
 



 



A whirlwind from the wilderness  

ELIJAH 

The people of Israel, who settled in 

Canaan in the 13
th

 century B.C., were ruled by 

tribal leaders for almost two centuries. These 

leaders helped the people remain faithful to 

Yahweh and His covenant. They had no other 

king but Yahweh who liberated them from 

the slavery in Egypt. 



Towards the middle of the 11
th

 century 

B.C., threatened by powerful enemies, the 

people demanded a king. Samuel, giving way 

to their pressure, anointed Saul as the first 

king of Israel. At the same time he warned 

them that eventually the monarchy would 

cause their ruin. This threat began to be 

materialized during the reign of Solomon 

whose pagan wives introduced idolatry into 

Israel. 



In the course of time, Yahweh and His 

covenant, with its strong ethical demands, 

fell into oblivion. Consequently authority 

became corrupt; the poor and the weak were 

subjected to severe oppression. It is in this 

context that prophets appeared on the scene, 

as the spokesmen of Yahweh and defenders 

of the Covenant. Elijah, the hero of this story, 

is the first of such prophets. He lived in the 

9
th

 Century B.C. in the Northern Kingdom, 

Israel. The Bible passages, 1 Kings 18-21; 2 



Kings 1-2; Sirach 48, 1-11; and Malachi 4, 1-6 

narrate various episodes from his life. 

The name “Elijah” means “my God is 

Yahweh”. True to his name Elijah was a man 

burning with the zeal for Yahweh. At a time 

when confessing the faith in Yahweh was 

considered a crime deserving capital 

punishment, Elijah confronted the king and 

the whole nation in the name of Yahweh. The 

Mount Carmel episode illustrates how he 

kept alive Israel’s faith in Yahweh. 



Elijah was a man of prayer. In every 

adversity he turned to Yahweh for help. It 

was from these encounters that he drew 

strength and courage to carry out his difficult 

mission. From the wilderness into which he 

retired for prayer, he burst out with the force 

of a whirlwind against idolatry and injustice. 

The God experience on Mount Horeb and the 

struggle for justice in Naboth’s vineyard 

illustrate two dimensions of Elijah’s prophetic 

life. Another element that marked his life was 



the working of miracles through which he 

manifested God’s merciful love for the poor 

and the weak. This led to the popular belief 

that Elijah would come to help those in 

difficulties, especially in danger of death. 

The Jews believed that this world would 

come to an end with a universal judgment in 

which God would punish the sinners and 

reward the just. The legend of Elijah’s 

ascension gave rise to the hope that he would 

return just before this judgment in order to 



call the people to conversion. According to 

the gospels this hope was fulfilled in John 

Baptist who came preaching repentance and 

so preparing the way for Jesus, the Messiah. 

Thus, in a broad sense, Elijah is the 

forerunner of Jesus. 
  



 





























 



































 















 





























 



 



















 



 





































 



Questions 
 

1. Explain the circumstances under which God sent Prophets to 

Israel. 

2. What does the name “Elijah” means? 

3. Elija was a man of prayer.  Explain. 

4. “The dogs will lick your blood”.  Who said it, to whom, and why? 

5. Narrate the Mount Carmel episode. 

6. Elijah longed to die.  Why? 

7. What was mission entrusted to Elijah on Mount Horeb? 

8. What message can we draw from the miracle in Elijah’s life? 

9. Explain the Jewish expectations concerning the return of Elijah. 

10.   Elijah was the forerunner of the Messiah.  Explain. 

 

 



 

THE ENTIRE BIBLE IN COMICS 
1. Cain and Abel 

2. Abraham 

3. Jacob 

4. Joseph 

5. Moses 

6. Joshua 

7. Samson 

8. Ruth 

9. Samuel 

10. Saul 

11. David 

12. King David 

13. Solomon 

14. Elijah 

15. Amos 

16. Hosea 

17. Micah 

 

 

18. Isaiah 

19. Jeremiah 

20. Ezekiel 

21. Zechariah 

22. Jonah 

23. Job 

24. Tobit 

25. Daniel 

26. Susanna 

27. Esther 

28. Judith 

29. Maccabeus 

30. The Maccabees 

31. A World Awaiting 

32. Light of the world 

33. The Herald 

34. The Prophet 

35. The Liberator 

 

 

36. The One to come 

37. The Lord of the Universe 

38. Son of God 

39. The Son of Man 

40. In the shadow of the cross 

41. The Way 

42. Son of David 

43. Bread of Life 

44. The Redeemer 

45. With us forever 

46. Tongues of fire 

47. Baptism in blood 

48. The chosen vessel 

49. Libation 

50. Come, Lord Jesus 

51. Woman 


