
 



BAPTISM IN BLOOD 

The Church born from the blood of Christ 

grew up through the sufferings and death of 

martyrs. The present story starts with the stoning 

of Stephen, the first martyr and ends with the 

violent death of Apostle James. Acts 7-12 is the 

basis for this story. 

Initially the Church was taken for a reformist 

group or a protestant fraction of the Jewish 

religion. It took time even for the disciples to 



grasp the depth and breadth of the definitive 

intervention of God in human history through 

Jesus Christ. The Apostles were aware of the 

universal mission entrusted to them by the Risen 

Lord; still for almost six years they lingered in and 

around Jerusalem. It was the persecution that 

forced them out. The Holy Spirit was pushing 

them farther and farther away from the religious 

capital of Judaism. Wherever they went, they 

proclaimed the Good News. 



The deacons were elected to look after the 

material affairs of the Church. However, in the 

course of time, they also became full time 

evangelizers because they firmly believed that 

when the Word of God fully transforms the 

human hearts, a just society will take shape and 

then there will be no need of anybody 

supervising the distribution of food and clothing. 

The examples of Stephen and Philip, the 

deacons, show that preaching the gospel is the 

primary task of every Christian.  



The conversion of Saul marked a turning 

point in the history of the Church. The Damascus 

experience was a dramatic call from God. The 

encounter with the risen Christ revealed to him 

that the crucified Jesus lives and suffers in the 

Church. This new awareness transformed the 

bitter enemy of the Church into a zealous 

missionary of Christ. The experience of Paul and 

innumerable other disciples proclaim that Jesus 

Christ is not a person dead and gone but the Lord 

who lives and works in the world. 



The conversion of Cornelius, the Roman 

centurion, marked another turning point in the 

history of evangelization. Philip had preached to 

the Samaritans and to a gentile (the Ethiopian 

eunuch) on the way. But, Peter went into the 

house of a non Jew, proclaimed the Gospel, and 

baptized the family. It was God himself who 

prepared Peter for this new step by revealing to 

him that God loves all peoples without the 

distinction of caste or race. However, the 

questions raised by the Jerusalem Church against 



Peter’s action demonstrate how difficult it was 

for a Jewish Christian Church to grasp the 

implications of that vision. It was almost twenty 

years after the Pentecost that the Church finally 

obtained clarity about the place of Jews and non 

Jews in the Church. 

It is through the people who are open to the 

Spirit that evangelization takes place in its true 

sense. No one who follows the footsteps of the 

Lord can escape suffering and persecution. This 

very suffering is the source of strength for the 



Christians to proclaim the Gospel. Those who 

have received the Baptism in water and Spirit 

must be ready for the Baptism in blood as well, in 

order to follow Jesus who poured out his blood 

for us. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Questions 

 
1. What were the accusations brought against Stephen? 

2. Who was Saul? 

3. What were his accusations against the Christians? 

4. When did the Samaritans receive the Holy Spirit? 

5. Explain the conversion of Saul. 

6. What insight did Saul gain from the Damascus experience? 

7. How did Peter come to know that all are equal in the eyes of God? 

8. Describe the conversion of Cornelius. 

9. Why did the Jewish Christians in Jerusalem question Peter? 

10. Name the king who killed Jacob and arrested Peter. 

 

Memorize: “I am Jesus whom you persecute” (Acts 9,5) 

 
 

 



 

 

THE ENTIRE BIBLE IN COMICS 
1. Cain and Abel 

2. Abraham 

3. Jacob 

4. Joseph 

5. Moses 

6. Joshua 

7. Samson 

8. Ruth 

9. Samuel 

10. Saul 

11. David 

12. King David 

13. Solomon 

14. Elijah 

15. Amos 

16. Hosea 

17. Micah 

 

 

18. Isaiah 

19. Jeremiah 

20. Ezekiel 

21. Zechariah 

22. Jonah 

23. Job 

24. Tobit 

25. Daniel 

26. Susanna 

27. Esther 

28. Judith 

29. Maccabeus 

30. The Maccabees 

31. A World Awaiting 

32. Light of the world 

33. The Herald 

34. The Prophet 

35. The Liberator 

 

 

36. The One to come 

37. The Lord of the Universe 

38. Son of God 

39. The Son of Man 

40. In the shadow of the cross 

41. The Way 

42. Son of David 

43. Bread of Life 

44. The Redeemer 

45. With us forever 

46. Tongues of fire 

47. Baptism in blood 

48. The chosen vessel 

49. Libation 

50. Come, Lord Jesus 

51. Woman 


