
 



 



MOSES 
Moses was the leader chosen by God to 

bring the Israelites out of their slavery in 

Egypt. This liberation called Exodus is the 

most important event in the history of Israel. 

Though brought up in the king’s palace as a 

prince, Moses became aware of the sad plight 

of his people. The desire to liberate them from 

their misery became the sole driving force of 

his life. For this end, he gave up the comfort 



and luxury and became one with his enslaved 

brethren. 

 

Moses’ initial attempt to defend the 

Israelites against the Egyptians ended in utter 

failure. Rejected by his own people and 

hunted by the Pharaoh, Moses escaped to 

Midian. Yet, he was constantly haunted by the 

thought of the misery of his people in Egypt. 

He felt crushed by his helplessness to do 

anything about it. But an encounter with God 



in the desert brought a radical change in 

Moses’ life. He learned that what was 

impossible for man was possible for God. His 

fear and despair turned into courage and hope. 

Two things stand out in this God-experience 

of Moses: 1) God is holy and consequently the 

one who approaches Him has to be holy. 2) 

The Holy God hears the cry of the oppressed; 

Yahweh is his name. By this encounter Moses 

was awakened to a deeper realization of the 

greatness of God against his own lowliness. 



He realized that the liberation of Israel would 

be God’s own work while he himself was to 

be an instrument in His hands. 

 

Moses was a man of God, a man of deep 

faith and prayer. He believed that Yahweh 

who called him would always be with him. 

From this conviction Moses gained courage to 

confront the Pharoah who sought to kill him, 

patience to accept the people who rejected 



him and strength to lead a rebellious and 

crushed people to freedom. 

 

Moses was an ideal leader. He was one 

with his people. Though they were selfish, 

petty, and ignorant he loved them more than 

himself. He led them through the wilderness, 

never losing sight of his goal. He risked his 

life for them and interceded for them before 

God, being ready even to take upon himself 

the punishment for their crime. 



It was Moses who helped Israel, an 

enslaved and insignificant people, to become a 

nation. It was he who led them from slavery to 

freedom, from a foreign land to the Promised 

Land, and from idol worship to the worship of 

Yahweh. It was he who mediated the covenant 

and taught the laws of God. Thus Israel 

became a chosen people and a priestly nation. 

The Bible presents Moses as the greatest 

prophet Israel ever saw. He is also depicted as 

the liberator and law giver. The people of 



Israel waited for a new Moses who would 

mediate a new covenant, definitively reveal 

the will of God and lead them to salvation. 

This hope was realized in Jesus of Nazareth, 

the last envoy of God. 

 

This story is based on events narrated in 

the books of Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and 

Deuteronomy. We have been forced to leave 

out several episodes due to the limitation of 

space. 
 



 



 





 





 



 



 







 



 





 



 







 









 





 







 



 



 





























 



 





 







 









 











 



 















 



 



 









 



 



 



 



 









 





 



 



 



 







 



Questions 
 

1. Why did Moses escape to Midian? 

2.  Who was Moses’ wife? 

3.  What did God who appeared in the burning bush say to Moses? 

4.  What are plagues God sent to Egypt? 

5.  What did Israel commemorate by the Passover? 

6.  What did Israel have to do to remain as the people of God? 

7.  Explain with an example that Moses loved his people more than     

     himself. 

8.  Why did Israel wander through the wilderness for forty years? 

9.  What was the great sin Israel committed against God? 

10.  Compare and contrast Moses with Jesus. 


