
 



 



DANIEL 

After the time of the prophets there 

emerged two types of sacred literature in 

Israel namely, Wisdom, and Apocalyptic. The 

former was highly influenced by the Greek 

culture (Hellenism) while the latter reflected 

a strong reaction against it. Alexander the 

great, a disciple of the great Greek 

philosopher Aristotle, had taken upon himself 

the task of uniting East and West under the 



patronage of the Greek culture. Even though 

his empire fell apart as quickly as it was built 

up, the cultural heritage he bequeathed 

made a lasting impact on the world as a 

whole. The Jews were not left immune to this 

influence. Greek became the common 

language of the elite. Hellenism permeated 

all spheres of life. 

The Bible was translated into Greek and 

new sacred writings appeared in this 

language. The Wisdom literature as a whole 



analyzes the problems of life and proposes 

ways and means for success and happiness. 

Literary forms such as Drama, historical 

novels, stories and sayings were adopted by 

this literature. Even though Hellenism was 

accepted by a large number of Jews with 

great enthusiasm, there were a few among 

them who perceived the danger that was 

implicit in this materialistic culture. Greek 

sports were intimately related to the worship 

of Greek gods like Hermes. The gymnasia 



were centers for diffusion of the pagan 

culture. Jews with deep faith in Yahweh saw 

that Hellenism posed a grave threat to the 

very existence of Israel as the chosen people 

of God. Hence they formed circles of 

resistance to this new culture. 

In the beginning of the second century 

B.C. the over enthusiasm of some of the 

Hellenized Jews and the strong measures of 

Antiochus IV provoked violent reactions from 

those anti-Hellenistic circles. A severe 



persecution followed in which numerous 

Jews lost their lives. It was in this context that 

the second form of literature, namely 

apocalyptic, became prevalent. It continued 

to be popular till the second century A.D. 

The word apocalyptic means ‘pertaining to 

revelation’. It is an offshoot of the prophetic 

literature, and deals with revelations 

concerning the end of this world and the 

coming of a new world. The authors do not 

reveal their names, but present their writings 



as revelations received by well known 

personages of ancient times. Use of symbolic 

language and visions is a characteristic of this 

literature. Books of this kind express the firm 

belief that God is the Lord of the universe and 

that He guides the course of its history. 

Religious persecution is viewed as a trial for 

the Israelites to prove their fidelity to 

Yahweh. 

The present story is based on the books of 

Daniel, and 1,2 Maccabees. After a brief 



survey of the conquests of Alexander and the 

spread of Hellenism, it depicts a few episodes 

from Daniel’s life and some of his visions. All 

the episodes emphasize the necessity of 

observing the laws of Yahweh, and the visions 

point to the end of persecution and the 

triumph of the persecuted. 

The “Son of Man” coming on clouds is the 

most important vision of Daniel. By this the 

sacred author conveys the message that the 

people who are being persecuted for their 



faith would be glorified before God. The N.T. 

considers this as a prophecy concerning the 

resurrection and exaltation of Jesus Christ as 

the Lord and Judge of the world. Jesus 

himself alluded to this prophecy in his 

response to the High Priest                                                                                                  

(Mt 26,64). The name “Daniel” means “God 

judges”. It is a proclamation of the faith that 

God will execute his judgment by punishing 

the wicked and saving the just who are 

persecuted. 













































































































































































 



QUESTIONS 
1. Name the Persian King who was defeated by Alexander. 

2. Name the four generals who inherited Alexander’s empire. 

3. Explain the circumstances under which the apocalyptic literature 

became popular. 

4. Who started the religious persecution in Israel? 

5. What was the cause of the persecution? 

6. Give the Hebrew and Persian names of the four young men selected 

by Nebuchadnezzar. 

7. Explain the writing that appeared on the wall of Belshazzar. 

8. Who was the fourth person in the furnace? 

9. What do the ram and the goat in Daniel’s vision signify? 

10. Explain the meaning of the “Son of Man” in Daniel and in the New 

Testament. 

 



 

THE ENTIRE BIBLE IN COMICS 
1. Cain and Abel 

2. Abraham 

3. Jacob 

4. Joseph 

5. Moses 

6. Joshua 

7. Samson 

8. Ruth 

9. Samuel 

10. Saul 

11. David 

12. King David 

13. Solomon 

14. Elijah 

15. Amos 

16. Hosea 

17. Micah 

 

 

18. Isaiah 

19. Jeremiah 

20. Ezekiel 

21. Zechariah 

22. Jonah 

23. Job 

24. Tobit 

25. Daniel 

26. Susanna 

27. Esther 

28. Judith 

29. Maccabeus 

30. The Maccabees 

31. A World Awaiting 

32. Light of the world 

33. The Herald 

34. The Prophet 

35. The Liberator 

 

 

36. The One to come 

37. The Lord of the Universe 

38. Son of God 

39. The Son of Man 

40. In the shadow of the cross 

41. The Way 

42. Son of David 

43. Bread of Life 

44. The Redeemer 

45. With us forever 

46. Tongues of fire 

47. Baptism in blood 

48. The chosen vessel 

49. Libation 

50. Come, Lord Jesus 

51. Woman 


