
 



 



Prophet of Justice 

AMOS 

The words of Yahweh pronounced through 

Prophet Elijah, regarding King Ahab and his 

family, became true in 841 B.C. when a military 

commander, Jehu, exterminated the family of 

Ahab and became king of Israel. During the reign 

of Jeroboam II, the great grandson of Jehu (783-

743 B.C.) the Northern kingdom, Israel, reached 

the zenith of its glory. However, the prosperity 

was enjoyed only by a few. 



While a handful of rich people lived in 

extreme luxury, the vast majority of the 

population was reduced to utter misery. Heavy 

taxes and exorbitant interest on loans caused the 

accumulation of wealth in the hands of a few. The 

courts failed to execute justice. Gradually, the 

poor lost not only their property but also their 

freedom. They were auctioned out like animals in 

the slave markets. Not even the religious system 

was helpful to the poor. Sacrifices and festivals 

gave the illusion that God was pleased with the 

rich. 



It was under these circumstances that Yahweh 

called Amos, a shepherd from Tekoa, and sent 

him as His spokesman to Israel. His message is 

recorded in the book of “Amos”. Since the Bible 

tells us very little about his personal life, in the 

present story, imaginary setting is used to situate 

his prophecies. 

Amos’ prophetic mission starts with a vision 

of the Lord standing by a wall holding a plumb 

line in His hand. It gave him the conviction that 

the Lord is going to punish Israel for her crimes. 

Yahweh is the creator of the universe and the 



Lord of all the nations. He had chosen Israel and 

entrusted her with the mission for bearing witness 

to Him. Since she failed miserably in this 

mission, God is going to punish her without 

mercy. 

Most of Amos’ prophecies are denunciations 

of the crimes of Israel. His positive demand can 

be summed up in one sentence: “Let justice roll 

down like waters and integrity like an unfailing 

stream” The image he uses is that of a torrential 

flood that carries away every obstacle that stands 

in the way, a flood that continues for ever. Justice 



should always be executed. A life according to 

the commandments of the covenant is what Amos 

intends by “integrity”. By “justice” he means the 

protection the courts of law should give to the 

poor and the weak. 

Offering sacrifices and celebrating festivals 

will be no substitute for executing justice for the 

poor, Amos proclaimed. In a society where the 

poor are oppressed, sacrifices and feasts become 

an insult to God, a sin, not only because what is 

offered on the altar was robbed from the poor but 

also because the sacrifices pacify the conscience 



of the rich without making them change their 

ways. 

Amos was a man of courage. At the sight of 

the misery of the poor, insensibility of the rich, 

venality of the judges, and hypocrisy of the 

priests, he burst out like a roaring lion against the 

corrupt systems. He became the spokesman of 

God’s judgment upon an oppressive society. He 

spared no one of the oppressors from his 

criticism. Enraged by the prophetic denunciations 

of Amos, the ruling class joined hands against 



him. The Jewish tradition believes that Amos was 

killed by his opponents. 

Amos’ prophetic ministry lasted only for a 

very short period. Still, even after centuries, his 

call for justice resounds like the roaring of a lion. 

Amos continues to be a source of inspiration for 

all who struggle for justice. 

  







































































































































































































































































 



 

Questions 
1. Explain the circumstances under which Amos appeared on 

the scene. 

2. Where was he from? 

3. What are the accusations he raised against the judges? 

4. Was Amos against the Temples and worship? Explain. 

5. Yahweh hated their festivals.  Why? 

6. When does sacrifice become a sin? 

7.  What was the mission entrusted to Israel by Yahweh? 

8. What did Amos demand from the people? 

9. Amos was a man of courage.  Explain. 

10. In the light of the words of Amos, analyze the present social, 

religious system. 
 

 

 



 

THE ENTIRE BIBLE IN COMICS 
1. Cain and Abel 

2. Abraham 

3. Jacob 

4. Joseph 

5. Moses 

6. Joshua 

7. Samson 

8. Ruth 

9. Samuel 

10. Saul 

11. David 

12. King David 

13. Solomon 

14. Elijah 

15. Amos 

16. Hosea 

17. Micah 

 

 

18. Isaiah 

19. Jeremiah 

20. Ezekiel 

21. Zechariah 

22. Jonah 

23. Job 

24. Tobit 

25. Daniel 

26. Susanna 

27. Esther 

28. Judith 

29. Maccabeus 

30. The Maccabees 

31. A World Awaiting 

32. Light of the world 

33. The Herald 

34. The Prophet 

35. The Liberator 

 

 

36. The One to come 

37. The Lord of the Universe 

38. Son of God 

39. The Son of Man 

40. In the shadow of the cross 

41. The Way 

42. Son of David 

43. Bread of Life 

44. The Redeemer 

45. With us forever 

46. Tongues of fire 

47. Baptism in blood 

48. The chosen vessel 

49. Libation 

50. Come, Lord Jesus 

51. Woman 


