
 



SUSANNA 
Daniel is considered as one of the four Major 

Prophets. The division of the sixteen books of 

prophets into major and minor is based purely on 

the amount of material contained in the book 

attributed to each prophet. In the previous story 

(No. 25) we have seen that it was during the 

persecution unleashed by the Syrian king 

Antiochus IV that the book of Daniel was written. 

Though Daniel is counted among the prophetic 

books, it is quite different from the others. It is a 



collection of anecdotes and visions. The present 

story depicts four episodes from Daniel’s life. 

The first episode is related to 

Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon (B.C. 605-

560). Probably taking inspiration from Isaiah’s 

satire on the death of a tyrant (Is. 14, 3-21), the 

story depicts the pride and arrogance of the king 

who destroyed Jerusalem, burnt down the temple 

and carried away thousands of Jews captives to 

Babylon. He pretends to be God Almighty and 

the Lord of the universe. Behind this picture of 



Nebuchadnezzar one can detect the figure of 

Antiochus IV. 

Human pride that denies God by pretending to 

assume His position is seen by the Bible as the 

Sin. The sin of Adam and the sin of those who 

tried to build ‘a tower reaching up to heaven’ are 

understood in this sense. Nebuchadnezzar is seen 

as a type of all those rulers who try to make 

themselves God. 

The Bible understands the human person as 

the image and representative of God on earth. It is 

this relationship to God that makes him a person. 



When this relation is severed he loses his identity 

as human person and becomes like a beast. This 

profound truth is vividly depicted in 

Nebuchadnezzar’s punishment. The “Fall of a 

Tyrant” is a lesson and a warning to all. 

Accepting the Lordship of God does not diminish 

human dignity. On the contrary, it is God who 

guarantees freedom and dignity to all human 

persons. 

There is only one God and only Him shall we 

adore. This is a fundamental affirmation of the 

Bible. Idol worship is denial of God. That God 



will not abandon His faithful servants who are 

ready to suffer persecution and death in order to 

affirm His Lordship is colorfully presented in the 

second episode. 

The story of Susanna exhorts not to succumb 

to temptation and intimidations. One must not 

obey any authority, even a religious authority, if 

one is asked to do evil. God who delivered 

Susanna from the hands of the wicked judges will 

always protect the innocent ones who resist evil. 

The name Susanna means “lily”. She is a model 

of purity and of total trust in God. 



The last episode, “Eating Statue”, reveals the 

folly of idolatry. It exposes the treachery of those 

who enrich themselves by exploiting the simple 

faith of the people. Idols are made by man and 

have no power in themselves. Those who worship 

them are being deceived. However, it is not only 

statues that can become idols; whatever takes the 

place of God is an idol. Money, which Jesus 

called ‘mammon’ is perhaps the biggest idol that 

is being worshipped today almost everywhere. It 

is the duty of true believers in God to denounce 

and destroy such idols, as Daniel did with Bel. 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Questions 
 

1.    What is the basis of dividing Prophets into major and minor? 

2.    Which year did Nebuchadnezzar destroy Jerusalem? 

3.    Why was he punished? 

4.    What lesson do we learn from the “Fall of a Tyrant”? 

5.    Why was Daniel thrown into the Lion’s den? 

6.    What does the name “Susanna” mean? 

7.    How did Daniel prove the guilt of the Judges? 

8.    What is an idol? 

9.    How did Daniel prove that the statue won’t eat? 

10. Write down two lessons you learned from these stories. 

 

Memorize:  Break off your sins by practicing justice and your inequities 

by showing Mercy to the poor.  (Dan. 4: 27) 
 

 



 

THE ENTIRE BIBLE IN COMICS 
1. Cain and Abel 

2. Abraham 

3. Jacob 

4. Joseph 

5. Moses 

6. Joshua 

7. Samson 

8. Ruth 

9. Samuel 

10. Saul 

11. David 

12. King David 

13. Solomon 

14. Elijah 

15. Amos 

16. Hosea 

17. Micah 

 

 

18. Isaiah 

19. Jeremiah 

20. Ezekiel 

21. Zechariah 

22. Jonah 

23. Job 

24. Tobit 

25. Daniel 

26. Susanna 

27. Esther 

28. Judith 

29. Maccabeus 

30. The Maccabees 

31. A World Awaiting 

32. Light of the world 

33. The Herald 

34. The Prophet 

35. The Liberator 

 

 

36. The One to come 

37. The Lord of the Universe 

38. Son of God 

39. The Son of Man 

40. In the shadow of the cross 

41. The Way 

42. Son of David 

43. Bread of Life 

44. The Redeemer 

45. With us forever 

46. Tongues of fire 

47. Baptism in blood 

48. The chosen vessel 

49. Libation 

50. Come, Lord Jesus 

51. Woman 


