


 



JONAH 

The Book of Jonah, on which the present 

story is based, belongs to the group of biblical 

books called “The Twelve Minor Prophets”. 

Even though “Jonah” is counted among the 

prophets, it differs from the other prophets in 

style and content. While the prophetic books 

record mainly the teachings of the prophets, 

Jonah is mostly a narrative. The other 

prophetic books are very sparing in the reports 

of miracles, whereas in the Book of Jonah, in 



less than forty verses we have not less than ten 

miracles. It would seem that the sacred author 

is exaggerating to make a point. 

Jonah, the hero of the story, is a prophet 

who lived in Israel in the eighth century B.C., 

during the reign of Jeroboam II. The sacred 

author has made use of this historical figure to 

convey the message of God’s love for all the 

nations. God asks Jonah to go to Nineveh, the 

capital of Assyria, and call its inhabitants to 

repentance. But Jonah flees in the opposite 



direction. However, God does not allow Jonah 

to escape from his mission nor the people of 

Nineveh to perish in their sins. 

The story, abounding in miraculous 

incidents, wants to show that God is the Lord 

of the universe. The sea and the storm obey 

him. At his command the whale swallows 

Jonah and on the third day spits him out on 

the shore of Nineveh. Plants and animals 

promptly execute his orders. 



The almighty God is full of compassion 

and love towards all. Even the threats of the 

most severe punishments are meant for the 

conversion of sinners. It is to proclaim this 

universal love of God that the people of Israel 

were chosen. In spite of their refusal to carry 

out this mission, God will make them the 

instrument of salvation to all. This truth is 

clearly depicted in the story of the prophet 

who tried to run away from God, but finally 

was forced to preach in Nineveh. Conversion 



of the sinners is the work God; but someone 

has to convey God’s call. Jonah was chosen 

for this purpose. 

The fact that one is chosen by God does 

not give any ground for being proud. The 

choice imposes a duty on those chosen, and 

one will be judged according to one’s fidelity. 

The post-exilic Israel became very proud of 

their election and treated the gentiles with 

contempt. The story of Jonah reminds them of 

their responsibility of being “light to the 



gentiles” and teaches them that the so called 

gentiles are equally loved by God and they are 

often better than the Israelites. 

God gives even Jonah a chance to repent. 

The story does not say if he repented and 

turned to God accepting His love for all the 

nations. The people of Israel, as well as all 

those who read the story, have to make the 

decision for themselves. Thus “Jonah” is a 

parable calling to conversion. It is in this 

aspect that Jesus referred to Jonah. Jesus 



invited his listeners to repent as the people of 

Nineveh repented at the preaching for Jonah. 

Jonah remaining three days in the belly of the 

fish before emerging on the shore of Nineveh 

is interpreted by Jesus as a symbol of his 

remaining in the tomb before his resurrection 

on the third day. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



























































































































































































 



 

QUESTIONS 

Answer the following questions after reading the books of Ezra, Nehemiah, and 

Jonah. 

1. What does the name “Jonah” mean? 

2. Name the two leaders who led the post-Exilic religious reform. 

3. Why did they insist that the Israelites must renounce their gentle wives? 

4. Explain the circumstances under which the Book of Jonah was written. 

5. Where was Jonah asked to go and preach? 

6. Why did Jonah run away? 

7. Why were the sailors reluctant to throw Jonah into the sea? 

8. How did the people of Nineveh respond to Jonah’s call? 

9. What did you learn from the book of “Jonah”? 

10. Find out the passages in the Gospels that refer to Jonah. 

Memorize  Give thanks to the Lord, His love is everlasting. 

 



 

 

THE ENTIRE BIBLE IN COMICS 
1. Cain and Abel 

2. Abraham 

3. Jacob 

4. Joseph 

5. Moses 

6. Joshua 

7. Samson 

8. Ruth 

9. Samuel 

10. Saul 

11. David 

12. King David 

13. Solomon 

14. Elijah 

15. Amos 

16. Hosea 

17. Micah 

 

 

18. Isaiah 

19. Jeremiah 

20. Ezekiel 

21. Zechariah 

22. Jonah 

23. Job 

24. Tobit 

25. Daniel 

26. Susanna 

27. Esther 

28. Judith 

29. Maccabeus 

30. The Maccabees 

31. A World Awaiting 

32. Light of the world 

33. The Herald 

34. The Prophet 

35. The Liberator 

 

 

36. The One to come 

37. The Lord of the Universe 

38. Son of God 

39. The Son of Man 

40. In the shadow of the cross 

41. The Way 

42. Son of David 

43. Bread of Life 

44. The Redeemer 

45. With us forever 

46. Tongues of fire 

47. Baptism in blood 

48. The chosen vessel 

49. Libation 

50. Come, Lord Jesus 

51. Woman 


