
 



ESTHER 
The book of Esther narrates how the Jews 

living in various provinces of the Persian Empire 

were saved from cruel persecution and total 

extermination by the intervention of a woman. 

Like the book of Daniel, Esther also was written 

during the persecution of Antiochus IV, in order 

to give hope and strength to the people who suffer 

for their faith. It gives an explanation concerning 

the origin of the feast of “Purim” (which means 

‘lots’) that was celebrated by the Jews every year 

with great joy and merriment. 



Two different versions of this book, namely, 

Hebrew and Greek, have come down to us. The 

latter is almost one third larger than the former 

version. The council of Trent (A.D. 1546) took 

the Greek version as the inspired text, whereas 

the Protestant churches consider the Greek 

additions as apocryphal, that is, not divinely 

inspired. The present story takes into account 

both versions. 

Though the book of Esther is presented as a 

historical narrative, we can notice a number of 

historical inaccuracies and evident exaggerations 



in it. Mordechai, who was among the Israelites 

deported by Nebuchadnezzar in B.C. 587, is 

appointed the Prime Minster of the Persian king 

Ahasuerus who reigned from B.C. 486 to 465. It 

is rather strange that a Persian king approved the 

genocide of the Jews, especially because the 

Persians were famous for their tolerance towards 

all religions and cultures in the empire. The 180 

days’ feast that Ahasuerus prepared for his 

satraps, the one year preparation of the maidens, 

the enormous amount (ten thousand talents, 

approximately ten billion dollars) that Haman 



promised the king – these are but some of the 

examples of exaggerations in the book. Because 

of these reasons, the book of Esther is today 

understood as a historical romance rather than a 

historical narrative. It is related to a historical 

person, Ahasuerus, and written for instruction and 

edification. 

Three characters in the story, namely, Esther, 

Haman and Mordechai, deserve special attention. 

Even when elevated to the high position of the 

queen, Esther does not forget her humble origin. 

She risks her life to save her people from 



extermination. This heroic act is an anticipation 

of Jesus’ teaching on love: “Greater love has no 

one than this that one lay down one’s life for 

one’s friends” (Jn 15.13). It is after three days of 

severe penance and continuous prayer that Esther 

approaches the throne uninvited, well aware of 

the fact that if the king refused to grant her an 

audience she would be put to death. By this she is 

proclaiming that her trust is in God alone. 

By refusing to bend his knees before Haman, 

Mordechai is strictly obeying the first 

commandment and confessing the Lordship of 



God. At the same time he asserts that no human 

being shall be given the honour and worship that 

is due to God alone. Haman’s death on the 

gallows he prepared for Mordechai is an example 

of the disaster that pride and arrogance bring. The 

firm determination of the queen Vashti not to 

appear before a group of drunken leaders is a 

declaration of the dignity of woman, while Esther 

is a splendid model of the self-sacrificing service 

that women can render to the society. 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Questions  

 
1. When did Ahasuerus rule Persia? 

2. How did Vasti lose her position as the Queen? 

3. Why did Haman hate the Jews? 

4. Why did Mordecai refuse to bow to Haman? 

5. Why did Ahasuerus honor Mordechai? 

6. Why was Ester afraid to go before the king? 

7. Explain the origin of the feast of Purim. 

8. How did Ester prepare herself to approach the Throne? 

9. What was Mordechai’s dream and its explanation? 

10. What lesson do we learn from the book of Esther? 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

THE ENTIRE BIBLE IN COMICS 
1. Cain and Abel 

2. Abraham 

3. Jacob 

4. Joseph 

5. Moses 

6. Joshua 

7. Samson 

8. Ruth 

9. Samuel 

10. Saul 

11. David 

12. King David 

13. Solomon 

14. Elijah 

15. Amos 

16. Hosea 

17. Micah 

 

 

18. Isaiah 

19. Jeremiah 

20. Ezekiel 

21. Zechariah 

22. Jonah 

23. Job 

24. Tobit 

25. Daniel 

26. Susanna 

27. Esther 

28. Judith 

29. Maccabeus 

30. The Maccabees 

31. A World Awaiting 

32. Light of the world 

33. The Herald 

34. The Prophet 

35. The Liberator 

 

 

36. The One to come 

37. The Lord of the Universe 

38. Son of God 

39. The Son of Man 

40. In the shadow of the cross 

41. The Way 

42. Son of David 

43. Bread of Life 

44. The Redeemer 

45. With us forever 

46. Tongues of fire 

47. Baptism in blood 

48. The chosen vessel 

49. Libation 

50. Come, Lord Jesus 

51. Woman 


