
 



 



SAMSON 

Towards the end of the thirteenth century B.C., 

under the leadership of Joshua, the Israelites captured 

parts of Canaan, the Promised Land. For about two 

centuries (B.C. 1200 – 1025) they were ruled by 

“Judges”. These rulers were called ‘Judges’ not because 

they pronounced any judgment in legal disputes but 

because they were called by God to execute His 

judgment in favor of Israel, an oppressed people. For 

this purpose they were equipped with the spirit and the 

power of God. Samson was such a leader. 



The Israelites were scattered in various parts of 

Canaan. In the course of time, forgetting the Covenant 

with Yahweh, renewed at Shechem, they mingled with 

the Canaanites and accepted their customs and beliefs. 

They tried to remain in good terms with the neighboring 

peoples but were often attacked and enslaved by them. 

Bible depicts these episodes as punishments, sent by 

Yahweh, to discipline the Israelites and to make them 

return to Him. 

Whenever the oppression became unbearable, the 

people would cry to Yahweh and He would send them a 

liberator. The Book of “Judges” presents twelve such 

liberators. In this book many of the historical events are 



elaborated with legendary details. The story of 

“Samson” is based on the episodes presented in the book 

of Judges, Chapters 13-16. 

“Samson” depicts the tragic fall of a mighty man. 

For a long time, Samson’s parents were childless. His 

birth was considered a miraculous event. Even before he 

was born, he was consecrated to Yahweh as a 

“Nazirite”. He was sent by God to protect the Israelites 

from the Philistines. 

Against his parents’ wish, Samson married a 

philistine woman. With the failure of that marriage, his 

life began to fall apart. Though Samson was aware that 

he was a consecrated person with a special mission, he 



did not care to keep his vows. Pride coupled with lust 

made him blind to the laws Yahweh. 

Samson was gifted with extra-ordinary physical 

strength. But he forgot that this was given to him for a 

special purpose. As a result, he lost his strength, sight, 

and freedom and became the laughing stock of his 

enemies. In utter misery he turned to Yahweh.  

Samson is a negative model. His story teaches what a 

leader should not be. God gives his gifts with a purpose. 

They are not to be misappropriated for one’s own 

pleasure. Samson in the prison, blinded and bound, 

depicts the consequences of a forgetting God. 





 



 



 







 



 



 



 





 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 













 



 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 





 





 







 



 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



QUESTIONS 

After reading the book of Judges and “Samson”, answer 

the following questions. 

1. Who were the “Judges”? 

2. When did the “Judges” rule Israel? 

3. How does the Bible interpret the misfortunes that  

       befell Israel? 

4. What is the central message of the Book of Judges? 

5. Who was Samson’s father? 

6. Who is a Nazirite? 

7. What was the secret of Samson’s strength? 

8. How did Samson lose his strength? 

9. Explain the causes of Samson’s fall. 

10. What message does the story of Samson convey? 



 


