
 



The Herald 

In this book we are depicting the period 
that lies between Jesus’ return from Egypt 
and the beginning of his public 
ministry. The Gospels give us no 
information about his life in Nazareth 
except the fact that he grew up in 
Nazareth as an obedient boy, he was loved 
by all and that he worked as a carpenter.  
He lived as an ordinary man, earning his 
bread by the sweat of his brow.  Such a life 



has no place in the world history that 
records the triumphs of heroes. 
            The event in the temple at the age 
of twelve stands out as an exception to this 
obscurity.   The setting in which we 
present that event is based on the 
historical context of the period.  By staying 
back in the temple and then responding to 
his parents as he did, Jesus reveals his 
unique relationship to God and his firm 
determination to do the will of his Father.  
The finding of Jesus in the Temple on the 



third day foreshadows the Paschal event 
that turns Sorrow into joy. 

            John the Baptist was the Herald 
sent to announce the coming of Messiah 
and to prepare the people to receive him.   
The Gospels tell us that until receiving the 
prophetic call John was in the desert.   His 
association with the Qumran community 
depicted in this story is plausible because 
of the similarity and differences between 
John and the desert community.   His 
attire reminded one of Elijah and his words 



were like those of the authentic prophets of 
the Old Testament. 

            John’s message was an urgent call 
to conversion.  He proclaimed that God was 
angry with the world and was about to 
punish the sinful humanity.  Only a true 
change of heart and life could save the 
world from impending disaster.   The 
Messiah, he said, was coming after him to 
purify the world with fire.  Everybody 
without exception was a sinner before God 
and stood in need of conversion.   The 



Baptism he administered was a sign of 
admitting one’s sinfulness and need of 
redemption. 

            Together with the common people 
Jesus came and was Baptized by John.  
Though he was sinless, by submitting to 
the Baptism, Jesus expressed his solidarity 
with the sinful humanity.   He took upon 
himself the sins of the world in order to 
liberate the world from its sins. 



With the appearance of the Lord on 
the scene, the task of the Herald is 
accomplished.  When he challenged the 
ruler of Galilee, with his call to 
conversion, John was signing his own 
death warrant.   The first wife whom 
Herod Antipas divorced in order to 
marry Herodias, was the daughter of 
Aretas, king of the neighboring 
Nabataea.  Aretas was preparing for 
war to avenge this insult when John 
started his violent accusations.  Herod 



feared that this would raise popular 
revolt in that critical moment.  Instead 
of changing his ways, Herod chose to 
silence the accusing voice.   Thus, John 
became the Herald not only announcing 
the coming, but also prefiguring the 
outcome of Jesus’ ministry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

















































































































































































































 



Questions 

  

1.    Why did the Jews oppose the census? 

2.    What do you know about the Zealots? 

3.    What does Jesus’ stay in the Temple reveal? 

4.    What message does the obscure life in Nazareth convey? 

5.    What do you know about the Essenes? 

6.    How was John clothed? Whom does he remind you of? 

7.    What did John tell the soldiers and tax collectors? 

8.    What did John’s Baptism signify? 

9.    Why did Jesus receive John’s Baptism? 

10. Why did John criticize Herod Antipas? 

Memorize: “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone 
who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise”  

Lk. 3,11).   



 

THE ENTIRE BIBLE IN COMICS 
1. Cain and Abel 

2. Abraham 

3. Jacob 

4. Joseph 

5. Moses 

6. Joshua 

7. Samson 

8. Ruth 

9. Samuel 

10. Saul 

11. David 

12. King David 

13. Solomon 

14. Elijah 

15. Amos 

16. Hosea 

17. Micah 

 

 

18. Isaiah 

19. Jeremiah 

20. Ezekiel 

21. Zechariah 

22. Jonah 

23. Job 

24. Tobit 

25. Daniel 

26. Susanna 

27. Esther 

28. Judith 

29. Maccabeus 

30. The Maccabees 

31. A World Awaiting 

32. Light of the world 

33. The Herald 

34. The Prophet 

35. The Liberator 

 

 

36. The One to come 

37. The Lord of the Universe 

38. Son of God 

39. The Son of Man 

40. In the shadow of the cross 

41. The Way 

42. Son of David 

43. Bread of Life 

44. The Redeemer 

45. With us forever 

46. Tongues of fire 

47. Baptism in blood 

48. The chosen vessel 

49. Libation 

50. Come, Lord Jesus 

51. Woman 


