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SFSCs in the European Reality



Heterogeneous, diverse, multi-faceted
- regionally, economically (and historically) important, for small(er) holdings

- attractive from consumers´ perspective, but problems with profitability

- growing political importance (EU, national, regional level), but lack of 
stakeholders and representing organisations

- onerous for authorities (food legislation, taxation, commercial law)

- → impact on advisory structures

- broad scope of topics (primary production, food manufacturing, sales)

- diversity of solutions and structures (education and training of advisors, 
financing and resources, specialists or generalists, formal/informal etc.)  



Horizon, advisory networks and 
SFSCs



Several Horizon projects with regard to SFSCs
- GLAMUR, SKIN, STRENGTH2FOOD, SMARTCHAIN, COACH, 

AgroBRIDGES, COCOREADO, NEFERTITI, EURAKNOS

- focus on the actors involved → limited impact

- new approach → focus on multipliers and propagators of knowledge

- → sharing it between people who use and produce it and connecting 
them → AKIS (Agricultural Knowledge and Innovation Systems) →

- several calls for advisory networks (organic, plant protection, soil…)

- 2021: call for SFSC advisory network → two acceptances of tender

- 2 projects (COREnet + EU4advice), but 1 SFSC advisory network →

- close cooperation, joint efforts, but different approaches





− Horizon Europe project

− aim: establishment of an EU wide advisory network for 
SFSCs

− budget: 4 Mio €

− duration: from September 2022 to September 2027

− 15 partner organisations from 11 countries

About COREnet



What COREnet wants to achieve



COREnet impacts
- new knowledge & know-how →

improving impact, sustainability, and 
performance of SFSCs in different
country contexts.

- better understanding of the limitations
and benefits of SFSC peer-to-peer 
learning & mutual support

- improved performance and larger scale 
impact of SFSCs thanks to advisory and 
support services

- new interactive forms of SFSC advising

- more SFSC-friendly policies



Work programme
- mapping →

- understanding role and importance of SFSCs in all member states

- identifying Key National Contact Points (KNCPs) in member states 
outside consortium → door openers for further contacts

- database with a list of advisors from all 27 EU countries →

- Golden Cases → identifying good SFSC advisory examples

- fieldtrips and European roadshows

- Lighthouse Projects to turn outcomes into real practice in member states

- developing a foundational learning module → “The SFSC Advisory Guide” 

- establishing the network



COREnet first 
outputs

…more than 360 advisors 
registered and 5GCs available!



Our news 



Our field visits



COREnet in numbers



Network concept due to work programme
- knowledge inventory for SFSC advisory practices and services

- connecting advisors with each other and initiating collaboration with 
existing European projects and platforms 

- foundational learning module: “The SFSC Advisory Guide” 

- creating a climate of public/political support to integrate SFSC 
advisory services into AKIS

- proposal for a European Advisory Network on SFSCs (EAN-SFSC) 
integrated into the AKIS (“The network”)



Questions? Contributions? Remarks?

Go to Mentimeter via this QR code

You will find the internet link also in 

the chat

https://www.menti.com/aly5tx
9z9yxp

Code: 1401 3331

https://www.menti.com/aly5tx9z9yxp
https://www.menti.com/aly5tx9z9yxp


Do it with Slido→ WE NEED YOU !



Still interested?

become a member and apply via JOTform

HOW ?

https://form.jotform.com/2317128949550

63

Don´t miss this exciting opportunity to join the
first European advisory network focused on
short food supply chains!

https://form.jotform.com/231712894955063


Join our SFSC advisors database
https://shortfoodchain.eu/Be part of the 

first European
SFSC Advisory
Network!



The online advisors’ consent form in all languages
(in cooperation with EU4Advice project)



Further options to participate
- platform for innovative examples (not exclusively SFSCs)

- already in place: Sustainable Food System Innovation Platform

- linked in community: > 750 members

https://www.smartchain-platform.eu/
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