
 



 

 The Liberator 

Today, more than ever, People are 
looking to Jesus as the liberator of 
mankind. But in defining the nature of 
liberation, there exists a variety of 
opinions.  Some emphasize the socio-
political liberation while others restrict it 
entirely to the spiritual sphere, as 
liberation of the souls from sin.  In the 
present story we are depicting a few 



episodes that highlight the various aspects 
of liberation. 

In the programmatic episode of 
Nazareth, Jesus announced that he was 
sent to proclaim the Good News of 
liberation to the oppressed.   His 
subsequent ministry is the fulfillment of 
that programme. Hence in order to 
understand the nature of liberation Jesus 
proclaimed, we have to see what he did and 
taught and how he responded to the 
expectation of the people. 



Among the contemporaries of Jesus, 
there existed various views about 
liberation and about the ways and means 
of achieving it.  As Palestine was under 
Roman rule a political liberation was 
foremost in the mind of the Jews.   There 
were many revolutionary groups in 
Palestine, especially in Galilee.  They 
wanted to throw out the Romans by armed 
revolt.   A Guerilla group known as Zealots 
that is believed to have originated in A.D. 
6 with Judas the Galilean as its leader was 



the most important among them. Barabbas 
and the two thieves crucified with Jesus 
probably belonged to that group. Some of 
the apostles of Jesus had affinity with 
them and one named Simon is explicitly 
identified as a Zealot.  However, Jesus 
neither shared their aspirations nor 
approved of their violent methods. 

The Liberation Jesus proclaimed 
concerned the whole person and the whole 
world.  He did not make a distinction 
between the Israelites and the Gentiles, 



between Zealots and Romans.  In the eyes 
of Jesus the world was under the dominion 
of evil that manifested itself as oppression, 
foreign dominion, alienation, sickness and 
death.  Hence he started his ministry 
striking at the root of evil, namely sin and 
Satan.  The various healing and exorcising 
activities of Jesus have to be understood as 
liberation from evil. 

The Sinai Covenant and the laws were 
given to Israel in order to guarantee 
freedom to all.   But as interpreted and 



enforced by the religious leaders, these 
very laws became an enslaving force.  
Sabbath was meant to give rest to those 
who work, but it turned out to be an 
unbearable burden to the people.   The 
Laws concerning cleanliness were intended 
to emphasize the need of being holy in body 
and soul.  However, in the course of time 
these became the basis of discrimination. 
The majority of the people were branded as 
unclean by birth (pagans, Samaritans), 



health (handicapped, Lepers, possessed), 
profession (tax collectors, shepherds) etc. 

By Casting out demons, healing the 
sick, associating himself with outcasts and 
forgiving sins, Jesus set them free and 
restored them the dignity of the children of 
God. He placed human beings over the 
laws and explained that laws were meant 
to guarantee freedom and not slavery. 

While liberating the people from various 
forms of slavery, Jesus called the 



individuals and the entire nation to a 
radical conversion.   The Samaritan 
woman must forsake her sinful past; the 
publican must renounce his greed and 
share his goods with the poor.  In order to 
enter the kingdom of God, everybody must 
believe in Jesus Christ, turn away from the 
evil ways and dedicate themselves entirely 
to the service of God. True freedom can be 
obtained only through a radical change of 
heart, leading to the creation of a new 
society based on love that knows no limits. 



 



 



 





































































































































































































 



QUESTIONS 
1.        Why did the people chase away the Leper? 

2.       What was the goal of the Zealots? 

3.       Who has the authority to forgive sin? 

4.       According to Jesus, what should we seek first? 

5.       Whom did the Son of Man come to seek? 

6.       Give four examples of Jesus’ liberating actions. 
7.       Why did Jesus become sad and angry? 

8.       Why did the Pharisees and Lawyers plot to kill 
Jesus? 

9.       Why do people try to accumulate wealth and how? 

10.   What should we do to achieve true and lasting 
freedom? 
Memorize: “Will a person gain anything if he wins the 
whole world but loses his life?”(Mt 16, 26) 



 

THE ENTIRE BIBLE IN COMICS 
1. Cain and Abel 

2. Abraham 

3. Jacob 

4. Joseph 

5. Moses 

6. Joshua 

7. Samson 

8. Ruth 

9. Samuel 

10. Saul 

11. David 

12. King David 

13. Solomon 

14. Elijah 

15. Amos 

16. Hosea 

17. Micah 

 

 

18. Isaiah 

19. Jeremiah 

20. Ezekiel 

21. Zechariah 

22. Jonah 

23. Job 

24. Tobit 

25. Daniel 

26. Susanna 

27. Esther 

28. Judith 

29. Maccabeus 

30. The Maccabees 

31. A World Awaiting 

32. Light of the world 

33. The Herald 

34. The Prophet 

35. The Liberator 

 

 

36. The One to come 

37. The Lord of the Universe 

38. Son of God 

39. The Son of Man 

40. In the shadow of the cross 

41. The Way 

42. Son of David 

43. Bread of Life 

44. The Redeemer 

45. With us forever 

46. Tongues of fire 

47. Baptism in blood 

48. The chosen vessel 

49. Libation 

50. Come, Lord Jesus 

51. Woman 


