
 



THE MACCABEES 

We are presenting the last book in the OT series 

of the Bible comics. In this book of heroic deeds 

and tragic deaths of the five Maccabee brothers 

are depicted. This is the continuation of the 

previous story, Maccabeus, that presented the 

heroic resistance of the Jewish people against 

the advance of Hellenism and Greek imperialism. 

Judas Maccabeus defeated several generals 

of Antiocus IV in various battles. Within three 



years he was able to rededicate the temple that 

was defiled by the pagans. He liberated the Jews 

who were kept prisoners and persecuted by the 

neighbouring countries. With this the primary 

goal of the Maccabean revolt was achieved. The 

next step was to obtain political independence 

and stability. For this he entered into a treaty 

with Rome. 

When Maccabeus fell in battle, Jonathan took 

over the leadership. He was a shrewd politician 

and an accomplished diplomat. Taking advantage 



of the internal rivalries that plagued the Syrian 

empire, Jonathan was able to secure his power 

as the ruler of Judea and also to expand his 

territory. Any means that served this purpose 

was acceptable to him. He did not have the least 

hesitation to accept the dignity of High 

Priesthood and the position of a vassal from a 

pagan emperor. 

Simon who succeeded Jonathan gained 

complete independence for the Jewish nation. 

The people considering him as the liberator of 



the nation, acclaimed him High Priest and king. 

Thus simon became the founder of a dynasty, 

called the Hasmoneans. However, the 

Hasmoneans could not guarantee true and 

lasting freedom to the people. At the end of the 

dynasty we see Herod, an Idumean, sitting on the 

throne of Israel, as a vessel king of the Roman 

Empire. 

A revolutionary movement that started as a 

heroic struggle for preserving religious freedom 

gradually gave way to imperialistic ambitions, 



undermining the very foundations of Yahwistic 

religion. During the period of monarchy in Israel, 

that is to say, from Saul to Zedekiah, there were 

prophets and priests who, in the name of Yaweh, 

denounced the kings and called them to 

conversion. But when the High Priest himself 

became king, no one dared to challenge him. 

Supreme authority when concentrated in the 

hands of sinful people, gets corrupted. Where 

criticism is not tolerated, self-righteousness 

prevails and conversion becomes impossible. 



The OT history ends here. It depicts with 

extreme clarity how man’s repeated attempts to 

build a paradise on earth without God miserably 

fails. The sin of Adam and Eve who tried to 

become like God, and of Cain who killed his 

brother, steadily grew with every generation, 

becoming an enslaving force from which 

humanity cannot liberate itself. At the end of the 

OT period, we see a people groaning under 

foreign domination and crying for liberation. The 

OT depicts also, with even greater vividness, 



God’s steadfast love for His chosen people and 

for the entire humanity. That love was 

manifested in its fullness when God sent His Only 

Son as the liberator of humanity. That is the story 

of the NT. 

 
 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

QUESTIONS 

1. Why did Maccabeus make a treaty with Rome? 

2. Why did Antiochus V grant religious freedom to the Jews? 

3. Name the general who killed Maccabeus. 

4. Name the High Priest who supported Hellenisation and died 

suddenly. 

5. Who appointed Jonathan High Priest? 

6. Explain the circumstances under which the Essene community was 

formed at Qumran. 

7. Describe how Jonathan was killed. 

8. Who succeeded Simon? 

9. How was Simon killed? 

10. What do you learn from the history of the Maccabees? 

 
 

 



 

 

THE ENTIRE BIBLE IN COMICS 
1. Cain and Abel 

2. Abraham 

3. Jacob 

4. Joseph 

5. Moses 

6. Joshua 

7. Samson 

8. Ruth 

9. Samuel 

10. Saul 

11. David 

12. King David 

13. Solomon 

14. Elijah 

15. Amos 

16. Hosea 

17. Micah 

 

 

18. Isaiah 

19. Jeremiah 

20. Ezekiel 

21. Zechariah 

22. Jonah 

23. Job 

24. Tobit 

25. Daniel 

26. Susanna 

27. Esther 

28. Judith 

29. Maccabeus 

30. The Maccabees 

31. A World Awaiting 

32. Light of the world 

33. The Herald 

34. The Prophet 

35. The Liberator 

 

 

36. The One to come 

37. The Lord of the Universe 

38. Son of God 

39. The Son of Man 

40. In the shadow of the cross 

41. The Way 

42. Son of David 

43. Bread of Life 

44. The Redeemer 

45. With us forever 

46. Tongues of fire 

47. Baptism in blood 

48. The chosen vessel 

49. Libation 

50. Come, Lord Jesus 

51. Woman 



 


