[bookmark: _Toc228786588]Anaesthesia for Neurosurgery

Location (Hospital/Trust): LGI
Duration of placement: Minimum 6 months
SIA supervisor and email: Alex Vinogradov – alex.vinogradov@nhs.net
Resident contact: John Summers – john.summers5@nhs.net

Structure and Delivery of the SIA:
Minimum time of 6 months 
Opportunities available:
Neuro theatre lists with consultants and solo.
Interventional Neuro radiology lists.
Audit projects and QI work.

Competitiveness/early application advised:
2-3 residents are feasible.
Should be discussed with Royal College tutors and rota coordinators.
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Top tips for the anaesthesia for neurosurgery SIA – Leeds General Infirmary

John Summers
john.summers5@nhs.net
 
·      This is a “Group 1 SIA” - 6 - 12 months required.
·      Module lead (at time of writing) – Dr Alex Vinogradov
· Below is a table of the typical lists available at the LGI. I have included some examples of expected cases although this can change.
 
	 
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Theatre 5
	Neuro acutes
	Neuro acutes
	Neuro acutes
	Neuro acutes
	Neuro acutes

	Theatre 6
	Cranial
	Cranial
Awakes
	Spines
	Cranial
Acoustic neuromas
	Cranial
Neurovascular

	Theatre 7
	Cranial
	Cranial
Transsphenoidals
	Spines
	Spines
	Cranial

	Theatre 14
	Spines
	Spines
	Spines
	Spines
	Spines

	Neuro angio (suite 3)
	Mix of elective / acute work – EG coiling of intra-cranial aneurysms / stroke thrombectomy


 
·      If in theatre 5 (neuro acutes) – recommend going along to some of the neurosurgical meetings if possible (although they start at 0745). Location - Kaberry lecture theatre (turn left when leaving L26) – meetings start by going through overnight admissions and the planned cases for the neuro acute theatre.
·      Plenty of opportunities for project work – ask around (EG stroke thrombectomy service expansion)
·      MDT teaching opportunities – EG in situ simulation for the neuro-spines theatre team
·      Solo list opportunities – especially neuro acutes and some of the spines lists
·      NACCS annual scientific meeting – I attended this as a delegate in advance of my SIA and found it helped with coming up with ideas for project work.
·      Spines POPS clinic (perioperative care of older people having surgery - high risk spines cases) joint with the orthogeriatricians - Dr Andrew Lindley runs on a Tuesday
·      Useful to keep a separate neuro logbook, particularly when it comes to sign off
·      I made a list of top tips / advice received for various cases during my SIA, this has helped me when managing more complex neuro cases as a new consultant.
·      Be proactive – search the “ultimate theatre list” for the weeks ahead and liaise with the rota coordinators to see if you can join certain lists
·      Suggested lists to gain experience in:
o   Craniotomy – tumour debulking / awakes / neurovascular / posterior fossa
o   Transsphenoidal pituitary surgery
o   CSF diversion procedures – VP shunts
o   Complex spinal surgery
o   Interventional neuroradiology – elective and acute aneurysm coiling, stroke thrombectomy
 
Overall, I had a very positive and enjoyable experience during my 6-month SIA in neuroanaesthesia at the LGI, and would very much recommend this to anyone who has a keen interest in neuro. The case mix at LGI is superb and the neuro-spines theatre team are very experienced and great to work with. I am more than happy to be contacted should anyone have any questions about the neuro SIA at Leeds.

