


 



JOSEPH 
The story of Joseph stands at a turning point in the 

history of Israel as well as the history of Salvation. Time 

and again God promised Abraham and his descendants a 

land of their own. That was the land of Canaan where 

Jacob settled down with his sons. But Jacob (Israel) was 

uprooted and replanted in Egypt, a foreign land that 

eventually became a land of slavery for them. The various 

circumstances which led to this migration are colorfully 

depicted in the beautiful story of Joseph. This is a story of 

love and hatred, of jealousy and sympathy. 

 

Joseph, the hero of the story, had to undergo various 

trials and tribulations before he reached the highest 



position in Egypt, second only to the king. He lost his 

mother when he was just a little boy. The tender love of his 

father provoked bitter jealousy and hatred in his brothers. 

They tried to kill him; but finally sold him into slavery. 

The Medianite merchants who bought him brought him to 

Egypt where he was sold to a royal officer. When his new 

master, Potiphar, began to like him and to entrust him with 

important offices, Joseph thought that his troubles had 

come to an end. But more was in store for him. His fidelity 

to the master and his fear of God made him resist a 

seducing mistress which resulted in long imprisonment. 

 

Only after long years of hard work, slavery and 

imprisonment was Joseph liberated. This time he was 



exalted beyond every expectation. He was raised to a 

position he had never dreamt of. 

 

Joseph, who was hated, persecuted, and sold into 

slavery, is the prototype of Jesus Christ who was rejected, 

handed over to foreigners, and killed by his own people. 

As Joseph was eventually raised as a ruler, so was Jesus 

rose from the dead and exalted as the ruler of the whole 

universe. 

 

God’s ways are not our ways. Often we do not 

understand why misfortunes overtake us. In spite of the 

best of intentions people misunderstand and hate us. Even 

after working hard with utmost sincerity, our undertakings 

meet with utter failure. Why this to me? We ask and very 



often we do not get any answer. The trials and troubles of 

Joseph came to a happy end; but not all are so fortunate in 

life. Here only faith can help us to realize that nothing that 

takes place in our lives happens by chance. Everything has 

a place in God’s providence. 

 

The story of Joseph teaches us to trust in providence, 

to stand for truth and justice even at great risk, to love the 

enemies, and to meet evil with good. 
 
 





 







 





 







 



 



 



 











 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 



 





 



 









 



 



 















 



 



 



 



 



 







 





 





 





 



 



 





 



 



 



 





 



 







 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Questions 
 

After reading the story of “Joseph” and its source (Gen. 35-50), answer the 

following questions: 

 

1. Who was Joseph’s mother? 

2. Why did Joseph’s brothers hate him? 

3. Explain the circumstances that brought Joseph to Egypt. 

4. How did Joseph rise from slavery to the position of chancellor in 

Egypt? 

5. Explain Pharaoh’s dreams and their meaning. 

6. What was the name Pharaoh gave to Joseph? 

7. How did Joseph test his brother’s love towards Benjamin? 

8. Name the two sons of Joseph. 

9. Joseph as a prototype of Jesus. Explain. 

10. What is the message you get from “Joseph”? 
 


