
 



THE SON OF GOD 

The first half of Jesus’ public life was spent 

mostly in Galilee. Thousands of people 

gathered around him even from neighbouring 

countries, in order to listen to his words and 

to be healed of various ailments. Jesus cured 

them all and spoke to them about the 

Kingdom of God. At a later stage, the apostles 

also participated in the preaching and healing 

ministry. Jesus’ reputation spread far and 

wide, drawing ever greater crowds to him. 



Apparently this first part of the ministry was 

very successful and is often called the 

“Galilean spring”. However, the faith of the 

crowds was very shallow. 

Most of those who gathered around Jesus 

were not willing to change their lives. All that 

they wanted was healing and bread. When 

Jesus invited them to conversion and to 

deeper faith the vast majority of them 

decided to leave him. The very people who 

tried to make him king when he fed them 



miraculously with bread in the desert, 

considered him to be insane when he spoke 

about the bread of eternal life. Towns and 

villages, one after another, closed their doors 

against Jesus. Capernaum and Bethsaida, 

where he had performed many miracles, 

turned a deaf ear to his call to conversion. 

Not only the general public, but even his 

disciples took offence at some of his 

teachings and were scandalized by his claims. 

When pressed to make a choice, many 



decided to go away from him. Herod the local 

ruler who was haunted by the guilt of 

murdering the Baptist and of many other 

crimes, considered Jesus a threat to his 

security and wanted to kill him. The religious 

leaders became more aggressive and 

continually tried to alienate the people from 

Jesus. Thus the Galilean ministry apparently 

ended up in failure. This is usually called the 

“Galilean crisis”. 



In the midst of this crisis two events stand 

out, namely the confession of Peter and the 

transfiguration. In answer to Jesus’ question, 

Peter as the representative of the apostles, 

confessed his faith that Jesus is Christ, the 

Son of God. This is the faith of the Church. 

Jesus accepted the confession and declared 

that Peter could come to this faith only 

through a special revelation from God. 

However, this needed further deepening 

which would come only through the passion 



and death of Christ. From now on Jesus will 

concentrate on teaching the apostles about 

the necessity of his suffering, and thus 

prepare them for the impending events in 

Jerusalem. 

The transfiguration on the mountain 

confirms Peter’s confession and gives a 

glimpse of the true identity of Jesus as the 

Son of God. On the mountain, as at the 

baptism in Jordan, God himself declared Jesus 

as the Beloved Son. The voice from heaven 



commanded the chosen three to listen to 

Jesus’ teaching and to follow him on the way 

of the cross. The presence of Moses and 

Elijah, representing the entire OT, bears 

witness to the fact that the history of 

salvation is being fulfilled in Jesus and that 

this fulfillment will involve his suffering and 

death in Jerusalem. 

Jesus’ identity as the Son of God is revealed 

more through the passion and death than 

through the miracles he performed. Only by 



following him on his journey to the cross, and 

by participating in his suffering can we know 

him and become a true disciple. 

 



 



 









































































































































































































Questions 

1. How does the way of Jesus differ from that of Barabbas? 

2. Evaluate Judas’ interpretation of the teaching of Jesus on wealth. 

3. What did the people say about Jesus? 

4. According to Jesus what should be the ground of our joy? 

5. What did Jesus say to the apostles who asked him to send away the 

people? 

6. Why did Peter begin to sink in the sea? 

7. Why did the people go away from Jesus? 

8. How did Peter realize that Jesus is the Son of God? 

9. What is the meaning of the name “Peter”? 

10. Why did Moses and Elijah appear at the transfiguration? 

 

Memorize: “Come to me, all you who labour and are overburdened, 

and I will give you rest” (Mathew 11, 28) 

 

 

 

 



 
 

THE ENTIRE BIBLE IN COMICS 
1. Cain and Abel 

2. Abraham 

3. Jacob 

4. Joseph 

5. Moses 

6. Joshua 

7. Samson 

8. Ruth 

9. Samuel 

10. Saul 

11. David 

12. King David 

13. Solomon 

14. Elijah 

15. Amos 

16. Hosea 

17. Micah 

 

 

18. Isaiah 

19. Jeremiah 

20. Ezekiel 

21. Zechariah 

22. Jonah 

23. Job 

24. Tobit 

25. Daniel 

26. Susanna 

27. Esther 

28. Judith 

29. Maccabeus 

30. The Maccabees 

31. A World Awaiting 

32. Light of the world 

33. The Herald 

34. The Prophet 

35. The Liberator 

 

 

36. The One to come 

37. The Lord of the Universe 

38. Son of God 

39. The Son of Man 

40. In the shadow of the cross 

41. The Way 

42. Son of David 

43. Bread of Life 

44. The Redeemer 

45. With us forever 

46. Tongues of fire 

47. Baptism in blood 

48. The chosen vessel 

49. Libation 

50. Come, Lord Jesus 

51. Woman 


