
 



TONGUES OF FIRE 

We are starting a new series comprising four 

books under the title “witnesses”. During the 

earthly life Jesus limited his activities to the 

territories of Israel. But, the good news of salvation 

brought by Jesus was not to be limited to a 

particular people of area. So, after the resurrection 

Jesus sent out the apostles to the whole world. The 

present series depicts how they accomplished this 

task by preaching the Gospel from Jerusalem to 

Rome, the capital of the then known western 



world. These stories are based on the book of the 

Bible called “The Acts of the Apostles”. 

The present book depicts the events that took 

place in Jerusalem from the coming of the Holy 

Spirit to the election of the deacons (Acts 1-6). The 

title “tongues of fire” refers to the mission of the 

apostles to proclaim the gospel with strength and 

zeal. The outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the day 

of Pentecost marked the solemn inauguration of 

the Church of Christ. The feast of Pentecost was 

one of the three major feasts of the Jews, the 

others being Passover and the feast of tabernacles. 



Its name, meaning “fiftieth” derives from the fact 

that it was celebrated on the fiftieth day after the 

Passover. The pilgrims who came to Jerusalem for 

the Passover feast usually stayed on till the 

Pentecost. 

The coming of the Holy Spirit marked a 

transformation in the lives of the apostles. They 

were illiterate fishermen from Galilee, who were 

hiding in Jerusalem for fear of the Jews, but 

suddenly became courageous and eloquent 

speakers. Those who fled at the arrest of Jesus and 

denied him when questioned started proclaiming 



in public that the one they crucified has risen from 

death and that he is the only Savior. Miracles of 

healing confirmed their preaching. Touched by the 

Holy Spirit, the audience could understand the 

apostles, speech in their own language. As the 

confusion of language at the “tower of Babel” 

marked the scattering of peoples, so the coming of 

the Holy Spirit initiated the gathering of nations 

into one people. 

The people who repented and believed in Jesus 

Christ were baptized and became one family. The 

primitive Christian community had four 



characteristics. 1. They believed in the teachings of 

the apostles; 2. shared all material goods; 3. 

celebrated the memory of Jesus’ death and 

resurrection in the “breaking of the bread” and 4. 

were united in prayer. 

Thousands of people were converted and 

accepted Jesus as the only Saviour and Lord. But, 

the Jewish leaders, adamant in their convictions, 

were determined to destroy the infant Church. 

Even though they tried to stop the apostles from 

speaking about Christ through threats and 

persecution, the Church was growing fast. As the 



believers took refuge in ever more ardent prayers, 

the Holy Spirit gave them strength and courage for 

bearing witness to Jesus Christ. The episode of 

Ananias and Sapphira, as well as the election of the 

deacons show how the apostles dealt with the 

internal problems of the Church. This ideal picture 

of the primitive Church is a model and source of 

inspiration for the Church of Christ at all times. All 

our actions should be guided by the inspiration of 

the Holy Spirit. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Questions 
1. Explain the meaning of “Pentecost” in the Old and New Testaments. 

2. Why is the book called “Tongues of Fire”? 

3. Why did the disciples elect an apostle? 

4. How did the apostles become courageous? 

5. Compare the Pentecostal experience with that of the “Tower of Babel”. 

6. What were the four characteristic traits of the first Christian 

community? 

7. Give a summary of the first sermon of peter. 

8. What was the response to the first miracle performed by the apostles? 

9. What attracted the people to the Church? 

10. Explain the situation that led to the election of the deacons. 

 

Memorize: “When the Holy Spirit comes upon you, you will be filled 

with power, and you will be witnesses for me” (Acts 1,8) 
 

 



 

THE ENTIRE BIBLE IN COMICS 
1. Cain and Abel 

2. Abraham 

3. Jacob 

4. Joseph 

5. Moses 

6. Joshua 

7. Samson 

8. Ruth 

9. Samuel 

10. Saul 

11. David 

12. King David 

13. Solomon 

14. Elijah 

15. Amos 

16. Hosea 

17. Micah 

 

 

18. Isaiah 

19. Jeremiah 

20. Ezekiel 

21. Zechariah 

22. Jonah 

23. Job 

24. Tobit 

25. Daniel 

26. Susanna 

27. Esther 

28. Judith 

29. Maccabeus 

30. The Maccabees 

31. A World Awaiting 

32. Light of the world 

33. The Herald 

34. The Prophet 

35. The Liberator 

 

 

36. The One to come 

37. The Lord of the Universe 

38. Son of God 

39. The Son of Man 

40. In the shadow of the cross 

41. The Way 

42. Son of David 

43. Bread of Life 

44. The Redeemer 

45. With us forever 

46. Tongues of fire 

47. Baptism in blood 

48. The chosen vessel 

49. Libation 

50. Come, Lord Jesus 

51. Woman 


