


MACCABEUS 

The present story depicts the epic struggle of 

the Jewish people against Hellenistic culture and 

imperialism that took place during the first half 

of the second century B.C. The story is based on 

1+2 Maccabeus that cover a period of 40 years of 

Jewish history, namely, from the accession of 

Antiochus IV to the death of Simon, the last of 

the Maccabee brothers (B.C. 175-134). The 

Catholic Church considers these two books as 

part of the Bible, whereas the other Christian 



denominations count them among the 

apocrypha. 

When Antiochus IV ascended the throne, his 

empire was falling apart by revolutions inside 

and invasion of the Romans from outside. In 

order to strengthen the empire, he decided to 

unify all its peoples under the umbrella of 

Hellenistic culture. All other religions and 

cultures were banned. While the Jewish upper 

class welcomed and promoted this move, the 



common people resisted it; a severe persecution 

followed. 

The Jews who remained faithful to their 

traditions considered the Hellenistic innovations 

as opposed to Yahwistic religion. Accepting 

Hellenism was, for them, equivalent to rejecting 

Yahweh. Sacred books such as Daniel, Esther and 

Judith encouraged them to oppose Hellenism 

and to suffer persecution. Some of the more 

zealous Jews formed an association with the firm 

determination of obeying the Law of the Lord at 



any cost. They called themselves “Chasidim” 

meaning “the pious ones” or “the loyalists”. Later 

on they came to be known as the Pharisees, 

meaning “the separated ones”. 

However, not all the Jews were willing to 

suffer persecution passively. Popular anger was 

mounting against the foreign rulers and their 

Jewish supporters. In fact literature like “Judith” 

and the Chasidic movement were advocating 

violent resistance. When finally Mathathias, a 

priest from the town of Modein, Killed a Syrian 



officer who was forcing the people to sacrifice 

pigs, and fled to the mountains with his five sons, 

the spark of revolt was lit. Judas, the third son of 

Matthathias, nicknamed Maccabeus, was the 

hero of this revolution. 

The name Maccabeus derives from the 

Hebrew word ‘Maccaba’ meaning hammer. The 

Jews saw him as the hammer God used to crush 

Antiochus IV and the advance of Hallenism. 

Maccabeus was a man of deep faith and prayer. 

In every adversity he turned to Yahweh in prayer. 



It was from his faith in the Lord that he drew 

strength and inspired confidence in his followers. 

He took up arms only when no other alternative 

was left to preserve religious freedom and 

national independence. Judas believed it his 

sacred duty to fight against the oppressor, and 

death in battle he considered a sacrifice offered 

to God. Maccabeus is a model of courage that 

derives from faith in Yahweh. 
 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Questions 

1. How did the Syrian king persecute the Israelites? 

2. Why did Eleazar refuse to eat mutton? 

3. How did the mother encourage her seven sons to accept 

Martyrdom? 

4. Name the town Mattathias lived? 

5. Name the five sons of Mattathias. 

6. What does the name Maccabeus mean? 

7. Explain the origin of Pharisees. 

8. Why did Maccabeus take up arms? 

9. What did they decide to do with the stones of the Altar? 

10. What did the feast of dedication Commemorate? 

 

 
 



 

 

THE ENTIRE BIBLE IN COMICS 
1. Cain and Abel 

2. Abraham 

3. Jacob 

4. Joseph 

5. Moses 

6. Joshua 

7. Samson 

8. Ruth 

9. Samuel 

10. Saul 

11. David 

12. King David 

13. Solomon 

14. Elijah 

15. Amos 

16. Hosea 

17. Micah 

 

 

18. Isaiah 

19. Jeremiah 

20. Ezekiel 

21. Zechariah 

22. Jonah 

23. Job 

24. Tobit 

25. Daniel 

26. Susanna 

27. Esther 

28. Judith 

29. Maccabeus 

30. The Maccabees 

31. A World Awaiting 

32. Light of the world 

33. The Herald 

34. The Prophet 

35. The Liberator 

 

 

36. The One to come 

37. The Lord of the Universe 

38. Son of God 

39. The Son of Man 

40. In the shadow of the cross 

41. The Way 

42. Son of David 

43. Bread of Life 

44. The Redeemer 

45. With us forever 

46. Tongues of fire 

47. Baptism in blood 

48. The chosen vessel 

49. Libation 

50. Come, Lord Jesus 

51. Woman 


