
 



THE CHOSEN VESSEL 
During the first few years of the Church, the 

Gospel was proclaimed mainly among the Jews. 

On rare occasions, the Holy Spirit led Peter and 

Philip to baptize the gentiles. However, this 

was an exception to the general practice. This 

trend was changed by the emergence of Paul, 

the apostle of the gentiles. His activities are 

presented in the Acts of the Apostles from 

chapter 13 onwards. 



Luke gives great importance to the theme of 

“Journey” in his Gospel as well as in the Acts. 

He has presented the missionary activities of 

Paul in the framework of three journeys, two of 

which are depicted in this book, while the third 

one is described in the next book. The fourth 

and final journey was to Rome as a prisoner. 

As the apostles met with opposition and 

rejection from the part of the Jews, they 

turned to the gentiles. Wherever Paul went, 

first he approached the Jews and when they 



rejected him, he began to preach to the 

gentiles. Numerous gentiles believed in Jesus 

Christ and were baptized which in turn made 

the Jews jealous. In the Acts, of the Apostles 

we can see Jews constantly following Paul and 

trying to persuade the people to turn against 

him. 

Mass-conversion of the gentiles raised 

serious problems not only among the Jews but 

also among the members of the Church. Paul 

insisted that the gentiles must not be 



compelled to observe the Jewish Customs in 

order to become Christians. The Jewish 

Christians were adamant in their opposition to 

this policy. Finally, the dispute was settled in 

the Jerusalem Council, the first official meeting 

of the Church leaders. The Council decided that 

the gentiles should not be forced to observed 

Jewish laws and traditions. This gave new vigor 

and impetus to the apostles, in particular to 

Paul, to continue the missionary activities 



among the gentiles. Miraculous cures further 

helped the evangelization. 

The Holy Spirit revealed to the Church 

leaders that people can become Christians 

without changing their culture and becoming 

Jews. Holding on to the irrelevant traditions 

and empty rituals as well as imposing foreign 

cultures are detrimental to the Christian spirit. 

The “Good News” is the salvation attained 

through Jesus Christ, not the observance of 

Jewish customs and traditions. 



Inspired by the words of Jesus to go to 

another town when persecuted in one, the 

Apostles went from place to place, proclaiming 

the Gospel. The Church that was born from and 

brought up by the blood of Christ was not 

weakened by persecution. Suffering was the 

source of growth for the Christians. The very 

life of the early Christian community was a 

powerful witness to Christ. 

 

 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 

Questions 
1. Who is the apostle of the gentiles? Why is he called so? 

2. Where was the name “Christians” first applied to the disciples of 

Christ? 

3. From where did Paul start his missionary journeys? 

4. Paul cursed a man at Paphos. Why? 

5. Give a summary of Paul’s talk at Antioch of Pisidia. 

6. Narrate Paul’s experience at Lystra. 

7. Explain the background of the Jerusalem Council. 

8. What is the relevance of the Jerusalem Council today? 

9. How did persecution help the growth of the Church? 

10. What was the Athenians’ response to Paul’s sermon? 

Memorize: “Believe in the Lord Jesus, you and your family will be 

saved.” (Acts 16,31) 

 

 



 

 

THE ENTIRE BIBLE IN COMICS 
1. Cain and Abel 

2. Abraham 

3. Jacob 

4. Joseph 

5. Moses 

6. Joshua 

7. Samson 

8. Ruth 

9. Samuel 

10. Saul 

11. David 

12. King David 

13. Solomon 

14. Elijah 

15. Amos 

16. Hosea 

17. Micah 

 

 

18. Isaiah 

19. Jeremiah 

20. Ezekiel 

21. Zechariah 

22. Jonah 

23. Job 

24. Tobit 

25. Daniel 

26. Susanna 

27. Esther 

28. Judith 

29. Maccabeus 

30. The Maccabees 

31. A World Awaiting 

32. Light of the world 

33. The Herald 

34. The Prophet 

35. The Liberator 

 

 

36. The One to come 

37. The Lord of the Universe 

38. Son of God 

39. The Son of Man 

40. In the shadow of the cross 

41. The Way 

42. Son of David 

43. Bread of Life 

44. The Redeemer 

45. With us forever 

46. Tongues of fire 

47. Baptism in blood 

48. The chosen vessel 

49. Libation 

50. Come, Lord Jesus 

51. Woman 


