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Akbar and the Theme of Love
Mughal-e-Azam and Jodha-Akbar

—
Smriti Stimag

"The act of Imagination is an act of magic”, this statement of the
French philosopher Jean Paul Sartre is true about the two historical movies.
Asil’s Mughal-e-Azam (1960) and Asutosh Gowarikar's Jodha-Akbar (2008)
which have recreated the magie of the act of imagination of the past, Both
these films deal with the theme of love in the Mughal period,

K. Asif started Mughal-e-Azam in 1944 with Chandramohan, Sapru,
and Margis as the lead artists. The name of the film then was Anarkali (nof
Mughal-e-Azam), and it was financed by Shiraz Ali. After few reels of shooting,
in 1946, Chandramohan (who was playing the role of Akbar) died and K, Asif
had to drop the project. He restarted the project in 1950 and completed it in
1960. [t was then considered the most costly movie ever made in the history of
Indian cinema, [ts cost was $3 million in the 19505, when most of the Indian
films were made at 5-10 percent of this cost. It also proved to be the biggest
blockbuster of Indian cinema.

Iwill discuss here the political and social context of this film keeping
in mind Skinnerian notion that study of the social context of a text only éan
Eive us a clue to the full authorial intentionality and an understanding of the
utterances of that text.) The film starts with the idea of ‘Hindustan® which
shows K. Asif's trust in a secular and democratic India. This was also the time
when the Hindi films like Kanun, Jis Desh me Ganga Bahtt Hai, Kala Bafar,
Anuradha and Bangali films like Megha Dhake Tara by Ritwik Ghatak and
Devi by Satyajit Ray were being made. These grent films discussed the theme
of contradiction between [dealism and pragmatism, sentiments and duty and
tradition und modernity,’

Mughal-e-Azam presented all these issues through mixing up of legend

. As Sumita Chakravarty sa 5, “Mughal-e-Azam depicts a sructure
L., Mew Delhi
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.-l orchestration where past becomes the means of re
aagar!
of his

in the

I past . solving tension
o This text illustrates that the impulse towargs synthesis becomes

res S : H

p.; - exploring ideological and psychic disturbances pertaining to the
a lﬂﬂﬂrl" qugﬂiﬂ'ﬂ that then get resolved thl‘(‘lugh umn“nnal drama.
Oup H‘lﬁ hat “1t claims both authority of history and license

i ; _ . of legend and
il (nes its dual focus in an oedipal conflict. History and legend no longer
ii‘;iﬂrd q’mgn‘hw and ca;ua"y, but appear in hierarchical Tclaﬁﬂﬂﬂhips. in
hlcné -

" oosin 10 call h-ig fllrn Mughal-e-Azam, the film makes Akbar ki 1
onist as Salim.

pfo“‘g The story of Mughdf-ﬂ-ﬂi’ﬂm, set in the [6th century, is unsupported
hycmpifiﬂm evidences. The film's plot l.‘s-.takcn from a 1920 play by Syed Imtiaz
Al Tal, which revelves around the passionate love between Prifice Salim and
Anarkali, a servant girl. When Salim’s father, emperor Akbar, learns abaut his
qon's obsessive love for the girl, he refuses to entertain the idea that a servant-
irl could become the future queen of India. Starting as a elash of ego between
the unflinching emperor and his rebellious son, it soon became so intense that
even a mighty battle could not bring about a resolution, Despite Salim’s brave
feats against his father, the lovers are ultimately separated,

Sumita Chakravarty describes this movie a work of art which was-
intended to consolidate a fragmented Hindu-Muslim identity from its fractured
present to a formal state of glory as the map of India moves slowly upward in
the frame. The composite voice image invites eollective spectator identification
for each individual viewer to recognize him or herself as a national subject and
citizen in relation to the map. Her second major interpretation revolves around
the idea of the epical character of Mughal-e-Azam like Ramayana and
Mahabharata in which family history is not strictly demareated of political

and social history in which family relationship emerges in contradiction to the
social roles,

" Chakrvarty

Frl Bhaskar states the importance of Mughal-e-Azam in terms of the concept of
lustice and the centrality of this conception in all kinds of Muslim historical
works, In fact, 1ry Bhaskar, Sumita Chakravarty and Jawrimal Parikh all of them
Tl;:i:““r“_"'-‘d the movie in terms of contradiction between love and duty.
vl f?ﬁ_';* love in Mughal-e-dzam is manifest in the opening background
o SR At # e g A S R ST W A7) A
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| orchestration where past becomes the means of resolving tension
crl'l‘i""mm;\”l ¢, This text illustrates that the impulse towards synthesis becomes
in (he prth;r;;cp\clriﬂg ideological and psychic disturbances pertaining to the
5 ion that then get resolved through emotional drama, ™ Chakrvarty
ajt claims both authority of history and license of legend and
. its dual focus in an oedipal “”"ﬂi‘_“' History and legend no longer
; ) cmoothly and casually, but appear in hierarchieal relationships, In
g oo to call his film Mughal-e-Azam, the film makes Akbar as much a
choosi ﬁm o5 Salim.™
protoge The story Of Mughal-e-Azam, set in the 16th century, is unsupported
ampirical evidences. The film’s plot is taken from a 1920 play by Syed Imtiaz
b}i' i which revolves around the passionate love between Prince Salim and
‘;.:arkn‘li. a servant girl, When Salim’s father, emperor Akbar, learns about his
con's obsessive love for the girl, he refuses to entertain the idea that a servant-
girl could become the future queen of India, Starting as a clash of ego between
he unflinching emperor and his rebellious son, it soon became so intense that
even # mighty battle could not bring about a reselution. Despite Salim's brave
feats against his father, the lovers are ultimately separated.

Sumita Chakravarty describes this movie a work of art which was
intended 1o consolidate a fragmented Hindu-Muslim identity from its fractured
present to a formal state of glory as the map of India moves slowly upward in
the frame. The composite voice image invites collective spectator identification
for each individual viewer to recognize him or herself as a national subject and
citizen in relation to the map. Her second major interpretation revolves around
the idea of the epical character of Mughal-e-Azam like Ramayana and
Mahabharata in which family history is not strictly demarcated of palitical

and social history in which family relationship emerges in contradiction to the
social roles,

o
s aquest

Ira Bhiaskar states the importance of Mughal-e-Azam in terms of the concept of
Justice and the centrality of this conception in all kinds of Muslim historical
works. In fact, Ira Bhaskar, Sumita Chakravarty and Jawrimal Parikh all of them
hhn.dﬂsnrih“d the mavie in terms of contradition between love and duty,
The idea of love in Mughal-e-Azam is manifest in the opening background
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This opening voice-image in the film asserts that Akbar did nog g,
India, he loved India. The first scene of the movie glorifies Akbar's love v,
Hindustan and this love- relationship establishes the fact that idea of Indj 5.
Hindustan wns there in pre-modern times and Akbar's lascination ang e
with this land was superior to any other love. The second conception of lay,
around which this movie weaves its imagery of syncreticism and compasii
culture of the Mughal period and portrayal of Akbar as mega appreciator of 3
and dance form of Hindustan is revolved around the love story of Salim apy
Anarkali. “To phir mai ek aisa but banauga jis ke gadmo me sipahi apni talwgr,
Shahenshah apni taaj aur insaan apna dil nikal kar rakh de.” This dialogue i;
delivered in the movie through the character of a sculpture in the backdrap of
the first interaction of S8alim and Anarkali and this prepares the ground for the
public appearance of fascinating beauty of Madhubala as Ananrkali, Anarkali
is introduced in the form of a statue presented in Akbar's court to celebrate
Salim’s return home after a long absence, Amid the assembled crowd, Salim
drops the veil that covers the statue by shooting an arrow to it, Anarkali’s
doubling as a statue has many meanings, according to Sumita Chakrvarty, It is
an early hint at Anarkali impudence in falling in love with Akbar’s great son,
thus exceeding her lowly status; it recalls her tragic end when she will be
buried alive; it also signifies the very distinct character of Mughal-e-Azam s
historical film where the public dimension of the private domain being reinforced,

Mughal-e-Azam was not only depicting the past for the resolution of

crisis of the present, it also captures the socio-historical dimensions of the
concept of love from pre-modernity to modernity. The film starts with the idea
of erotic love, then shifted to the notion of devotional love, and in the scene of
war a5 well as scene of Anarkali’s transformation into a dead object was a
depiction of tragic love which is a very dominant characterstics of modemnity.
This film captures the denial and rejection of inter class love for the love of
nation, hence the sacrifice of the personal for the publie, This film also gives us
an idea of linkage between power and patriarchy.

Jodha-Akbar, like Mughal-g-Azam, is based on the theme of love.
However, the political and social context of this movie is very different from the
earlier one. The movie was started in 2004 and finished in 2008. Jodha-Akbar
tells the story of marriage between the Mughal emperor Akbar and the Rayjput
princess Jodha Bai, which transforms into a love match, In this Gowariker's
innovative interpretation of the past, it is Jodha Bai-Akbar love story that

SR /ey 2



pibuted 10 the formation of enlightened vision of Akbar. Gowarikar
el .Dicllnﬂl (eminine inﬁunnct?ﬂ of Hindu culture on a Musalman brince
f" 5liml¢d him a& i maodified and responsive king, Thus not only
Jhieh "*‘f"“mmim but political in this instance Is deeply personal
Pmanﬂ ::-;Lﬁﬂ' Akbars love story i8 not a love at first site, it wis neither

 evational in nature, Here love emerges and blossanis through
rolle nor g (procality. Unlike Mughal-e-Azam this movie does not
muwu!"?ﬁ nmn;rudlclﬂﬁ' aspect of love and duty, but it shows a reconcil ntory
gadnee ﬁnw aned duty, Although bath films followed the rules of the
e :nml the antiquarian and the critical construetion of histery which
:12::‘::‘ grm;nd of comparison between them, thelr different approaches to the

e of love make them wide apart
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pride and Prejudice vs Bride and
Prejudice

g

Sunita Sahay

Jane Austen has to be considered in the Cﬂntl‘fxt uf'. t.hﬂ eighteenth century
fction. Eighteenth century Pmd“:ﬂﬂﬂ a “U‘_“lhﬂf of cn:t:i_:t!vc novelists who helped
the growth and development c:f novel. The sensibility of Jane Austen was,
wawever, different from that of her predecessors, F.R. Leavis has said in The
Greal Tradition, “Juane Austen, in fact, is the inaugurator of the great tradition
of the English novel- and by ‘great tradition’ I mean the tradition to which what
s great in English fiction belongs.™

Jane Austen inaugurated a tradition in English fiction which was
maintained by George Eliot and Charles Dickens. Jane Austen made a departure’
from the conventional standards of fiction followed by Richardson, Fimlding,
Mrs, Radeliffe and Smollett. Although we do not feel the power of passion that
sweeps through the writings of Charlotte and Emily Brontes, she had her own
values of fiction, She is primarily interested ‘in ideas and her outlook is
Philosophical .

Jane Austen was influenced by French novelists who tried to make
'l’:::“i‘:’df’_“fcul study of human behaviour. Her writings are based on a belief
e ki, e e ey R
P‘Whﬁlngig:in values and attacks hypocrisy. Her pul'pﬂ-ﬂﬂ is not didactic, it is
Shierygtion uf‘l Slh“ “‘3':':3_ the processes of man's mind _*1:1'51 h““Tr."t‘hr“L

e Ausgen s :;:";t“ details of life makes her characters hlu-lik;; “;:"‘:e
and Sensibifip m:;tuku U I Gest lacl P 2 Fr;juui?idnnthly
nsychmgmm ki ersuation are all_ abatract titles and they i i

Philosophical basis. In an age when the interest of the

Naveljy
“*'ﬂnl‘r ::;3:: aders was focused mainly on man and external objects, it was
“.""“‘Fle i Enlfﬂ:ﬂ ﬁ;;,r Jane Austen to make n depnrtlll‘ﬂ from the EDIﬂI’I]ﬂPl.'_'I
Mitiiog op,. - 146 There is little movement of action in her novels. This
e Augtey i« really born of philosophical temperament, Virginia

.“' Prﬁr
Pl
" Pept. of English, Co-operative College, Jumsh
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Waoll adimires Jane Austen not for her limitation but for the P"iyﬁhﬂlugi;“l
interest in her novels, All the little details that we find in her novels gp, af
psyehological interest, There is an clement of penctrating insight and comple,
haonesty in Jane Austen.

Pride and Prejudice expresses Jane Austen’s delight in life. The noy,
takes the readers 1o an abstract idea—the idea of pride in one character apg
that of prejudice in another. It I3 a novel principally about Elizabeth Bennet yng
Fitzwilliam Darey, It a story dealing with the themes of love, courtship ang
marriage. But the love affair is not as simple as it appears. Elizabeth gets a son
of prejudice against Darcy from the initial stage of their acquaintance. Darcy,
on the other hand, is temperamentally a proud person, Thus the pride of one
and prejudice of the other stand between the two and prove a positive hindrance
in the way of their marriage. The story ends as soon as Darcy is cured of hig
pride, and Elizabeth of her prejudice. It is the pride of Darey and prejudice of
Elizabeth that impart Lo the novel a story of sustalned interest,

In brief, the story of Pride and Prejudice is about five sistars, My
Bennet is an English gentleman living in Hartfordshire with his overbearing
wife and their five daughters: the beautiful Jane, the elever and intelligent
Elizabeth, the bookish Mary, the immature Kitty and the wild Lydia,
Unfortunately they are not from the upper class, If Mr Bennet dies. there
house will be inherited by a distant cousin whom they have never met, so the
family's future happiness and security is dependent on the daughters making
good marriages. When the wealthy bachelor Mr Bingley and his best friend Mr
Darcy arrive in the town to spend the summer in a mansion nearby Mr Bennet's
property, the shy and beautiful Jane falls in love for Mr Bingley. We find Darcy
very reserved, indifferent and proud of his large estate in Derbyshire. Duringa
ball dance he refused to be introduced to the ladies, When Bingley told Darcy
that the latter should take his cha_m:e of dancing with Elizabeth, Darcy replied
arrogantly that she was not beautiful enough to tempt him. This was the
beginning of estrangement between Elizabeth and Darcy, Elizabeth revolted
against the pride of Darcy and thought him to be a hateful person, Later, Darcy
was tempted by the beautiful eyes of Elizabeth who engaged his mind mest of
the time.

Elizabeth Bennet is misled by the immediate agreeability of the one
and the haughty formality of the other; Into liking Wickham and disliking
Darcy: the action describes how further knowledge teaches her to reverse
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g pood man is 5""”“":“:"‘ to be bad and the bad man good- i
jese npi'::; ding i“hml,‘ the ch:lnjr;:itcr;]::\‘:rrnrc:i::lju end, we 1"”-".1 that Elizahath
i %" i her rejudice uncli b pride. Mutual feeling of love and
| Curee 2 ronier than his p”_dc i ht:'r Prcjumm. Warm feeling is ever the
et ¢ it Austen's stories and it is the strength of thig feeling which
good 17 IL:.:nn‘ to their evcr:tU“' reconsideration and happiness,
gride and T rejudice re movie by Gurinder Chadha, is a modern re-
fihe Jane Austen’s classic Prlde‘ar.vd Prefudice with n Bollywood twist,
ke @ ntres around the Bakshi family and their foyr daughters who live
The 5(0'3““'“ ansion in Amritsar, India. The dq)minauring Mrs Bakshi (Nadira
inﬂrun' i noihmg more than L0 3¢¢ her FCH.II’ daughtgrg married C."ff. with
3“""';251 saughter Jaya (Namrata Shirodkar) the first in line. When Mr Balraj
w iecn Andrews) arrives from the UK to attend his best friend's wedding, ha
?:: Jaya fall in love. The second Ba!kahi daughter ~ Lalita (Aishwarya Rai) s
ot 50 fattered when Balraj’s best frmr&d. the American hotelier William Darcy
(Martin Henderson), pays her nttnr!nort. She finds him too proud and his
comments about the backward state of India upset her, Instead, Lalita is charmed
by Jontry Wickham (Daniel Gillies), who actively embraces Indian culture and
sven comes to stay with the Bakshi family, However, Wickham is not the man
of honour that he appears to be, and his affections take a turn towards another
of the Bakshi girls. Meanwhile, Lalita is trying to escape the affections of Los
Angeles resident Mr Kholi (Nitin Ganatra), whose hilarious ideas about marriage
ind complete lack of self-awareness ndd humour to the story. William Darcy,
pradunlly getting cured of his pride and developing his warm feelings and love
for Lalita, meets and proposes to Lalita. It is after this proposal that Lalita finds
ot what William really thinks about India and the Bakhshis, and it is these

find e A .
h'blm that change her life forever leading both of them to a path of love and
Piness.

[ ]

i MBC::': and Fr'wufﬂcc takes the sudience from India, through London
gl ngeles, fl is the all-singing, all-dancing extravaganza, Here the
0 dgpge, Somﬂan.thmr feelings of pleasure and happiness thruugh SONES
M2 10 gyen é?-ﬁ: like “life is greut, let us celebrate”, “show me the way, take
Metgip g Eleithn: dances like Garba dance, Snake dance are enough ©©
e oy ence, It is a colourful Bollywood movie with the energy of
ﬁ ance numbers, bright saries, orange marigolds, majgnificent

© Sunning Bollywood star, Aishwarya Rai herself. Aishwarya
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Rai, who plays Lalita is ane of the Bollywood's greatest stars. She j5 3 forme;
Miss India as well as Miss World whose striking beauty and acting talent by,
made her a Bollywood favourite, Bride and Prefudice is her firgt English
language film. Her role in this film shows the increasing influence of Bollywgyg
and Bollywood stars in western cinemas,

Gurinder Chadha has moved her focus from the Asians living in Brigy;,
to the depiction of Indian culture and the conflict between the traditiop|
Indian life-style and the growing influence of western culture. The inter-raeiy|
relationship between the characters of Darcy and Lalita functions as a meeting
of the East and the West and a meeting of cultures. The film remains trye (o
Austen’s novel and most of the original characters are instantly recognizable
in their Indian counterparts, It is n love story for our multi-cultural world and at
the same time it is a Bollywood movie written for the eastern and wester
audiences to enjoy.

Jane Austen describes the values of eighteenth century through Pride
and Prejudice which shows women demoted to the secondary roles in society
with respect to property and social responsibilities. Rather than being
considered capable of owning property, women were subjected to the role of
marrying for economic sustainability, In the very beginning of Pride and
Prejudice it is said that, “It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single
man in possession of good fortune must be in want of a wife™

However, a fundamental idea in the film is that a respectable marriage
Is an equal marriage in which man and woman are partners and is therefore
based on friendship, love and esteem. In Austen’s opinion, “a person should
do anything rather than marry without affection™

The paradigm of these ideas is the relntionship between Elizabeth
Bennet and Fitzwillism Darey in Pride and Prejudice. When Darcy insulted
Flizubcth Bennet by telling her.that he loved her despite “his sense of her
inferiority” Elizabeth firmly told him that even though he was rich and powerful,
" I'had not known you a month before [ feit you were the last man in the world
whom [ could ever be prevailed on to marry” !

Only after Darcy realized that he and Elizabeth were equals - equally
intelligent, equally articulare, and equally proud nnd prejudiced - did Elizabeil
give up her prejudice againat him. Through her portrait of Elizabeth and Darcy.
Austen made the reader believe in the possibility of love and identity and the
chance for true love,
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Lalita, in Bride and {’rejudice too retains the independ
: Bo:th Pride fmd P'?ffjua';'c eand Bride andf:;l Cl-llalities of
3 deal :Ith an ethical view of life, family ties ;ema'fce tell
a
ot al ces shape Key scenes. Both the novel and th nd show how
came moral and hf:althjff approach towards life that not weal e film have the
fulﬁ“m"'m and satisfaction should be our aims in life. Both t: th bl..lt happiness,
ociely’ barriers by mal:rymg for love instead of money orefstorles overcame
usten considered being essential for a happy a::lu;jlwell-being
filling life

which jane A
i which is relevant to women even today
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Bangla Cinema: Past and Present

Amrit Kumar Pal

The first Indian silent movie, Raja Harishchandra was released on 3 May 1913
in Coronation Cinema, Bombay, by Dadasaheb Phalke. Since then, Indian
Cinema has walked a long way and reached its 100 years. The first Bengali-
language movie was the silent feature Billwamangal, produced by the Madan
Theatre Company of Calcutta and released on 8 November 1919, six years after
Raja Harishchandra was released. But the first silent Bengali film, in the true
sense of the term, was Ratnakar which was produced by Anadi Basu and
directed by Surendra Mohan Roy in 1921,

Then came the films with sound. The first Indian voiced film, Alam
Ara was released in Bombay on 14 March 1931, In Bengal, Debaki Basu made
the first sound film, Chandidas in 1932, Debaki Basu continued to direct films
1ill 1961, He got consistent help from B, N. Sarkar, the founder of New Theatres,
which later gave Indian cinema a representative figure, Promothesh Barua
(1903-1951). Barua's Devdas (1935) based on the famous novel of Sharat
Chandra made a history in Indian cinema. Produced by New Theatres, it is an
all-time hit. It made P.C. Barua a star overnight and revolutionalised the concept
of cinema. The film was a complete departure from the then prevalent theatricality
in acting, treatment and dialogue. Barua initiated a style of acting and a manner
of dialogue delivery that were natural and unaffected. The film was released in
Hindi and Bengali versions and did enormous business. In the next few vears,
Barua made Mukii (1937), Adhikar (1938) and Sesh Uttar (1942). Bengali cinema
wiais gradually passing on from mythological subjects to social themes and
literature expressed through celluloid.

The partition shattered the world of the Bengalis. Hundreds and
thousands of them left their homes and thronged the streets of Kolkata, The
partition was an earth-shaking event in the Indian subcontinent, yet it did not
Eet proper reflection in the Bengali cinema. There are only six or seven films
which ¢an be said to have been based on the theme of the partition and sincerely
Portraying the sufferings and agony of the refugees, Chinramul (1950) by
Nemai Ghosh is said to be the earliest Bengali film based on the partition
_-—-—__._-._,_'_H_-m__-,_-—-__
Asst. Professor, Dept. of English S.B. College, Chundil, Jharkhand , Mo- szﬁ.t
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theme. Based on a story of Swarnakamal Bhattacharya, the film is ah,, i
partition of Bengal and the flow of refugees from the East Bengal jntg |mh1t
Meghe Dhaka Tara (1960), Komal Gandhar (196 1) and Subar narekha ( |95; '
-atrilogy by Ritwik Ghatak (1925-1976) were also based on the partitin the,
addressing the condition of refugee-hood. Alang with prominent contempory ;
Bengall filmmakers Satyajit Ray and Mrinal Sen, Ritwik Ghatak's gjne,. i
primarily remembered for its meticulous depiction of social reality, Ghﬂh}lk‘g
sincere efforts to portray the agony of the uprooted people from the East
Bengal made his films /ively. However, they proved controversjy| un'd
commercial failure, though they earned much eritical acclaim. Ritwik's Agegh,
Dhaka Tara depicts the day 1o day struggle of a middle class uprooted family
in a new land, Komal Gandhar delineates the inner conflicts and menta|
predicaments of the protagonists who are victims of the partition and whe find
solace in the world of art and culture, Subarnarckha, probably the moy
important film by Ritwik Ghatak, deals with the similar subjeet of struggle for
existence and agony in the post-partition era, Ghatak has, in fact, treated the
theme of the partition with great sincerity and elevated his films to an abstrael
philosophical level. Ghatak's work as a director influenced many later Indian
filmmakers, like Kumar Shahani, Mani Kaul, Ketan Mehta and Adoor
Gopalakrishnan,

Narendra Nath Mitra's Palanka (1975) is another important film tht
deals with the theme of the partition. Similarly, Raja Mitra’s Ekii Jeeban(1978),
based on the story of Buddhndeb Basu, treats the theme of the partition and its
effects on the socio economic and cultural 1ife of Bengal,

The impact of neo-realism, initiated in the war-infesied ltaly, was
apparent in the international cinema and Indian cinema was no exception, In
Bangla cinema we witness deep impact of neo-realism, Nemai Ghosh's
Chinnamul, Satyajit Ray's Paiher Panchali, Ritwik Ghatak's Afantrik, and
Komal Gandhar, Biren Saha’s Tero Nadir Pare, Raja Trafdar's Antarlkihia
ﬂ""' some of its examples, All these films focus on the hard realities of the
o kaanl S e 1 e ok s
researcher of films, was lliéhl yh‘:ﬁ 3}'(192|'1992:‘l. ? Vﬂfﬂtlduf-‘rﬁﬂdﬂf o
decided to make a ll“nlm on Blbiut' l:‘ljrn“d‘hy g cls e
Pather Panchali in 1055 mndcl il,l:mn 2 “qiliar Fanchall. The m.'““ of
international cinema, Ildn:llmﬂ|1r1'::l£ niﬂie‘hr ol ln“dlﬂn _cincmq i
of a famine and the growth of the bo n; iy oebahivaiokudions
e i il ¥ Apu. Ray went on to make two mare
S :-" (Aparajito 4n |??7; followed by Apur Sansar in 1960) 0
s, hiscarly mormings e e, S 040 mavies trace he lfe of Ap
final reconciliation, C““‘E'Tlpﬂruncg:flrf l"l‘lscunﬂict with his father, and ll'!:lr
films, Devi and Jalsaghar: on the wa A lhcﬁc Hifae vece hfm rgect

' ys of the landed aristocracy in Bengal and
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sl similarly, Charulata .q.hn?w:d the uselessness of intellectual pursuits
i .f'h Jre detached from the real life problems. In most of Ray's films, the
“’.hlhcr; <tand face to face to some burning social problems or individual crises,
m::'d;f;-mdi. Seemahaddha, Jana Aranya and Nayak - all focus on vital social
;’:;blcms. However, Roy's IGﬂHﬂShﬂf_f:H and Shakha Prashakha question the
very existence of human being. Satyajit Ray made 30 films in his 36 year long
film career (1955-1991) and all of them have proved to be real treasure,
Incidentally, Ray never made any film on the theme of the partition. His films
were closely studied in film schools, and watched repeatedly by hopeful film-
makers. Prominent Indian directors such as Kumar Shahani, Mani Kaul, Adoor
Gopalakrishnan and Shyam Benegal clearly showed the influence of Ray in
their work. Yet he was the subject of some intense criticism. In Bengal, Ray was
charged with being a supreme representative of bourgeois culture. Ray was
accused, as his friend Chidananda Dasgupta has written, of not showing a
greater concern for the *Calcutta of the burning trains, communal riots, refugees,
unemployment, rising prices and food shortages’.

Mrinal Sen is another towering film maker in Bengali cinema. He made
his glorious entry into Bengali cinema with his debut film Rar bhor followed by
Neel Aakasher Niche, Basically a Bengali film maker, Sen also made Hindi,
Oriya and Telegu films. To name some of the important films made by Sen, one
can mention Bhuban Shome (1969), Chorus (1974), Mrigaya (1976), Ekdin
Pratidin (1979), Akaler Sandhane (1980) and Chalchitra (1981). His film
Bhuvan Shome, with its austere style, sardonic humor and exploration of the
politics of ¢lass, is a landmark in modern Indian cinema, and became highly
influential for what used to be called the ‘New Indian Cinema’. In Ek Din
Pratidin, Sen explores the trauma induced in a middle-class Bengali home
when the working daughter fails to return home on time. Sen has remained
ECI£V¢ in lfﬂ-wing po[iﬁcs‘ and amﬂ“ﬂ some in [hc Indiﬂn inﬂ.’.‘“igﬂ“tﬂia his
work has received more accolades than the work of Satyajit Ray, who was
often charged with being apolitical.

The works of Satayajit Ray, Mrinal Sen and Ritwik Ghatak were largely
meant for the Bengali intelligentsia, However, a large number of commercial
Ginemas were also made which aimed at the common masses. Some of these
were highly successful and they helped the Bengali filin industry to survive. In
the 19505 and 19605 films based on the themes of romance, love-marriage,
L:n'“f?'gcpﬂl"ﬂtiﬂnrrqunin“ L‘itplun.:d the imngi"ﬂtiull G,)f the B'r'"}?.“li I-‘-"L‘UPI'J-
h‘l.mhura-mmm pair became a huge hit in this context. Sap Mochan, Sare

‘hummr_ Agni Parikshwa, Utiar Falguni, Saprrrpr'ldf. Harane Sur are popular
FVL‘I'I to thig day. Till date, the Ht‘-llgﬂuﬂ#ﬁ murmur the romantie, melodious lines
¢l path jadi na sesh hoi-tabe keman hoto, bolo to”. Soumitra-Aparna pair also
Br:::ud to b? very popular and commercially successful, but not as that ot

m-Suchitra pair. For quite a long period, it was Uttnm Kumar who solely

e /g g
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bore the responsibility of keeping the Bengali film industry running. Howeye,
side by side with him, directors like Ajoy Kar, Asit Sen, Tapan Sinha, Tyr,
Majumdar had remarkable eontributions in the area of commercial Bengy);
cinema, Such artists as Chhabi Biswas, Pahari Sanyal, Anil Chatterjee, Subheng;
Sabitry, Supriya, Madhabi, Sandhya Roy, Dipankar, Ranjit Mallik, Mithy,
Chakrabarty and some others deserve mention because they contributeg
greatly to the growth of Bengali cinema. Thanks to them Bengali einema hag
never been short of talented artists.

Today, a group of talented film makers like Aparna Sen, Buddhadeh
Das Gupta, Rituparna Ghosh, Goutam Ghosh, Anjan Dutta have been engaged
in making thought provoking Bengali films. The future of Bengali cinema seems
to be safe in their hands, Aparna sen's 36 Chowrangi Lane, Parama, fi
Mrinalini, Paramitar Ek Din are all high caliber films, Rituparna’s /9she Apri],
Chokher Bali, Antar Mahal, Bariwali are films of a different genre, Goutam
Ghosh's Moner Manush shows his deep commitment to film making. Of late,
some promising film makers like Koushik Ganguly, Mainak, Birsha, Tony, Srijit,
Anik Dutta are working in the Tollywood, Srijit's Autograph, 22 she Shravan,
Heniloek Society show a lot of promise. Anik Dutta's Bhuter Bhabiswat 15 an
interesting comedy film. These films have once again proved that there is no
scarcity of talent in the world of Bangla cinema,

Thus, it would not be an exaggeration to say that Bangla cinema has
put a solid base under its feet. The market for Bengali films has expanded to
Bangladesh, West Bengal, Tripura and Assam, Due to the increased viewership
the films are making hige profits. This is also testified by the fact that several
Bangla films are being shot in exotic locations, In spite of all these, Bangla
cinema is still synonymous with Satyajit Roy and his Parher Panchalf for the

international viewers.
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