-
tion programs that include teaching students about traditional instruments like the
Banam.

Cultural festivals: Annual festivals celebrating Santal culture often feature Banam per-
formances, raising awareness about the instrument and providing platforms for
skilled players.

Museum collections: Institutions like the Metropolitan Museum of Art have included
Banam specimens in their collections, contributing to international recognition of
Santal material culture.

Collaborations with contemporary musicians: Some Santal musicians have collabo-

rated with artists from other traditions, incorporating the Banam into fusion music



that appeals to broader audiences.

These revitalisation efforts aim to ensure the continued relevance of the Banam in con-
temporary Santal society while preserving its traditional significance.

The Banam in the Context of Globalisation

The process of globalisation has had complex effects on the Banam tradition. On one
hand, global cultural flows have exposed Santal communities to diverse musical traditions,
potentially diluting interest in traditional instruments like the Banam. On the other hand,
globalisation has created new opportunities for cultural expression and preservation.

The rise of cultural tourism has generated interest in authentic indigenous experienc-
es, including Santal music performances. This has created economic incentives for preserv-
ing traditional musical skills, including Banam playing. However, it has also raised con-
cerns about the commodification of sacred cultural practices.

Digital technologies have facilitated the documentation and sharing of Banam music
with global audiences. Online platforms allow Santal musicians to reach international lis-
teners, potentially generating new appreciation for their traditions. These technologies also
enable diaspora Santals to maintain connections with their cultural heritage.

International recognition of indigenous rights and cultural heritage has provided new
frameworks for advocating for the preservation of Santal traditions, including the Banam.
UNESCO's Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage, for instance,
provides a global platform for recognising and protecting traditions like Banam making and
playing.

Conclusion

The Banam stands as a remarkable embodiment of Santal cultural identity, weaving
together elements of mythology, spirituality, craftsmanship, and musical expression. Its an-
thropomorphic design, rich symbolic associations, and central role in rituals reveal the com-
plex worldview of the Santal people and their profound connection to their ancestral herit-
age.

As this paper has demonstrated, the Banam is far more than a musical instrument; it
is a cultural repository that encapsulates the Santals' understanding of life, death, and the
cosmos. The origin myths associated with the Banam reflect fundamental Santal values and
beliefs, while its use in various rituals reinforces community bonds and spiritual connec-
tions.

The challenges facing the Banam tradition in contemporary society—including mod-

ernisation, changing musical preferences, and economic pressures—highlight the broader



various revitalisation efforts underway, from documentation projects to educational initia-

tives and cultural festivals, offer hope for the continued relevance of the Banam in Santal
culture.

Future research on the Banam could explore its potential adaptations in contemporary
musical contexts, its role in identity formation among diaspora Santal communities, and
comparative studies with similar instruments from other indigenous traditions. Such re-
search would contribute to a deeper understanding of how traditional cultural expressions
evolve and persist in response to changing circumstances.

In conclusion, the Banam represents a living tradition that continues to evolve while
maintaining its core cultural significance. Its persistence in the face of modernisation and
globalisation testifies to the resilience of Santal culture and the enduring power of Indige-
nous knowledge systems. By recognising and supporting the cultural practices associated
with the Banam, we acknowledge the valuable contributions of indigenous communities to
our shared human heritage and affirm the importance of cultural diversity in our increasing-

ly interconnected world.
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