
 



 



KING DAVID 

When David was enthroned in Hebron, Israel 

was in the midst of a crisis. The Philistines were 

preparing to wipe out the name of Israel from 

the face of the earth. Other surrounding nations 

tried to capture at least a portion of her land. 

Internal crisis was no less serious. Only the tribe 

of Judah had acclaimed David king. All the other 

tribes had rallied behind Ishbosheth, a son of 

Saul. 



It was David who saved Israel from the verge 

of a total collapse and built her up into a mighty 

empire. His first priority was the unification of all 

the tribes. With the support of the whole nation 

he defeated the enemies one by one. He could 

not only withstand the Philistine attacks but even 

conquer their territories and reduce them into 

vassalage. He ruled Israel for forty years (B.C. 

1010-970). 

David himself captured Jerusalem, the 

Jubusite fortress, and made it his capital. Since it 



belonged to no one of the tribes, all the tribes 

had equal rights there. As the Ark of the 

Covenant was brought in, it became the religious 

and cultic centre of Israel. In the course of time, 

Jerusalem came to be known as the City of God, 

the Holy City, and Mother Zion. 

David was a man of deep faith and trust. It 

was he who instituted regular worship in the tent 

of the Ark with priests and Levites to attend to 

the rituals. He himself wrote many hymns and 

composed music for the worship. David has 



played an important role in establishing and 

spreading Yahweh-worship in Israel. He 

attributed all his success and achievements to 

Yahweh. 

In many respects David was an ideal king. He 

was specially chosen and loved by Yahweh to be 

the leader of the nation. The promise that his 

kingdom will last forever is in fact the most 

important Messianic prophecy. This promise was 

kept alive in Israel even in the midst of national 

crisis, giving them hope of a future restoration. 



Jesus of Nazareth, “Son of David” is the 

fulfillment of this promise. 

In spite of his political wisdom and devotion 

to Yahweh, David had his weakness and failures. 

In a weak moment he was attracted by the 

beauty of another man’s wife and this marked 

the beginning of his fall. It led him to adultery 

and even to murder. Though monogamy was not 

the rule of the day, the fact that David had many 

wives is in no way edifying to the present day 



reader. Rivalries among the prince & born of his 

various wives was a major source of his grief. 

His political organization of the empire had 

much more grave consequences for the whole 

nation. The conquered lands were not annexed 

to Israel, but were directly subjected to the 

crown. This paved the way for excessive 

centralization of power and to the unhealthy cult 

of the person of the king. He introduced new 

laws in the conquered countries, laws that were 

often contrary to those of the Covenant. Later on 



these royal laws were enforced also in Israel. 

Gradually there emerged in Israel a new class of 

rich and powerful men around the king, reducing 

all the others into utter powerlessness, abject 

poverty and virtual slavery. Thus, even though 

David is considered an ideal king, the monarchic 

and imperial tradition he started contained in 

itself the germs of oppression that eventually 

caused its own down fall. 

Nevertheless, David was a God-fearing man. 

Confronted with the gravity of his sins through 



the words of Prophet Nathan, he readily 

repented and was prepared to accept any 

punishment. Even in the midst of calamities he 

did not lose heart. He firmly believed in the 

mercy of God. Thus, King David is a model of 

repentance, of firm belief in Yahweh and of 

humble submission to His will. 

 

 

 

  



 





 



 



 











 



 



 







 





 



 



 















 



 





 







 





 



 

















 



 



 







 









 



 



 



 





 





 



 









 



















 

























 



 

QUESTIONS 

After reading this story, and its source, 2 Samuel, answer the following 

questions. 

1. Israel was facing a crisis when David became king. Explain. 

2. How did David unify all the tribes of Israel under his leadership? 

3. Name the two captains of David. 

4. What does the name “Jerusalem” means? 

5. Who were the two high priests David appointed? 

6. What was the promise Yahweh made to David? 

7. State the causes of David’s fall. 

8. Nathan told David a story. What was it? 

9. Why did King David run away from his palace? 

10. David is the model of repentance. Explain. 

  



 

 THE ENTIRE BIBLE IN COMICS 
1. Cain and Abel 

2. Abraham 

3. Jacob 

4. Joseph 

5. Moses 

6. Joshua 

7. Samson 

8. Ruth 

9. Samuel 

10. Saul 

11. David 

12. King David 

13. Solomon 

14. Elijah 

15. Amos 

16. Hosea 

17. Micah 

 

 

18. Isaiah 

19. Jeremiah 

20. Ezekiel 

21. Zechariah 

22. Jonah 

23. Job 

24. Tobit 

25. Daniel 

26. Susanna 

27. Esther 

28. Judith 

29. Maccabeus 

30. The Maccabees 

31. A World Awaiting 

32. Light of the world 

33. The Herald 

34. The Prophet 

35. The Liberator 

 

 

36. The One to come 

37. The Lord of the Universe 

38. Son of God 

39. The Son of Man 

40. In the shadow of the cross 

41. The Way 

42. Son of David 

43. Bread of Life 

44. The Redeemer 

45. With us forever 

46. Tongues of fire 

47. Baptism in blood 

48. The chosen vessel 

49. Libation 

50. Come, Lord Jesus 

51. Woman 


