
 



 



SOLOMON 

The empire built up by King David reached 

the zenith of its glory during the time of 

Solomon (B.C. 970 to 931). Solomon was the 

second son born to David in his favorite wife, 

Bathsheba. With the help of his mother, 

Solomon secured his throne. 

The Bible depicts Solomon as the wisest 

king of Israel. Tow Psalms, the books of 

Proverbs, Qoheleth, Song of Songs, and 



Wisdom are attributed to him. Even Jesus refers 

to Solomon’s wisdom (Mt. 6: 29; Lk. 11:31). 

Solomon encouraged the growth of arts, 

sciences, and architecture. One of his greatest 

achievements was the construction of the 

Jerusalem Temple. His court was a haven for 

intellectuals and writers. The copper mines and 

factories in Ezion-geber was a great source of 

income for him. He had the monopoly of horse 

trade. The extensive navy he built up helped 

him establish a vast network of international 

trade. Israel became rich and famous. 



Through marriage treaties and other political 

maneuvers Solomon established peace in his 

territories. Besides, he maintained a powerful 

army in order to intimidate anybody who would 

dare attack Israel. 

In spite of all these achievements, Solomon 

caused the fall of Israel. The temples and 

shrines he built for his pagan wives became 

hotbeds of idol worship. His extravagance in 

construction works and the luxurious life style 

depleted the royal treasury. He imposed heavy 

taxes on the people of Israel. Most of the 



workforce was recruited through slavery. The 

peace and prosperity that the Bible speaks of, 

was enjoyed only by the King and his officers-

the elite minority. The common people were 

reduced to abject poverty and utter misery.  

It was neither God nor the people but his 

father that made Solomon King. Thus, a new 

tradition of succession to the throne became 

established in Israel, a policy which made the 

king totally independent, irresponsible, an 

unaccountable to anybody. This marked the 

beginning of corruption of authority in Israel. 



Misuse of power and wealth hastened the fall of 

Solomon’s empire. Though he had a mighty 

army, he was not competent to use it. He could 

not safeguard the lands his father had 

conquered. Edom and Syria revolted and gained 

independence. Revolutions were brooding in 

Israel itself. Prophets sent by Yahweh to oppose 

idolatry and oppression hastened the process. 

Thus, Israel under Solomon was a “sleeping 

volcano”. It erupted after his death. 

Though Solomon was a wise man, idol 

worship, luxury and pride caused his downfall. 



At the end he could not find any meaning in 

life. “Vanity of vanities, all in vanity” he cried. 

Solomon is a negative model, an example of 

worldly wisdom and unaccountable authority 

that lead to despair and destruction. 

 

 

 

  



 











 



 

















 



 





 





 





 





 







 



 





 





 



 



 



 









 



 





 

























 























 











 



 





 



 







 



                            Questions 

1. How did Solomon become king? 

2. What happened to Bathsheba’s first child. 

3. Why did Solomon kill Adonijah? 

4. State the blessing Solomon requested from Yahweh. 

5. List the Bible parts attributed to Solomon.   

6. Write an example that demonstrate Solomon’s wisdom? 

7. Why did Solomon divide Israel into twelve provinces? 

8. Why did people become discontent with Solomon’s rule? 

9. Name the Prophet who instigated the revolution against 

Solomon. 

10.  What were the causes of Solomon’s down fall? 

 



 

 THE ENTIRE BIBLE IN COMICS 
1. Cain and Abel 

2. Abraham 

3. Jacob 

4. Joseph 

5. Moses 

6. Joshua 

7. Samson 

8. Ruth 

9. Samuel 

10. Saul 

11. David 

12. King David 

13. Solomon 

14. Elijah 

15. Amos 

16. Hosea 

17. Micah 

 

 

18. Isaiah 

19. Jeremiah 

20. Ezekiel 

21. Zechariah 

22. Jonah 

23. Job 

24. Tobit 

25. Daniel 

26. Susanna 

27. Esther 

28. Judith 

29. Maccabeus 

30. The Maccabees 

31. A World Awaiting 

32. Light of the world 

33. The Herald 

34. The Prophet 

35. The Liberator 

 

 

36. The One to come 

37. The Lord of the Universe 

38. Son of God 

39. The Son of Man 

40. In the shadow of the cross 

41. The Way 

42. Son of David 

43. Bread of Life 

44. The Redeemer 

45. With us forever 

46. Tongues of fire 

47. Baptism in blood 

48. The chosen vessel 

49. Libation 

50. Come, Lord Jesus 

51. Woman 


