
 



 



SAMUEL 

Samuel was a great prophet who lived in the 11
th

 

century B.C. He was the last and the greatest of the 

“Judges” who ruled Israel. In the history of Israel only 

Moses excels him in importance. Two Books of the Bible 

are in his name. The present story is based on 1 Sam 1-8. 

 

The birth of Samuel is attributed to a special act of 

divine providence. His mother, Anna, had to wait for a 

long time in ardent prayer before she was blessed with a 

son. The name “Samuel” means “the name of El (God)” of 

“El is his name.” His life, as the name implies was totally 

dedicated to the service of God. 



Samuel’s response to God’s call: “Speak Lord, Thy 

servant is listening” defines his whole life. Samuel was a 

man of God, who had to go through severe internal 

struggles and external conflicts. He stands at a turning 

point in the history of Israel. 

 

In the life of Samuel two incidents stand out. The first 

is the crisis that followed the defeat of Israel at Aphek. 

The Ark of the Covenant was captured by the philistines. 

The priests were killed and the cultic centre, Shilo, was 

destroyed. In this crucial moment it was Samuel who 

instilled hope and courage in the people, making them 

turn to Yahweh with contrite hearts. 



Samuel faced a second crisis when the people 

clamored for a king. The tribal set-up under the 

charismatic leadership of Judges became insufficient to 

meet the Philistine threat. Only with a standing army with 

the able leadership of a king, could Israel hope to defend 

themselves against the Philistines who were far superior 

to them in military power. But on the other hand, there 

was the traditional faith that Yahweh alone is the king of 

Israel. Samuel was torn between the concrete need of the 

moment and the age old faith of the people. Even when 

he anoints a king, he does not fail to insist upon God’s 

sovereignty and the need of total obedience to His Will. 

Samuel’s attitude towards kingship was ambiguous and 

this paved the way for his conflict with the monarchy. 



Samuel was a great prophet. His eyes were sharpened 

to see the people and their history as God sees them. 

Though he loved his people tenderly, he was a fierce critic 

of them and of their king. He was an unflinching champion 

of Yahwistic faith, and thus the first in the series of 

classical prophets. 

 

Samuel was a priest who wept with his people in their 

disasters. He prayed for them and offered sacrifices on 

their behalf. He taught them the law of God faithfully. 

Thus, he is the forerunner of the Messiah who is a priest, 

prophet and king. Samuel is a model of faith in Yahweh, of 

uncompromising fidelity to His call and of constant prayer. 

 





 







 



 







 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 





 



 



 





 



 





 



 





 













 



 







 









 



 



 



 



 

































































 



                                      Questions 
 

1. When did Samuel live? 

2. What was the promise Samuel’s mother made before his 

birth? 

3. What does the name Samuel mean? 

4. What were the two crucial moments in Samuel’s life? 

5. What are the characteristics of classical prophecy that 

starts with Samuel? 

6. What did Samuel do as a priest? 

7. Why did Samuel oppose Monarchy? 

8. Samuel was a courageous spokesman of God, explain. 

9. In what sense is Samuel a forerunner of the Messiah? 

10. What do you learn from the life of Samuel? 

 



 

 

 THE ENTIRE BIBLE IN COMICS 
1. Cain and Abel 

2. Abraham 

3. Jacob 

4. Joseph 

5. Moses 

6. Joshua 

7. Samson 

8. Ruth 

9. Samuel 

10. Saul 

11. David 

12. King David 

13. Solomon 

14. Elijah 

15. Amos 

16. Hosea 

17. Micah 

 

 

18. Isaiah 

19. Jeremiah 

20. Ezekiel 

21. Zechariah 

22. Jonah 

23. Job 

24. Tobit 

25. Daniel 

26. Susanna 

27. Esther 

28. Judith 

29. Maccabeus 

30. The Maccabees 

31. A World Awaiting 

32. Light of the world 

33. The Herald 

34. The Prophet 

35. The Liberator 

 

 

36. The One to come 

37. The Lord of the Universe 

38. Son of God 

39. The Son of Man 

40. In the shadow of the cross 

41. The Way 

42. Son of David 

43. Bread of Life 

44. The Redeemer 

45. With us forever 

46. Tongues of fire 

47. Baptism in blood 

48. The chosen vessel 

49. Libation 

50. Come, Lord Jesus 

51. Woman 


