
 



 



JOSHUA 

Joshua is the hero who led the people of Israel in 

the conquest of Canaan. Though many had set out from 

Egypt under Moses only two of them, Joshua and Caleb, 

who remained faithful to Yahweh all through the 

journey, could enter the Promised Land. 

In the life of Joshua three events stand out: the 

conquest of the land, the division of the land among 

the twelve tribes and the covenant as Shechem. The 

events narrated here took place in the second half of 

the thirteenth Century B.C. The present story is based 

on the Book of Joshua, a book of the Bible, written 



sometime in the sixth century B.C. At that time the 

people of Israel was in the Babylonian captivity. 

The Book of Joshua depicts a very dramatic picture 

of the conquest. It gives the impression of an unending 

series of victories. But, one should not forget the fact 

that these narratives took shape six centuries after the 

actual events. The Bible sees the battles of Joshua as 

the battle of Yahweh who was decided to give an 

oppressed and landless people a land of their own. 

Joshua could not capture the whole of Canaan, as 

the book itself admits (Jos 13,1). Only after two 

centuries, under King David, could Israel conquer the 



whole land. The sacred author writing after centuries 

attributed much of David’s victories to Joshua. The God 

who liberated them once would lead them again from 

captivity to the Promised Land. It was to instill this hope 

in the people that the Book of Joshua was written. 

Besides, he wanted to teach them that the misery they 

were subjected to was due to their own infidelity to 

Yahweh. 

The violent destruction of towns as well as the 

brutal massacre of people raises many questions, 

especially because they are said to be ordered by 

Yahweh. If God is the God of all, then why is it that he 

shows partiality to one particular people? Here we have 



to distinguish between historical facts and their biblical 

interpretation. The Israelites who settled down in 

Canaan mingled with the people of the land, adopting 

their customs and accepting their religious practices. 

Thus, gradually they turned away from Yahweh, 

becoming unfaithful. This should not have taken place, 

argued the sacred writer. This belief is reflected in the 

command to exterminate the Canaanites, a command 

that probably was neither given nor executed. 

Joshua divided the land among the twelve tribes. 

No tribe was considered inferior or superior to another 

one. All the families of Israel had equal rights in the 

Promised Land. Only the tribe of Levi, dedicated to 



priestly service, had no claim on the land. They were to 

be supported by the other tribes. 

The recently discovered “El-Amarna letters” give 

important insights into the history of Joshua’s 

conquests. Some of these letters were written by the 

Canaanite kings to their sovereign, the Pharaoh, 

requesting his help against the farmers in revolt. It 

seems that when Joshua entered Canaan the whole 

land was rocked by revolutionary wars. It is quite 

probable that the peasants of the land, rejecting the 

rule and religion of the kings, joined the Israelites and 

accepted Yahweh, the God of the oppressed, as their 



God. The covenant at Shechem established the 

communion of this new people. 

The name Joshua means, “Yahweh saves”. “Jesus” 

is the Greek form of his Hebrew name. Joshua who led 

the Israelites into Canaan is the prototype of Jesus who 

leads the whole humanity into the Kingdom of God, the 

true Promised Land. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 













 





 



 



 



 









 



 





 



 



 



 





 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 





 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



QUESTIONS 

1. What is the meaning of the name Joshua? 

2. Not all of those who set out from Egypt entered Canaan.  

       Why? 

3. Give the name of the woman who protected the Israelite  

       spies.  

4. What was the sin of Achan? 

5. What message did Joshua want to convey by hanging the  

       five kings?      

6. Why was Joshua ordered to exterminate the Canaanites? 

7. Which are the twelve tribes to whom Joshua gave the land? 

8. Why was the tribe of Levi given no inheritance in the land? 

9. It was Yahweh who brought victory to Israel, illustrate with  

       an example. 

10. Joshua is the prototype of Jesus. Explain 



 


