


 



ZECHARIAH 

The present book tries to illustrate the 

history of the people of Israel during the 

second half of the sixth century B.C. The 

Israelites deported by Nebuchadnezzar to 

Babylon went through a severe crisis of faith. 

Shocked by the destruction of Jerusalem and 

the temple, they believed that Yahweh had 

cancelled the Sinai covenant and rejected 

Israel for ever. They were thrown into a 



slavery that was similar to the one their 

forefathers were subjected to in Egypt. 

The prophecies of Jeremiah and Ezekiel 

had forced them to a serious soul-searching 

and to radical conversion. But it was an 

anonymous prophet, whom the bible scholars 

call Isaiah II or Deutero Isaiah (Is 40-55), who 

sustained the faith and heightened the hopes 

of the exiles. He spoke tenderly to the 

disheartened people about the loving kindness 



of Yahweh. The return of the exiles he called 

a “New Exodus” and depicted it in vivid 

colors. His call to prepare a highway in the 

desert for the Lord who comes back with the 

captives is taken up in the synoptic gospels in 

connection with the preaching of John the 

Baptist. 

The captives who returned to Jerusalem 

with great expectations were met with even 

greater disappointment. The sight of the city 



and the temple lying in ruin pained them 

deeply. The prophecies of Micah and 

Jeremiah had come true. The temple had 

become a heap of rubble and jackals had made 

their home in the holy city. Cyrus, the Persian 

emperor, by an edict issued in B.C. 538 had 

allowed the captives to return to Jerusalem 

and rebuild the temple. But even after almost 

two decades of their return, they could not 

even begin the rebuilding. Utter poverty on 

the one side and the hostility of those who had 



remained in the land on the other side crushed 

their spirit. Continuous drought and crop 

failure added to their misery. Many were 

forced to sell themselves as slaves to their 

own brethren. The Books of Ezra and 

Nehemiah depict this situation vividly. The 

discrepancy between the prophetic promises 

and the actual reality was a severe blow that 

again shook the foundations of their faith. It 

was under these circumstances that God sent 



two prophets, Haggai and Zechariah, to 

Jerusalem. 

The prophetic ministry of Haggai lasted 

only a few weeks in 520 B.C. His mission was 

to encourage the people to rebuild the temple. 

He exhorted them to put their trust in Yahweh 

and to concentrate on building the temple. 

Then Yahweh would look kindly on them and 

give them material prosperity, he promised. 

Towards the end of Haggai’s prophetic career 



another prophet, named Zechariah, appeared 

on the scene. “The Lord remembered” is the 

meaning of the name. Zechariah was a young 

priest who returned from the exile. He told the 

people that Yahweh who put an end to the 

Babylonian captivity was again about to act 

on their behalf and establish His Rule in 

Jerusalem by sending the Messiah. As a 

preparation for this he invited them to repent 

and turn to Yahweh with their whole heart, 



put an end to oppression, give justice to the 

poor and rebuild the temple of Jerusalem. 

In this preaching Zechariah had frequent 

recourse to the literary form of visions. In 

fact, the Book of Zechariah recounts eight 

visions one after another. The cover picture of 

this story depicts one of such visions. The 

woman in a bushel being carried off by two 

other women is a vivid picture of the message 

that God will wipe out every evil from the 



face of the earth. Zechariah is noted for his 

visions, messianic prophecies and the 

importance he gives to angels. Several of his 

prophesies are quoted in the New Testament 

as fulfilled in Jesus. Among them, the 

prophecy concerning the king riding a donkey 

is the most well known one. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 











































































































































































 



 

Questions 

1. Name the Persian king who conquered Babylon. 

2. Isaiah II asked to prepare a way in the desert. For what? 

3. On what did the religious reform of Nabonidus  concentrate? 

4. Who succeeded Cambisus in Persia? 

5. What was the central message of prophet Haggai? 

6. What is the meaning of the name “Zechariah”? 

7. What is the message conveyed by the cover picture of the 

book? 

8. The New Jerusalem will remain un-walled.  Why? 

9. What do the Lamp-stand and two olive trees signify? 

10. Write down two prophecies of Zechariah that were fulfilled 

In Jesus Christ. 

 



 

THE ENTIRE BIBLE IN COMICS 
1. Cain and Abel 

2. Abraham 

3. Jacob 

4. Joseph 

5. Moses 

6. Joshua 

7. Samson 

8. Ruth 

9. Samuel 

10. Saul 

11. David 

12. King David 

13. Solomon 

14. Elijah 

15. Amos 

16. Hosea 

17. Micah 

 

 

18. Isaiah 

19. Jeremiah 

20. Ezekiel 

21. Zechariah 

22. Jonah 

23. Job 

24. Tobit 

25. Daniel 

26. Susanna 

27. Esther 

28. Judith 

29. Maccabeus 

30. The Maccabees 

31. A World Awaiting 

32. Light of the world 

33. The Herald 

34. The Prophet 

35. The Liberator 

 

 

36. The One to come 

37. The Lord of the Universe 

38. Son of God 

39. The Son of Man 

40. In the shadow of the cross 

41. The Way 

42. Son of David 

43. Bread of Life 

44. The Redeemer 

45. With us forever 

46. Tongues of fire 

47. Baptism in blood 

48. The chosen vessel 

49. Libation 

50. Come, Lord Jesus 

51. Woman 


