
 



 



RUTH 
The people of Israel were specially chosen by Yahweh 

to be His witness among the nations. They were supposed 

to bring other peoples to the Knowledge of the true God by 

living according to the laws of the Covenant. But, contact 

with the other peoples whom they called “Gentiles”, 

corrupted the faith of Israel. So, they were strictly 

forbidden to enter into marriage with the gentiles. 

However, during the Exile (587-535 B.C.) such marriages 

became very common. A part of the Jewish authority 

reacted violently to such practices and tried even to 

separate husbands from their gentile wives. They believed 

that salvation was their exclusive right and developed a 



condescending attitude towards the gentiles. The book of 

Ruth was written as a reaction to this attitude. In writing 

the book, the sacred author made use of material that was 

available in the popular tradition. 

 

The story of Ruth shows that the marriage with a 

gentile woman does not necessarily corrupt the faith of the 

Israelites. In fact, through such a marriage the gentiles can 

be converted to the worship of Yahweh. Ruth, the Moabite 

widow, is an outstanding example of such a conversion. In 

her firm adherence to Yahweh, and in her selfless love and 

total dedication to her mother-in-law, Ruth is depicted as a 

model even for the Israelites. 



 

Trusting in Yahweh, Ruth left behind everything and 

set out to an uncertain future. In this, she resembles 

Abraham, the father of faith. Herself a widow, acquainted 

with grief and misery, she showed a special concern for all 

those who were afflicted. Her love and dedication was 

abundantly rewarded by God. She became the great 

grandmother of King David, the ancestor of the Messiah. 

In God’s eye, it is not the purity of race but the purity of 

heart that counts. 

 

Ruth is a model of filial dedication and of merciful 

love. Through this story, the Bible teaches that God is the 



God of all. He does not approve of communalism. Nobody 

can claim any privilege on the basis of race and caste. Only 

the poor are the object of God’s special love. In this sense, 

the Book of Ruth has a special message for the world 

today, where people are still divided and discriminated on 

the basis of caste and creed. 

 

 







 



 



 





 



 







 





 



 



 









 





 



 



 



 





 



 



 





 



 







 









 



 





 











 





 



 





 



 













 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 



 























 



 



 



 



Questions 

 
1. Why did Naomi and family migrate to Moab? 

2. Whom did the Moabites worship as the God of plenty? 

3. Explain the situation in which the book of Ruth was written. 

4. What was the purpose of the call of Israel? 

5. Who are the gentiles? 

6. Why did the Israelites separate themselves from the Gentiles. 

7. Who had the right to glean? 

8. Why did Ruth decide to go to Bethlehem? 

9. What lessons the Bible teaches by the story of Ruth? 

10. What is the place of Ruth in the history of Salvation? 

  



 


