
 



 



SAUL 

Saul, son of Kish, was the first king of Israel. His 

reign lasted for twenty years (B.C. 1030-1010). 

Twenty three chapters of the Bible (1 Sam 9-31) are 

set aside for Saul. The present story is based on the 

narratives found in those chapters. 

It was at a critical moment that Saul was called to 

assume the leadership of his people. The land that 

was promised to Abraham’s descendants and was 

occupied by them under the leadership of Joshua 

was being taken away from them by the powerful 

Philistines. The very existence of Israel was 



threatened. The tribal set up and the charismatic 

leadership of the “Judges” proved to be insufficient 

to check the Philistines. 

Saul was made king by divine election, priestly 

anointing and popular acclamation. He was the man 

of the hour. A farmer by origin, Saul remained 

wedded to simple life right to the end. Scrupulously 

adhering to the advice of Samuel, he neither built 

palaces nor accumulated wealth for himself. He loved 

his people and risked his very life for them. 

From a bunch of farmers and shepherds, he built 

up a powerful army. In several battles he defeated 



the Philistines and captured a good part of their 

territory. Under his able leadership, Israel became a 

nation. It was Saul who laid the foundation for the 

future empire of David and Solomon. 

Saul was a courageous man who marched into 

the battlefield at the head of his army. Even when 

most of his men deserted, with a handful of soldiers, 

he defeated the Philistines, inspiring courage in his 

followers. He died fighting the enemies and thus 

offered his life for his people. 

All the same, he is a tragic figure, a victim of the 

circumstances. He stands at the turning point of 



Israel’s history, the period of transition from the 

tribal set up to the monarchic rule. His duty as a king 

was an exceptionally difficult one. The people who 

acclaimed him as a king and looked up to him for 

protection did not give him the necessary support. 

Samuel who anointed him not only withdrew his 

support but also plotted against him by anointing 

David as a rival king. 

The break with Samuel crushed Saul’s spirit. He 

was torn between the stringent demands of the 

Yahwistic religion represented by Samuel and the 

needs of the time. Unable to reconcile idealism with 



concrete reality, he fell victim to depression and 

jealousy. In the end he could not distinguish between 

friends and foes. The cold blooded murder of the 

priests and the constant hunting after David made 

him very unpopular and eventually led to his 

downfall. 

In the history of Salvation Saul has a preparatory 

function. In fact he prepared the way for David, the 

Messianic figure. Seen from this perspective, Saul 

resembles John the Baptist who prepared the way for 

the Messiah. 
 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 





 





 





 



 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 



 





 



 



 



 

QUESTIONS 

1. Name Saul’s tribe. 

2. When did Saul rule Israel? 

3. Why did the Israelites demand for a king? 

4. How did Saul become king? 

5. Who was the major enemy of Israel? 

6. What advice did Samuel give to Saul? 

7. As the first king of Israel, what were the conflicts Saul had to face? 

8. Saul laid the foundation for Israel to become an empire. How? 

9. Explain the causes of Saul’s downfall. 

10. What is his place in the history of Salvation? 

 

 

 



 



 

 THE ENTIRE BIBLE IN COMICS 
1. Cain and Abel 

2. Abraham 

3. Jacob 

4. Joseph 

5. Moses 

6. Joshua 

7. Samson 

8. Ruth 

9. Samuel 

10. Saul 

11. David 

12. King David 

13. Solomon 

14. Elijah 

15. Amos 

16. Hosea 

17. Micah 

 

 

18. Isaiah 

19. Jeremiah 

20. Ezekiel 

21. Zechariah 

22. Jonah 

23. Job 

24. Tobit 

25. Daniel 

26. Susanna 

27. Esther 

28. Judith 

29. Maccabeus 

30. The Maccabees 

31. A World Awaiting 

32. Light of the world 

33. The Herald 

34. The Prophet 

35. The Liberator 

 

 

36. The One to come 

37. The Lord of the Universe 

38. Son of God 

39. The Son of Man 

40. In the shadow of the cross 

41. The Way 

42. Son of David 

43. Bread of Life 

44. The Redeemer 

45. With us forever 

46. Tongues of fire 

47. Baptism in blood 

48. The chosen vessel 

49. Libation 

50. Come, Lord Jesus 

51. Woman 


