
 



 



TOBIT 

The age of the prophets came to an end in 

Israel by the end of the Babylonian captivity. 

Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi were only weak 

imitators of the earlier prophets. As reported by 

the Jewish historian, Flavius Josephus, it was the 

general belief among the Jews that by B.C. 450, 

the spirit of prophecy was extinguished in Israel. 

After that time the Priests and the Scribes took 

over the leadership. Their style was quite 

different from that of the prophets who had 



confronted the whole nation with denunciation of 

their crimes, announcement of impending 

judgment, and urgent call for repentance. The 

later leaders however, concentrated their whole 

attention on interpreting the truth revealed 

through the prophets and implementing the law 

scrupulously and with extreme severity. 

Besides interpreting and applying the law to 

concrete situations, they gave rise to a number of 

inspiring stories like Tobit, Esther and Judith. The 

purpose of these stories was to deepen the faith of 



the people and to enable them to draw strength 

from their faith in the Lord, in times of 

difficulties. The book of Tobit, the source of the 

present story, was written towards the end of the 

third century B.C. and it is not accepted by all as 

part of the Bible. The Council of Trent in 1546 

officially decided to include it among the inspired 

books. However, the Protestant Churches 

consider it as an “apocryphal” book, meaning a 

book that is to be used only for edification, and 

not for confirming the dogmas of the Church. 



Tobit is a model of unwavering faith, 

unselfish love, and great respect for the dead. He 

did not hesitate to risk his life in order to bury the 

bodies of Jews killed by the soldiers. Even in the 

midst of the most crucial trials, he turned to the 

Lord with childlike trust. He firmly believed that 

God would not abandon those who depend on 

Him. Poverty, sickness, threat to his life, 

persuasion by friends, none of these could shake 

his trust in God. “Tobit” is the Greek form of the 

Hebrew name “Tobiah”, which means “Goodness 



of Yahweh.” “Tobias” also has the same 

meaning. 

From a merely human point of view, Sarah 

who had lost seven husbands should have been in 

the depth of despair. But, hoping against hope, 

she prayed to the Lord God who listens to the cry 

of the innocent. God saved Tobit and Sarah and 

blessed them beyond all expectations. The advice 

Tobit and Raguel give to their children is a lesson 

for all the parents who must bring up their 

children in the fear of God and instill in them the 



love for the poor. Tobias’ devotion to his parents 

is a model for all children. 

In the book of Tobit we can see the beginning of 

the concept of the “Guardian angel”. “Raphael” 

which means “God heals”, is the embodiment of 

God’s care and concern for each and every human 

being. It proclaims the goodness of the Lord and 

inspires us to trust in Him. 

 

 

 













































































































































































































 



 

QUESTIONS 

1. What is the meaning of the name “Tobit”? 

2. After the prophets who assumed the leadership in Israel? 

3. Name the King who accepted Tobit into the royal service. 

4. Explain the circumstances under which Tobit lost his sight. 

5. Where did Raguel live? 

6. What advice did Raguel give to Sarah? 

7. What does the name “Raphael” mean? 

8. How did Tobias save Sarah from the grip of evil? 

9. Tobit is a model. Explain. 

10. What inspiration did you get from this book?  

 



 

THE ENTIRE BIBLE IN COMICS 
1. Cain and Abel 

2. Abraham 

3. Jacob 

4. Joseph 

5. Moses 

6. Joshua 

7. Samson 

8. Ruth 

9. Samuel 

10. Saul 

11. David 

12. King David 

13. Solomon 

14. Elijah 

15. Amos 

16. Hosea 

17. Micah 

 

 

18. Isaiah 

19. Jeremiah 

20. Ezekiel 

21. Zechariah 

22. Jonah 

23. Job 

24. Tobit 

25. Daniel 

26. Susanna 

27. Esther 

28. Judith 

29. Maccabeus 

30. The Maccabees 

31. A World Awaiting 

32. Light of the world 

33. The Herald 

34. The Prophet 

35. The Liberator 

 

 

36. The One to come 

37. The Lord of the Universe 

38. Son of God 

39. The Son of Man 

40. In the shadow of the cross 

41. The Way 

42. Son of David 

43. Bread of Life 

44. The Redeemer 

45. With us forever 

46. Tongues of fire 

47. Baptism in blood 

48. The chosen vessel 

49. Libation 

50. Come, Lord Jesus 

51. Woman 


