
 



 

 



LIGHT OF THE WORLD 

Jesus Christ is a historical person who was born in 

Bethlehem during the last years of Herod’s rule. His birth, 

though pre-announced by the prophets of Israel awaited by 

the entire world, took place in a totally unexpected manner 

and provoked contradictory reactions. While the poor and 

the humble were filled with exuberant joy, the rich and the 

mighty burst out with violent hatred. The present story 

deals with the events related to that birth. 

Mary, the humble maid of Nazareth, conceived him in 

faith, by the work of the Holy Spirit. Her visit to Elizabeth 

occasioned the first confession of faith in Jesus as the 

Lord, giving rise to an exultant joy. Through her hymn of 



praise and humble service, Mary proclaimed the Good 

News of God’s entry into our history. 

Joseph, to whom Mary was betrothed, was thrown into 

utter confusion by that inexplicable event, but finally 

surrendered in faith and thus became the father of the child 

whom he did not physically generate. Like Abraham of 

old, he believed that nothing was impossible with God. 

Jesus was born in a country that was groaning under 

the Roman yoke. The greed of the colonial power always 

invented new methods of exploitation. The census that 

Caesar Augustus decreed was intended for taxation. But 

unknowingly he was setting the scene for the birth of the 

Messiah in Bethlehem, the city of David. It is an example 

of how God carries out His plan in history, fully respecting 



human freedom, and bringing good out of the evil that man 

does with malicious intentions. 

Jesus was born in a manger because his parents were 

denied a room in the inn. But again it was God’s plan 

working out in history. It expresses God’s option and 

indicates the options Jesus would make during his life, 

namely, the option for the poor. 

When the whole world slept in darkness, the divine 

light entered unnoticed. Only the shepherds who kept 

watch outside the town were chosen to see the Light of the 

World and listen to the Good News of the Saviour’s birth. 

They were despised by the Jewish leaders as unclean men. 

But God chose precisely these poor people. There were 

many learned priests and scribes in Jerusalem, waiting for 



the Messiah but only the old Simeon and Anna recognized 

him when he entered the temple as the child of a poor 

couple. 

When the gentiles came from far away and worshipped 

the child as God and Savior, Herod, the king of Israel felt 

threatened and tried to kill him. The innocent infants were 

the victims of a monarch who felt insecure of his throne 

because of a helpless baby lying in a manger. In the 

outburst of violence we can see the convulsions of the 

powers of evil that are threatened with destruction by the 

new born child. In Jesus’ journey to Egypt and back, the 

Exodus experience is re-lived and the hopes concerning the 

coming of the New Moses are fulfilled. 

  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Questions 

1.   Why did Elizabeth call Mary blessed? 

2.   What was Zechariah’s prophecy concerning John? 

3.   What did the Law of Moses prescribe concerning a woman who  

       became pregnant before marriage? 

4.   Why did Joseph decide to leave Mary in secret? 

5.   What did the angel tell Joseph about the child Mary conceived? 

6.   Why did Caesar Augustus order a census in Palestine? Which  

      prophecy was fulfilled by that? 

7.   Why was Jesus born in a manger? 

8.   Who recognized the child in the Temple? 

9.  What were the gifts presented by the wise men and what did they  

     signify? 

10. What was the way invented by Herod to make the whole country  

     weep at his death? 

Memorize: “My eyes have seen the salvation which you have  

                           Prepared  for all the nations” (Lk. 2,30) 



 



 

THE ENTIRE BIBLE IN COMICS 
1. Cain and Abel 

2. Abraham 

3. Jacob 

4. Joseph 

5. Moses 

6. Joshua 

7. Samson 

8. Ruth 

9. Samuel 

10. Saul 

11. David 

12. King David 

13. Solomon 

14. Elijah 

15. Amos 

16. Hosea 

17. Micah 

 

 

18. Isaiah 

19. Jeremiah 

20. Ezekiel 

21. Zechariah 

22. Jonah 

23. Job 

24. Tobit 

25. Daniel 

26. Susanna 

27. Esther 

28. Judith 

29. Maccabeus 

30. The Maccabees 

31. A World Awaiting 

32. Light of the world 

33. The Herald 

34. The Prophet 

35. The Liberator 

 

 

36. The One to come 

37. The Lord of the Universe 

38. Son of God 

39. The Son of Man 

40. In the shadow of the cross 

41. The Way 

42. Son of David 

43. Bread of Life 

44. The Redeemer 

45. With us forever 

46. Tongues of fire 

47. Baptism in blood 

48. The chosen vessel 

49. Libation 

50. Come, Lord Jesus 

51. Woman 


