
 



 

HOSEA 

Hosea was the last prophet sent to the northern 

kingdom of Israel. He lived during the second 

half of the eighth century B.C., at a time when the 

country was thrown into utter chaos with political 

upheavals and constant change of powers. The 

destruction of Israel foretold by Amos was 

becoming a reality. 

With the death of king Jeroboam II (B.C. 783-

743) peace and prosperity came to an end in 



Israel. The following twenty years witnessed a 

rapid succession of six kings (Zechariah 743; 

Shallum 743; Menahem 743-739; Pekahiah 738-

737; Pekah 737-732 and Hosea 732-724). When 

Israel was rocked by constant revolutions and 

political murders, Assyria was becoming a 

mighty empire under the able leadership of 

powerful kings such as Tiglath Pilesar III (75-

757), Shalmanesser V (726-722) and Sargon II 

(721-724). King of Israel repeatedly changed 

allegiance with Assyria and the other great power, 



Egypt. This waywardness caused the ruin of 

Israel. 

The fall of Israel was further hastened by 

many other factors. While Israel was plunged into 

virtual anarchy, all the evils that Amos had 

denounced became still more pronounced and 

widespread. Murder and robbery became the 

order of the day. Luxury of the rich, oppression of 

the poor and venality of the Judges made life 

intolerable for the ordinary people. Priests and 

prophets, instead of teaching the laws of the 

covenant and upholding moral values, became 



greedy for profit and encouraged corruption. 

Religious practices degenerated into a bargain 

with God for receiving favours. Yahweh and Baal 

were worshipped on the same later. Thus, Israel’s 

political, social and religious systems were 

corrupt to the core. It was under these 

circumstances that Hosea was sent to Israel as the 

prophet of love. 

Hosea was a man who experienced the depth 

of love and the bitterness of betrayal. He married 

Gomer, knowing that she was a temple prostitute, 

and loved her tenderly. But Gomer, instead of 



reciprocating this love, left him and went after 

other lovers and ended up in slavery. Hosea was 

torn by anger and sorrow, love and hatred. Finally 

love proved to be stronger. Hosea searched for 

Gomer and redeemed her by paying her ransom. 

Hosea realized that his life was a symbol of 

God’s love and Israel’s infidelity. He interpreted 

the Sinai Covenant as a marriage between 

Yahweh and His people, Israel. If he could love 

Gomer, his unfaithful wife, so tenderly, how 

much more does God love Israel! If the infidelity 

of Gomer wounded him so deeply, how greater 



would be God’s pain at the sins of Israel. What 

God wants of Israel is that she should repent and 

return to Him with the whole heart and remain 

faithful to the covenant.  

Gomer and Israel are symbols of mankind. 

Man by nature is inclined to evil. Only the infinite 

love of God can redeem him from the captivity of 

sin. This saving love is the motive force behind 

the whole history of salvation which is fulfilled in 

the person of Jesus Christ. The depth of God’s 

love is manifested in that He sent His only Son 

and let him die on the cross to save us. 
 



 



















































































































































































































































 



Questions 

1. Who was Gomer’s father? 

2. What are the names Hosea gave to His children and what 

did they mean? 

3. Why did Israel and Syria join forces against Judah? 

4. Ahas, King of Judah sought help from a king?  Which King? 

5. Who was the last king of the Northern kingdom of Israel? 

6. Name the Assyrian king who destroyed Samaria. 

7. According to Hosea, what is the root cause of every evil? 

8. Life of Hosea was a symbol.  Explain. 

9. What does Gomer Symbolize? 

10. What message do you get from the life of Hosea? 

 

Memorize:  What I want is love, not sacrifice 

     Knowledge of God, not Holocausts. 
 



 

THE ENTIRE BIBLE IN COMICS 
1. Cain and Abel 

2. Abraham 

3. Jacob 

4. Joseph 

5. Moses 

6. Joshua 

7. Samson 

8. Ruth 

9. Samuel 

10. Saul 

11. David 

12. King David 

13. Solomon 

14. Elijah 

15. Amos 

16. Hosea 

17. Micah 

 

 

18. Isaiah 

19. Jeremiah 

20. Ezekiel 

21. Zechariah 

22. Jonah 

23. Job 

24. Tobit 

25. Daniel 

26. Susanna 

27. Esther 

28. Judith 

29. Maccabeus 

30. The Maccabees 

31. A World Awaiting 

32. Light of the world 

33. The Herald 

34. The Prophet 

35. The Liberator 

 

 

36. The One to come 

37. The Lord of the Universe 

38. Son of God 

39. The Son of Man 

40. In the shadow of the cross 

41. The Way 

42. Son of David 

43. Bread of Life 

44. The Redeemer 

45. With us forever 

46. Tongues of fire 

47. Baptism in blood 

48. The chosen vessel 

49. Libation 

50. Come, Lord Jesus 

51. Woman 


