
 



 



ABRAHAM 

 

Abraham is the one person whom three major religions of 

the world, namely, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, venerate as 

the “Father of believers”. The God who reveals Himself in the 

Bible is called “The God of Abraham”. Jesus Christ is called “The 

Son of Abraham”. The Old Testament (especially Gen chs 12-22) 

depicts him as the Patriarch who risked everything for the Word 

of an unknown God. The New Testament sees him as the model 

of faith. 

In the life of Abraham two things stand out: 1. He was 

called by God with a promise; 2. Abraham responded to that call 

with total obedience. The promise of God contained three 

elements: 1. He will be the father of a great nation; 2. God will 



give the land of Canaan to his descendants; 3, all the nations of 

the earth will be blessed by his descendants. All these promises 

were oriented toward a distant future. Even though Abraham 

did not see them fulfilled, he believed that God would keep His 

word. 

The life of Abraham was a life guided by faith. This faith had 

to go through very painful and even agonizing tests. Three of 

them stand out with special relief: 1. He was asked to leave his 

home and homeland; 2. He was asked to send away his firstborn 

son, Ishmael, into the desert; 3. He was asked to sacrifice Isaac, 

the son of the promise, as a burnt offering. Abraham had to 

wander in foreign lands through unknown paths. He had to 

renounce the security of his past life and also the ‘hope’ of his 

future. He had only one thing to cling to: The word of God. 



Though not without internal conflict and agony, Abraham 

obeyed. He put his trust not in anything that he built up or 

acquired, but in God. He believed that the God who called him 

would give him protection. This faith was a leap in the dark, a 

total surrender to God. 

To an outsider, Abraham’s life might appear futile and 

foolish. He did not follow the path of ‘majority opinion’. He did 

not go after success in life. But this apparently foolish man 

stands at the beginning of the Salvation history. The story of 

Abraham and the meaning of his faith can be fully understood 

only in Jesus Christ, in whom the history of salvation finds its 

fulfillment. 

The God who called Abraham, calls each individual, you and 

me, with a special purpose. The success or failure of our lives 

will be ultimately measured by the response we give to that call. 



Sometimes, God may ask us to leave behind the security of 

home, career, and success and to enter upon unknown paths. It 

is the word of God that will guide us. Listening to and living 

according to that word is of utmost importance. We may have to 

die like Abraham without seeing the promise of God fulfilled. 

But we have the guarantee in Christ that the life of faith is not 

futile. True faith will be tested by the price we pay for it. 

  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Study Questions 

1. Who was Abraham’s Father? 
2. What were the promises God made to Abraham? 
3. Explain the reasons and circumstances of separation between  

Abraham and Lot. 
4. What is the lesson the Bible teaches through the destruction of 

Sodom? 
5. Illustrate with an example how God protected Abraham 
6. What were the three crucial tests Abraham had to go through? 
7. How did Abraham react when he was asked to sacrifice Isaac, his only 

son? 
8. How would you react if you were asked to give up what you treasure 

most? 
9. Abraham is the “Father of Believers”, Explain. 
10. What do you learn from the life of Abraham?  

Memorize:  “Have no fear, I am your Shield.  Bear yourself blameless in my presence” (Genesis 
15: 1).  



 


